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ORT GREETS THE NEW STATE OF ISRAEL

CHAIM WEITZMANN
WALDORF ASTORIA,NEW YORK CITY,

NOW AS THE JEWISH PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD HAIL THE NEW STATE OF ISRAEL I
WISH IN THE NAME OF WORLD ORT UNION TO EXPRESS TO YOU PRESIDENT OF ISRAEL OUR
SINCEREST CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES STOP WORLD ORT UNION IS READY TO
DEVOTE ALL ITS RESOURCES TQO THE NOBLE WORK OF BUILDING A PROSPEROUS DEMOCRATIC
SOCIETY BASED ON THE FULLEST DEVELOPMENT OF A SELFSUPPORTING AND SKILLED LABCR
FORCE STOP MAY YOUR SUBLIME WISDOM AND KEEN STATESMANSHIP LEAD THE PEOPLE ar
ISRAEL TO EARLY PEACE AND SECURITY

GEORGE BACKER ,PRESIDENT
WORLD ORT UNION

YEHUDA BEHAM
CHAIRMAN ORT TOOL SUPPLY CORPORATION
52 NACHLAT BENYAMIN STREET,TELAVIV,ISRAEL

PLEASE CONVEY THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL SINCEREST CONGRATULATIONS FROM WORLD
CRT UNION STOP MAY THE NEW STATE PROSPER AND PEACE QUICKLY BE RESTORED STOP
WORLD ORT UNION WILL DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO HELP ORT TOOL PALESTINE MAKE
ITS CONTRIBUTION IN BUILDING A COMMUNITY OF SKILLED WORKERS IN ISRAEL

GEORGE BACKER,PRESIDENT  DAVID LVOVITCH,CHAIRMAN
WORLD ORT UNION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

BEN GURION,PREMIER-DESIGNATE STATE OF ISRAEL
TELAVIV,ISRAEL

WOMENS AMERICAN ORT 20,000 STRONG PLEDGE CONTINUED EFFORT SENDING SKILLED
HANDS TO BUILD THE NATION

MRS ,LUDWIG KAPHAN,
NATIONAL PRESIDENT,
WOMEN'S AMERICAN ORT
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NEWS FROM_ABROAD

FROM_AUSTRIA

D o S et s L e S

Opening of the Vienna ORT Exhibition - On May 10, the formal opening of the
Vienna exhibtion of goods manufactured by ORT students took place at the Court
of Arbitration in the Vienna Stock Exchange Building, Dr.Heinrich Sokal,
President of the Vienna ORT Committee, greeted the guests: General John S,
Wood, Chief of PCIRO Austria, Mrs,Pomerey, Chief Care and Maintenance, PCIRO,
lir ,Honay, Vice-Mayor of Vienna, Dr,Zechner, President of the Vienna Board of
Education, Ing,Cech, Chief of the Austrian Board of Vocational Education, Nr,
Brill, representative of the Jewish religious congregation in Vienna, and lir,
Alexander Solun, Director of Supplies, ORT Germany and Austria, who represented
World ORT Union,

Mr,Harry Branton, Director Austria Mission, in his address, explained the
vhiloseply of ORT, based on the aim of developing the productive forces within
the Jews, in order to make them valuable members of society,

We present below excerpts from some of the speeches given by some of the guests:

General Wood, .Chief PCIRO, Austria: "I can only say that I have had the
opportunity to observe the work of ORT in Germany and in Austria and I
know the need they are filling and I know what they are doing., It is
something essential and they know how to do it, I would like to congratu-
late Mr.,Branton on the work that he has done and is doing and anything
that IRO is able to do to assist in this work will be done,"

Dipl.Ing.Cech: "We admire your optimism, We admire your activity and we
are gladly prepared to do everything in our power to support your work and
to help you to develop it., Ve express the wish that all those who were
fortunate enough to acquire knowledge and skills will soon be able to
utilize them as free people in a country which may become their Homeland
once more, This, ladies and gentlemen, is not only my personal wish,which
I express to you and your organization, but also the wish of the lMinister
of Education,"

Vice-Mayor Honay: "You attempt an approach which seems to us especially
useful and with which we agree heartily: to train people and to guide
them into occupations which up to now were strange to them, to educate
them to productive work, That is something which we need, especially
after this period of destruction....In this sense, I wish to underline the
significance of your work for the future as a sign of reconstruction and
productive work, In this spirit, I welcome you heartily on behalf of the
municipality of Vienna,"

Several publicity pieces, among them a beautiful book "ORT Operation in Austria"
showing CRT development and activities in Austria in articles and pictures,
were published by ORT Austria Mission on this happy occasion - The Vienna
Kurjer of May 11, printed a report on the opening of the exhibition under the
headline "Jewish DP's Find New Approach To Life,"

Pupil Enrollment in Austria ~ The table on the following page presents a four-
teen-month picture of the growth of ORT activity in Austria from the end of

January 1947 through the end of March 1948, As of March 31, 1948, there were
1,215 pupils enrolled in 63 courses given in 8 training centers, This total of
1,215 pupils represents the enrollment peak for Austria to date, Since January
1947, 348 pupils were graduated from ORT courses in Austria, As of March 31,
1948, there were 203 ORT employees, 149 teachers and 54 other personnel,
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NEWS_FROM_ABROAD (Continued)

GROWTH OF AUSTRIAN ORT ACTIVITY BY MONTH
JANUARY 31,1947 - MARCH 31,1948

End of Pupils Training Courses Pergonnel ° Graduates' -
lMonth Centers Teachers _Other Total . Monthly Cumulative
1947 :
January - - - - - - - -
February 100 1 5 14 2 16 - -
March 148 2 7 22 2 24 - o
April 255 2 9 28 2 30 - -
May 239 2 9 28 L 31 - -
June 390 VA 16 53 5 58 - -
- July 374 4 kY 4 50 < 3 34 34
August 297 A 15 50 ; 57 138 172
September 588 6 29 69 12 8l - 172
October 1,063 3 37 98 14 112 13 185
November 1,178 6 42 112 17 129 28 213
December 1,037 6 40 122 19 141 48 261
1948:
January 1,014 i 40 126 23 149 43 304
February 1,157 Hs 55 140 48 188 A 348
March 1,215 8 63 149 54 203 - 348

(Source: Report from lir.Louis J.Walinsky, Historical Fducational Statistics, re-
ceived May 13, 1948).

FROM _ARGENTINA

Additional information has just been received regarding ORT evening courses
for the vocational training of youths who wish to prepare themselves for
Israel (see Weekly Summary, Vol,II,No,18), These courses will begin June
1, 1948 with an initial enrollment of 60 youths, These young folks are mem-
bers of Zionist Youth Organizations in Argentina, and will receive 6 to 7
months of mechanical and technical training with their special applications
to agricultural pursuits, :
(Source: Letter from Federacion ORT Sudamericana, Buenos Aires, dated May
12, 1948),

MR,VAN PRAAG ATTENDS WARSAW UNVEILING

Mr,Van Praag, of Brussels, member of the Central Board, World ORT Union,
represented the Executive Committee of World ORT Union, at the unveiling on
April 18, 1948, of the monument erected in memory of the armed uprising in
the Warsaw Ghetto, The Polish ORT published a 12 page booklet commemorating
this occasion, showing pictures of ORT work in 14 cities’ in Poland and on’
the farms in the Dzierzoniow district,

(Source: Letter from Geneva, dated May 10, 1948),
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NEWS_FROM_ABROAD (Continued)
‘ FROM ITALY

As of March 31, 1948 there were 1,892 pupils enrolled in ORT courses, 714 in
the central and southern area and 1,178 in the northern ares of Italy. This
enrollment total represents an increase of about 300 pupils over the enroll-
ment of December 31, 1947, A detailed tabular presentation of pupil enroll-
ment in Italian ORT by trade and location as of March 31, 1947, will be pre-
sented in the next issue of the Weekly Summary.

Of the 1,892 pupils enrolled in Italian ORT as of March 31, 1948, 46% are re-
ceiving instruction in the needle trades, as indicated in the table below,
19% of the enrollees are children who are being trained in manual training,
woodworking and gardening. Another 10% are training in the building trades
while the remaining 25% are receiving ORT training in the mechanical service

and hand trades, metal trades, electrical trades, agriculture and miscellaneous
other trades,

PUPIL ENROLLMENT BY TRADE GROUPS: ITALIAN ORT
AS_OF MARGH 31,1948

Uentral and Northern To%af ?er Cent

Southern Area of Total
: Area

Needle Trades 463 416 879 L6%
Metal Trades 10 77 87 5
Electrical Trades 55 39 94 5
Mechanical Service and

‘ Hand Trades 70 79 149 8
Building Trades 36 . 149 185 10
Agriculture b 43 78 4
Miscellaneous Trades 45 17 62 3
Courses for Children - 358 o SN |

TOTAL: hr 1,178 1.892 100%

(Source: Data for central and southern area: Geneva Forms No,2, received May

3, 1948,
Data for northern area: Report submitted by Dr.L.Jaffe, Director of
Ttalian ORT (northern area), received May 12, 1948).

ARRIVALS

Three visitors from South Africa who are devoted friends of ORT arrived in
New York: Mr, and Mrs.Richard Feldman and MNr, Max Spitz of Johannesburg,

Mr, and Mrs.,Richard Feldman were instrumental in organizing the South African
ORT. Mrs,Feldman is President of the South African Women's ORT, an organiza-—
tion with over 6,A00 members,

Mr.Max Spitz is chairman of the South African Jewish Appeal and a staunch
advocate of ORT. He came to this country to confer with American Jewish or-
ganizations and will proceed from here to Europe to see the Jewish organiza-
tions including ORT at work in wvarious European countries,

Two South American friends of OART are also visiting New York: Mr,Jose Tepper-
. man ,member of the Sao Paulo ORT Committee, and Mr.Leon Lissovsky, treasurer
of the Rio de Janeiro ORT.
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NEWS FROM_AMERICA

American ORT Federation - At the meeting of the Board of Directors on May 18,
among other important decisions, an Executive Committee was elected, consisting
of 17 members: lrs,Naomi Finkelstein; MNrs,Ludwig Kaphan; Mr,Joseph Basking
Mr,John Davidson; Mr.Alexander Dolowitz; Hon.M,Maldwin Fertig; Mr,Elias Gart-
man; Nr, Benjamin Gebiner: Mr,Adolph Held; Mr.Max Herzfeld; Mr,Julius Hochmanj
Nr.A.C,Litton; Hon,Louis S,Posner; lr,David Rosenstein; lir.Jacob Simonson;
Dr.Simon Segal; and Dr, Jacob B,Shohan, lMessrs.George Backer, Louis B.Boudin,
Murray Levine, and Joseph Weinberg are members ex officio,

Young Men's and Women's Division -~ The Young Men's and Women's Division of the

American OKT Federation held their 10th Annual Convention on llay 16, at the
Peter Stuyvesant Hotel, New York, About 300 delegates and guests participated,
liiss Barbara Berkman presided, and reports on the activities of the division .
as well as outlines for future plans were made. The principal speaker of the
convention was Dr.David Lvovitch, vice-president, World ORT Union, Messages
were received from: Senator Robert F,.Wagner; Congressman Jacob K,Javits;
George Backer, president, World ORT Union; Louis B,Boudin, chairman, American
ORT Federation; the Hon,M,Maldwin Fertig, chairman ORT Council; and Mrs,.Ludwig
Kaphan, president, Women's American ORT. MNr,Nathan Dechter, who served with
the United States Army in Europe, and who was a formef chairman of the Park-
chester American Veterans' Committee, was elected president of the division. .

Workmen's Cirele Convention - On behalf of the American ORT Federation, Mr.Julius
Hochran, member of its Board of Directors, and Administrative Chairman of the

ORT Labor Committee, addressed the Workmen's Circle Convention held last week
in Boston, Mr.Hochman portrayed a world-wide picture of the ORT activites con-
ducted in 23 countries, especially in the DP camps.

Mr.Efim Yeshurin, president of the Workmen's Circle, spoke of the close contact

his organization has with ORT, and emphasized the Workmen's Circle's interest

in the ORT movement even now when the American ORT Federation is not conducting

separate fund-raising campaigns due to its agreement with the JDC, Mr,Yeshurin

pledged the further support of the WC to ORT and called on the delegates to help
the American ORT in orgenizing ORT groups throughout the country, A resols .

ution to this effect was adopted,

International Jewish Social Worker's Conference - On May 13 and 14, Dr,David

Lvovitch, Chairman of the Executive Committee, World ORT Union, attended the
International Conference for Jewish Social Werkers held in Atlantic City.

Dr.Lvovitch in his speech on ORT work, thanked Rabbi Rothschild of Switzerland,
and Mr.Lubin of France, who had praised ORT work in their countries, as well as
Mrs.Bertha Schoolman, representative of the Hadassah, who had given credit to
ORT for the training of Jewish youth in cooperation with the Youth Aliyah. He' -
emphasized the desire of ORT to help in the building-up of the new state of
Israel and mentioned the fact that the ORT-IRO agreement entitles ORT to move,
when the need arises, its machines and material from Germany, Austria and Italy
to Palestine and other countries, together with the ORT pupils and instructors.,
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S ORT PUBLICITY

. Austria - The Ilustrirter ORT Maggrin, Linz, No,3 of May 1948, includes articles by
several ORT instructors in the Salzburg area and reports on the exhibition of
ORT pupi#ls' work in Ebelsberg, as well as on the graduation ceremony in Salz-
burg. Dr.R.Knaus, Manager of the Trade Section of the Chamber for Trade and
Commerce in Upper Austria, contributed an article "New Times, New Approaches,
New People," in which he described the value of ORT work,and states:

"On the occasion of several examinations in which we participated, we
have....voiced our astonishment at the great zeal with which the pupils
are working and the high level of their trade knowledge which they have
acquired in the short time of six months,..,,.The achievements of the
pupils in their trade and their intelligence are more than gratifying,"

ORT IN THE NEWS

Shanghai - The Shanghai Echo of May 5 reports on the meeting held by the Jewish
Council of Delegates on April 28, 1948, at which the activities of the Council's
Subcommittee on Migration were discussed. The ‘ubcommittee had conferred with
Mrs.April of IRO with regard to the problem of increasing immigration possibili-
ties to South American countries, Mrs.April voiced the opinion that the times
had passed when people were admitted for humanitarian reasons only, Immigration
could be increased only by offering to the governments prospective immigrants
who would be valuable for the economy of the country, The Subcommittee there-
fore agreed to initiate an extensive short-term training program for future
enigrants and discussed this problem with the representatives of JDC and ORT.

‘ A preliminary program was adopted which envisaged the following training courses:
tatloring, corset making, glove making, welding, and shirt making and cutting,

Poland - Biuletyn Informacyiny Stow.,ORT" W Polsce No,2, in Polish and Yiddish, was

just received and contains a gread deal of material about the activities of the
ORT in Poland,

U.S5,As - The Forward of May 8 printed an article by Jaceb Oleiski, Director of ORT
schools in the U,S.Zone of Germany, under the heading "Are the Jews in the
DP Camps Guilty in the Black Market?"

In the weekly supplementary, "Unzer Hilf" issued by the United Jewish Appeal,
which appeared in the Jewish Dailiesof April 22, Mr.Max Ogust, chairman of the
Council of Organizations of the U.J.A. writes about the significance of this
year's campaign and states:

"Besides the three major agencies, the UJA also includes the ORT, which
conducts a tremendous retraining work program among the Jews in the camps
and all over the world, ORT teaches them trades and prepares them for a
productive and creative life in Israel and in all other countries where
they will emigrate.”

In the Jewish newspaper, The Day, of April 24, Miss Jean Jaffe describes an

exhibition of art by children of 12 different countries at the Jewish . lMusewn,

arranged by the Art Department of the Jewish Education Committee, She mentions
. that children in Amsterdam painted pictures of ORT schools there.




