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SECOND ORT SCHOOL OPENED IN BERLIN

In addition to the ORT school at Camp Schlachtensee, with a pupil enrollment

of 130 (See Veelkly Summary, Vol,II, 1To,11), an ORT school has been opened at

Camp Mariendorf in the Americen sector of Berlin, with 55 pupils, The

establishment of a third school in Berlin, Jeachimsthalerstrasse, has been

discussed with Dr,Fabian, head of the 3erlin Jewish community, This school

will be used for the training of Jews living within the community only. A
ropaganda campaign to win pupils for this school has been scheduled for April,
Source: Report from Director, British Zone, received March 29, 1948),

STUDENTS AT FRENCH ORT SCHOOL GET DEFERMENT OF MILITARY
SERVICE TO COMPLETE STUDIES

A group of Jewigh students at the Lyons ORT trade school, who were called up
for military service, have been granted one-year deferments by the French
Army in order to complete their studies, it was reported here today, The
army's ruling, an ORT official pointed out, now places the ORT schools in
France on an equal footing with the French public¢ schools,

(Source: Jewish Telegraphic Agency News, dated March 30, 19u8),

ORT GREETS GOVERNOR IEHMAN ON HIS 7OTH BRRTHDAY

Mr,George Backer, President World ORT Union, and lr,Louls B,Boudin, Chairman
American ORT Federation, sent the following congratulatory message to Governor
Herbert H,Lehman on March 29, 19ug€:

¥QX BEHALF OF THE WORLD ORT UNION AND THE AMERICAN ORT FEDERATION WE EXTEND
OUR HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS AND SINCERE WISHES ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR
70TH ANNIVERSARY STOP WE HAVE BEEN PRIVILEDGED TO HAVE YOUR ADVISORY
LEADERSHIP EVEN LONG BEFORE THE FOUNDING OF THE AMERICAN BRANCH OF THE
WORLD ORT UNION STOP WHEN ORT INITIATED ITS TRAINING PROGRAM IN THE IP
CAMPS AND REVIVED ITS WORK IN THE VARIOUS EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AFTER THE WAR
WE WERE FORTUNATE T0 HAVE YOUR ACTIVE PARTICIPATION AS UNRRA DIRECTOR STOP
WE JOIN WITH ALL AMERICANS AND JEWS THE WORLD OVER IN HEARTFELT APPRECI-
ATION AND IN THE HOPE THAT HUMANITY MAY CONTINUE TO BENEFIT FROM YOUR
SERVICES AND LEADFRSHIP FOR MANY YEARS TO COME."
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. ORT STRESSIIG GOVERWENT SUPPORT ~ Dr,David Lvovitch, Vice-President of lorid
ORT‘Union, stressed in a statement to the Weekly Summary the efforts currently
being made by ORT to obtain increasing support from various governments,

"It is well known that our work in Eyrope and elsewhere is steadily increasing,
Wevertheless", said Dr,Lvovitch, "we cannot meet all the urgent requests tp
train youths and adults because of lack of sufficient funds, A4s a result,
although strenuous efforts are beins made, it is unlikely that our schools will

be able to accomodate in 1948 more than 30,000 pupils - somevhat more than were
trained in 1947,

" i ities, and in many cases governments, have aske@ - S
%gegigﬁgEZngg;S%r;gg?ig faciiities. In some cases they hav? 9f?ered financial
assistance, The French government, for example, provides su0s1d1es.for 03? pu=~ ‘
pils amounting to about $100,00C a year, The Hungarian government is paying
the salaries of our instructors., The Bulgarian and Polish goveraments have
placed at our disposal buildings,land,tractors and various machines and supe .
plies, In 1947 the Swedish government contributed in the form of machinery and
instructor!s training about $75,000 for our work in Germany, As part of the
Swedish government contribution for 19@7,0RT instructors from Germany, Italy
and France shortly will 30 to Stockholm to receive advanced training in Swed-

ish vocational schools, The Swedish government will defray all expenses, in-
cluding maintenance M

An activity at the governnental level that Dr,Iwvovitch thought
be extremely important, not only in terms of developing greater sympathy and
. support for ORT's work but also in vielding some of the mich-needed finances, |
is the attempt now being made to revive activities of ORT Parliamentary
Committees in several countries, "Prior to the war," Or,Lvovitech pointed out, |
"there were several such committees in existence, 1In dmerica, there was an
ORT Congressional Committee establisiied in Washington in 1935 under the chair-
manship of Senator Robert F.Wagner, In ®¥nzland, Lord Marley has been chairman
of the ORT Parliamentary Advisory Committee since it was established in 1930,
In France, the French ORT Parliamentary Committee was organized in 1934 under
the chairmanship of Edouard Herrioet and Justin Godard, We are noyw prlanning to
organize new Parliamentary Committees in Bulgaria, Sweden, Switzerland, Italy
and perhaps in certain South American countries, It is hoped," Dr,Lvovitch
concluded, "that an international conference of ORT Parliamentary Committees
will be able to take place in Geneva in dugust of this year in order to discuss

resettlement and rehabilitation problems of DP's ang refugees — problems now of
great concern to practically every government ¥

mizght prove to

VORLD ORT UNION EXDORSES PROGRAM OF UNITED ATIONS APPEAL FOR CHILDREN - Mr,
George Backer, President, %orld ORT Union, wrote the folloving letter to the
Secretary-General of the United Fations Appeal for Children:

"MroTrygve Lie, Secretary~General ,United Nations, March 26, 1948,
Lake Success, New York, S
Dear Hr,lie:
. I have the honor of informing you that the Executive Committee of the World

UBT Union at its recent meeting, held in Paris on March 6, 1948

» unanimously
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passed a resolution endorsing the program of the United Nations Appeal for
Children. The resolution is as followss?

"The Executive Committee of the 'orld ORT Union endorses the work of the
United Nations Appeal for Chiidren and promises to fully support its program.

"The Fzecutive Committee invites the national ORT organizations to
participate iz the setting up of local joint Committees for the collection
of funds for UNAC and UNESCQ.

"It is further recommended to the various national organizations to see
that a certain percentage of the funds thus collected be reserved for ed-
ucational voluntary agencies and in varticular £op O2T,%

I want to assure you that World ORT Union will cooperate with UNAC in every
way that is possible,

Yours very truly,
(signed) Gsorge Backer, President,
Worida ORT Union ¥

ORT-USFNA Purim Party — The Windsor Chapter of Women's American ORT in coopera-
tion with the United Service for New &mericans arranged a gala Purim Party on
Thursday evening, March 25 1948, at the iotel Marseilles in New York, for about
200 new arrivals to America, including many former ORT students and instructors.
Mrs.Lola Bader, Jational Board lMember of Women's American ORT and chairman of
Hospitality for New Americans in the New York Region, nrranged the partysdmong
the guests were Mrs,Cylvia Margulies, Baroness Pierre de Gunzbourg, and Mrs,E,
Scherer, Principal of the Bramson ORT Trade School,

NEWS FRCM ABROAD
FROM GERMANY: AUMERICAN ZONE

In WYeekly Summary Vol,II,No,12, we mentioned that the January report showed a
slight decline in enrollment, Total enrollment as of January 31,1948 was 8,038,
On the following page, we present a table showing enrollment by trade, number
of pupils for eacl %I@a’p and pupil-teacher ratio,

There were 3,578 pupils in various courses in the needle trades, accounting for
L5% of total enrollment, Within this group, courses in dressmaking are by far
the most popular, representing 22% of total enrollment or almost half of the
needle trades' student body, The technical trades had 1,404 pupils, or 17% of
total enrollment, It is encouraging to note that enrollment in machine shop
courses has increased and now totals 854 pupils, or 11% of total enrollment,
Some progress has been made in the building trades, with 409 pupils at t he end
of January, or 5% of the total, This compares with 284 pupils being trained in
this field at the end of Wovember, 1947 — a very gratifying increase of 4udb,
The remainder of 2,647 pupils, or 33% of total enrollment, were studying a
variety of miscellaneous trades,

There were 723 teachers providing the instruction for these 8,038 pupils,or au
average of 11,1 pupils per teacher -~ a very low pupil-teacher ratio conducive

to individualized instruction, The average pupil-teacher ratio by broad cat>~
gories is lowest for technical trades (8.3), guite low for the building trades
and most of the miscellaneous trades, and rises to 16,4 for the needle tradss.
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PUPIL ENROLLMENT BY TRADE: GERMANY, U,5, ZONE

. AS OF JANUARY 31, 1948
e e e
: PER CENT PUPIL -
TRADE PUPILS OF TOTAL TEACHERS TEACHER
_RATIO
NEEDLE TRADE
Dressmaking 1,734 2% 101 17.2
Corsetry 354 4 17 20.8
Children's Clothing 321 4 17 18,9
Underwear Making 312 4 19 16.4
Weaving 185 2 16 11.6
Men's Wear: Cutting 183 2 11 16.6
Women's Wear: Cutting 126 2 A 3.2
Shoemaking 122 2 12 10,2
Mechanical Knitting 93 1 9 10,3
Millinery 67 1 5 13.4
Hand Knitting 40 o= 2 20,0
Men's Tailoring 29 - 3 3.7
‘ Men's Hatmaking il © - s 6.0
TOTAL 3,578 45 218 16,4
TECHNICAL TRADES
lMachine Shop 854 11 104 8.2
Radio Technics 387 5 46 8.4
Electro Technics 183 e 53 . L.b
‘ TOTAL 1,404 17 169 8.3
BUILDING TRADES
Carpentry 333 4 34 9.8 |
ilasonry 76 1 9 8.4
TOTAL 409 - % 43 9.5
MISCELLANEQUS
Auto llechaniecs 512 6 (YA 8.0
Apprentices e TN 1 -
Dental Mechaniecs 284 L 27 1055
Leather Goods 256 3 18 14.2
Photography 92 1 11 8.4
Watch Repairing 73 1§ 10 %3
Cosmetics 54, 1 6 9.0
Driving 47 . 1 47.0
Nursing 45 1 7 6.4
Goldsmith Work 43 4 6 Tl
Bookkeeping 39 - 5 7.8
Galvano Plating 38 - 4 9.5
Motion Picture Operating 28 - 4 7.0
Optical Technics 28 - : i 28.0
Typewriter Repairs 24 - 4 6.0
Linotype Operating 21 - 1 21,0
Building Superintendence 17 - 3 5.
Fashion Designing 11 - 3 3.7
Tinsmith Work 10 - 1 10.0
Ceramics 8 - 1 8.0
’ ggveyéng 7 - 1 7.0
er Courses 704 9 114 6.2
TOTAL 2,647 33 293 2.0
G
RAND TOTAL 85038 100% 723 11,1
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FROM GERMANY: BRITISH ZONE

New Couress — Weaving courses have been established in Belsen and Emden, In
the zonal school Neustadt, a second course in dressmaking has been opened,

At the Ahlem Farm, the students in the glazing course have finished 300 windows
for the hotbeds of the greenhouse and now have an opportunity to learn to seed
vegetables and to learn the treatment of young flowers and vetetable plants,

Publicity — The British Zone Newsreel "World in Film" (Allied News reel) has
approached ORT Headquarters in the British Zone to assist them in taking ple-
tures of the ORT schools for the newsreel; pictures were taken in 3elsen and
Weustadt °

Yisitors in the British Zone — During the last month, Mr,Marks, Chief Lialson

Officer, Voluntary Agencies PCIRO Geneva, accompanied by lMr,Hughes and Mr.Mac—

donald, visited the ORT schools in Neustadt and Be¢lsen, and expressed satls-

faction with the work in the schools, Mrs,Pauline Grossman of the Womenls

American ORT, toured the British Zone and visited most of the ORT schools,

(Source: lMonthly report, World ORT Union, British Zone Germany, February 15,t0
March 15, 1948, received March 29,1948)

FROM AUSTRIA

APPRAISAL OF ORT WORK — The Austria Mission, World ORT Union, received a letter
from Mr,Br,Teichholz, Chairman of the International Committee for Jewish former

. Concentration Camp Inmates and Refugees, dated Vienna, February 12, 1948, ex~
pressing the organization's recognition of ORT's work “for the welfare of our
unfortunate refugees", and the readiness of the International Committee for
Jewish Concentration Camp Inmates and Refugees Yat any time to support your
organization which is doing such exemplary and marvellous work,"

FROM OTHER SOURCES

Czech Jewish Communal Structure to be Changed: New Emphasis on Welfare,
Rehabilitation — PRAGUS, Harch 29 (0T4) = ﬁhe organization of the Jewish .-
communities of Bohemia-Moravia will be overhauled soon to do away with over—
lapping functions and to place additional emphasis on the socilal welfare, med-—
ical and rehabilitation features of communal service institutions, Dr,Emil
Ungar, newly-elected executive chairman of the Council of Jewlsh Communities of
Bohemia~Moravia, today told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Dr,Ungar is also
director of the Ministry of Public Health,

The new chairman declared that the Jewish communities will enlist the aid of
the OSE Union in developing its program of preventative medicine and social
welfare and will call on the ORT's long experience to aid in the rehabilitation
of the Jewish population of Czechoslovakia,

Argentinag Ratifies IRO Membership — The IRO News Digest, issued by the United
States Office of the Preparatory Cemmission International Refugee Organization,
Vashington, No.1l, of March 27,1948 reports that "Argentina completed its full
membership ratification as the fourteenth member of the Internmational Refugee

‘ Organization, thus bringing the IRO within one step of the required 15 sig-
natures necessary to achieve status as a full-fledged organization,

"Under the terms ef its constitutien, adopted by the General 4ssembly of the
United Nations on December 15, 1946, IRO will come into being when 15 UN
member nations whose centributiens exceed 75 per cent ef the IR0 operational
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FROM OTLER SOURCES (Continued)

budget have fully ratified its constitution, The Argentine membership raises
‘ the contributions to the IRO operating budget to 76,74 per cent, Thus one
more full membership ratification will bring IRO into being."

According to PCIRO's current statistics on refugees and DP's, there were
617,600 DP's under IRO care and maintenance en December 31, 1947, Of these
50 — 55% are Catholic, 15 — 20% are Protestant, and 27% Jewish,

ORT IN THE NEWS

The Yiddish language newspaper Ojfgang, published in Linz for free distribution
throughout the Jewish DP camps in the American Zone in Austria, dated March 19,
included . information about ORT activities in Austria and on the cooperation

of ORT and EIAS, according to which ORT is entitled to certify those Jewish
emigrants who have qualified as skilled workers,

Hakol, a periodical issued by the Shanzhai Jewish School, ¥o,1 of February 1948,
included a report on the openinz of the ORT gardening course, as well as on

the progress of the other ORT courses already functioning at the Jewish School,
The newspaper reprints stories on the childrens! experiences in the courses
reported by the pupils themselves, A suggestion is made by the pupils to open
oooking classes for older girls, There are also expressions of gratefulness
for the courses conducted by ORT.

The JDC Review, Volume Y4, Wo,1, dated March 1948, in its section entitled
"Germany", comments on the cooperation of JDC and ORT, as follows:

' "The New York JDC Reconstruction Committee has recommended that, if advis—
able, a quadri-partite board for vocational training in Germany with rep-
resentatives from the JDC, ORT, the Jewish Agency and the Jewish DPs be set
up. The purpose of the board would be to arrange for closer coordination ef
the work of ORT in the American zone of Germany with the JDC and the Jewish
Agency for Palestine, with regard to vocationall needs in Palestine and other
countries,

The vocational training program at the Belsen camp in the British zone of
Germany has now begun to take shape, At the end of 1947, 342 young men and
women were receiving training in ORT schools, The ccwr ses are now being ex—
tonded to those communities where there are a sufficient number of candi-
dates."

"Jewish Vocational Education History;apd Appraisal¥is the name of the first
volume in the Jewish social research series published by the Jewish Teachers
Seminary and written by Dr.,Bernard D,Weinryb, This book tells the story of
Jewish occupational training and retraining during the entire period since the
18th century and devotes a great deal of space to the history of ORT,

ORT PUBLICITY

U.S.4. ~ The second issue of the CET Bulletin of the &merican ORT Federation,

which has just appeared, is almost entirely devoted to the 25th Anniversary

celebration of the American ORT Federation in December, 1947, -All correspend-

ence regarding this publication should be addresséd to the ORT BULLETIN, 212°
‘ Fifth Avenue, New York, 10, ilew York,




