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ORT TRAININGCENTERIN ITALYTOADMITYON-JEWISHDP'S

PCIROInformationItaly,publishedby the PCIROItalianMission,Officeof
PublicInformation,No.17,of Nay 15, announcesthat: "Theagreementbetween
the Organizationand the ORTWbrldUnion,coveringVT centerswhichhavebeen
functioningin SOMRof the PCIROcampsin Italy,has now been amplifiedto
includenon-Jewishrefugees,who can thusavailthemselvesof the training
centers. The additionalfundsrequiredwillbe providedby PCIRO. Approxi-
mately.36% of the totalDP populationin PCIROinstallationsin Italyis at
presentnon-Jewishand is mostlylocatedin exclusivelynon-Jewishcampswhere
now VT centerswill accordinglybe instituted.Thepurposeof the projects
is to Pita's for a usefullifein the landswheretheywill eventuallysettle
down. Standardsforinstructionare thereforeset in accordancewith the
rnanpo-,rer demandsof countriesreceivinggraduatedstudents.

"Forthe samereason,courseswillbe limitedto the skillsrequiredformass
emigrationpurposes,namely,agriculturallabor,auto-mechanics,blacksmithing,
bricklaying,carpentry,electricity,mechanics,plumbing,radiomechanics,
tailoringand dressmaking,welding(electricand gas)and textileworking.
The coursesgenerallycoveran averageof sixmonths,whichhas been foundto
be the minimumindispensableforacquiringproficiencyin most of the subjects
taught. All eligibleDPs may attendthesecourses.

"AdmiralGeorgeF.Mentz,the Chiefof Mission,who has givenhis finalapproval
to the agreementwith ORT in respectof PCIROinstallationsin Italy,estim-
atesthat1,200studentscan be trainedduringoneyear."

Accordingto the same source,a numberof ORT courseswill soonbe transferred
from Cinecittato the VillaAlba campin the Salernoareawhere350 to 400
ORT studentsandtheir familieswillbe accomodated.
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NEWSFROMABROAD

FROMITALY7

A summarytabulationof pupilenrollmentof ItalianUT appearedinWeekly
Summary,Vol.II,No.20.Thedetailedtabularpresent!ltionby tradeand locationfollows. As of March31, 1943,there -,:ere1,892pupils ,Jarelledin Italian
ORT courses,714 in the centraland soutlern area and 1,178 in the northern
areaof Italy,as indicatedin TablesI and II,respectively.URT training
in the centraland southernareawas givenin 9 trainingcenters,and in the
northernarea of Italyin 11 trainingcenters. Thelargesttrainingcenterin
the centraland southernarea is in Rome,where246 pupilsare receiving

(Continuedon page4)
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NEWS FROM ABROAD (Continued)

ORT instruction,about1/3 of tlietotalenrolleesof the area. In thenorthern
areaof Italy,ORT in Milanis tra:'ninp:3717pupils,about31% of the enroIlees
in this area,thusclaiminr7first -olac(Dby size of trainin;center.

In Rome,16 pupilswere graduatedfroma coursein men'sunderwearmakingon
May 3, 1948. (Source:GenevaFormNo.4,receivedMay 17, 1948). In April
1948,a new 4-monthcoursein shirtmakingwas begunin Barletta. (Source:
GenevaFormNo.1,receivedNay 17, 1948).

TABLEII
PUPILENROLLMENT:ITALIANORT (NORTHERNAREA)
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NEWSFROMABROAD(Continued)

FROMGERMANY


BRITISH ZONE

The large-scaleemigrationof DP's from the British Zone, which started inMarch (seeWeeklySummaryVol.II,No.17),greatly increasedduring April and
was expectedto reach the mark of 900 in Eay. In full recognitionof this
fact, the directorsof the various schools intensifiedthe courses to enablethe prospectiveemigrantsto completetheir training and to pass their final
examiniationsbefore leaving* 235 students,whose departure to Erez Israelwas imminent,thus were able to graduatewith success; 115 in Neustadt-
Holstein,60 in Ahlem Farm, 27 in Belsen, 13 in Emden, 13 in Sengwarden,and7 in Hanover.

Pupil enrollmentin the British Zone has decreasedfrom 2,109 on February29,1948, to 1,141 on April 30, 1948, as shown in the followingtable:

PUPIL ENROLLMENT:BRITISH ZONE, GERMANY
AS OF FEBRUARY 29,1948,MARCH 31,1948 and APRIL 30, 1948




February March April
LOCATION 29,1948 31,1948 30,1948

Belsen 625 583 481
Emden 464 188 72
Neustadt 173 173 62
Berlin (Schlachtensee) 130 162 152
Sengwarden 440 110 57
Hanover (Ohestr) 72 53 53
Ahlem Farm 60 53 53
Berlin (Mariendorf) - 51 51
Luneburg 42 42 40
Kaunitz 41 41 41
Brunswick 23 40 40
Hanover (Vinnhorst) 39 39 39

TOTAL: n,109 1,5n 1,141
(Source: Report from Dr.O.Dutch,DirectorBritish Zone, Germany, received

May 21, 1948).

AMERICAN ZONE

Graduations- 231 ORT pupils graduated in the U.S.Zoneduring March 1948, inthe followingtrades: needle trades 109, metal trades 30, electricaltrades
25, mechanicalservice and hand trades 43, building trades 4, miscellaneous
trades and skills 20.
(Source: Weekly "ORTJedijes",publishedby World ORT Union, hiunich,No.29,

of April 16, 1948).

JEW/SH AGENCYFOR PALESTINE ACKNOWLEDGESCOOPERATION OF ORT

Dr.Chaim Hoffman,director JewishAgency for Palestine,Dunich, wrote to Mr.Louis J.Walinsky,Director ORT Germany-Austria,onApril 26, and in the courseof his letter stated:
"...It is with great pleasurethat we stress the understandingby you andother ORT officialswith regard to Erez Israel problems in the last months.
We appreciatethe help you have provided for Palestine,Which was of thegreatest importancein the field of vocationaltraining,and also esteem
highly all you did for the studentswho were preparedby you to serve our
people..."
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NEWS FROM AMERICA

On Hay 24, a luncheon attendedby about 40 members and friends of ORT was
tendered in the Hotel Astor, New York, by ftrld ORT Union and American ORT
Federationto honor Mr.Max Spitz, and Mr. and Nts.RichardFeldman of Johannes-
burg; Mr.JulesBraunschvig,Vice-Presidentof the Alliance IsraeliteUni-
verselle from Paris; and Mr.Jose Teppermanof Sao Paulo. Mr.David Rosenstein
presided. Dr.David Lvovitch, chairman,Executive Committee,World ORT Union,
in his address,stressedthe generous supportwhich the South African War
Appeal for many years has given to ORT. Mr.Spitz, Chairmanof the South
African JewishAppeal, introducedby Hr.Rosenstein,emphasizedthe value of
reconstructionand rehabilitationwork and describedthe problemsand policies
of the South African JewishAppeal. He pointed out that the sums raised in
the small country of South Africa are higher on the per capitabasis than
those raised in any other country of the world. Mr.Spitz indicatedthat the
South African JewishAppeal wdll continue to allocateto ORT funds in pro-
portion to the size and quality of work that ORT is doing in Europe. Mr. and
Ers.Feldmandescribed in detail the work of the South African ORT-OSE organiz-
ation,with Mrs.Feldmanpresentinga detailedpicture of the Women's Organiz-
ation, of which she is President. The Women's South African ORT-OSE comprises
over 110),of all Jewishwomen in South Africa. Mr.Braunschvigemphasizedthe
need for ORT work in the Mediterraneanarea. He expressedthe hope that the
ORT-AllianceSchool in Casablancawill be only the first one of a series of
ORT-AllianceSchools, as the economicsituationof the Jews in the Moslem
countriesis worse than anywhere else in the world and makes vocationaltrain-
ing a dire necessity. Mr.Teppermangave a report on ORT work in Sao Paulo.

• DEPARTURE

Dr.David Lvovitch, chairman,Executive Committee,sailed for France on the
s.s."Eauretania",on 1Ay 26, after many discussionswith leaders of the
American ORT.

ORT PUBLICITY

Germany,U.S.Zone- ORT Union, hunich, has just publishedthe March issue of Technik
Uh Arbet includinginterestingarticleson teaching and mrking methods in
the wood, metal and electricaltrades,with many illustrations. - We also
receiveda 48-page Almanach,ORT, U.S.Zone,Germany, 1945-1947,publishedby
World ORT Union, munich, under the supervision of Er.Jacob Oleiski,Engineer
V.Hischelskiand Dipl.Econ.N.Rubinsztein.The 48-page book containsmany
articles,pictures,photomontages,charts and tablesshowing ORT development
in the Zone and the distributionof the ORT trainingcenters in the districts
and camps. It is an enlighteningpublicitypiece, Whose excellentlay-out and
printingdeserve special commendation,consideringthe technicaldifficulties
under which it was produced in Germany. From the many messagessent to ORT
Union, Lunich, for reproductionin the Almanach, we quote only the following:

G.R.Scithersu_Colonel_FA,_Eucom_LiaisonOfficer,APO 407.11,U.S.Army - (dated
December 4,

"During the fifteen months that I have been intimatelyconnectedwith the
problems of the Jewish people in Germany I have of course been well aware
of the splendidwork being done by ORT. This organizationhas performed
heroic work in its successfulefforts to train the people in new skills and
to perfect the training of the semi-skilled. The entiring efforts of ORT
personnelare effectivelyfitting people to take their place as productive
members of society. In addition it gives to these people,manyof whom have
never lived a normal adult life,self-respect,self-confidenceand hope for
success in the future."
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ORT IN THE YEWS

U.S.A. - HighPoints,amEgazinefor teachers publishedby the Board of Education New
York City, in its issue of April 1948, publishedan article "Germany- A
ClinicalCase" by Franklin J.Keller,Principalof the MetropolitanVocational
High School. Dr.Keller,who served as Head of the Vocationaland Technical
Section of the Educationand ReligionsAffairs Branch of the American Military
Governmentin Germany, gives a detailed report on the physicaland psychologicalsituationof the German populationand writes on the displaced persons,as
follows:

"Of all the clinicalsymptonE in Germany perhaps the most virulent are
those found in the displacedpersons camps, especiallythe Jewish camps.
Here are these people, all of whom have been through 6 or 7 years of
horror, each of whom has had 20 to 40 relativesmassacred,often before
his or her own eyes - here they are, stateless,surroundedby Germanswho
do not want them, themselveseager to get away from anything German, rest-
less, tense, frustrated. They are crowded togetherin camps ranging from
a thousand to eight thousand in population. They are housed in various
kinds of quarters,sometimes in old army barracks, four to eight in a
room. At other times they live fairly comfortablyin privatedwellings.
But at best they lose dignityby being wards of the Allies, by living on
food and clothingsuppliedby others, by having no self-sustaining
occupations,but most of all by having no country,no prospects,no future.Yet, with all this, they have set up operatingcommunitiesand, best of
all, have establishedschools,both academic and vocational. These voc-
ational schools, supportedby World ORT Union, are remarkableevidences
of a stabilizinginfluencein a mobile milieu.

"It was my privilegeto visit 29 of these institutions,spread over the
American zone from the southwesterntip of Bavaria to the northernmost
point of Hesse. They are remarkable evidencesof the will to survive,to
learn, to do, to be full-fledgedcitizens and personalitiesin a hostile,
or at least indifferent,environment. The quality of the schools ranges
from excellent(excellentby any standard)to the fairly primitive. From
among the 150,000 persons in the Jewishcamps, well over 7,000 are in the
ORT schools and the number is approachinga goal of 10,000 It is im-




possible to sense the tragedy of persecution,massacre, displacement,
and statelessnessuntil one talks intimatelywith individualsand hears
their stories. One can appreciatethe achievementof the schools in these
camps only against the fearful backgroundof the people in them. It is
all a strange combinationof sordidnessand magnificence."

Argentina-In the Semana Israelita,German languageweekly publishedin Buenos Aires,
of March 26, 1948, there appearedan article, "The trgentine ORT Organization
ProclaimsMarch 29 As ORT Day - On That Day In All Jewish Schools LecturesWill
Be Given On The History, Tasks,And AchievementsOf World ORT Union." The
articledeals with the work of the Buenos Aires ORT as well as of 7iorldORT
Union, and includesthe followingstatement:

"It is importantto state that over 70% of the ChaluzimWho before the waremigratedfrom Poland to Palestinewere ORT pupils. Erez Israel can be
built up only by healthy and strong people who are able to work...ORT,
through its widespread and importantwork in the EuropeanDP camps, pre-
pares the masses of DP's for their new ways of life, gives them hope and
opens for them wide perspectives. It preparesthe greater part of the
future immigrantsto Erez Israel to become useful and productiveelements
in the Jewish State."


