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NEWS FROM_ABROAD

TROM GERMANY

BRITISH ZONE

Several important decisions concerning the cooperation of ORT and AJDC were
taken at the Directors' meeting of ORT on February 27, at which Mr,Sem Dallob,
Director AJDC, British Zone, was present, The most imvortant decision was to
send the following letter signed by the ORT and AJDC Directors of the British
Zone, to Mr,J.Rosensaft, Chairman of the Central Committee in Belsen, The
letter reads as follows:

"On account of the fact that full training for the prospective emigrants
to Erez Israel is of decisive influence for the welfare of the new Jewish
Home as well as for the welfare of every individual, it seems imperative
that all youths, male and female, between the ages of 15 and 21, receive

a thorough training in all those trades which guarantee a healthy prospect,

Unfortunately, there is still a great number of these young people who
have not yet had any training like this, As at present all possibilities
are given to afford such training to the Jews in the British Zone, this
Joint Meeting of AJDC and ORT recommend that henceforth all youths between
15 and 21 years of age should receive additional care from AJDC only under
the condition that they can prove that they are being either employed in
gainful vork or that they are being trained at the schools of 'ORT in co-
operation with the Central Committee,'’

(Signed) Sam Dallod Dr.Dutch
Director, AJDC British Zone, Director, ORT British Zone,"

Pupil Enrollment In the Exodus Camps - As of December 31, 1947 there were 410
enrollees in the "Exodus" camps, according to F & A Form No,5 received on
February 5, 1948, 280 are in training in Emden and 130 in Sengwarden. Both
of these training centers offer vocational zuidance to its applicants, and
Sengwarden also uses aptitude tests to select its applicants, Of the 17
courses offered, 9 are given in Emden and 8 in Sengwarden. Shoemaking, auto
mechanics, and dental mechanics are given only in Emden and bricklaying only
in Sengwarden. All other courses are offered in both training centers.
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HEYVS FROM ABROAD (Continued) k-8
TABIE I
PUPIL ENROLLMENT3 MEXODUSY" CAMPS, EMDEN AND SENGWARDEN
& \ 45 OF IMCEGER maolT
Title of - : fhamber of 7 Mumber of Trainees
Course Courses At beginnin : Discontinued - At end
<o of period 1 during period of period
Weedle Trades: : n ! :
Dressmaking 4 129 19 110
Shoemaking 3 19 139 - 19 10 120
Technical Trades: :
Machine Shop 3 88 12 76
Electro Technics 2 72 . 180 g 20 bk 1ho
Building Trades: Y
Carpentry L 71 17 5l
Bricklaying ‘4 5 76 1 18 4 58
Miscellaneous:
Auto liechanics 1 37 - 37
Dental Mechanics 3 5 2 - ~ 5 0P
Total 5, Hg'( 57 I5T6)

0 —~

1/ All of the courses began in November and December,

1

As can readily be seen from Table II below, the majority of the students are
between the ages of 14 and 17, In Sengwarden all of the students are under
203 in Emden, 64% are under 20 and 36% over 20 but under 49, Three out of
five trainees are of the male sex, '

TABLE II
. COMPOSITION OF PUPILS BY AGE ANVD SBX: "EXODUS" CAMPS,EMDEN AND SENGWARDEN
: AS OF DECENBER 31,1947 :

Age Group ‘ Male Pemale = Total
13 and under i 6 eie E : 11
14~ 17 145 7 219
18 - 20 43 36 79
21 - 25 26 26 52
96 ~ 35 23 13 36
36 - lg 8 £ E‘Ll

Total 251 159 10

The total ORT personnel employed in the Exodus camps is 29, incluyding 17
teachers and instructors, as shown in Table III below,

TABLE III
SCHOOL' STAFF
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1947 3
Location "~ Bupervisors Teachers and Other Total
' Instructors Personnel
Emden Be 9 7 18
Sengwarden 1 8 2 1
Total 5 ~ 5§ s S 29

AMERICAN ZONE.

APPRAISAL OF ORT VWORK = Mr,William Haber, Adviser on Jewish Affairs to the
Commander in Chief, European Command, addressed a letter to lir,Louis J,
Walingky, Director, Vorld ORT Union Germany and Austria, dated February 14,
1948, in vhich he acknowledged the welcoming wire which Mr,Walinsky had sent
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UEWS FROM ABROAD (Continued)

him and wrote: %I appreciated the opportunity to attend the ORT exhibitien in
Munich ten days ago, ‘I'was exceedingly impressed by what I saw",

New Courses in District Passau -~ The Munickh ‘leekly Sumpary Wo,26 dated February
17, 1948 announces the opening of the following courses in digtrict Passau!
Deggendorf: carpentry course with 16 pupils; Pocking: courses in masonry and
painting with 12 and 10 pupils, respectively; Altoetting! carpentry course

with an unspecified number of students,

Graduation of Nurses — On December 18, 1947 14 pupils of the nursing course at
Deggendorf passed their final examinations before a board of examiners con-
sisting of physicians from the lilitary Government and medical personnel from
IR0 and AJDC as well as from the Degzendorf hospital., According to the report
of District Director Eng.Altmann, the Board of Examiners was highly satisfied
with the practical as well as the theoretical part of the examination, Dr,
Berash of IR0 Headquarters and Dr,2ichenholz of AJDC Regensburg, expressed
their thanks for the organization of the nursing course and the efforts made
to develop the training to such a hizh standard, Each pupil was rewarded with
a first-aid kit,

Graduations = In January, 208 QRT pupils passed their final examinations and
received ORT diplomas in the following trades: 37 in men's tailoring: cutting}
29 in men's underwear mamifacturing: cuttingj 31 in dressmaking} 25 in

corsetry; 15 in ladies' wear: cutting; 9 in lingerie; 23 in technical chemistry;
11 in radio; 12 in dental mechanics; 10 in upholstery; 4 in auto mechanics;

and 1 each in fancy leather goods manufacturing and bookkeeping,

. FROM AUSTRIA

The report for December 1947 to February 1948 of ORT's Austrian lission, re—
ceived on March 9, discloses that the months September, October and November,
were a period of steady expansian vhich led to considerable growth of instruct—
ors and pupils in Austria, From November to the end of February there was a
period of consolidation and the number of students and courses did not change
very much, Toward the end of February, however, a new drive for expansion
started to admit hundreds of applicants who had been waiting to enter the
newly—-established schools and courses,

VIENNA -~ A new ORT department has been established called the "Vienna School
Adninistration", headed by Hofrat Wilhelm Feiertag, distinguished expert in
the field of education in Austria who formerly was responsible for the voec-
ational training system in the Austrian Republic and at present is Adviser to
the Austrian Government concerning vocational training matters.

About 400 pupils are at present in training in 14 vocational courses in Vienna,
15 students have just been graduated from the first radio course which started
in Vienna in March 1947 and ended in February 1948, The examinations weye
held before a board of examiners composed of two officials of the Vienna City
soard of Education, one member of the Vocational Trade School for Technical
Trades in Vienna, one member of the Vienna ORT C,mmittee, and a representative
of the Vienna School Administration, World ORT Union, », A comprehensive
report on the method of instruction during this course was prepared by Dipl,
‘ Ing.Ferdinand Dohnal, Chief Instructor at the School for Technological
Science in Viemna, Prof,Dr,Thumb, Vocational Aptitude expert, is now com—
paring the results of the first completed course in Vienna with the findings
of the initial testing of the mupils of this course in March 1947,
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NEWS FROM ABROAD (Continued)

SALZBURG AREA ~ 5ix more trades will be established in the Salzburg school,

. including shoe-making, leathercraft, typewriter repeirs and masonry, bring-
ing the total of courses up to 17. 4t the end of the reporting period,
pupil enrollment in Salzburg was 273, representing a gain of about 100
students during the three-month period,

105 students were enrolled in 5 courses at Hallein where the opening of a
course in hand-wveaving is under study,

LINZ AREA — at the Central School of Linz and its annexes in Bindermichel and
‘'egscheid, 135 students are enrolled in & courses, Outstanding among the
courseés are an automechanics course in Bindermichel and a nurses aids! course
in ‘egscheid, from vhich 7 nurses aids were graduated in February.,

The school in camp Ebelsberg, which was founded only three months ago, has a
pupil enrollment of 220 in 9 trades, In this training cehter, the first train-
ing course in basket weaving for invalids has been established, Another new
venture is a course in the zoldsmith's trade, A vermanent exhibition on the
school premises and a special shov window outside the camp exhibiting pictures
and photographs of the school's activities increased interest in ORT work in
this camp,

Only three weeks ago, a school was establishedat Wels with courses in electro-
technics, locizsmith work and needle trades, asbout 30 pupils are already in
training and 21 applicants are waiting for admission to carpentry and brick-
laying courses, vhich are beins planned for the future,

. Future Plans ~ The opening of new installations is planned for Steyr in Upper
Austria and in Saalfelden in the Salzburg area, Courses for bricklayers will

be established in each ORT school anc other new courses, such as shoe~making

and cosmetics for women will likewise be established, 4 children's pre—=voc-—

ational training course and additional courses for invalids are under close

study,

APPRAISAL OF ORT VORK ~ Dr,.Gleissner, Governor of the State of Upper Austria,
in a letter doted Linz, February 22, 1948 vroete to lir Harry Branton, Director,
Yorld ORT Union, aAustrie MNMission, as follows:

"World ORT Union has also in the State of Upner Austria organized its
activities to re-educate Jewish refugees, I appreciate these activities
and sincerely wish them full success, Through these activities you will
build up a new structure in the community of Jewish refugees and thereby
assure new possibilities for the Jewish people in their new homeland,"

NEWS FROM AMERICA

AMERICAN ORT FEDERATION

The Yeung Men's and Women's Divisian ef the american ORT Federatien held an
Inter-Chapter Meeting and Rally en Sunday afternoon, March 7 at the Hotel
Capitol, New York City, which wag attended by about 325 persons., Mr.Paul Ross,
Adminis“rative Secretary to lMayor O'Dwyer and Chairman of the Temporary City
Rent Commission speke en the "Struzsle for Equality in America, Then, Mr,Leon
| Denenberg, Director of Public Information, World ORT Union Paris, at present
‘ vacationing in the U,S.s., gave an impressive picture of the develepment ef
ORT work in Eurepe sspecially in the DP camps.
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EYWS FROM AMERICA (Continued)
‘ £ Brooklyn Jewish Center: David Rosenstein - An audience of about 400 listened
attentively to the speech of iir.David Rosenstein, member of the Central Board,

World ORT Union, who discussed the topic "Is Palestine the only Solution of

the DP Problem?i", at a meetin; of the Brooklyn Jewish Center on March 8, They
also showed great interest in lMr,Rosentein's narration of ORT activities in the
DP camps, vhich he had visited in Lurope, as well as in slides which illustrated
the report of his tour,

ORT IN THE NEWS

In the Bulletin of the Preparatory Commission for the International Refugee
Organization (PCIRO) dated Geneva, Jenuary 22, 1948, a list appears of the
voluntary agencies working with PCIRO for the benefit of DP's, The section on
ORT reads as follows:

"World ORT Union ~ ORT, an international Jewish agency with over 60 years
of successful experience in Germany, austria and Italy., In these three
countries some 12,000 displaced persons were enrolled in ORT classes at
the end of 1947,
ORT applies many years of experience to provide refugees with skills that
can be acquired within 6 to 12 months, and that are readily usable in
countries of resettlement, Its work is not confined to class instruction
but also includes preparation of courses of study, use of special exhibits,
vocational testinz, etc. ORT is striving to brins the level of instruc-
tion by more than 800 refugee teachers up to that of vocational training
schools in normal countries., The ORT offers classes in many trades and
’ in most cases provides the machinery and equipment needed for instruction,
Its graduates from schools in machine-sewing, dental mechanics, type~
writer revair, corset-making, building constructions, agriculture and
many other trades often find that their ORT diploma gives them a priority
for resettlement and placement, Both AJDC and JAFP have provided supple~
mentary supplies for ORT students and instructors,"

The Munich American of February 13, 1948 published a long article on the open-
ing of the ORT exhibition in the Lenbach gallery in liunich, giving a
survey of ORT work in Germany and in other countries,

The Jewish Daily Forward of Sunday, February 22, 1948 on its first page carried
a news item entitled "Ship Brings 135 Jews from Germany; the Majority are
Workers; Orphans Trained by ORT", The story related that among the 135
immigrants, who had arrived the day before on the boat liarine Tiger, there

were 10 Jewish orphans of about 17 years of age, who had learned various skills
in the ORT schools of Germany, There were also several ORT trainees among the
adult immigrants, the paper wrote., A picture of an ORT trade school in Cre-
mona, Italy, appeared in the art section of the same issue of the Forward .

A series of articles on the Jewish DP's was published by Mr,D,L.Meckler,Editor
of the Jewish Morning Journal, recently returned from an extended tour through
the Buropean camps., In his article of February 25, 1948, he mentioned the work
of ORT and stressed its particular value in the preparation of DP's for
Palestine,

"Miraculous Accomplishments of Surviving Jews in Germany Enabled Their Existence
‘ In the Camps", is the title of two articles on the life of the Jewish DP's in

Germany by Dr,Samuel Gringauz, former president of the Council of Liberated

Jews in the U,S. Zone of Germany, which appeared in the "ng"on February 29

and March 1, 1948 Writing about the vari ous institutions in the DP camps, Dr,

Gringauz partlcularly stressed the netvork of trade schools in the U,S,Zone of

Germany., He also mentioned the report of the Subcommittee of the Congressional
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ORT IN THE NEWS (Continued)

Committee on Foreign affairs on the DP's in Germany, which lauded ORT's training
program as the most positive and valuable contribution to the constructive sol-
ution of the problem of the rehabilitation of the Jewish DP's,

The liontreal Daily Star of Wednesday, March 3, 1948 published the news about Mr,
Aaron Tart, Executive Vice-Pregident, american ORT Federation, being received by
Pope Pius XII, (See Veekly Summary Vol,II,0,8).

The Standard Magazine, Montreal, of iiarch 6, 10U8 published an article "Our New
Citizens" by Zoe Bieler, in wvhich the vwriter gave credit to ORT for the training
of refugees in lurope,

ORT PUBLICITY

South Africa - The January Bulletin of the South African ORT-OZE Johannesburg,
gave a survey on the latest developments of ORT all over the world, and had a
full page with pictures shoving various ORT courses in Salzburg, Austria, The
paper also published a speech ziven by Dr,B,Friedman, M,P.,, on the economic
situation of South africa. In concludinz, Dr.Friedman stressed the need for
ORT training elso in South africa because "in the development which lay ahead,
the youth, includinz the Jewish youth, was anxious to make its contribution,
Jewish lads were eager to lift themselves out of the rut of middle-man occup~
ations and to become skilled workers and producers, 3By participating in the
industrial development of the country, they would become a great asset to South
Africa and it was the duty of those who could facilitate technical training, to
make available all possible vacancies for anprentices,"

FROM OTHER SOURCES

ITALIAN GOVERNMENT BODY APPOINTS ORT REPRESENTATIVE TO VOCATIONAL TRAINING
COMMISSION - According to a JTaA dispatch of larch 10, a representative of the
Italian ORT has been appointed a member of the Coordinating Commission for
Vocational Trainin; set up by the Labor and Educations liinistries, Chief pur-
pose of this move, it was explained, is to facilitate the employment of ORT
graduates in the country's economy,

Educational Courses for Jewish Farmers in Poland - The agricultural section of
the Polish ORT has inaugurated a series of educational courses for Jewish farm—
ers who have settled in the Dzierzoniow region in Lower Silesia, according to a
JTa dispatch of March 9 from Warsaw, The courses include soil cultivation,
fruit—growing, truck gardening and agricultural economics, The ORT is also
conducting courses in ichthyology, the care of nets and sailing for members of
the only Jewish fishing cooperative in Poland, vhich is located at Stettin,

A NEW BILL FOR ADMISSION OF 400,000 DP'g T0O BE INTRODUCED ~ It was announced in
Washington, according to a JTA dispatch of liarch 9, that a bill to admit
400,000 displaced persons from Burope to the United States within the next four
years will be introduced in the Louse this week, The proposal--which was
drafted by Rep.James Fulton of Pennsylvania—-was described as an alternative to
the bill reported out of committee to the Senate last week calling for the ad-~
mission of 100,000 DP's over a twowyear period, The Fulton Bill will be sup-
ported by LKep.Jacob K.,Javits, of llew York, as well as by a number of other
congressmen, It contains certain features designed to eliminate the hostility
of opponents of the orizinal Stratton 3ill, which also called for the admission
of 400,000 DP's in four years,

Jewigh DP's in Germany can now register for Palestine Vigas - 4According to a JTA
dispatch from lunich of March 2, the International Refugee Organization announ—
ced that starting March 3 Jewish displaced persons in Germany will be able to
register for Palestine visas, Registration will be conducted by the Jewish
Agency under the IRO's sponsorship, Information obtained during registration
will serve to determine emisration priorities for the DP's, All displaced Jews
vho apply will ultimately receive Palestine visas,the announcement said,




