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UEW AGREEIENT BUTWEEN ORT ATD PCIRO

On December 24, 1947 the Prevaratory Commission of the International Refugee
Organizaticn accepted the proposal of Vorld ORT Union for continuation or

CRT's vocational trainin; activities in behalf of displaced persons and
refugees in Germany, Austria and Italy in coordination with PCIRO operations

in those areas., This acceptance by PCIRO constitutes an agreement which,

in effect, replaces the agreement tetween WVorld ORT Union end UJRRA signed

in November 1945 and renewed in February 194, The negotiations began in late
fall of 1947 when Mr,Louis J.7aliunsky, Director ORT, Germany-Austria, and Dr,
Aaron Syngzalowski, Vice~President, Vorld ORT Union, discussed the question with
PCIRO Headquarters in Geneva, On December 3, 1947, Dr,Svngalowski, on behalf
of the Central Executive of Uorld ORT Union, addressed a letter embodying ORT's
mwoposals to iir,W,Eallem Tuck, Executive Secretary, PCIRG,

The agreement not only sets forth the responsibilities of Vorld ORT Union, but
commits PCIRO, to the extent mede possible by its resources, to:

a, Provide suitable facilities for ORT projects,

b. Provide work costumes for ORT students,

C. Assist with equipment and supplies.

d. Provide work opportunities for ORT graduates.

e. Give ORT opportunity to execute work nrojects undertaken by PCIRO in ORT

training workshops.

These provisions of the asreemcnt constitute, a real broadening of the assistance
available to ORT in the further development of its training program for t he DP's,
In addition, the agrement contains another noteworthy feature; namely, it gives
ORT the right to transfer its vocational training workshops, together with
remaining ORT supplies and ecuipment, to Prnlestine or other receiving countries,
as the students which ORT is assisting emigrate to such countries,
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. The general terms set forth in the agreement are to be implemented in ine
dividual countries or zones by additional agreements between FCIRO directors
and ORT representatives. ORT has undertaken to expand its vocational training
work among Jewish DP's in Germany, Austria and Italy, with the cumulative goal
of training not less than 30,000 DP's by the end of 1948. ORT, of course,
undertakes to furnish its schools and training workshops with machines, tools
and materials to provide qualified administrative and pedagogical personnel,

A novel feature is the incorporation in the agreement of a clause to the effect
that ORT, if requested by PCIRO, is prepared to test the occupational skills
of non-ORT applicants for emigration.

llr. Tuck's letter of acceptance of December 244y 1947, after setting forth the
various rules and regulations concerning PCIRO activities, concludes with the
following 3 paragraphs:

"The field personnel of your organization will be attached as officially
authorized personnel by our Zone and Mission directors for their respecs
tive areas of operation and, in so far as PCIRO resources and regulations
of the Governments or governing authorities will permit, your personnel -
and operations to which this sgreement applies, will be accorded the same
status and facilities as are accorded to FCIRO personnel and operations
in those territories. Your perscnnel will also be governed by the same
PCIRO and government or military regulations as applied to PCIRO person-
nel. In PCIRO agreements, genecral relations and administrative arrange-

. ments with Governments or governing authorities, we shall endeavour to
obtain from them the recognition and status necessary for your approved
operations and personnel working under the co-ordination and supervision
of FCIRO and within the scope of the PCIRO program,

"As soon as we have your confirmation of the receipt of this letter, and
acceptance of the conditions set forth therein, we shall inform our Zone
and Mission directors of Germany, Austria and Italy of this agreement and
they will in turn inform the resvective governing authorities of their
territories. The implementation of your program in each Zone or Mission,
within the terms of this general agreement, will then be determined in
accordance with plans and conditions mutually agreed upon with you and
approved by our Zone or Mission director and the governing authorities
concerned,

"The ORT training programs in our field missions in Germany, Austria and
Italy have already achieved important results in the successful re-
establishment of refugees for whom cmigration opportunities have de-
pended upon the acquisition of skills or the renewal of lost skills, Ve
recognize that the many ORT enterprises in receiving countries are also
contributing materially to resettlement opportunities and to the assimi-
lation of immigrants in their adopted countries. We appreciate what your
organization has been able to accomplish through many years of tested
experience, and we welcomethe assurance of your continued assistance in
furthering the work and objectives of the FCIRD."

. On December 30, 1947 » Dr. Syngalowski confirmed the receipt of Mr, Tuck's letter
of December 24 and stated ORT's acceptance of its conditions. The agreement is

thus in force and is expected to permit a real flom ring of ORT!
DP's in 1948, owering o s work among the
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NEVS FROM A3ROAD.

FROM BELGIUM,

The Financial and Accounting Office presents below the first complete tabulation
of ORT work in Belgium, On November 30, 1947, there were 521 pupils being
trained by Belzian ORT in 39 courses., This may be compared with 391 pupils
being trained in 20 courses on July 1, 1947, as reported in Weekly Summary

Vol. I, ¥0,29., The increase of 33% in pupil enrollment during these 5 months
occurred largely in the small towns as the enrollment in Brussels and Antwerp
has reamined virtually the same, thus reflecting the broadening character of
ORT's work in Belgium particularly among children,

PUPIL ENROLILMENT: 3BELGIAN ORT

AS OF VOVEMBER 30, 1947

LOCAT IO TITIE QF COURSE N0, OF COURSES ¥O. OF PUPILS
BRUSSELS Redic Technics e 18
Klectro Technics 2 26
Carpentry 2 15
Machine Shop 2 18
Sewing & Cutting 3 42
Tailoring 1 10 |
Velding : 3 % ‘
Sewing: Ladies' Dresses 3 52
Women's ear: Cutting 2 28
Knitting 2 15
Veaving 1 8 |
Shirtmaking 2 29 |
Corsetry 1 1k |
Cutting of Ladies' Coats &
Suits 1 8
Men's Wear: Cutting 9 ‘
Technical Chemistry 1 8 |
French for adults 1 17 326
ANTVERP Shirtmaking 2 27
Sewing 2 32 59
BOITSFORT Cardboardwork for Children 2 32 32
KESSEL~100 Farming 1 oY ok
AUDERGHEN )
VEZEMBECE ) Gardening for Children b 80 80
PROFONDSART ) S S o ‘
BRUSSELS ) ORal, 39 521 ‘

(Source: Geneva Forms 0.2, Reccived January 5, 1948)

‘FROM SWITZERLAID,

A six-months course in manufacturinz of leather gzoods vas ovened in Zurich
in January 1948 with 10 pupils.
(Source: Geneva Form Mo,1, received January 12.)
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NEWS FROM ABROAD (Continued)

FROM BULGARIA

New one-year evening courses in electro technics and radio technics were
opened in Sofia, with the consent of the iiinistry of Industry. These courses
will provide both theoretical and prsctical instruction and are intended for
unemployed, traveling salesmen, etc. The 105 successful aprplicsnts for ad-
mission had to undergo an entrance examination., Additional candidates will

be admitted on nroducing satisfsctory evidence of orevious schooling., Evening
classes were £lso opened in mechanics and electro- technics for those pupils

of secondary schools who could not be admitted to the regular ORT school.

(Source: Release from the Informstion & Instruction Dept., ORT Union, Geneva,
received February 21, 1947.)

FROM_CZECHOSLOVAKIA

The Financial and Accounting Office has Just received information indicating
that the tabulation of »unil enrollment in Czechoslovakia as of October 31,
1947, shown in Weekly Summary Vol. I, No. 36, was overst:ted due to an error
on our part, Ve are hapoy to vresent at this time the correct enrollment for
Czechoslovakian ORT as of Novemier 30, 1947. The figure is 166 punils, which
represents only a slight decline from the corrected enrollment figure of 174
as of October 31, 1947.

PUPIL ENROLLMENT: CZECHOSLOVAKIAN ORT
AS OF HOVEMBER 30, 1947

LOCATION TITLE OF COURSE NUMBER OF PUPILS
PODMOKLY Dressmaking 12
LITOMERICE Upholstery 10
PRAGUE Fancy Leather Goods 20

Dressmaking 17

LIBERETZ Mlen's Underwear Making 24
TEPLICE-SHANOV Men's Underwear Making (A) 21
llen's Underwesr liaking (B) 20

Dressmaking 15

KARLOVY-VARY Dressmaking 10
Men's Viear: llanufacturing 17

TOTAL 166

(Source: Geneva Forms No, 2, Teceived December 17, 1947.)
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NEWS_FROM_ABROAD (Continued)

FROM_HUNGARY

The excellent results of the examination held at the Budapest ORT weaving
workshop have lead the iiinister's versonal renresentative, Dr. Losonczy,

to promise these ORT graduates a certificate which gives the owner tex
privileges and aid in obtaining raw materials -~ very important p?e?ogatives
under the conditions which currently prev:il in Hungary. In addition, ORT
has been honored by being commissioned to write an illustrated manual on the
tecknique of weaving to be used by the Ministry of Commerce.

FROM_OTHER SCURCES

Rumanian Officials Hail ORT Contribution_ to Rehabilitation of Country's Jews -
BUCAREST, Jan. 15 (JTA) -~ The contributions being made by ORT to the re-
habilitation of Rumanian Jewry, and consequently to the reconstruction of the
country as a whole, were stressed here at a ceremony opening a new Central

OKT Building, 4mong the government representatives precent were the Ministers
of Fublic Education, Labor and Economics, as well ag trade union and industry
leaders,

In connection with the opening of the new center, the ORT disclosed that it
now has 54 trade schools and training shops in operation throughout the
country. Its work is supported by all sections of the community, social and
political, The chief source of its materials is the World ORT Union in Geneva,
which has provided machines, raw materials, technical advice and also money.

(Source: JTA Bulletin, January 16, 1948.)

NEVS_FROM AMERICA
Men's ORT of Manhattan - The firct general membership meeting in 1948 of the
Men's ORT of Maphattan took place on January 20, President John F. Davidson

presented a deteiled renort on recent developments and the meeting adonted
a 10-point program for 1948 aimed at stimulating growth of membership.

Tart_Leaves For Europe ~ ir. Aaron B. Tart, Executive Vice-President, American
ORT Federation, sailed for Europe on the S.5. "Queeen Mary" on January 17, 1948
to confer with leaders of ORT in Europe, particularly in relation to implementin;
the 1948 agreement between the imerican ORT Federation and the Lmerican Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee.

AMERICAN PERGONNEL OVERSEAS

Mr. Louis J. Valinsky, Director ORT, Germany-Austria, has recently informed us
about certain changes in the top administrative personnel in the U.S. Zone,
Germany, Dr. Samuel Steinberg has resigned from his position as director in
order to permit his trensfer to New York for importent ORT work here, Mr.
Walinsky himself is temporarily serving as director of the U.S. Zone, having
appointed lir. Joseph I. Melcher as deputy director for administration,

lMr. Méyer D, Bashein has resigned from his position as director of supply and
trensport and has returned to the U.S. to enter private business. lr, Bashein
has been succeeded by Mr. Alexander Solun,
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ORT_PUBLICITY

Among numerous instences of recent examples of ORT nublicity that have come
to our attention are the following:

Sao_Paulo ORT published an extensive report by Alfred Ettligger illustrated
%E%ﬁﬁﬁzctures from the Sao Paulo machine shop, on the occasion of the
graduation ceremony on December 16, 1947.

Scuth African ORT-OZE in its Bulletin of November 1947 featured a speegh

by liss Y. Golombick to the Annual General Meeting of the Women's Section
of the South African ORT-O0ZE on ORT's valuable work, observed at first hand,
among the DP's in Austria.

British ORT has published in December 1947 a hendsomely illustrated L=page
leaflet featuring an article entitled "Learning a Trade at thg ORT School"
by Vera Leff, renrinted from New Life, a Jerish monthly magazine, London.

British Zone, Germany - Both the Bergen-Belsen ORT school and the ORT ?onal
vocational school at Neustadt-Holstein published in December nicely Prlnted
pamphlets on ORT work in those 2 schools, featuring pictures of ORT in
action.

Austrian ORT on January 10, 1948 published a pamphlet"ORT In Austria" by
Harry Branton, director Austrian Mission, World ORT Union, covering the
. history, aims and tasks of Austrian ORT.

Italian ORT on December 20, 1947 celebrated the first anniversary of ORT in
Italy with a 4-page newsnaner-format brochure featuring articles by the
leaders of Italian ORT, vital statistics, and pictures showing ORT trainees
building a house in lilan, a weaving workshop in Grottaferrata, dressmaking
and machineshops in Rome, and an examinztion held in the millinery class at
Rome in the presence of IR0 director, iir. Keeny.

ORT_IN THE NEU'S

-

ITALY - At the end of December, 20 Vilan representatives of virtually the entire
foreign and Italianpress visited ORT schools and training workshops at the
camps Adriatico, Rivoli and Grugliasco, The vidit was festured in various
Italian newspapers and Baron Unna, head of the foreign Journalists in Milan, ’
praised ORT as follows:
"Our experiences in the Adriatico camp have aroused our great
interest in the other ORT schools. The OPT work is the warmest
tribute to the memory of many millions of Jewish workers who
perished in the hands of the Nazig,"
(Source: Release from the Information & Instruction Dept,, Geneva, recd. Jan.12.

CANADA - The Canadian Jewish Chronicle of January 9 revorts the interview given by
Mr. Guiseppe Sargat with iir. Leon Denenberg. (See Weekly Summary Vol.II, No.l)

U.S.A.- The New York Yiddish daily, The Day,published an article on January 12
entitled "Thousands of Refugees in Italy Prepared to go to Palestine," sent
from Italy by Chaim Leibowitch, in which tribute is paid to the "large-scale
activities among the refugees developed by ORT."

The Jewish Daily Forward in its Sunday edition, January 4, published a picture
of the 25th Anniversary Celebration of the american ORT Federsztion. The same
event was featured in an editorial in the Jewish Press of Omaha ,Neb, ,Jan.2.)




