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Theinaugurationof theORT-AllianceIsraeliteschoolinCasa-
blanca,Morocco,tookplaceon Thursday,Maren25. Theoffi_
dn, opening of theAlgierORTtraAningcenterisscheduledto
takeplaceon March31,accordingto a cablefromWorldORT
Union,Paris,of March23,1948.- Mr.GeorgeBacker,Presid-
ent,WorldORTUnion,sentcongratulatorymessagesto both
ORTCommittees.
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gearmaasherLaresident.WorldORTUnimalturng_frmaurgml- "TheJewish
DP'sareanxiousto leaveEurope,thecontinentthathasagainbecomedarkened
by warclouds,politicalchaosandinsecurity",GeorgeBacker,Presidentof the
AmericanORTFederationandtheWorldORTUnion,declareduponhisreturnfrom
themeetingof theExecutiveCommitteeof theWorldORTUnionheldinParis,
March6 . 7.

"TheJewsinEuropeseevocationaltrainingas thebestmeansof facilitating
theirimmigrationto Palestineandothercountries,andthisisoneof therea-
sonsthatexplainsthetremendousgrowthof theworkof ORTthroughoutEurope,
especiallyintheDP campsof Germany,AustriaandItal5", statedMr.Backer.

Thechiefproblemsdiscussedat theconferencewererelatedto the implementa-
tion of therenewed1948agreementbetwef-rntheAmericanJewishJointDistribu-
tionCommitteeandtheAmericanORTFederation,accordingtowhichtheJDCis
financingtheORTprograminEuropewithan amountup to 32,400,000.Mr.
Backerurgedtheunstintingsupportof theUnitedJewishAppeal,fromwhichfunds
theJDCismakingitsallocationto CRT,

•
ReturningwithMr.BackerwasMr.AaronB.Tart,ExecutiveVice...Presidentofthe
AmericanORTFederation,whoduringhistwomonthtourinEuropeconferred
withORTandJDCleadersinFrance,Switzerland,Germany,Italy,Poland,
HungaryandCzechoslovakia.Mr.Tartnoted,sincehislastvisitin thesummer
of 1946,thegreatprogressof theEuropeanORTprogram,whichnowincludesover
20,000trainees.He wasparticularlygratifiedwiththeexpressionof great
admirationof theOraworkthatwasexpressedby thedelegationof theUJAafter
theirvisitto theORTschoolsandespeciallytheORTexhibitinMunichat
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whichfinishedproductsof the projectsof the 10,000traineesin theAmerican
and Britishzonesof Germanyweredisplayed."It is the hopeof the trainees",
statedMr.Tart,"to utilizethe skillsgainedin the ORT schoolsupontheir
immigrationto Palestineand theNorthand SouthAmericancountriesand so
contributeto the industrialdevelopmentof the newlyadoptedland:."

Thisstatementwas partlyor in full,printedin the NewYork_22nand New York
Post of March18, the New York...HeraldTribuneof March190 and the NewYork 
Timesand the JewishTelearaphicAgencyBulletinof March24, 1948.

WOHT_IiftsThe Shadow ThatEncirclesThe LiveqOf OurPeoPle".savsMrs.RaeB. 
Harris- Mrs.Rae B.Harris,pastnationalpresidentof theWomen'sAmerican
ORT,returnedfromEuropelastweek aftersix monthsservicewith the Austria
Missionas Directorof PublicRelations,and gaveus the followingstatement:

"ORT is respectedby everyinternationaland privateagencyin Europe. We are
now in the reconstructionperiod. ORT is the onlytrainingorganizationin
Europewherethe DP'shavetheirtrainingplannedaccordingto the needsof the
countriesto whichtheymay lateremigrate. PCIROand JAFPare selectingthe
trainedpeoplefor emigrationto variouscountriesand especiallytoday,with
the eyesof theworldon Palestine,it is onlythe trainedworkerwho willbe
ableto immigratethere,in orderto builda strongerPalestine.

ORT's isa dignifiedprogramwhichgivesthe pupilsstrengthand a senseof
theirworth. To visita DP campwherethereare sometimes60 to 80 peoplein
one roomlyingon theirbarecots,theirbedsbeingtheirtableson whichthey
eat,subsistingunderthe mostuncivilizedcircumstances- and thento go into
an ORT schooland see the disciplineand organization,the eagerfacesof the
pupils,theirstraightenedbacks,and theirhapoinessas they soakup knowledge-
is a very specialand soul-stirringexperience.

In Vienna- a badlybombedcity- withno facilitiesfor housing,it wouldhave
been impossibleto createadequateschools,if we had not beenso fortunateto
haveas our friendand vice-president,the Ministerof EducationHofrat
Feiertag,who openedthe Viennavocationalpublicschoolsto ORT. Thisauto-
maticallyput at ourserviceall the machineryand teachersof theseschools,
thusnot only savingmoneyfor ORT,but alsogivingthe greatestamountof
inspirationto the DP students.

AfterI leftAustria,I traveledthroughsix othercountries- France,Germany,
Poland,Czechoslovakia,Fwitzerland,and Italy. In all of these countries.,I
saw ORT in operationand everywhereI foundthatORTwas doinga marvellousjob
with the financialsupportof AJDC.

In Czechoslovakiaand Poland,ORT is dealingwitha differentprobleminasmuch
as the OHTpupilsare not Dpfsbut repatriatedor indigenousJews. I visited
13 citiesin Polandand in additionto the OAT trainingcourses,I saw the co-
operativesinauguratedby AJDC,whereORT graduatesareworkingand makingtheir
living. In Otwock,a resort.near7arsaw,I visiteda children'shome,operated
leythe OSE. Therethe olderchildrenare producingin ORT coursesthe mostor-
iginaltoyswhichtheygiveto the smallerchildrento play17ith.

"Tosee ORT in operationin 7 countrieswas extremelygratifying",Mrs.Harris
said in concludingher statement."Thoseof us who haveworkedwith ORT in
Americahaveworkedfor the constructiveideaof ORT. To see the excellent
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managementand the Eevotionof tl.edirectorsand teachersin Europe,leftthe
deepestimpressionon me. Theirsuccessis reflectedin the greatachievements
of ORT in Furope. I can onlystatethatORT helpsto liftthe shadowwhichat
the presenttimeencirclesthe livesof our people".

NE7SFROM ABROAD

FROMPOLAND


On February2 and 13, 1948the FinancialandAccountingOfficereceived170 re-
ports,mostlyin Polishand a few in Yiddishwhichcoveredthe operationsof
PolishORT for the monthsof Novemberand December1947. As indicatedin Table
1, the totalnumberof enrolleesin PolishORT is 1,470as of December31,1947.
This representsa growthof 13% over October31, or an increase'ofalmost200
enrollees.Stettinhas the largestnumberof ORTpupils,about14% of the
total. Lodz,whichwas the largesttrainingcenteras of October31,now appears
in fourthplace,althoughits totalregistrationhas remainedapproximately
the same.

TABLEI
POLISHORT:PUPILuRoLumT BY TRADEANDLOChTION

AS OF DECEIABER_31,1947
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Dressmakingleadsin popularitywith429 traineesas of December31, an increase
of about8% averthe October31 total. As shownin TableII, the needletrades
comprise50% of the total,the miscellaneoustradesaccountfor27% and the
technicaltradesand carpentryaccountfor the remainder.It is interestingto
notethattherehas beena slightdecreasein the per centof enrolleesin the
needletradesfrom 55$as of October31,to 50%as of December31, 1947,while

creasedfrom22%as of October31,to 27%as of December31,1947.

TABLETI
POLISHOBTOERCENTAGEDISTRIBUTIONOF PUP4S BY.TaADE
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FRQMGERMANy

ANEUPALKOE
The monthlyreportfor January1948disclosesa slightdecreasein pupilenroll—
ment.“As of January31,1948,therewere 8,038studentsregisteredin ORT
schoolsin theU.S.Zone,as againstthe previousmonth'sfigureof 8,412,rep—
resentinga 4.5%decrease. Thiswas partlyoffsetby the 208 graduatesfor the
month. It is yet too earlyto predictwhetherthisrepresentsa trendor only
a slighttemporaryrecession."

FROMSHANGHAI

The Financialand AccountingOfficereceivedF & A Form No.5fromShanghaiORT
on March23, 1948. TableI showsthatas of February29,1948therewere215
traineesenrolledin 15 tradesand coursesconductedat both 511DalnyRoad and
the ShanghaiJewishSchool.3:".of the enrolleesare studyingneedletrades,48%
are receivingtrainingin miscellaneousskillsand subjects,and the remainder
are studyingcarpentry.As of January1, 1948,therewere 197 trainees;thus
enrollmentin the firsttwo monthsof 1948,increasedby 9%.In addition,therewere 52 graduates.
(SeeTableI on followingpage)

•r 4

the percentageof pupilsenrolledin the miscellanoustradescategoryhas in—
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Ageandsexdistributionof the enrolleesonFebruary29,1948areshownin
TableII. Forthisreport,the malesPredominatewith 54% of thetotalenroll-
ment. 51%of theoupilsare20yearsof ageandunder,while49%are21 and
over. The".J',o7.2.i--uitage groupis 14 - 17 with80 of the215pupils, or 37%
of thetotal.
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SHANGHAI

TABLEII
COMPOSITIONOF PUPILSBY AGEANDSEX
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TABLEI
ORT;PUPILENROLLMENTByTRADE

Dr.David Lvovitch,Vice-Presidentof theWorldORTUnionand co-chairmanof
itsExecutiveCommittee,arrivedinNewYorkon the"QueenElizabeth"on
March25,fora stayof abouttwomonths.
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Der Neue Weg, officialorganItftheJewishReligiousCommunityin Vienna,
in its issueofFebruary1948;reportedthataccordingto a statementof Hofrat
WilhelmFeirtag,Ministerof Education,362puAls are now attendingthevoca—
tionaltradecoursesin Vienna. The samepublicationalsoreproducedPresi—
dentHarryS. Truman'smessageto theAmericanORT Federationon the occasion
of theorganization's25thAnniversary.

ThePolishlanguagenewspaperGlos,Polski,in its issueNo.10,publisheain
Salzburg,Austria,includedan illustratedreporton ORT'sworkin Austria,
mentioningthe greatcontributionthatMrs.pylviaMarguliesof theU.S.A.
gaveto Salzburgin or:anizingthe school.

TheFebruary1948issueof the TorontoieN1._41..Standardpublisheda reportwhich
highlycommendedORT'swork in theJewishsettlementof Dzierzoniow,a small
townin LowerSilesia. ThisarticleconfirmedORT'srecognitionby thePolish
government.The primaryconcernof ORT in Dzierzoniow,accordingto the report
in theJewishStandard,is "withthe trainingof the olderFolishJewsfor a
vocation,and the creationof a systemof productiveworkfor thosewho are
capableof takingpart in it".

Mr.BernardSchoen,a memberof the commissiondelegatedby theCanadianGovern—
mentto selecta numberof tailorsfrom amongtheDP'sfor admissionto Canada,
publisheda seriesof articlesin theJewishDailyEagleof Montreal,Canada.
In his articleentitled" What I Say On My EuropeanTrip", whichappearedon
March7th,he describedin detailtheORT schoolin Salzburg,Austria,where
JewishDP'swho had been trainedas tailorswereexamined.

Underthe heading"ORTTraineesin ItalyReceiveImmigrationVisasto Brazil",
theYiddishnewspaper"UnserShtime",Paris,of February5,reportedthata
typewritermanufacturingfirm in SaoPauloaskedORT in Milanto sendthema
numberof ORT graduatesto be employedin theirfactory.—Thesamepaperin the
issueof February16,publishe an interestingarticle"NeglectedTreasures",
whichdealtwiththewealthof materidlin thearchivesof theParisORT. This
material,the articlesaid is not only of greatinterestto the historyof ORT,
but alsoto the historyof Jewishlifein Europe.

The Germanlanguagenewspaper,StaatsZeitung,-.JewYork,datedMarch17,pub—
lisheda JTA dispatchfromRome giving—a,detaileareporton thework of ORT.
The articlestatedthatin 194g,2,000DP'swouldbe trainedin Italy,but that
thisgoalwill soonbe increasedto 3,000. Amongthe pupilsareboyswho are
stillattendingthe PublicSchoolsas wellas oldermen includingformerteachers,
Ph.D's,andotherprofessionals,who are now trainingtheirhandsto earntheir
livingas skilledworkers.

Two picturesof ORT coursesin Italy,one shovingthe trainingin dentalmechanic
in Milan,the otherthe children'sworkshopin Rivoli,appearedin theArt
sectionof theNew YorkJewishDailyForwardof March7.

The IntermountainJewish.News of Denver,Coloradoof March4th,carrieda
reportby Mr.DaveUchill,memberof theUnitedJewishAppealoverseasdelegation,
who visitedtheDP camps. In thisarticle,Mr.Uchil"praisedthe efficient
cooperationof the JewishAgency,RadassahendORT in savinglivesof DP's
and preparingthemfor emigration."


