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The inauguration of the ORT-Alliance Israelite school in Casa~
blanca, Morocco, took place on Thursday, Maren 25, The offi-
clal opening of the Algier ORT training center is scheduled to
take place on March 31, according to a cable from World ORT
Union, Paris, of March 23, 1948, - lir,George Backer, Presid-
ent, World ORT Union, sent congratulatory messages to both
ORT Committees.

NEWS_FROM _AVERICA
George Backer, President, World ORT Union, Returns from Europe « "The Jewish

DP's are anxious to leave Europe, the continent that has again become darkened
by war cleuds, political chaos and insecurity", George Backer, President of the
American ORT Federation and the World ORT Union, declared upon his return from
the meeting of the Executive Committee of the World ORT Union held in Paris,
MarCh 6 - 70

"The Jews in Europe see vocational training as the best means of facilitating
their immigration to Palestine and other countries, and this is one of the rea-
sons that explains the tremendous growth of the work of ORT throughout Europe,
especially in the DP eamps of Germany, Austria and Italy", stated Mr,Backer,

The chief problems discussed at the conference were related to the implementa=
tion of the renewed 1948 agreement between the American Jewish Joint Distribu-
tion Committee and the American ORT Federation, according to which the JDC is
financing the ORT program in Europe with an amount up to $2,400,000, Mr,

Backer urged the unstinting support of the United Jewish Appeal, from which funds
the JDC is making its allecation to ORT,

Returning with Mr,Backer was Mr,Aaron B,Tart, Executive Vice-President of the
American ORT Federation, who during his two month tour in Europe conferred

with ORT and JDC leaders in France, Switzerland, Germany, Italy, Poland,

Hungery and Czechoslovakia, MNr,Tart noted, since his last visit in the summer
of 1946, the great progress of the Furopean ORT program, which now includes over
20,000 trainees, He was particularly gratified with the expression of great
admiration of the OKRT work that was expressed by the delegation of the UJA after
their visit to the ORT schools and especially the ORT exhibit in llunich at
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NEWS _FROM AMERICA (Continued)

‘ which finished products of the projects of the 10,000 trainees in the American
and British zones of Germany were displayed. "It is the hope of the trainees",
stated Mr.Tart, "to utilize the skills gained in the ORT schools upon their
immigration to Palestine and the North and South American countries and so
contribute to the industrial development of the newly adopted lande .®

This statement was partly or in full, printed in the New York Sun and New York
Post of March 18, the New York Herald Tribune of March 19, and the New York

Times and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency Bulletin of March 24, 1948,
- 55 s - R ~a\
RORT Lifts The Shadow That Encircles The Lives Of Our People" ,says Mrs.,Rae B,

Harris - Mrs.Rae B,Harris, past national president of the Women's American
ORT, returned from Europe last week after six months service with the Austria
Mission as Director of Public Relations, and gave us the following statement:

"ORT is respected by every international and private agency in Europe., We are
now in the reconstruction period, ORT is the only training organization in
Europe where the DP's have their training planned according to the needs of the
countries to which they may later emigrate, PCIRO and JAFP are selecting the
trained people for emigration to various countries and especially today, with
the eyes of the world on Palestine, it is only the trained worker who will be
able to immigrate there, in order to build a stronger Palestine,

ORT's 4g a dignified program which gives the pupils strength and a sense of
their worth, To visit a DP camp where there are sometimes 60 to 80 people in

. one room lying on their bare cots, their beds being their tables on which they
eat, subsisting under the most uncivilized circumstances - and then to go into
an ORT school and see the discipline and organization, the eager faces of the
pupils, their straightened backs, and their hapoiness as they soak up knowledge-—
is a very special and soul-stirring experience,

In Vienna - a badly bombed city — with no facilities for housing, it would have
been impossible to create adequate schools, if we had not been so fortunate to
have as our friend and vice-president, the Minister of Education Hofrat
Feiertag, who opened the Vienna vocational public schools to ORT. This auto-
matically put at our service all the machinery and teachers of these schools,
thus not only saving money for ORT, but also giving the greatest amount of
inspiration to the DP students.

After I left Austria, I traveled through six other countries - France,Germany,
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Switzerland, and Italy., In all of these countries,I
saw ORT in operation and everywhere I found that ORT was doing a marvellous job
with the financial support of AJDC,

In Czechoslovakia and roland, ORT is dealing with a different problem inasmuch
as the ORT pupils are not pPtg but repatriated or indigenous Jews., I visited

13 cities in Poland and in addition to the ORT training courses, I saw the co-
operatives inaugurated by AJDC, where ORT graduates are working and making their
living, In Otwock, a resort near Warsaw, I visited a children's home, operated
by the OSE. There the older children are producing in ORT courses the most or-
iginal toys which they give to the smaller children to play with,

‘ "To.see ORT in operation in 7 countries was extremely gratifying", Mrs.Harris
said in concluding her statement. "Those of us who have worked with ORT in
America have worked for the constructive idea of ORT. To see the excellent
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management and the cevotion of tle direetors and teachers in Europe, left the
deepest impression on me, Their success is reflected in the great achievements
. of ORT in Furope. I can only state that ORT helps to lift the shadow which at
the present time encircles the lives of our people’,

NET'S_FROM ABROAD
s cinan
FROM POLAND

‘On February 2 and 13, 1948 the Financial and Accounting Office received 170 re=-
ports, mostly in Polish and a few in Yiddish which covered the operations of
Polish ORT for the months of November and December 1947, As indicated in Table
I, the total number of enrollees in Polish ORT is 1,470 as of December 31,1947,
This represents a growth of 13% over October 31, or an increase of almost 200
enrollees, Stettin has the largest number of ORT pupils, about 14% of the
total., Lodz,which was the largest training center as of October 31, now appears
in fourth place, although its total registration has remained approximately

the same,
TABLE I
POLISH ORT: PUPIL ENROLLMENT BY TRADE AND LOCATION
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‘ Dressmaking leads in popularity with 429 trainees as of December 31, an increase
of about 8% over the October 31 total, 4s shown in Table II, the needle trades
comprise 50% of the total, the miscellaneous trades account for 27% and the
technical trades and carpentry account for the remainder., It is interesting to
note that there has been a slight decrease in the per cent of enrollees in the
needle trades from 55% as of October 31, to 50% as of December 31, 1947, while
the percentage of pupils enrolled in the miscellanous trades category has in-
creased from 22% as of October 31, to 27% as of December 31, 1947,

TABLE TI
POLISH ORTsFERCENTAGE DIé%%IBUTION OF PUPILS BY T.ADE

OF _DECENBER. 9,
Trade Number of Per Cent Trade - " Mumber of Per Cent
Irainees. of Total Irainees of Total
Needle Trades: ‘ Building Trades: :
Dressmaking 429 30% Carpentry 28 -
Corsetry 90 6 TOTAL 28 2
Lingerie 76 5
Shoemaking I A 3 Miscellaneous:
Weaving 34 2 Fancy Isather Gpods 97 7
Millinery 27 2 Bookkeeping 21 6
Machine Knitting 17 o Courses for Child-
Children's Wear 17 1 ' ren 69 5
TOTAL 734 50 Dental Techmics 49 3
Typewriting 25 2

. Technical Trades: Photography 21  §
Radio 110 8 Bookbinding - 20 i
Electro Technics 102 ;4 Vatchmaking 13 X 4
Maehine Shop 90 6 Fishing 13 1
TOTAL 302 21 TOTAL 406 27

GRAND TOTAL _1270 1100%

FROM GERUVANY

AMERICAN ZONE

The monthly report for January 1948 discloses a slight decrease in pupil enroll-
ment, "As of January 31,1948, there were 8,038 students registered in ORT
schools in the U.S.Zone, as against the previous month's figure of 8,412, rep-
resenting a 4,5% decrease. This was partly offset by the 208 graduates for the
month, It is yet too early to predict whether this represents a trend or only

a slight temporary recession,"®

FROM SHANGHAT

The Financial and Accounting Office received F & A Form No,5 from Shanghai ORT
on March 23, 1948, Table I shows that as of February 29,1948 there were 215
trainees enrolled in 15 trades and courses conducted at both 511 Dalny Road and
the Shanghai Jewish School, 38% of the enrollees are studying needle trades,48%
are receiving training in miscellaneous skills and subjects, and the remainder

~are studying carpentry, As of January 1, 1948, there were 197 trainees; thus

‘ enrollment in the first two months of 1948 » increased by 9%, In addition,

there were 52 graduates.,

(See Table I on following page)
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| TiBLE I
. SHANGHAI ORT: PUPIL ENROLLMENT BY TRADE
EBRI OA8 COMPARED WI JANUAR 8
Number_ of Trainees
Trades and Courses On Jan- January 1 through February 29,1948 On Feb-
uary 1 ruary 29
1948 _ Admitted _ Graduated Discontinued 1948
Needle Trades: L '
| Dressmaking 38 _7 5 2k 39
Ladies! Wear:Cutting 9 12 3 6 12
Corsetry 11 - 9 2 -
Shirtmaking 5 13 5 b & 12
Machine Knitting 10 5 - 6 9
} Necktie llaking e 18 1 - A 30
\ TOTAL: 86 58 22 40 &
| Building Trades:
| Carpentry 20 14 - 4 30
| Miscellaneous:
Bookbinding 17 22 2 18 19
Driving 18 13 10 8 13
English for Craftsmen 14 i § 12 2 17
Fashion Designing 8 - 3. 5 -
Industrial Art 14 16 3 11 16
Typewriter lechanics p & 3 - - 1 10
Cardening - gl - - 2%
Class for Apprentices 9 - - 2 5
’ TOTAL o1 89 30 47 103
GRAND_TOTAL 197 161 52 91 215

Age and sex distribution of the enrollees on February 29,1948 are shown in
Table II, For this report, the males predominate with 54% of the total enroll-
ment, 51% of the pupils are 20 years of age and under, while 49% are 21 and
over, The p+~ fonizant age group is 14 = 17 with 80 of the 215 pupils, or 37%
of the total,
TABLE IX
SHANGHAI ORT: COMPOSITION OF PUPILS BY AGE AND SEX

___________=__=_____~___=__=WMWFEBRUARY 29,1948

Age Group Male Female Total Per Cent of Total

13 and under 6 7 13 6%

14 - 17 40 40 80 K ¥4

18 - 20 6 il b 8

Rl - 25 - - 3 -

26 - 35 3 11 14 4
| 36 ~ 49 26 14 40 19
| 50 and over 36 12 _48 22

TQTAL 17 98 S5, 71007

ARRIVAL
Dr,David Lvovitch, Vice-President of the World ORT Union and co-chairman of

' its Executive Committee, arrived in New York on the "Queen Elizabeth" on

March 25, for a stay of about two months,

RN R A_____________J
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Der Neue Weg, official organ af the Jewish Religious Community in Vienna,

in its issue of February 19483 reported that according to a statement of Hofrat
Wilhelm Feirtag, Minister of Bducation, 362 puvils are now attending the voca—
tional trade courses in Vienna. The same publication also reproduced Presi-
dent Harry S, Truman's message to the American ORT Federation on the occasion
of the organization's 25th anniversary, -

The Polish language newspaper Glos .Polski, in its issue No,10, published in
Salzburg, sustria, included an illustrated report on ORT's work in austria,
mentioning the great contribution that lrs, ¢ylvia Margulies of the U.S.a.
gave to Salzburg in orzanizing the school,

The February 1948 issue of the Toronto Jewish Standard published g report which
highly commended ORT's work in the Jewish settlement of Dzierzoniow, a2 small
town in Lower Silesia, This article confirmed ORT's recognition by the Polish
government, The primary concern of ORT in Dzierzoniow, according to the report
in the Jewish Standard, is "with the training of the older Folish Jews for a
vocation, and the creation of a system of productive work for those who are
capable of taking part in itV, '

Mr.,Bernard Schoen, a member of the commission delegated by the Canadian Govern-
ment to select a2 number of tailors from among the DP's for admission to Canada,
published a series of articles in the Jewish Dally Eagle of Montreal, Canada,
In his article entitled " What I Saw On My European Trip" , which appeared on

. March T7th, he described in detail the ORT school in Salzburg, Austria, where
Jewish DP's who had been trained as tailors were examined,

Under the heading "ORT Treinees in Italy Receive Immigration Visas to Brazill,
the Yiddish newspaper "Unzer Shtime", Paris, ef February 5, reported that a
typewriter manufacturing firm in Sao Paulo asked ORT in Milan to send them a
number of ORT graduates to be employed in their factory.-The same paper in the
issue of February 16, published an interesting article "Neglected Treasures",
which dealt with the wealth of material in the archives of the Paris ORT, This
material, the article said is not only of great interest to the history of ORT,
but also to the history of Jewish life in Europe,

The German language newspaper, Staats Zeitung, ew York, dated March 17, pub-
lished a JTA dispatch from Rome giving a detailed renort on the work of ORT,

The article stated that in 1948, 2,000 DP's would be trained in Italy, but that
this goal will soon be increased to 3,000, Among the pupils are boys who are
still aftending the Public Schools as well as older men including former teachers,
Ph.D's,and other professionals, who are now .training their hands to earn their
living as skilled workers,

Two pictures of ORT courses in Italy, one showing the training in dental mechanic
in Milan, the other the children's workshop in Rivoli, appeared in the Art
section of the New York Jewish Daily Forward of March 7.

The Intermountain Jewish .News of Denver, Colorado of March 4th, carried a

report by Mr.Dave Uchill, member of the United Jewish Appeal overseas delegation,
‘ who visited the DP camps, In this article, Mr,Uchil "praised the efficient

cooperation of the Jewish Agency, Hadassah and ORT in saving lives of DP's

and preparing them for emigration,®




