200 West 72nd Street, New York 23, New York

WORLD @ UNION

FINANCIAL AND ACCOUNTING OFFICE

THE (DEEKLY SUMMARY

RESTRICTED CIRCULATION

ENDICOTT 2-0556 CABLE ADDRESS: ORTUNION, NEW YORK
101,11 510,22, Teek Rnding June 4, 19.8.
RESULTS OF WEFKLY SUMI NNAIRE

5T 43

The Financial and Accounting Office has delayed publication of the results of
the Weekly Summary Questionnaire, enclosed with the issue of March 19, in the
hope that additional returns would be forthcoming, Since no replies have been
received in the last few weeks, we have decided to try to draw conclusions
from those on hand,

Out of a maximum of 125, representing separate mailing addresses, we received
30 completed replies - almost 25% of the total, There were 13 from United
States readers, 12 from Furope and 5 from other countries, This is a large
enough and sufficiently representative sample to yield statistically valid
conclusions concerning the opinions of the Weekly Summary readers when the
percentage in favor equals 70% or more. The answers are tabulated in percent-
ages on page 2.

Questions 1, 2 and 3 were designed to test the usefulness of the Weekly Summary,
In general, readers clearly consider it useful, 80% use it in connection with
ORT work in their own countries, with only one reply in the negative, The
publication's value is obviously great in such external work as meetings,
articles or speeches, but indecisive in regard to internal ORT purposes.

Questions 4 and 5 represent an attempt to measure whether the balance between
"News from America™ and "News from Europe" is satisfactory. The 50% in favor
of question 4 makes the answer inconclusive, while the 70% in favor of more
"News from Europe® is significant., We may therefore conclude, on the basis of
analysis of returns by country, that both Americans and Furopeans want more
news from Europe., Readers in other countries want more news from both America
and Europe., These desires, of course, can be satisfied only if we receive
more information,

Questions 6, 7, 8 and 9 were designed to discover the type of information de-
sired by Weekly Summary readers, The overall percentages are not decisive,
perhaps indicating that readers are generally satisfied with present editorial
policy. An analysis of the answers by region reveals, however, that non-
Europeans definitely want more human interest stories. Again, we can publish
more human interest stories only if ORT members throughout the world submit
such material, The answer to question 8 regarding news of world developments
is not significant, although Europeans are more in favor of the inclusion of
such material than others, Replies to question 9 show that

readers do not want a more restricted publication, Nevertheless, several took
the trouble to indicate they would like such information through a separate
med ium,
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. SUMMARY TABULATION OF ?&ERS TO ME%Y SUMMARY QUESTIONNAIRE
In Percentages
| 1ES

NO  UNCERTAIN

1, Does the Weekly Summsry provide information
which you mwge in connection with ORT work in
your own country? 80% 3% 17%

2. Do you uee the statistical material in the
Teekly Summary for your own meetings, articles
or speeches? 80 7 13

3. Do you use the information in the Weekly Sum-
mary chiefly for internal ORT purposes? 60 20 20

4o Vould you like to see more news from America
presented in the Weekly Summary? 50 27 23

5 Vould you like to see more news from Europe
presented in the Weekly Summary? 70 13 17

6. TWould you like to see more financial and statis-
tical information? 47 25 20

7. Would you like to see more human interest
‘ stories about ORT personnel and students? 67 27 6

8, TWould you like to see more general news about
world political and economic developments of
interest to ORT? 57 23 20

9. Tould you like to see more information concern-
ing ORT policies, thus clearly restricting the
circulation of the Weekly Summary to the lead~
ers of World ORT Union% 47 30 23

10. Do you like the present arrangement of material
under the headings "News from America", "News

from Abroad", etc? 87 3 10
11, Would you like to see a larger Weekly Summa

with more pages? 30 43 _7
12, Do you receive the Weekly Summary promptly,

that is within one week of publication? 83 14 3

The Belgian ORT Committee in its very helpful letter includes, for example,
the following instructive observation: "We would obviously wish to receive
more information regarding the general policy of ORT, but it is equally use-
ful to extend the circulation of the bulletin rather than to restrict it.
Under these conditions it may be more interesting if you would publish special
confidential communiques outside of the Weekly Summary erc restriet these to
the leaders of World ORT Union exclusively, in which you could give more pre-
cise information on this special point," Mr,M,Rechenbers;, Director of ORT
Training Centers in Shanghai makes an almost identical recommendation: "We
would like to suggest confidential communiques to the Executive Committees of
the various ORT organizations occasionally,"
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Questions 10, 11 and 12 deal with format, size and mailing time, 87% of
Keekly Summary readers, the largest "yes" prercentage, like the present make-
up. Only 30% favor more pages, revealing general satisfaction with the pres-
ent economical size of 6 pages. It is also clear that, with the exception
of a few distant places, the Tepklx Summary arrives in time for its contents
to be of current use,

THe fact that 17 out of 30 wrote unsolicited comments, all of a favorable
nature, constitutes a most gratifying endorasement of Mr,Walinsky's original
decision to publish the Weekly Summary and of the efforts continually being
made to improve the contents, Among the comments raising questions affecting
editorial policy which we are loathe to act upon without receiving additonal
evidence of the existence of a widespread demand, are the following: Dr,N,I.
Stone, member of the Board of Directors of the American ORT Federation: "I
believe the Veekly Summary could be changed to a monthly,,." MNr,A.Neumann
(Switzerland): "Finances and enrollment statistics should be included in a
special issue - once every three months," The Belgian CORT Committee states
that occasionally we should include information concerning placement possibil-
ities for ORT graduates in various immigration countries, In addition, they
would like information on the techniques employed in other countries for
fund-raising, membership drives, etc, The communication from Uruguay states
that the Feekly Summary "could be very useful to us if it were translated in-
to Yiddish or Spanish as our secretarial staff could then make many more copies
for distribution among our committee members," Of course, if this were done,
the cost would increase substantially, In general, reader opinion is suc-
cintly summarized by Mr,David Rosensteins "I think that it is a fine job and

I look forward to the publication each week,"

The results of the questionnaire yield the following conclusions:

1. The Weekly Summary represents a good job, Readers want more human inter-
est stories and more news from Europe, Effective implementation would re-
quire a Jfleekly Summary correspondent in each national organization, res-
ponsible for furnishing such material,

2. Basically, the present factual character of the publication should be re-
tained., The leekly Summary must oontinue as a research department pub-
lication, but possibly with a wider circulation,

3. There is a demand by many ORT leaders for regular receipt of policy inform-
ation, Apparently this need can best be satisfied by means of a confid~
ential publication, Ve suggest that the Executive Committee of Torld ORT
Union consider this problem, possibly issuing such a publication from Paris,

4e It may be desirable to publish the [eekly Summary in English and Yiddish,
At present, however, this would not be practical because it would almost
double current costs,.

5. There is room for further improvement of the Weekly Summary. It must be
recognized, however, as part of the internal information budget of World
ORT Union, even though published by the Financial and Accounting Office,
and an adequate budget provided, This means about $20,000 a year against
the present annual rate of expenditure of $12,000, Ve are confident that
the Executive Committee will give this problem the consideration it de-
serves at its next meeting in July,
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FROM FRANCE

R

NEWS _FROM_ABROAD

The Financial and Accounting Office has just received information on the en-
rollment of apprentices in French ORT by trade and location, as of December 31,

1947,

There were 983 apprentices under the supervision of French ORT, as indi-

cated in the following table, 87%, or 857 of the 983 apprentices, are in Parisy
the rest are under ORT supervision in Marseille, Lyon, Nice and Strasbourg, 558
apprentices, or 57% of the total, are employed in the needle trades. 20% are

employed in miscellaneous trades, 13% in the mechanical service and hand trades,

and the remaining 10% in the electrical, metal, and building trades.

As indi-

cated in Weekly Summary, Vol,II,No,15, as of December 31, 1947, there were

1,229 ORT pupils enrolled in Metropolitan France and 634 pupils enrolled in
French North Africa, making a total of 1,863,
tices, the total trained by French CRT as of December 31, 1947, was 2,846,

ENROLLMENT OF APPRENTICES: FRENCH ORT (METROPOLITAN)
BY TRADE AND LOCATION

& AS_OF DECEMBER 31, 1947

With the addition of the appren=~

LOCATION AND NUMBER OF APPRENTICES
TRADE PARIS | MARSEILLE | LYON | NICE | STRASBOURG TOTAL
NEEDLE_TRADES :
Men's Tailoring 194 3% 2 - - 207
Dressmaking L LS 15 5 - ) —d i
Fur Making 58 4 9 - - - K
Weaving 52 - 2 - - 5L
Fancy Needle Work 41 & - ’ 8 " oA
Shirtmaking 21 S - - 3 27
Pants Making ¢ - 2 2 = 14
Corsetry b - 1 - = 5
TOTAL: 495 36 21 3 3 558
METAL TRADES:
Machine Shop TOTAL: 21 2 2 - - 30
ELECTRICAL TRADES:
Radio Technics 25 6 2 - - 33
Electro Technics 22 6 1 - 1 30
TOTAL: 47 12 3 - 1 63
MECHANICAL SERVICE AND
HAND TRADES:
Cabinetmaking 41 2 - 3 w48 47
Shoemaking M | Vi ~ - - 38
Jewelry laking gL - - - - 22
Watchmaking 11 - - - - » &
Typewriter Repair & = - - - A
Dental Mechanics 3 - L - - L
TOTAL: 112 9 3 3 3 126
BUILDING TRADES:
Plumbing = 4 o . " 4
Bricklaying ~ ¥ g o e <
TOTAL: —— 6 - - - 6
MISCELLANEQUS TRADES 3
Leather Goods Work 1148 - 12 - - 160
Printing L S ak - ~ - 1
Diamond Cutting 10 - - - - 10
Other y&; _l- A = - 19
TOTAL: L 182 2 16 - = . 200
GRAND TOTAL: ' 857 i 72 43 6 5 983

(Source: Report received on lay 2/,

Paris Central Office).

1948 from lir,C,L,lang, Information Department,
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NEWS_FROM ABROAD (Continued)

FROM SWITZERLAND

As indicated in the following table, on March 31, 1948 Swiss ORT provided
training for 231 pupils enrolled in 17 courses given in 7 training centers,
This total of 231 represents a decline of 14%, or 38 pupils, from the December

31, 1947 enrollment of 269 pupils.
rolled in needle trades courses.

130 pupils, or 56% of the total, are.en-
There are 43 pupils in fancy leather goods
work, 38 in machine shop, 18 in electro-technics and 2 in cabinetmaking,

Zurich is the largest training center with 59 ORT pupils, and Davos and Geneva
are close seconds with 52 and 49 pupils, respectively.

The courses in fur making and shirtmaking in St.Gall

with 16 and 6 pupils,

respectively, were completed during March, and new courses in the same subjects
were begun in April with 12 and 6 pupils, respectively,
(Source: Geneva Forms No.l and 4, received liay 10, 1948).

PUPIL ENROLLMENT: SWISS ORT
AS _OF MARCH 31, 1948

TRADE

SOAVQA

HOTHNZ

_LOCATION AND NUMBEB OF PUPI
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LEM !E' u

ONVONT
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TOTAL

NEEDLE TRADES:

Dressmaking
Shirtmaking

Fur msking

Ladies Apparel (Cutting)

Millinery
Corsetry
Underwear making
TOTAL:
METAL TRADES:
Machine Shop
ELECTRICAL TRADES:
Electro Technics

TQTAL:

TOTAL:

MECHANICAI, HAND TRADES:

Cehinetmaking
MISCELLANEQUS TRADES:

TOTAL:-

Fancy Leathergoods work TOTAk:

GRAND TOTAL:

i
ONON

rO\l t i I!T'H-‘|
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I

2

N

29358

5.

a8 po: |

gt §

(Source: Geneva Forms No.2, received May 10, 1947).

FIRST GRADUATIONS IN A BERLIN ORT_ SCHOOL

19 ORT pupils graduated from a class in motion picture operating in Camp
Berlin, Representatives of IRO, Voluntary Agencies, German
Guild of Motion Picture Operators, as well as Professor Leithauser, motion

Schlachtensee,

picture expert of the University of Berlin,
inations were taken,

ticipated in a

broadcast,

first graduation in a Berlin ORT sehool.
(Source: Cable from the Briwish ORT %o lir,Louis J.“alinsky, Director ORT
Germany and Austria, Paris, received in New York on May 25,1948).

were present when the final exam—
Afterwards, students and instructors of the school par-
Mcny German newspapers carried reports on this
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NEWS FRQU ABROAD (Continued)
ROM SOUTH AFR

\

. The @iret National Conference of the South African ORP-OZE, held at the
Carlton Hotel in Johengesburg on llay 22 and 23, adopted a resolution to the
effect "That a National South African ORT-OZE orgenization be established to
ensure the implementation of its aims on a nation-wide basis and to coordinate
and extend its activities," This resolution was adopted ™n view of the urgent
need to extend the teachings and the work of ORT-OZE in South Africa for the
benefit of local Jewry and the country as & whole, and in order to assist
still further the ORT and OZE institutions everseas,”

The conference was attended by 150 delegates including representat iws firom the
large centers of the Union as well as from all major Zionist and communal
organizations in Johannesburg, Dr.H.Sonnabend, chairman of the South African
ORT-0ZE, stressed the important role the Jews have played in the industrial-
ization of South Africa and emphasized the activities of the Vocational Guid-
ance Bureau conducted by ORT-0ZE , which has succeeded in placing not less
than 1,200 Jewish boys and girls in productive occupations, Dr,Sonnabend
also referred to the substaential contributions the South African ORT<QZE has
made to the world movement of ORT and stated that his recent visit to Europe
had strengthened his conviction "that the work of the ORT and OZE has become

a necessary condition of survival for thousands of DP's in Europe,”

Rabbi Dr.""eiler, Honary President of the South African ORT-OZE and member of
the Executive Committee, World ORT Union, desribed the revolution in Jewish
life which ORT has brought about by converting the "luftmenschen" into skilled
worker s and tradesmen, Referring to his recent visit to Europe, he said that

‘ if it had not been for ORT, the 250,000 DP's in Europe would have been come
pletely demoralized and doomed to an existence of useless idleness,

(Source: South African Jewish Times, of May 28, 1948).

NEWS_FROM AMERICA

M.Maldwin Fertig Blected Chairman Executive Committee, American ORT Federae - -
- At a meeting of the newly elected Executive Committee of the American

ORT Federation on Tuesday, May 24, M,Maldwin Fertig, was elected chairman,

Mr.Fertig, a distinguished lawyer and a leader in civic and Jewish community

affairs, has been connected with ORT since 1941 as Chairman of the ORT

Counci} of Crganizations.

FROM OTHER SOURC

Senate Passes Amendments to Wiley-Revercomb Bill - On June 2, the Senate
passed, with certain amendments, the Displaced Persons Act of 1948 (Tiley-
Revercomb Bill), which was approved by the Senate Judiciary Committee on March
1 of this year (see Weekly Summary Vol,II,Nos, 9 and 17). 4 major change was
the increase in the two year admission total from 100,000 to 200,000 persons,
with a "carry-over" feature permitting application of the number short of the
100,000 limit for the first year to the second year ceiling., Other amend-
ments, however, were defeated, especially those eliminating the provisions
that 50% of the visas must be given to "DP's originating in countries annex-
ed by foreign power" and that 50% must be given to agriculturietg,as well as

. one extending the date of eligibility for victims of Nazi and Fascist
aggression from December 22, 1945 to April 21, 1947.

The bill, part of Republican "must" legislation, now goes to the House, which

will have a choice between this bill or the Fellews Bill (see Wegkly Summary
Vol,II,No,17),

(Source: New York Times of June 3, and JTA of June 2, 1948).




