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VEWS F-O0M A3ROAD

ORT Representative Received In Audience By the Pope -~ On February 23, Pope
Pius XII zranted a orivate azudience to lirsdaron 3,Tart, Executive Vice-President
of the American ORT Federation, Mr,Tart gave an account of ORT training for
refugees and DP's, The Pone expressed his highest recoznition of the ORT
prozram which he considered a valuable contribution to the normalization of

the troubled world,

(Source: Cable from Mr,Tart, dated Rome, February 23, 19u8)

FROM GERMANY,

AMERICAN ZONE,

A report on the activities of 'orld ORT Union, U,S, Zone of Germany for t he year
1947, published in Munich and brouzht along by Mr,0leiski on his visit to this
country, presents summary figures showing the growth of ORT activities in 1947,
The table below shows the increase in pupil enrollment, trades, courses and
personnel, During the year 1947, 2,001 pupils were graduated from ORT training
courses in the U,S,Zone of Germany, which brings the total number of graduates in
the U,S,Zone of Germany, since the initiation of ORT activities at the end of
1945, to about 4,000, In addition, some 2-3,000 pupils discontinued their train-
ing for a variety of reasons prior to graduation,

GROWTH OF ORT ACTIVITIES: U,S,ZOI'E, GERMANY,
JAITUARY 1,1947 througzh DECEIBER 31,1947,

Item January 1, 1947 July 1, 1947 December 31,1947
Students A, 1/ 5,855 8,412
Instructors 2h2 2/ 496 721
Other Personnel 197 2/ 229 368
Total Personnel 439 725 1,089
Training Centers 4 Lg 60
Trades 3 ) 53
Courses VeAs 3/ N.he 3/ 496

1/ tunich estimate of 14,841 is regarded as wreliminary and may be too high,
__/ Estimate, although total 511 personnel ‘is congidered to-ba a-firm-figure.
Not available,
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As of January 31, 1948, there were 229 enrollees in the ORT Training Center in
Shanghai, as cempared with 197 pupils on December 31, 1947, an increase of 16%,
During Jamuwary, 10 courses were completed, 6 were replaced by new courses in

the same subjects, an advanced course in English for Craftsmen was started, and
the completed courses in corsetry, fashion desizning and shirtmaking were re-
placed by dressmaking, carpentry and gardening (see Yeekly Summary, Vol,II,No,7).
These latter 3 courses were opened at the Shangnai Jewish School with an en-
rollment of 28, 30 and 21, respectively,

(Source: Monthly Educational Repert, received February 16, 1948),

FROM BELGIUM,

In Brussels,during November 1947 six students enrolled in a 10-months'! course
for Chemical Laboratory assistants,
(Source: Geneva Form 10,1, received February 13, 1948)

FROM ITALY: ROME AREA,

In Monte Mario, 15 students enrolled in a one-year course in agriculture and
horticulture on December 29, 1947,

In Anzio, a course in electronics began on January 4, 1948 with 28 students
and a training duration of 6 months.

In Barletta, 3 new courses were begun during Janvary, Two of the courses,
Ladies' Wear: Cutting and Machine Knitting, have a training duration of 6
months and the course in ilen's Wear: Cutting 5 months. The courses have
an enrollment of 41, 35, and 19, respectively,

(Source: Geneva Form Iio,1, received February 24, 194g)

LEWS FROM AMERICA.,

Jacob Oleiski Speaks At ORT Luncheon in New York,

"ORT is not a philanthropic organization but a philosophy and an idea deeply
rooted in the Jewish masses of Hurope", This was the essence of the speech
given by lMr.Jacob Oleiski, director of ORT schools in the U,S.Zone of Germany,
at a luncheon tendered in his honor by the American ORT Federation and the
New York Office, World ORT Union, at the Hotel Astor in New York on February
25, 1948, Mr,Oleiski, introduced by Mr,David Rosenstein, member of the Central
Board, Vorld ORT Union, brought to the American members of ORT greetings from
the Sherit Hapleita, the "remnant of-Isramel " in Burope, whose tragic fate he
has shared through the years of Nazi terror as well as during the last years in
the DP camps after the so-called liberation,

In his speech, which was greatly applauded by the 60 guests gathered at the
luncheon, Mr.Oleiski souzht to explain the events that have afflicted European
Jewry during the last years, and which he defined as a crime not only against
' the Jews but against humanity, During all these years, only an inner belief in
ultimate salvation and signs of friendship from Jews living in other parts of
the world, — a letter, a parcel, - and the idea of work could give the European
Jews the strength to survive, Vork is more than to work with one's hands, It
is the spirit of work, the reassurance of one's own strength, which gives the
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men and women in despair the moral power to survive, It was not easy to convince
the people for whom work had meant slave labor to start to work for themselves,
but the ORT idea, which combines the philosphy of work with necessary manual
training, helped to win their interest and to brin; them into the ORT schools.
Consequently, ORT has never restricted itself to manual training alone, but
combined vocational traininzg with general education, to shov the pupils the
spirit behind their work, .

Mr,0leiski described how the idea of ORT had never left him during these years
of suffering., In the Kovno Ghetto he created ORT courses and upon his liber-
ation he initiated vocational trainingz courses in Landsberg, They-started -with-
300 pupils and in 30 montiis developed a network of schools over the entire
American Zone of Germany with clese to 9,000 students and 2 staff of over1l,0Q0.He
stressed the fact that the promised establishment of the Jewish State aiaed CRT
in its endeavour to expend its work, From tiie moment the DP's saw Palestine as
an actual possibility for their ultimate settlement, they eagerly demanded the
training opportunities offered by ORT. An insurmountable barrier, he said, has
arisen between the Jews and the Germans which does not vermit even a minimum
normalization of the economic life of the Jews in the camps and which will make
it impossible for them ever to remain in Germany,

The luncheon was attended by members of the American ORT Federation and its
affiliates, Other guests included lir,Maxim Stern, member of the Rio de Janeiro
ORT board and chairman of the Rio ORT school; DMr,Joel Singer, past president of
the Latin American ORT-OSE; Mr,Boris Joffe, agssistant Secretary for Overseas
Cooperation of AJDC; Mr.,illard Friedman, Representative of the Council of
Jewish Federations and elfare Funds; lir.Leon Denenberg, Director Information
Department, World ORT Union, Paris; Dr.Samuel Gringauz , former President of the
Committee of Liberated Jews in Germany; Dr.leo "ulman, Executive Secretary of
the American OSE; and Mr M,I,Trotzky, veteran ORT campaigner,

The luncheon was preceeded by a press conference attended by representatives of
The Few York Times, the Sun, the Forward, the Day, and the Morning Journal,
Reports were published in the Sun of February 25, and in the Day, Forward and
Morninz Journal and JTa Bulletin of February 26,

Mr,David Rosenstein presided at the press conference and stressed especially

the close cooperation with JDC which, for the second consecutive year, supplies
ORT with most of its funds for its overseas work, Mr,Leon Denenberg acted as
translator, Mr.0leiski reported on tie development of ORT traces from the basic
skills, such as machine shop practice to such modern subjects as optics and
aviation mechanics, He then answered the many questions that were out to him
by the representatives of the press,

EUROPEAN FRIEVDS OF ORT,

At a meeting of the Buropean Friends of ORT held at the ORT Trade School in New
York, Mr.Leon Denenberg, Director ORT Information Department, World ORT Union,
Paris, spoke about the siznificance of ORT work for the DP!'s in Germany and
Italy. Most of them accented ORT training as nreparation for their anticipated
emizration, especially to Palestine, where vital addition to the gkilled labor
force will result.from the immigration of ORT trainees,
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Mr,Jacob Oleiski, Director of ORT Schools in the U,S.Zone of Germany, recounted
the overwhelming problems faced by ORT in establishing its first school and the

success that was arrived at during the past two and one half years,

The meeting was presided over by Mr,s,C,Litton, Chairman, European Friends of
ORT,. Other speakers included Mr,Morris Simons, member of the Committee for the
ORT Trade School; Mrs.,ludwig Kaphan, dational President, Women's American ORT,
Mrs.Serge Jarvis and iir.Jacob Frankel, ;

Mr,Litton dnnounced that the first television set to Ve produced in the ORT
Trade School radio shop is to be presented to Mrs,Kaphan as ORT Yoman of the
Year for 1948, Mrs.Jarvis was the recipient of the 1947 award,

JE YORK ORT TRADE SCHOOL.,

From January 1, 1942 throuzh Jamnuary 31, 1948, a period of over six years,
2,795 pupils have completed their training in the ORT Trade School in New
Tork City, in five different skills, as presented in Table I below. Almost
one-third of the graduates were trained in the field of machine shop practice,
28% in radio mechanics, and over one quarter in jewelry making,

TaBLE I,
ORT TRADE SCHOOL i'EW YORK: GRADUATES BY SKILL
JANUARY 1, 1942 through JAUARY 31, 1948

Course Number of Per Cent
Graduates. of Total
Machine Shop €93 : 32%
Radio Mechanics 783 28
Jewelry Making 720 26
Plastics and Woodworking 399 14
TOTAL 2,195 10

An analysis of the national orizins of the rraduates is Efgééhféa in Table II,
Almost six out of every ten are of Polish, Czech, Russian or German origin,
with Polish and Czech nationalities predominant,

' TABLE II,
ORT TRADE SCHOOL:NE' YORK: GRADUATES BY NATIONAL ORIGIN
JATUARY 1,1042 through Januery 31, 1948,

Nationality TR Mumber of Per Cent
Graduates " of Total
Polish and Czech olib 33.8%
German and Russian 703 25«2
American h83 20.9
Palestinian Yo 1.2
Others gel 18,
TOTAL 2,795 100.0%

As indicated in Table III, "ORT Trade School Yraduates by Previous Occupation®
903 of the 2,795 ORT Trade School graduates, or almost one-third, were Yeshiva
students or students in other schools while another 31% were merchants and
lawyers, Thus, former professionals and business people, who came to the United
States deprived of all means of earning a livelihood, were restored to a life

of usefulness and productivity,




Weekly Summary Vol fT,No,8.

-5..
NEYS FROM AMERICA (Continued)

. | TABLE III,

ORT TRADE SCHOOL iEW YORK: GRADUATES BY PREVIOUS OCCUPATION
JANUARY 1,1942 through JANUARY 31,1948

Occupation Tumber of Per Cent
Graduates of Total
Yeshiva and other students 903 32%
Merchants 554 20
Lawyers . : : 316 i
Rabbis ’ ; 188 7
Government Qffiecials,Bankérs;Judd®s 186 7
Teachers 180 6
Others 468 1
TOTAL 2,195 100%

The graduates of the past six years have been young, vigorous people for the
most part, with 43% between the ages of 15 and 35 and less than one out of four
over 50, as shown in Table IV,

TABLE IV,
ORT TRADE SCHOOL IEW YORK: GRADUATES BY AGE GROUP
JANUARY 71,1942 through JANUARY 31,1948

Age Group ~ Number of Per Cent
Graduates of Total
15 - 35 1,202 47%
. 25 ~.58 928 33
Over 50 665 2
TOTAL \ 2,795 100%

As indicated in Weekly Summary, Vol.II,No,6, the present registration of the ORT
Trade School is 97. These pupils are composed of recent refugees, most of whom
are sent to the ORT Trade School by various Jewish organizations, such as the
United Service for New Americans, JDC and the HIAS, as well as of young
American Zionists who are training themselves for work and life in Palestine,
liany Yeshiva students are attending the ORT Trade School in the realization
that, besides their spiritual training, it is of great importance to know a
trade in order to earn a living,.

Table V reveals that durinz 1947, the ORT Trade School spent $20,270.41 to
train about Y80 students,an average cost per pupil of only $46.00! Salaries
account for more than half (53%) of the total, with overhead expenses (rent,
insurance, telephone, etc.) representing another one-third and supplies and
equipment some 7%.

TABLE V.
ORT TRADE SCHOOL NEVW YORK: EXPENDITURES
JANUARY 1,1947 through DECEMBER 31,1947,

Item Amount

Salaries $10,062,.50

Rent 6,260.04

‘ Machines,Equipment, Supplies 1,365.63
Cleaning,Repairs and iaintainence 1,014,50

Miscellaneous 967,74

TOTAL : $20,270,. 41
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Mr.George Backer, President, Vorld ORT Union, lir.Murray Levine, member of the
Executive Committee, ‘orld ORT Union, and Mr.A.C.Litton, member of the Central
Board, ‘orld ORT Union, sailed for Europe on the "Queen Elizabeth" on February
26 to attend the Executive Committee meeting of the Vorld ORT Union, scheduled
for March 6 and 7 in Paris.

SUPPLIES FOR G oRMANY.

Rapid shipment has been chtained for the transport for Germany reported under
procurement in last wveek!s Summary. Two 1948 Willys Station Wagons were
shipped to Bremerhafen on the "American Farmer" on February 2l. Three Yillys
Jeeps vith station wagon bodies will sail on the "Petersburg Victory" on
February 28, The 15 U,S. Multiniller milling machines,also mentioned in last
week's Summary, will be shipped throuzh the JDC on the "St,Cloud Tictory" at
the end of this week or bezinning of next week.

ORT ORK MENTIOUED I¥ COI'GRESSIOTaL REPORT.

"Voluntary Foreign Aid, The Nature and Scove of Postwar Private American
Ascistance Abroad, with Special Refereace to Europe," is the title of a study
submitted to the Bightieth Congress, Second Session of the Special Subcommit tee
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs consisting of Hon,James G,Fulton, Pennysl-

vania, Chairman; Hon.Jacob K,Javits, Jew York; Hon.,Joseph L,Pfeifer ew York,
) ¢ s = ¥

The study gives an account of the activities of those american Voluntary
Agencies énghggaf in oversgeas relief work., IHowever, on page lu, it cevotes a
large paragraph to the american ORT Federation, as an affiliate of World

ORT Union.

After a short survey of ORT's present overseas work, it refers the reader
interested in "Specific observations on the value of the ORT Union's work
among the displaced persons" to page 50 of Displaced Persons and the Inter-
national Refugee Orgaui i R
Committee on Foreiii al
Summary, Vol.l Lio.5)).

FROM OTEIR SOURCES.

To Speed Up Resettlement cf D7's .. Twenly thousand REuropean refugees and DP's
could be resettied imediately in new homes if ocean transport were available,
it was stated by Williama Tuck, exccutive-secretary of the Preparatory - . -
Commission for the Iaternational Refugsze Organization, according to a JTA
dispatch from Geneva ol February 20, Tuck appealed by letter to the 21 member
governments of PCIRC for advsences from next year's contributions to a special
fund for ocean transport acihorized at the Januvary meeting of the Commission,
to enable the organizatioa o charter ships to move the 20,000 refugees already
selected and comoles:ly dosusnented by national selaction missions in DP camps
in Germany, suchris and Isaly.- In Yashington, Senator Homer Ferguson of
' Michigan expr:csed hope &% a press conference held on February 20, that his
Dill to afmit an unspecifizd number of displaced persons to the Tnited States
would reach the Senatve floor for considerstion by March 1.
(Sources JTa Bulletin of February 22, 1948)




