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RESULTSOF 7EULLMWRYQ,MTISLANIRE

The Financialand AccountingOfficehas delayedpublicationof the resultsof
the WeeklySummeryQuestionnaire,enclosedwith the issueof March19, in the
hopethatadditionalreturnswouldbe forthcoming.Sinceno replieshavebeen
receivedin the last fewweeks,we havedecidedto try to drawconclusions
fromthoseon hand.

Out of a maximumof 125,representingseparatemailingaddresses,we received
30 completedreplies- almost25% of the total. Therewere13 fromUnited
Statesreaders,12 fromEuropeand 5 fromothercountries.This is a large
enoughand sufficientlyrepresentativesampleto yieldstatisticallyvalid
conclusionsconcerningthe opinionsof the ffsly_Samuyeelreaderswhenthe

percentagein favorequals70% or more. The answersare tabulatedin percent-
ageson page2.

Questions1, 2 and 3 weredesignedto testthe usefulnessof theW9ek1vSummary.
In general,readersclearlyconsiderit useful. 80%use it in connectionwith
ORT work in theirown countries,withonlyone replyin the negative.The
publication'svalueis obviouslygreatin suchexternalwork as meetings,
articlesor speeches,but indecisivein regardto internalORTpurposes.

Questions4 and 5 representan attemptto measurewhetherthe balancebetween
"NewsfromAmerica"and "NewsfromEurope"is satisfactory.The 50% in favor
of question4 makesthe answerinconclusive,whilethe 70% in favorof more
"NewsfromEurope"is significant.We may thereforeconclude,on the basisof
analysisof returnsby country,thatbothAmericansand Europeanswant more
newsfromEurope. Readersin othercountrieswant morenewsfrombothAmerica
and Europe. Thesedesires,of course,can be satisfiedonly if we receive
more information.

Questions6, 7, 8 and 9 weredesignedto discoverthe typeof informationde-
siredby WeeklySummaryreaders. The overallpercentagesare not decisive,
perhapsindicatingthatreadersare generallysatisfiedwithpresenteditorial
policy. An analysisof the answersby regionreveals,however,thatnon-
Europeansdefinitelywantmorehumanintereststories. Again,we canpublish
more humanintereststoriesonlyif ORT membersthroughouttheworldsubmit
suchmaterial. The answerto question8 regardingnewsof worlddevelopments
is not significant,althoughEuropeansare morein favorof the inclusionof
suchmaterialthanothers. Repliesto question9 showthatWeeklySummary 
readersdo not want a morerestrictedpublication.Nevertheless,severaltook
the troubleto indicatetheywouldlikesuchinformationthrougha separate
medium.
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DoestheWeeklySummeryprovideinformation
whichyou nos in connectionwith ORTwork in
yourown coUntry? 80%

Do you use the statisticalmaterialin the
WeeklySummaryfor yourown meetings,articles
or speeches? 80

Do you uss the informationin theWeekly_Sum-
mary chieflyfor internalORT purposes? 60

Wouldyou liketo seemorenewsfromAmerica
presentedin theWeeklySummary? 50

Wouldyou liketo see morenewsfromEurope
presentedin theWeeklySummary? 70

Wouldyou liketo see morefinancialand statis-
ticalinformation? 47

Wouldyou liketo see morehumaninterest
storiesaboutORTpersonneland students? 67

Wouldyou liketo see moregeneralnewsabout
worldpoliticaland economicdevelopmentsof
interestto ORT? 57

Wouldyou liketo seemore informationconcern-
ing 0RTpolicies,thusclearlyrestrictingthe
circulationof the aehly_amma to the lead-
ers of WorldORT Union? 47

Do you likethepresentarrangementof material
underthe headings"NewsfromAmerica","News
fromAbroad",etc? 87

Wouldyou liketo see a larger Summary
withmorepages? 30

ONNA




NO UNCERTAIN
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12. Do you receivetheWeeklySummarypromptly,
thatis withinone weekof publication? 83 14 3

The BelgianORTCommitteein itsvery helpfulletterincludes,for example,
the followinginstructiveobservation:"Wewouldobviouslywish to receive
more informationregardingthe generalpolicyof ORT,but it is equallyuse-
ful to extendthe circulationof the bulletinratherthanto restrictit.
Undertheseconditionsit may be more interestingif you wouldpublishspecial
confidentialcommuniquesoutsideof theWeeklySummaryP-"frestricttheseto
the leadersof WorldORT Unionexclusively,in whichyou couldgivemorepre-
ciseinformationon this specialpoint." Mr.M.Rechenberr;;Directorof ORT
TrainingCentersin Shanghaimakesan almostidenticalrE„commendation:"We
wouldliketo suggestconfidentialcommuniquesto theExecutiveCommitteesof
the variousORT organizationsoccasionally."
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Questions10, 11 and 12 dealwith format,sizeand mailingtime. 87% of
WeeklySummaryreaders,the largest"yes"prrcentage,likethepresentmake-
up. Only30% favormorepages,revealinggeneralsatisfactionwith thepres-
ent economicalsizeof 6 pages. It is alsoclearthat,with the exception
of a few distantplaces,theatisly_aurma= arrivesin timefor its contents
to be of currentuse.

The factthat 17 out of 30 wrote unsolicitedcomments,all of a favorable
nature,constitutesa mostgratifyingendorsementof Mr.Walinskylsoriginal
decisionto publishtheWeeklySummaryand of the effortscontinuallybeing
madeto improvethe contents.Amongthe commentsraisingquestionsaffecting
editorialpolicywhichwe are loatheto act uponwithoutreceivingadditonal
evidenceof the existenceof a widespreaddemand)are the following:Dr.N,I.
Stone,memberof theBoardof Directorsof theAmericanORTFederation:"I
believetheWeeklySummarycouldbe changedto a monthly..."Mr.A.Neumann
(Switzerland):"Financesand enrollmentstatisticsshouldbe includedin a
specialissue- onceeverythreemonths." The BelgianORTCommitteestates
that occasionallywe shouldincludeinformationconcerningplacementpossibil-
itiesfor ORT graduatesin variousimmigrationcountries.In addition,they
wouldlikeinformationon the techniquesemployedin othercountriesfor
fund-raising,membershipdrives,etc. The communicationfromUruguaystates
thattheWeeklySummary"couldbe veryusefulto us if it were translatedin-
to Yiddishor Spanishas our secretarialstaffcouldthenmakemanymorecopies
for distributionamongour committeemembers." Of course,if thisweredone,
the costwouldincreasesubstantially.In general,readeropinionis suc-
cintlysummarizedby Mr.DavidRosenstein:"I thinkthatit is a finejoband
I lookforwardto the publicationeachweek."

The resultsof the questionnaireyieldthe followingconclusions:

The Week1ySummaryrepresentsa goodjob. Readerswant morehumaninter-
est storiesand morenewsfromEurope. EffectiVeimplementationwouldre-
quirea WeeklySummarycorrespondentin eachnationalorganization,res-
ponsiblefor furnishingsuchmaterial.

Basically,thepresentfactualcharacterof thepublicationshouldbe re-
tained. TheWeeklySummarymustoontinueas a researchdepartmentpub-
lication,but possiblywith a widercirculation.

Thereis a demandby manyORT leadersfor regularreceiptof policyinform-
ation. Apparentlythisneedcan bestbe satisfiedby meansof a confid-
entialpublication.re suggestthattheExecutiveCommitteeof worldORT
Unionconsiderthisproblem,possiblyissuingsucha publicationfromParis.

It may be desirableto publishtheWeeklySummaryin EnglishandYiddish.
At present,however,thisWouldnot be practicalbecauseit wouldalmost
doublecurrentcosts.

Thereis roomfor furtherimprovementof theWeeklySummary. It mustbe
recognized,however,as partof the internalinformationbudgetof World
ORT Union,eventhoughpublishedby theFinancialandAccountingOffice,
and an adequatebudgetprovided. Thismeansabout320,000a yearagainst
the presentannualrateof expenditureof 312,000, Te are confidentthat
the ExecutiveCommitteewill givethisproblemthe considerationit de-
servesat itsnextmeetingin July.
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NEWSFROMABROAD
FROMFRANCE

TheFinancialandAccountingOfficehas just receivedinformationontheen-
rollmentof apprenticesinFrenchORTby tradeandlocation,as of December31,
1947. Therewere983apprenticesunderthesupervisionofFrenchORT,as indi-catedin thefollowingtable.87%,or 857of the983apprentices,arein Paris;therestareunderORTsupervisioninMarseille,Lyon,NiceandStrasbourg.558
apprentices,or 57%of thetotal,areemployedintheneedletrades.20%are
employedinmiscellaneoustrades,13%inthemechanicalserviceandhandtrades,andtheremaining10%in theelectrical,metal,andbuildingtrades.As indi-catedinadly_amary, Vol.II,No.15,as of December31,1947,therewere
1,229ORTpupilsenrolledinMetropolitanFranceand634pupilsenrolledin
FrenchNorth1.frica,makinga totalof 1,863.Withtheadditionof theappren-
tices,thetotaltrainedby FrenchCRTas of December31,1947,was2,846.

ENROLLYENTOF APPRENTICES:FRENCHORT (METROPOLITAN)

BY TRADEANDLOCATION

_
OCATIONAND NUMBEROF APPRENTICES
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NEWSFROMABROAD(Continued)

411 FROMSWITZERLAND

- 5

As indicatedin the followingtable,on March31, 1948 SwissORTprovided
trainingfor 231 pupils enrolledin 17 coursesgivenin 7 trainingcenters.
Thistotalof 231 representsa declineof 14%,or 38 pupils, fromtheDecember
31, 1947 enrollmentof 269 pupils. 130 pupils, or 56%of the total,are en-
rolledin needletradescourses. Thereare 43 pupils in fancyleathergoods
work,38 in machineshop,18 in electro-technicsand 2 in cabinetmaking.

Zurichis the largesttrainingcenterwith 59 ORTpupils)and Davosand Geneva
are closesecondswith 52 and 49 pupils, respectively.

The coursesin fur makingand shirtmakingin St.Gall with 16 and 6 pupils,
respectively,werecompletedduringMarch,and new coursesin the samesubjects
were begunin Aprilwith12 and 6 pupils,respectively.
(Source:GenevaFormsNo.1and 4, receivedMay 10, 1948).
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Source:GenevaFormsNo..I receivedMay 10, 194 .

FIRSTGRADUATIONSIN A BERLINORTSCHOOL
19 ORT pupilsgraduatedfroma classin motionpictureoperatingin Camp
Schlachtensee,Berlin. Representativesof IRO,VoluntaryAgencies,German
Guildof MotionPictureOperators,as well as ProfessorLeithauser,motion
pictureexpertof the Universityof Berlin,werepresentwhen the finalexam,-
inationswere taken. Afterwards,studentsand instructorsof the schoolpar-
ticipstedin a broadcast,ManyGermannewspaperscarriedreportson this
firstgraduationin a Berlin ORTschool.
(Source:CablefromtheBriiishORT to Mr.LouisJ.Walinsky,DirectorORT

Germanyand Austria,Paris,receivedin NewYork on May 25,1948).

•
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NEWSFR9MABROAD(Continued)

pRomSOUTHAFR44

The fire, NationalConferenceof theSouthAfricanORT-OZE,heldat the
CarltonHotelinuLdbansostmalgonMay 22 and 23, adopteda resolutionto the
effect"Thata NationalsouthAfricanORT-OZEorganizationbe establishedtoensurethe implementationof itsaimson a nation-widebasisand to coordinate
and extenditsactivities."Thisresolutionwas adoptedninviewof theurgentneedto extendthe teachingsand thework of ORT-OZEin SouthAfricafor the
benefitof localJewryand the countryas a whole,and in orderto assist
stillfurtherthe ORTand OZE institutionsoverseas."

The conferencewas attendedby 150 delegatesincludingrepresentativesfrornthe
largecentersof the Unionas well as fromall majorZionistand communal
organizationsin Johannesburg.Dr.H.Sonnabend,chairmanof the SouthAfricanORT-OZE,stressedthe importantrolethe Jewshaveplayedin the industrial-
izationof SouthAfricaand emphasizedthe activitiesof theVocationalGuid-
anceBureauconductedbyORT..GZEwhichhas succeededin placingnot less
than1,200Jewishboysend girlsin productiveoccupations.Dr.Sonnabend
alsoreferredto the substantialcontributionstheSouthAfricanORT-LCI2Ehas
madeto theworldmovementof ORT and statedthathis recentvisitto Europe
had strengthenedhis conviction"thattheworkof the ORTand OZE hasbecome
a necessaryconditionof survivalfor thousandsof DP's inEurope."
RabbiDr.reiler,HonaryPresidentof the SouthAfricanORT-OZEand memberof
theExecutiveCommittee,WorldORT Union,desribedthe revolutionin Jewish
lifewhichORT has broughtaboutby convertingthe"luftmenschen"intoskilled
workers and tradesmen.Referringto his recentvisitto Europe,he saidthat
if it had not beenfor ORT,the 250,000DPIsin Europewouldhavebeencom-
pletelydemoralizedand doomedto an existenceof uselessidleness.
(Source:SouthAfricanJewishTimes,of May28, 1948).

NEWSFROM AMERICA

M.MaldwinFerti lecte ChairmanExecutiveCommittee AmericanORTF dera-
Ilgn - At a meetingof the newlyelectedExecutiveCommitteeof theAmericanORTFederationon Tuesday,MaY24, M.MaldwinFertig,was electedchairman.
Mr.Fertig,a distinguishedlawyerand a leaderin civicand Jewishcommunity
affairs,has beenconnectedwith ORT since1941as Chairmanof the ORT
Councilof Crganizations.

FROMOTKERSOURCES

SenatePassesAmendmentstoWilev-RevercombBill- On June2, theSenate
passed,with certainamendments,the DisplacedPersonsAct of 1948 (7iley-RevercombBill),whichwas approvedby theSenateJudiciaryCommitteeon March
1 of thisyear (seeleeklvSunni=Vol.II,Nos.9 and 17). A majorchangewasthe increasein the two yearadmissiontotalfrom100,000to 200,000persons,
witha "carry-over"featurepermittingapplicationof the numbershortof the
100,000limitfor the firstyear to the secondyearceiling. Otheramend-
ments,however,were defeated,especiallythoseeliminatingtheprovisions
that 50%of thevisasmustbe givento "DP'soriginatingin countriesannex-
ed by foreignpower"and that50%mustbe givento agriculturiOgoswell as
one extendingthedateof eligibilityforvictimsof Nazi andFascist
aggressionfromDecember22, 1945to April21, 1947.

The bill,partof Republican"must"legislation,now goesto the House,which
rill havea choicebetweenthisbillor theFellowsBill (seeWeeklySumnarvVol.II,No.17),
(Source:New yorkTimesof June 3, and JTA of June 2, 1948).


