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VOCATIONAL TRAINING URGED FOR JEWS IN MOSLEM COUNTRIES
egs of Jules Brauns ig, Vice- dent ance Isr ite Univ &

The need for vocational training for the 900,000 Jews in Moslem countries
has recently been stressed in the Feekly Summary in connection with the
opening of the ORT training centers in Casablanca and Algiers. As the
major work in these areas is performed in cooperation with the Alliance
Israelite Universelle, the speech given by Mr.Jules Braunschvig at the
luncheon given by World ORT Union and the American ORT Federation on

May 25 at the Hotel Astor in New York deserves special attention, We
therefore present below a more complete report of Mr.Braunschvig's
speech:

®The Jews in the Moslem countries are the forgotten million among world-Jewry,
forgotten for many centuries by everyone, excent the Alliance Israelite Uni-
verselle," said lir.Jules Braunschvig, Vice-President of the Alliance Israelite
Universelle, "The Jewish population in the lioslem countries is estimated at
about 900,000, including over 100,000 children, The majority live in utter
misery and poverty; more than half of the children exist under conditions

of semi-starvation, without education in Western culture, clothed in rags,
running wild and neglected in the streets,"

Mr,Braunschvig referred to the wonderful work performed by the Joint Distribu-
tion Committee overseas. However, the large group of destitute Jews in the
Moslem countries receives from the Joint "only an insignificant percentage

of its monetary expenditures and relief in kind.," Approximately 700,000 Jews
in Europe are assisted by the JDC. In comparison with what is spent for them,
the 900,000 destitute Jews in the Moslemcountries are practically without
assistance,

The position of the Jews in the lioslem countries has been deteriorating at the
same time that Moslem civilization has been stagnating. Free, public education
has never existed in these countries, nor have the Jews been economically able
to provide Jewish education for themselves, At the present time there are

more than 100,000 Jewish children of school age in those parts of the world,
"For this reason," said lir.Braunschvig, "the Alliance Israelite Universelle

was created almost a century ago, This organization now operates the only
schools available for Jews living in the Moslem countries." Mr,Braunschvig
stressed the importance of giving these people "the key to life through secular
education and vocational training. They must be given elementary education
first, but immediately after a program of vocational training must be

instituted, "
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For many months, Pierre Dreyfuss, the late Vice-President of World ORT Union,
who devoted so much time and energy to the cause of both ORT and Alliance,
Dr,David Lvovitch, Judge Leon lleiss and Mr,Braunschvig discussed the problems
of uniting the efforts of CRT and Alliance. The rssult was acceptance of the
principle of operzting new vocational schools in which technical knowledge
would be provided by ORT and secular and Jewish education by the Alliance.

The ORT-Alliance Vocational Training Workshop in Casablanca was the first

school of its kind to be opened under the ORT-Alliance Agreement, lMir.Braun-

schvig recalled (see Weekly Summary Vol,1I,Nos.l2 and15)At present there are

acout 700 pupils enroiiecu, most of whom are young boys and girls. Mr,

Braunschvig referred to the education and trainingof tdese poverty-stricken

youths as their "salvation," "This project in Casablanca has been so success~

ful," he said, "that the French authorities have set aside a large plot of

land and promised to build a vocational school for ORT and Alliance which

would be capable of accommodating at least 1,000 students. This must be

only the beginning", lir.Braunschvig urged, "Many more schools must be opened

throughout the ilediterranean area to continue to develop the work of ORT and

Alliance, not only in fostering secular and Jewish education, but also in

developing vocational training, The role which this important segment of

world Jewry must play, particularly at a time when European Jewry has been

practically destroyed, cannot be stressed too highly. By helping these people,

we can insure the survival of Judaism in that part of the world, I sincerely

hope that the interest and generosity of American Jewry will be guided in ‘this

direction so that we will get the funds to give the forgotten Jews in Moslem

countries the education which they need to become respectable and self-

supporting men and women and an asset to their countries as well as to the

Jewish people,"
\

NEWS_FROM ABROAD
ORT WORK IN GERMANY AND AUSTRIA

The report on recent developments in ORT work in Germany and Austria, sub-
mitted to the Interim Committee of World ORT Union at its meeting on June 6,
1948 by Mr.Louis J,Walinsky, Director, Germany-Austria, reveals that at the
end of April 1948, ORT was operating 88 training centers, with instruction in
636 separate courses conducted by 905 instructors with the assistance of 560
supervisory, administrative, clerical and service personnel., Total pupil en-
rollment in these 2 countriee was 9,092 at the end of April, a decline of
2,576 compared with total enrollment of 11,668 at the end of December 1947.
This decrease is mainly due to continued emigration and decrease of the number
of Jewish DP's in the camps.

The number of graduates has constantly increased. In April alone, 640
diplomas were granted, 382 in the U.S.Zone and 185 in’the British Zone of
Germany, and 73 in Austria, Through the end of April, 5,942 DP's had received
ORT diplomas in these 3 zones, MlMany more thousands of pupils discontinued

ORT training in order to emigrate some time prior to graduation, but only
after having completed a valuable nucleus of instruction,

Perspective - WNr.,Walinsky sees the perspective for ORT work in Germany and
Austria as follows: "The decline in the total number of pupils will continue
but at a somewhat slower rate. The composition of pupils in terms of age
groups and sex will see a wider shift, It must be anticipated that the number
of male pupils between the ages of 17 and 35 will continue to decline fairly
sharply, The number of female pupils between the ages of 17 and 35 will de-
cline less markedly, There will be an increase in the number of pupils below
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17 and over 35..,I anticipate that we shall end 1948 with an enrollment of
4,000 to 5,00 in the United States Zone of Germany, 500 to 750 in the British
Zone of Germany wund 500 to 750 in Austria, Our combined registration for
Germany and Austria at the end of 1948 therefore should range somewhere be-
tween 5,000 to 6,500,"

Ihree New Ventures - Mr,Walinsky reports that in recent weeks, plans and
agreements have been made with the Jewish Agency for Palestine, the Central
Committee of Liberated Jews and the American Joint Distribution Committee for
new educational efforts along specific lines:

1. Establishment of a new "Fach Mittelschule" for youths between 14 and
17, Instruction will be given for 42 hours a week, 22 of which will
be devoted to ORT training and 20 hours to academic subjects, Ac-
ademic instructors will be provided by the Board of Education while
the entire school will be under CRT administration,

2. Pre-vocational training for pupils between the ages of 10 and 14 who
are attending the "Volkschule" (elementary school). They will re-
ceive 8 to 10 hours of pre-vocational training in an ORT school
each week,

3. Vocational training of Jewish DP's who are arrested TB cases in re-
habilitation centers now being organized. The rehabilitation centers
presently contemplated will be in Passau and Bayer.Gmain in the U,S,
Zone, Germany, and Ebelsberg, Austria, The project will be a joint
effort of AJDC, Jewish Agency for Palestine and ORT, with the voe °
cational training responsibility in ORT's hands, It is anticipated
that the first rehabilitation center will open July 5 in Passau,

Quite apart from the training in special rehabilitation centers, plans are
being made to bring disabled and handicapped Jewish DP's into the regular ORT
schools in an attempt to equip them for a constructive future life, These
people will be guided on an individual basis by a team comprised of an AJDC
doctor, a JAFP welfare worker and an ORT technical specialist, Projects are
already under way in Frankfurt, Munich and Landsberg,

FROM_GERMANY
AMERICAN ZONE
16 ORT Cour Schools the U,S.Zone ,German geredited with PCIRO -

lir,George A,Stewart, Zone Vocational Training Officer, Divisicn of Employment
and Vocational Training, International Refugee Organization, U.S.Zone Head-
quarters, in a letter dated Kissingen, April 28, informed lir,Walinsky that
Certificates of Approval have been given to 37 ORT schools in the U,S,Zone,
Germany, in accordance with Administrative Order No.54, issued by IRO on Feb-
ruary 5, 1948, The directive establishes the following criteria for the
official recognition and approval of schools by IRO2 that the chief purpose

of vocational training in the United States Zone of Germany is resettlement;
that every school must be under regular supervision; that instruction must be
in accordance with previously prepared and standardized courses of study; that
the courses taught be selected with a view to resettlement needs; that in-
struction be given for a minimum of 40 hours each week; that adequate testing
be given and that certificates or diplomas 'e awarded for successful completion
of the courses. The directive also requires regular visitation and inspection

. of each school by the vocational fraining officer attached to each area team,

who has to give wridten reports of his findings., Of the accredited schools,
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' 13 are located in the Frankfurt area, 4 in the area of Nellingen, 6 in the
Wuerzburg area, 3 in the Amberg area, 4 in the Augsburg area, 4 in the Gauting

area and 3 in the Munich area, They include altogether 216 ORT courses,

Mr,Stewart's letter concludes as follows: "Please accept the congratulations
of this Division for the excellent work which your grganization is doing in
providing opportunity for skilled training to refugees, thereby enabling them
to become valuable and self-supporting members of any community in which they
may live,"

(Source: . Letter from lir,Louis J.Malinsky from Paris, June 10),

BRITISH ZONE

A great number of students were registered by HIAS under the New Skilled Work-
er's Scheme for emigration to Canada, Thus, the aim of ORT to make DP's
eligible for emigration to countries which give priority to skilled artisans
and farmers, has been fully achieved,

lir Morris Greenman, Director of the Dental School at camp Hohne (Belsen) has
been appointed supervisor and inspector of all ORT schools for dental mechanics

in the American and British Zones of Germany, (Source:April-May report,ORT Union
Brit aﬁuaone,received June 8,1948). o 3

FROM_AUSTRIA
Aftermath of the Vienna ORT Exhibition - World ORT Union Austria Mission re-

ceived many more messages from nilitary suthorities and voluntary sgencies
congratulating World ORT Union on the fine achievements of ORT training dis—

‘ played at the Vienna ORT Exhibition (see Weekly Summary Vol,II,No,20), The
following are typical of the many that were received:

Oscar M, Lifshutz, U.S.F.A. Chaplain, Headquarters United States Forces in Austria,
dated Vienna,June 1, 1948: "Kindly allow me to express my sincerest congratu-
lations to you and the orld OKT Union for the fine work that you are doing

here in Austria, The USFA Command is highly cognizant of the progress that
your organization has made in rehabilitating the displaced persons into- pro-
ductivity, The challenge of remolding people in an environment of destruction
and spiritual chaos requires patience and courage, The results have proven
your ability, lay God bless your noble work and the fruit of your guidance,"

Harold Trobe, Director Austrian Operation erican Joint Distribution Commit-
tee, Vienna, lMay 24, 1948: "I want to congratulate you on the very fine dem-

onstration' of the work of ORT students in Austria., Thile I have become very
familiar with your work as a result of my visits to the schools, I was never-
theless very impressed with this assembling in one place of the concrete dem=
enstrations: of your achievements,"

W.Harold Row,Secretary,Brethren Service Commission, in a letter dated May 21,
1948, thanked Mr,Harry Branton,Director World ORT Union,Austria lission, for
a report on ORT activities which had been sent to him, In this letter lir .Row
states: "I was glad that I was able to visit your school when I was in Austria
and I trust that you will be able to continue your work with ever-increasing
success. Certainly you have made great progress since the Austria lMission

was opened," :
@  rov crnwssmaNchar

The most recent reports from Shanghai ORT reveal that pupil enrollment has de~
clined from 215 on March 1, 1948 (see Weekly Summary,Vol,II,Nos,12 and 17) tc
172 on April 30, 1948 as indicated in Table I, This represents a decrease c?
20%, The number of trades and courses has also declined from 15 on Mareh 1 to
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13 on April 30, ORT classes at the Shanghai Jewish School consist of dress-
. making, carpentry and gardening, while the remainder of the courses are given
at 511 Dalny Road, 44 pupils were graduated during this period and 44 dis-
continued their ORT training,

TABLE I
SHANGHAI ORT: PUPIL ENROLLMENT BY TRADE

APRIL 30, 1948 COMPARED WITH MARCH 1, 1948
NUMBER_OF TRAINEES

COURSES On March 1 through April 30,1948 On
March 1, Admitted Graduated Discontinued April 30,
1048 1948
NEEDLE TRADES ¢
Dressmaking 39 10 - 6 43
Corsetry o 14 - - 14
Ladies' Wear (Cutting) 12 - 3 9
Shirtmaking 12 - - 4 8
Machine Knitting 9 - - 3 6
Necktie Making 2230 - 18] - -
TOTAL: 24 10 16 80
BUILDING TRADFS:
Carpentry: TOTAL: 30 i - 2 29
MISCELLANEQUS TRADES:
Industrial Art 16 3 - 3 16
Auto Driving 13 14 9 6 14
Bookbinding 19 - 5 4 10
Typewriter Repair 10 - 10 - -
. English for Craftsmen ¥ - 12 5 -
Class for Apprentices % 1 - - 8
Gardening - 2 S e A e . S
TOTAL: P oosoEtl SRARCNe 26 G T
TOTAL: 218 45 u; b b i SN
(Source: F & A Form No,5, received May 24, 1948

As of February 29,1948 males predominated with 54% of total enrollment., For
this report, as of April 30, females account for 55% of total enrollment. Age
and sex distribution of the pupils is shown in Table II, 63% of the pupils
are 20 years of age and under, an increase of 12% over the last report, One-
third of the pupils are 36 years of age and over, There are very few pupils
between 21 -~ 35, The school staff, as of April 30,1948,consists of a super-
visor, 10 teachers and 4 other personnel,making a total of 15,

TABLE II
SHANGHAI ORT
COMPOSITION OF PUP;LS BY AGE AND SEX AS OF APRIL 30 M &
Age Groups Female Total  Per Cent
of Total
13 and under 4 8 =2 e
14 - 17 38 41 79 46
18 -« 2A 7 * 1 3 18 10
21 - 25 - 1 : | 1
26 - 35 1 5 6 3
- 36 = 49 11 26 15
‘ 50 and over < 1 30 18
TQTAL: 81 91 172 100%

(Source: F & A Form No.5, received May 24,1948).
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FROM_OTHER SOURCES
. Hungary - Dr.Aaron Syngalowski, co-chairman, Executive Committee, World ORT Union,
who is touring the Eastern European countries in order to inspect the ORT
schools, had an interview with the Hungarian Minister for Education Gyula

Ortutay, in Budapest, Hungary, according to a JTA dispatch of June 13, 1948,
Dr,Syngalowski discussed with the Minister the possibility of exempting Jewish
schools from nationalization under the impending program for nationalization
of schools, While the Minister insisted that general exemption of Jewish
schools would provoke further anti-Semitism, he assured Dr.Syngalowski that
the ORT schools would not be nationalized, Mr.Ortutay, as well as an official
of the liinistry for Industry, praised the ORT training set-up and promised to
provide machinery to aid in the establishment of 4 new ORT centers.

Rumanis - A JTA dispatch from Bucharest, Rumania, of June 15, discloses that Dr,
Syngalowski, upon his arrival in Rumania, announced the impending establish~
ment of twelve new ORT vocational training schools in Bucharest, Timisoara,
Arad, Bacau and Jassy with an enrollment potential of 3,500 students. The
schools will offer courses in the metallurgical, textile, glass and oil
drilling trades, he said, Dr.Syngalowski conferred on the problems facing
the ORT in Rumania with Gheorghe Vasilichi, Education Hinister, and Lothar
Radaceanu, Labor linister, He also addressed a country-wide conference of
ORT teachers,

ORT PUBLICITY

. Austria - The Vienna ORT published a booklet: The ORT Courses_in Radiotechniecs
in Vienna at the ORT Exhibition in Vienna in lMay 1948, The typewritten pub-
lication gives a detailed description of the training methods used and the
results achieved in the training courses in radjotechnics in Vienna and in-
cludes photos showing an electrical organ and other electrical devices built
by the Vienna ORT pupils,.

ORT IN THE NEWS

Germany: British Zone - Reports on the first graduation of ORT pupils in the ORT
training center in Schlachtensee, Berlin (see Weekly Summary, Vol,II,No,22)
appeared in the Berlin newspapers Der Abend, Der_Sozialdemokrat, Der Kurier,
and Der Tagesspiegel, All the papers point out that the pupils received dip-
lomas not only from ORT, but also from the "Deutsche Kino-Technische
Gesellschaft" (German Guild of Cinema Technicians) and that Professor Leit-
hauser of the Berlin Technical University expressed "his praiseand admiration
for the remarkable knowledge these pupils have gained in such a short period
of training,"

dustria - Der Neue Weg, Number 10, of llay 1948, gave a long report on the ORT ex-
hibition in Vienna, stating: "Among other things we saw dresses and pieces
of underwear which could be displayed in the windows of first-class shops.
The objects shown by the courses in radio and electro technics, carpentry, ma-
chine shop as well as auto mechanics could just as well have been shown in
any trade exhibition,... Ve congratulate the Austrian ORT on its beneficial
. activities which were so clearly shown at this exhibition,"

France - Unzer Vort, a Paris Yiddish daily newspaper of May 13, reviewed.the Yiddish
information bulletin issued by the French ORT, under the heading, "The Jewish
Masses are being Productivized", highly commending the work of ORT.




