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ORT TRAINING CENTER IN ITALY TO ADMIT NON-JEWISH DP'S

PCIRO Information Italy, published by the PCIRO Italian Mission, Office of
Public Information, No.,17, of May 15, announces that: "The agreement between
the Organization and the ORT World Union, covering VT centers which have been
functioning in some of the PCIRO cemps in Italy, has now been amplified to
include non-Jewish refugees, who can thus avail themselves of the training
centers, The additional funds required will be provided by PCIRO., Approxi-
mately - 367 of the total DP population in PCIRO installations in Italy is at
present non-Jewish and is mostly located in exclusively non-Jewish camps where
now VI centers will accordingly be instituted. The purpose of the projects

is to fitpP'%s for a useful life in the lands where they will eventually settle
down, Standards for instruction are therefore set in accordance with the
manpower demands of countries receiving graduated students,

"For the same reason, courses will be limited to the skills required for mass
emigration purposes, namely, agricultural labor, auto-mechanics, blacksmithing,
bricklaying, carpentry, electricity, mechanics, plumbing, radio mechanics,
tailoring and dressmaking, welding (electric and gas) and textile working,

The courses generally cover an average of six months, which has been found to
be the minimum indispensable for acquiring proficiency in most of the subjects
taught, All eligible DPs may attend these courses.

"Admiral George F.lMentz, the Chief of lission, who has given his final approval
to the agreement with ORT in respect of PCIRO installations in Italy, estim-
ates that 1,200 students can be trained during one year,"

According to the same source, a number of ORT courses will soon be transferred

from Cinecitta to the Villa Alba camp in the Salerno area where 350 to 400
ORT students and their families will be accomodated,
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NEWS FROM ABROAD

FROM ITALY-

A summary tabulation of pupil enrollment of Italian 02T appeered in Weekly
Summary, Vol,II,No.20, The detailed tabular presentstion by trade and location
followse As of March 31, 1948, there were 1,892 pupils e¢nrolled in Italian
ORT courses, 714 in the central and soutlhern ares and 1,178 in the northern
area of Italy, as indicated in Tables I and II, respectively, CRT training
in the central and southern area was given in 9 training centers, and in the
northern area of Italy in 11 training centers, The lergest training center in
the central and southern area is in Rome, where 246 pupils are receiving
(Continued on page 4)

TABLE I
PUPIL ENROLLMENT: ITALIAN ORT (CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN ARFA )
AS OF MARCH 31, 1948

LOCATION AND NUMBER OF PUPILS

m O gHaooEa P =e ol s
TRADE g E:g”g} & 2%5 ?—3%% TOTAL
HevEd o 854 H5s
s g ] Nl v i
< f =
NEEDLE TRADES:
Dressmaking 17 17
Ladies' Apparel (Cutting) 46 [ 56| 17 20 139
Sewing 53 53
‘ Corsetry 30 30
Millinery 26 26
Men's Tailoring 23 23
Men's Wear (Cutting) 15| 14 12 4]
Underwear making 25 25
Shoe meking eand repair 6 6
Knitting (machine) 33 | 70 103
TOTAL: 80 Le7 1181 6 20112 463
METAL TRADES:
Welding TOTAL: 10 10
ELECTRICAL TRADES:
Electro Technics 26 26
Radio Technics 29 29
TOTAL ¢ 29 26 55
MECHANICAL SERVICE AND HAND TRADES:
Auto Mechanics 18 | 24 42
Denteal lMechanics 28 28
TOTAL: 18| 24 28 70
BUILDING TRADES ;
Carpentry 5 )
Bricklaying 27 27
TOTAL: < 27 36
AGRICULTURE:
Farming 25 25
Gardening 10 10
TOTAL: 25 10 35
. MISCELLANEQUS TRADES:
Fancy Leathergoods Work TOTAL: 45 45
GRAND TOTAL: 46 [L6]l 145 [ 79126 |25 (20 |12 |10 714
(Source: Geneva Forms No.2, received liay 3, 1948, :
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NEWS FROM ABROAD (Continued)

ORT instruction, about 1/5 of the total enrollees of the area,

In the nsrthern
area of Italy, ORT in Milan is training 37% pupils, about 31% of the enrollees

in this area, thus claiming first place by size of training center,

In Rome, 16 pupils were graduated from a course in men's underwear making on

May 3, 1948, (Source: Geneva Form No,4, received liay 17, 1948), In April
1948, a new 4-month course in shirtmaking was begun in Barletta. (Source:
Geneva Form No,l, received May 17, 1948),
TABLE II
PUPIL ENROLLMENT: ITALIAN ORT (NORTHERN AREA)
AS OF MARCH 31, 1948
LOCATION AND NUMBER OF PUPILS
Bl St QE QiR Eld e s o
maD: SRECE L EER LA LR RN
g 87 ST g HS| 9 F
NEEDLE TRADES:
Dressmaking _66] 31| 28| 25 21 19R
Corsetry 371 16 53
Fur liaking 67 67
Men's Wear (Cutting) 13| 10 T
Underwear Making - 25] 29 54
Upholstering & 26 26
Knitting (Machine) 22 22
TOTAL: 155]1061181] 25 el 416
METAL TRADES:
Machine Shop TOTAL: 24 20)18 15 77
ELECTRICAL TRADES:
Electro Technics 27 27
Radio Techniecs 12 12
TOTAL: 39 39
MECHANICAL SERVICE AND
HAND TRADES:
Dental liechanics 45 45
Typewriter Repair |2l 8 29
Office lachine Repair 5 5
TOTAL 66 13 9
BUILDING TRADES:
Carpentry 30 1413 9 66
Bricklaying i 44
Plumbing 23 23
Tinsmith work 16 16
TOTAL: T'?g g 14§13 9 149
AGRICULTURE:
Farming TOTAL: 25 18 43
MISCELLANEQOUS SKILLS:
Laboratory Work TOTAL= 17 17
COURSES FOR CHILDREN:
Woodworking 22 22
Gardening ’ 16121 401 11 87
Manual Training "134 94 25 249
TOTAL: 1564 97 256 15| 21 40 ] 11 358
GRAND TOTAL: 370 319156 98] 4614614540 29 17 %;56?] 1178
(Source: Data submitted Dy DreL.Jarte, Director or ltalism URT (Nort 3

received liay 12, 1948),
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NEWS FROM ABROAD (Continued)

BRITISH ZONE

The large-scale emigration of DP's from the British Zone, which started in
Merch (see Weekly Summary Vol.II,No,17), greatly increased during April and
was expected to reach the mark of 900 in liay, In full recognition of this
fact, the directors of the various schools intensified the courses to enable
the prospective emigrants to complete their training and to pass their final
examiniations before leaving, 235 students, whose departure to Erez Israel
was imminent, thus were able to graduate with success; 115 in Neustadt-
Holstein, 60 in Ahlem Farm, 27 in Belsen, 13 in Emden, 13 in Sengwarden, and
7 in Hanover,

Pupil enrollment in the British Zone has decreased from 2,109 on February 29,
1948, to 1,141 on April 30, 1948, as shown in the following table:

PUPIL ENROLLMENT: BRITISH ZONE, GERMANY
AS OF FEBRUARY 29,1948, MARCH 31,1948 and APRIL 30, 1948

February March April

LOCATION 29,1948 31,1948 30,1948
Belsen 625 583 481
Emden 464 188 72
Neustadt 173 173 62
Berlin (Schlachtensee) 130 162 152
‘ Sengwarden 440 110 57
Hanover (Ohestr) 72 53 53
Ahlem Farm 60 53 53
Berlin (Mariendorf) - 51 51
Luneburg 42 42 40
Kaunitz 41 41 41
Brunswick ‘ 23 40 40
Hanover (Vinnhorst) 39 39 39

TOTAL : -y (o) LT i

(Source: Report from Dr,O,Dutch, Dircctor British Zone, Germany, received
May 21, 1948),

AMERICAN ZONE

Graduations = 281 ORT pupils graduated in the U.S.Zone during lMarch 1948, in

the following trades: needle trades 109, metal trades 30, electrical trades

25, mechanical service and hand trades 43, building trades 4, miscellaneous

trades and skills 20,

(Source: Tieekly "ORT Jedijes", published by World ORT Union, liunich, No,.29,
of April 16, 1948),

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE ACKNOWLEDGES COOPERATION OF ORT

Dr,Chaim Hoffmen, director Jewish Agency for Palestine, llunich, wrote to lir,
Louis J,Walinsky, Director ORT Germany~Austria,on April 26, and in the course
‘ of his letter stated:

"eeoIt is with great pleasure that we stress the understanding by you and
other ORT officials with regard to Erez Israel problems in the last months,
We appreciate the help you have provided for Palestine, which was of the
greatest importance in the field of vocational training, and also esteem

highly all you did for the students who were prepared by you to serve our
peoples.,"
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NEWS FROM AMERICA

On May 24, a luncheon attended by about 40 members and friends of ORT was
tendered in the Hotel Astor, New York, by World ORT Union and American ORT
Federation to honor lir,Max Spitz, and Mr, and lirs.Richard Feldman of Johannes=
burg; Mr.Jules Braunschvig, Vice-President of the Alliance Israelite Uni-
verselle from Paris; and lMr,Jose Tepperman of Sao Paulo, Mr,David Rosenstein
presided, Dr,David Lvovitch, chairmen, Executive Committee, World ORT Union,
in his address,stressed the generous support which the South African War
Appeal for many years has given to ORT. Mr.Spitz, Chairman of the South
African Jewish Appeal, introduced by lMre.Rosenstein, emphasized the value of
reconstruction and rehabilitation work and described the problems and policies
of the South African Jewish Appeal, He pointed out that the sums raised in
the small country of South Africa are higher on the per capita basis than
those raised in any other country of the world, Mr.Spitz indicated that the
South African Jewish Appeal will continue to allocate to ORT funds in pro-
portion to the size and quality of work that ORT is doing in Furope, Iir, and
lirs ,Feldman described in detail the work of the South African ORT-OSE organiz=-
atlon, with lirs,Feldman presenting a detailed picture of the Women's Organize
ation, of which she is President, The Women's South African ORT=OSE comprises
over 10% of all Jewish women in South Africa. MrBraunschvig emphasized the
need for ORT work in the Mediterranean area, He expressed the hope that the
ORT-Alliance School in Casablanca will be only the first one of a series of
ORT-Alliance Schools, as the economic situation of the Jews in the Moslem
countries is worse than anywhere else in the world and makes vocational train-
ing a dire necessity, lro,Tepperman gave a report on ORT work in Sao Paulo,

DEPARTURE

Dr,David Lvovitch, chairman, Executive Committee, sailed for France on the
s.ss"lauretania”, on liay 26, after many discussions with leaders of the

American ORT,

ORT PUBLICITY

Germany,U,SeZone = ORT Union, lunich, has just published the lMarch issue of Technik
Un Arbet including interesting articles on teaching and working methods im
the wood, metal and electrical trades, with many illustrations, - We also
received a 48-page Almanach, ORT, U.S.Zone, Germeny, 1945-1947, published by
World ORT Union, Munich, wider the supervision of lir,Jacob Oleiski, Engineer
VeMischelski and Dipl,EconeNsRubinsztein, The 48~page book contains many
articles, pictures, photomontages, charts and tables showing ORT development
in the Zone and the distribution of the ORT training centers in the districts
and camps. It is an enlightening publicity piece, whose excellent lay-out and
printing deserve special commendation, considering the technical difficulties
under which it was produced in Germany, From the many messages sent to ORT
Union, Munich, for reproduction in the Almenach, we quote only the following:

GsReScithers, Colonel FA, Eucom Liaison Officer, APO 407-A, UpSeArmy - (dated
December 4, 1947):

"During the fifteen months that I have been intimately connected with the
problems of the Jewish people in Germany I have of course been well aware
of the splendid work being done by ORT. This orgenization has performed
‘heroic work in its successful efforts to train the people in new skills and
to perfect the training of the semi-skilled, The entiring efforts of ORT
personnel are effectively fitting people to take their place as productive
members of society, In addition it gives to these people,many of whom have
never lived a normal adult life,self-respect,self-confidence and hope for
success in the future," :
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ORT IN THE NEWS

UsSeAe = High Points,ampazine for teachers published by the Board of Education, New
York City, in its issue of April 1948, published an article "Germany = A
Clinical Case" by Franklin J.Keller, Principal of the Metropolitan Vocational
High School, Dr,.Keller, who served as Head of the Vocational and Technical
Section of the Education and Religions Affairs Branch of the American Military
Government in Germeny, gives a detailed report on the physical and psychological
situation of the German population and writes on the displaced persons, as
follows:

"Of all the clinical symptoms in Germeny perhaps the most virulent are
those found in the displaced persons camps, especially the Jewish cemps,
Here are these people, all of whom have been through 6 or 7 years of
horror, each of whom has had 20 to 40 relatives massacred, often before
his or her own eyes - here they are, stateless, surrounded by Germans who
do not want them, themselves eager to get away from anything Germen, rest-
less, tense, frustrated, They are crowded together in cemps ranging from
& thousand to eight thousand in population, They are housed in various
kinds of quarters, sometimes in old army barracks, four to eight in a
room, At other times they live fairly comfortably in private dwellings,
But at best they lose dignity by being wards of the Allies, by living on
food and clothing supplied by others, by having no self-sustaining
occupations, but most of all by having no country, no prospects,no future,
Yet, with all this, they have set up operating communities and, best of
all, have established schools, both academic and vocational. These voc=
ational schools, supported by World ORT Union, are remarkable evidences
of a stabilizing influence in a mobile milieu,

"It was my privilege to visit 29 of these institutions, spread over the
American zone from the southwestern tip of Bavaria to the northernmost
point of Hesses They are remarkable evidences of the will to survive, to
learn, to do, to be full-fledged citizens and personalities in a hostile,
or at least indifferent, environment, The quality of the schools ranges
from excellent(excellent by any standard) to the fairly primitive, From
among the 150,000 persons in the Jewish camps, well over 7,000 are in the
ORT schools and the number is approaching a goal of 10,0004eseelt iz im-
possible to sense the tragedy of persecution, massacre, displacement,

and statelessness until one talks intimately with individuals and hears
their storiess One can appreciate the achievement of the schools in these
camps only against the fearful background of the people in them, It is
all a strange combination of sordidness and magnificence,"

Argentina ~In the Semana Israelita, German language weekly published in Buenos Aires,
of liarch 26, 1948, there appeared an article, "The frgentine ORT Organization
Proclaims liarch 29 As ORT Day - On That Day In All Jewish Schools Lectures Will
Be Given On The History, Tasks, And Achievements Of World ORT Union.” The
article deals with the work of the Buenos Aires ORT as well as of World ORT |
Union, and includes the following statement : |

"It is important to state that over 70% of the Chaluzim who before the war
emigrated from Poland to Palestine were ORT pupils. TFrez Israel can be
built up only by healthy and strong people who are able to Work, . «ORT,
through its widespread and important work in the European DP camps, pre-
pares the masses of DP's for their new ways of life, gives them hope and
opens for them wide perspectives, It prepares the rreater part of the
future immigrants to Erez Israel to become useful and productive elements
in the Jewish State,"




