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NEWSF1:-.0MABROAD


ORT RepresentativeReceivedIn AudienceBy the Pope— On February23, Pops
Pius XII granteda nrivateaudienceto Nr.AaronB.Tart,ExecutiveVice—President
of theAmericanORT Federation.Mr.Tartgavean accountof ORT trainingfor
refugeesand DPts. ThePope expressedhis highestrecognitionof the ORT
programwhichhe considereda valuablecontributionto the normalizationof
the troubledworld.
(Source: CablefromMr.Tart,datedRome,February23, 194g)

FROM GERMANY,

AMERICANZWE. 


A reporton the activitiesof "orldORT Union,U.S. Zone of Germanyfor t he year
1947,publishedin Munichand broughtalongby Mr.Oleiskion his visitto this
country,presentssummaryfiguresshowingthe growthof ORT activitiesin 1947.
The tablebelowshowsthe increasein pupilenrollment,trades,coursesand
personnel.Duringtheyear 1947,2,061pupilswere graduatedfromORT training
coursesin the U.S.Zoneof Germany,whichbringsthe totalnumberof graduatesin
the U.S.Zoneof Germany,sincethe initiationof ORT activitiesat the end of
1945,to about4,o0o, In adeition,same2-3,000pupilsdiscontinuedtheirtrain—
ing for a varietyof reasonspriorto graduation.

GROWTHOF ORT ACTIVITIES:U.S.ZO:TE,GERMANY,
JArTIARY1,1947throuM DEC1;13.E1R31,1947, 


Item
Students
Instructors
OtherPersonnel
TotalPersonnel
TrainingCenters
Trades
Courses

January1
II.A.1
242
197 2/
439 --
43
34

T.A. 3/

4 Jul 1 104

5,$55

496

229

725

4g

42

r,A. 3/


December

g, 12

721

368


1,089

6o

53

496• 1/ Munichestimateof 4,s41 isregardedas nreliminaryand may be too high.ryEstimate,althoughtotalan perscinliel'iedonsidered'to-be

2/ Not available.
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FROM SHANGHAI.

— —

As of January31, 1948,therewere 229 enrolleesin the ORT TrainingCenterin
Shanghai,as oemparedwith 197pupilson December31, 1947,an increaseof 16%.DuringJanuary,10 courseswerecompleted,6 werereplacedby new coursesin
the samesubjects,an advancedcoursein Englishfor Craftsmenwas started,andthe completedcoursesin corsetry,fashiondesigningand shirtmakingwerere—
placedby dressmaking,carpentryandgardening (seeWeeklySummary,Vo1.II,Y0.7).Theselatter3 courseswere onenedat the ShanghaiJewishSchoolwith an en—
rollmentof 28, 30 and 21,respectively.
(Source: MonthlyEducationalAeport,receivedFebruary16, 1948).

FROMBELGIUM,


In Brussels,duringNovember1947six studentsenrolledin a 10—months'coursefor ChemicalLaboratoryAssistants.
(Source: GenevaFormYo.1,receivedFebruary13, 1948)

FROM ITALY: ROMEAREA.


In MonteMario,15 studentsenrolledin a one—yearcoursein agricultureand
horticultureon December29, 1947.

In Anzio,a coursein electronicsbeganon January4, 1948with28 studentsand a trainingdurationof 6 months.

In Barletta,3 new courseswerebegunduringJanuary. Two of the courses,
Ladies'Wear: CuttingandMachineKnitting,havea trainingdurationof 6monthsand the coursein Men'sWear: Cutting5 months. The courseshave
an enrollmentof 41, 35,and 19, respectively.
(Source: GenevaFormi o.1,rnceivedFebruary24, 1948)

NEWSFROMAMERICA.


JacobOleiskiSpeaksAt ORT Luncheonin New York.


HORT is,nota philanthropicorganizationbut a philosophyand an ideadeeply
rootedin the Jewishmassesof Europe% Thiswas the essenceof the speech
givenby Mr.JacobOleiski,directorof ORT schoolsin theU.S.Zoneof Germany,at a luncheontenderedin his honorby the AMericanORT Federationand the
Few YorkOffice,''orldORT Union,at the HotelAstor in New York on February
25, 1948. Mr.Oleiski,introducedby Mr.DavidRosenstein,memberof the CentralBoard,WorldORT Union,broughtto theAmericanmembersof CRT greetingsfrom
the Shorn Hapleita,the "remnantof'Israel" inEurope,whosetragicfatehe
has sharedthroughthe yearsof Naziterroras yellas duringthe lastyearsinthe DP campsafterthe so—calledliberation.

In his speech,whichwas greatlyapplaudedby the 60 guestsgatheredat the
luncheon,Mr.Oleiskisoughtto explainthe eventsthathaveafflictedEuropeanJewryduringthe lastyears,and whichhe definedas a crimenot onlyagainstthe Jewsbut againsthumanity.Duringall theseyears,onlyan innerbeliefinultimatesalvationand signsof friendshipfromJewslivingin otherpartsofthe world,— a letter,a parcel,— and the ideaof work couldgivethe EuropeanJews the strengthto survive. l'orkis more thanto workwith one'shands.It
is the spiritof work,the reassuranceof onelsown strength,whichgivesthe



•

•
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men and women in despair the moral power to survive. It was not easy to convince
the people for whom work had meant slave labor to start to work for themselves,
but the ORT idea, which combines the philosphy of work with necessarymanual
training,helped to win their interestand to brin; them into the ORT schools.
Consequently,ORT has never restricteditself to manual trainingalone, but
combinedvocational trainingwith general education,to show the nupils the
spiritbehind their irork.

Mr.Oleiskidescribedhow the idea of ORT had never left him during these years
of suffering. In the Kovno Ghetto he created ORT courses and upon his liber-
ation he initiatedvocational trainingcourses in Landsterg. T1e-y-started-with-
300 pupils and in 30 months developeda network of schools over the entire
American Zone of Germany with close to 9,000 st17.dentsand a staffof cverl,04C.He
stressedthe fact that the promised establishmentof the Jewish State aided CRT
in its endeavour to expand its work. From the moment the DP's saw Palestine as
an actual possibilityfor their ultimate settlement,they eagerlydemanded the
training opportunitiesofferedby ORT. An insurmountablebarrier,he said, has
arisen between the Jews and the Germans which does not nermit even a minimum
normalizationof the economic life of the Jews in the camps and which will make
it impossiblefor them ever to remain in Germany.

The luncheonwas attended by members of the American ORT Federationand its
affiliates. Other guests included14r.MaximStern, member of the Rio de Janeiro
ORT board and chairmanof the Rio ORT school; Mr.Joel Singer,past president of
the Latin American ORT-OSE;Mr.Boris Joffe, Assistant Secretaryfor Overseas
Cooperationof AJDC; Mr."illardFriedman,Representativeof the Council of
Jewish Federationsand "elfare Funds; Er.Leon Denenberg,Director Information
Department,World ORT Union, Paris; Dr.SamuelGringaua, former President of the
Committeeof LiberatedJews in Germany;Dr.Leo ':ulman,Executive Secretaryof
the American OSEi and Mr.M.I.Trotzky,veteran ORT campaigner.

The luncheonwas preceededby a press conferenceattendedby representativesof
The Yew York Times,the Sun the Forward the Day, and the MorningJournal.
Reports were published in the Sun of February 25, and in the 2m, Forwardand
MorningJournaland JTABulletinof February 26.

Mr.DavidRosensteinpresided at tne press conferenceand stressedespecially
the close cooperationwith JDC which, for t-e second co,Isecutiveyear, supplies
ORT with most of its fun'Isfor its overseaswork. Mr.Leon Denenberg acted as
translator. Mr.Oleiskireoorted on the developmentof ORT traCes from the basic
skills, such as machine shop practice to such modern subjectsas optics and
aviationmechanics. He then answered the many questionsthat were out to him
by the representativesof the press.

EUROPEANFRIEYDSOF ORT.

At a meeting of the European Friends of ORT held at the ORT Trade School in New
York, Mr.Leon Denenberg,Director ORT InformationDepartment,world ORT
Paris, spoke about the significanceof ORT york for the DP's in Germany and
Italy. Most of them accentedORT traininj;as nreoarationfor their anticipated
emigration,especiallyto Palestine,where vital addition to the skilled labor
force will result.fromthe immigrationof ORT trainees.
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Mr.JacobOleiski,Directorof ORT Schoolsin theU.S.Zoneof Germany,recounted
the overwhelmingproblemsfacedby ORT in establishin;itsfirstschooland the
successthatwas arrivedat durin;thepast twoand onehalfyears.

4 11.1.11,

The meetingwas presidedoverby Mr.A.C.Litton,Chairman,EuropeanFriendsof
ORT..OtherspeakersincludedKr.MorrisSimons,memberof the Committeefor the
ORT Trade•School;Mrs.LudwigKaphan,NationalPresident,WomenlsAmericanORT,
Mrs.SergeJarvisand Mr.JacobFrankel.

Mr.Littonannouncedthatthefirsttelevisionsetto-be-producedin the ORT
TradeSchoolradioshopis to be presentedto Mrs.Kaphclnas ORT Womanof the
Yearfor 1548. Mrls.Jarviswas the recipientof the 1947award.

NE— YORKORT TRADESCHOOL.


FromJanuary1, 1942throwghJanuary31, 1548,a periodof oversixyears,
2,795 pupilshave completedtheirtrainingin theORT TradeSchoolin New
York City,in fivedifferentskills,as presentedin TableI below. Almost
one—thirdof the graduatesweretrainedin the fieldof machineshoppractice,
28% in radiomechanics,and overone ouarterin jewelrymaking.

TABLEI.
ORT TRADESCHOOLJEW YORK:GRADUATESBY SKILL

JANUARY1, 1542throughJAJUARY31, 1948 

Course Numberof

Graduates.
Per Cent
of Total

MachineShop 893 32%
RadioMechanics 783 28
JewelryMaking 720 26
Plasticsand Woodworking _399 _14

TOTAL 
 2,795 100%
_ . . .An analysisof the nationaloriginsof the 'Taduatesis presentedin Table

Almostsix out of everyten are of Polish,Czech,Russianor Germanorigin,
withPolishand Czechnationalitiespredominant.

TABLEII.
ORT TRADESCHOOL:NE':YORK:GRADUATESBY NATIONALORIGIN

JkTUARY1,1942throughJanuary31, 1948, 

Natidnali* Numberof

Graduates
Per Cent

'of Total
Polishand Czech 946 33.8Germanand Russian 703 25.2
American 583 20.9
Palestinian 42 1.5
Others 521 18.6

TOTAL 2,795 loox%

As indicatedin TableIII,"ORTTradeSchool1/4;raduatesby PreviousOccupation"
903 of the 2,795 ORT TradeSchoolgraduates,or almostone—third,wereYeshiva
studentsor studentsin otherschoolswhileanother31% weremerchantsand
lawyers. Thus,formerprofessionalsand bsiness people,who cameto theUnited
Statesdeprivedof allmeansof earninga livelihood,wererestoredto a life
of usefulnessand productivity.
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TABLE
ORT TRADESCHOOLZEW YORK:GRADUATESBY PREVIOUSOCCUPATION

JANUARY1,1942throughJANUARY_31,1948

Occupation 7umberof

Graduates

Per Cent

of Total

Yeshivaand otherstudents 903 32%
Merchants




554 20
Lawyers




316 11
Rabbis




188 7
GovernmentCOffidials,Bankers.;Juild6s186 7
Teachers




ig0 6
Others




468 17




TOTAL 2,795 100%

The graduatesof the past sixyearshavebeenyoung,vigorouspeoplefor the
most part,with 43%betweenthe agesof 15 and 35 and lessthanone out offour
over50, as shownin TableIV.

TABLEIV,
ORT TRADESCHOOLYEW YalK:GRADUATESBY AGE GROUP


JANUARY1,1942throughJANUARY31,1948

Age Group




Numberof

Graduates

Per Cent
of Total

15 - 35




1,202 43%

35- 50




925




Over 50




665 24




TOTAL 2,795 100%

AS indicatedin WeeklySummary,Vol.II,No.6,thepresentregistrationof the ORT
TradeSchoolis 97. Thesepupilsare composedof recentrefugees,most of whom
are sentto the ORT TradeSchoolby variousJewishorganizations,suchas the
UnitedServicefor New Americans,JDC and the HIAS,as wellas of young
AmericanZionistswho are trainingthemselvesfor workand lifein Palestine,
ManyYeshivastudentsare attendingthe ORT TradeSchoolin the realization
that,besidestheirspiritualtraining,it is of greatimportanceto knowa
tradein orderto earna living.

TableV revealsthatduring1947,the ORT TradeSchoolspent$20,270.41to
trainabout4g0 students)anaveragecostper pupilof only$46.00! Salaries
accountfor morethanhalf (53%)of the total,withoverheadexpenses(rent,
insurance,telephone,etc.)representinganotherone—thirdand suppliesand
equipmentsome7%.

TABLEV.
ORT TRADESCHOOLNEW YORK:EXPEYDITURES
JANUARY1,1947throughDECEMBER31,1947.

Item Amount
Salaries $10,662.50
Rent 6,260.04
Machines,Equipment,Supplies 1,365.63
Cleaning,Repairsand Vaintainence 1,014.50
Miscellaneous 967.74

TOTAL $20,270.41



Weekly Summary,Vol.II,Uo.0, 6
ZEUSFROMAMERICA(Continued).

ITEWYORK OFFICE,WORLDORT 


Mr.GeorgeBacker, President,',:orldORT 1Tnion,:x.MurrayLevine, member of the

Execut.iveCommittee,..orldORT Union, and Mr.A.C.Litton,member of the Central

Board, -orld ORT Union, sailed for Europe on the "queen Elizabeth"on February

26 to attend the Executive Committeemeeting of the World ORT Union, scheduled

for March 6 and 7 in Paris.

SUPPLIESFORGLIZMAITY.


Rapid shipmenthas been clatainedfor the transportfor Germany reportedunder

procurementin last weekts Summary. Two 1948 Willys StationWagons were

shipped to Bremerhafen on the "AmericanFarmer" on February 21. Three 1:illys

Jeeps with stationwagon bodies will sail on the "PetersburgVictory" on

February 28. The 15 U.S. Multilillermillin; machines,alsomentioned in last

weekts Summary,will be shipped through the JDC on the "St.CloudVictory" at

the end of this week or beginnin:;of next week,

ORT WORKMErTIOT:IDIT:CO- RESSIO7aLREPORT.

"VoluntaryForeignAid,The Nature and Sconeof PostwarPrivateAmerican  

AssistanceAbroad,withSpecialRsfe-,.e:Iceto Eurone," is the title of a study

submittedto the Eightieth Coreeeess,second Session of the Special Subcommittee

of the Committeeon Foreign Affairs consistingof Hon.James%Fulton, Pennysl-

vania, Chairman;Hon.JacobK.Javits, ew York; Hon.JosephL.Pfeifer,1TewYork.

The study gives an account of the activitiesof those American Voluntary

Agencies ehgWC in overseasrelief work, However, on page 14, it devotes a

large paragraph to the American ORT Federation,as an affiliate of World

ORT Union.

After a short survey of ORTts prese.itoverseaswork, it refers the reader

interestedin "Specific observa-6fons.,on t_levelee of the ORT Unionts work

among the displacedperonL to ,)a,7e50 of Di-elaced.Personsand the Inter-
nationalRefueeeOrry,A.ai,:onl_ae--)07-of i E.,eLal Silb-2omitteeof the 
Committeeon Fort 72:1_-.1et(ozi,,-5s,FirstSession.(See Weekly•




Sumeary,Vol.1 10.3)).

F7OM OTH-]RSOURCES.

To SpeedUp Resettleaentof D7'e . Twenty thousandEuronean refugees and DPts

could be resettled i ze.iie:ct:fin new homes ef ocean transportwere available,

it was stated by Wiljam exceut4ere-secretaeyof the Preparatory


Commissionfor the Caeee-aJ'_enalTefugee Organization,accordingto a JTA

dispatchfrom Geneva sa:Fcbreary 20, Tuck aP)ealedby letter to the 21 member

governmentsof PCIRC IOT a6=ereee from nex-6year's eontributionsto a special

fund for ocean t,:.a7s,r)ol-cac.hcjzed at the Januamy reeting of the Commission,

to enable the orgarlea5Jeeeo eharter ships to move the 20,000 refugees already

selecte(tand coe,.10 dce:ueentedby netional selecteonmissions in DP camps
in Germeely,.1.ur and In ''ashington,SenetoeHomer Vergasonof
Michigor, icif7p,1at a press conferenceheld on February 20, thathise-nr
bill to ar6,.,1,an u.).-y.c1f4.T6nu.nberof displacedpeisons to the United States

would reacle f:oeL tor considerationby March 1.

(Source; JTA Bedletin of February 22, 1940


