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AUERICN ORTFEDERATION.CELEBRATES25THANNIVERSARY

The 25thanniversaryof the foundingof the AmericanORT Federationwas
celebratedon Sundayafternoon,December21, at theRooseveltMemorial
Auditoriumin New YorkCity. Overa thousandmembersand friendsof ORT
attended.

Amongthe congratulatorymessageswere thosefromPresidentTruman,Governor
Dewey,SenatorWagner,and MayorO'Dwyer.

HARRYS. TRUMAN.,PRESIDENT OFTHE UNITEDSTATES

"Pleaseacceptmy congratulationson the occasionof the twenty-fifth
anniversaryof theAmericanCRT Federation,Your organizationmaywell
be proudof the work it has doneovera quarterof a centuryand parti-
cularlyof its effectiveand humanitarianeffortsin behalfof Jewish
refugeesandwar victims. ORT has beenof inestimableassibtancein
helpingthemto becomeonceagaindignifiedend self-supportingmembers
of societythrougha programof vocationaltraining.Thisprogramis
madepossibleby the schools,apprenticeshipprograms,workshops,equip-
ment,raw materials,and othertrainingaidswhichthe Organizationfor
RehabilitationthroughTraininghas providedfor the residentsof camps
for displacedpersons. Yourmethodsand the outstandingsuccessthey
haveachievedare examplesof the opportunitiesthatexistfor useful
and constructivework amongthe peopleof all faithswho may stillbe
suffering rom the terribleeffectsof war."

HarryS. Truman

GOVERNORTHOMASE. DE"TY

"I am happyindeedto sendwarm greetingsto the delegatesfrommorethan
1,000nationaland localJewishorganizationsassembledon December21st
to celebratethe 25thAnniversaryof the LmericanORTFederation,together
with my heartycongratulationsto the leadersand membersupon the measure
to whichORT has succeededin reelizingits greatpurposes.

"It is exceedinglygratifyingto read in the renortof theSpecialSub-
committeeof theCommitteeon ForeignAffairsof the Houseof Representa-
tivesthe judgementthatORThas donethe bestjob of vocationaltraining
in the displacedPersonscamps. The purnoseof ORT -- to prepareJewish
displacedpersonsto earntheirlivelihood-- mustappealstronglyto men
and womenof goodwill throughouttheworld. This is not an activityby
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GovernorThomas E, Dewey igailinued)

whichmerelyone groupbenefits,but an undertakingof thewidestinter-
nationalimportance.

"Forthis,the membersof ORTdeservenrofoundgratitudeandwideacclaim.
May the goodwork continuein theyearsto comewithall the progressive,
heart-warming,humansuccessto whichit is so richlyentitled.

"Tithkindestregl•-rdsand bestwishes,

Sincerelyyours,"

ThomasE. Dewey

SENATORROBERTF WAGN7R

"I sendmy greetingsEndwarmestnersonalregardsto my friendsPartici-
patingin the 25thanniversarycelebrationof theAmericanORT Federation.
I welcomethisopportunityto expressonceagainmy deepadmirationfor
the magnificentworkof the ORT. The work of thisgreatorganizationis
more importanttodaythaneverbefore, The recentcreationof the Jewish
Statein the Homelandbringsaddedreseonsibilitiesbut the challengeof
new problemswill spurORT on to evengreaterefforts. I know thatyou
will continueto havete supportof men of goodwill,noblemen and
womenwho havedevotedthemselvesso wholeheartedlyto thisgreatcause."

RobertF, Wagner

MAYORWILLIAM0'D7YER

"Theaim of ORT since1880has beento helpthe helpless;to helpthem
not with breadalone,but to makethemthrive. Thosewho havebeenrescued
fromthe blackestcriJeltiesandwho havedriftedthroughthe darkstockades
of hopelessnesscannotnow remaindepen,:ent.

"Theywho understandwar so wellwill be our mosteffectiveworkersfor
peaceonlyif theycan supportthemselves.CRTis teachingthemto do
this,and deservessupportin thishumanework,"

WilliamO'Dwyer
Mayor

Additionalcongratulatorymessageswere receivedfroms JacobS. Potofsky,
President,AmalgamatedClothingWorkersof America;Dr. AaronSyngalowski,
Vica-iresident,WorldORT Union;Borisl'regeland Dr. L. Wuhlman,Chairman
and Secretaryrespectivelyof the AmericanOSECommittee;and Max Zaritsky,
President,UnitedHatters,Cap andMillineryWorkersInternationalUnion.

The conference, sponsoredby the threemajordivisionsof the American
ORTFederation(Pomen'sAmericanORT,ORTLaborCommittee,ORT Councilof
Organizations),was openedby AaronB. Tart,ExecutiveVice-President,
with the statementthatORT in the UnitedStatesis distinguishedby the
factthateverypartof AmericanJewryis representedin ORT labor,

capital,industryand the liberalprofessions,Thanksto the interestsof
thesegroups,Mr. Tartobserved,ORT in Europein2947was ableto do the
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mostoutstandingjob in its 67-yearold history,by virtueof the contributions
made by the AmericanJe-ryto the UnitedJewishAppeal,out of whosefunds
the JDC madea grantto ORT of tro milliondollars. He thenintroducedthe
chairmanof the afternoon,Hon.M. MaldwinFertig,formercounselto Governors
Rooseveltand Lehman.

Mr. Fertigexpressedthe hopethatin 1948ORTwouldreceivea largersum to
enableit to go on with itsexpandedprogram,readthe messagescitedabove,
and introducedthe speakers.

Addresseswere deliveredby Gov.HerbertH. Lehman,formerDirector-General
of UNRRA;GeorgeBacker,Presidentof theTorldORT Unionand the imerican
ORT Federation;LouisB. Boudin,Chairmanof theBoardof Directors;David
Rosenstein,Chairmanof Commerceand Industry;and Dr. SamuelGringauz,former
presidentof the Congressof LiberatedJews in the U.S.Zoneof Germany. In
addition,greetingsware broughtby representativesof leading,Jewishorgani-
zations. A concertwas givenin whichthe7orkmen'sCircleChorusand Miss
ElseFink participated.

In openinghis address,CovernorLehman,the featuredsneaker,paidtribute
to the leadershipof the AmericanORT,and urgedthe intensificationof vo-
cationaltrainingfor Jews in Europe,withparticularemphasison building
tradesso thattheywill be in a positionto help in the economicdevelopment
of Palestinewhen theyreachtht,country.

"Obvirusly,not all the Jewsof Europewill emigrateto Palestine,"Mr. Lehman
added. "Mostof themwillrequireour help-- vocationaltrainingas well as
foodand clothing-- for sometime. or thema tradewill be a sourceof

dignifiedliv(lihoodend pathto integrationintothe eeonomyof the lands
in whichtheywill settle.

"Thisindoedwas the originalnlanof ORT when it was formedin 1880-- a
deliberatediversionof Jewsfromthe few overcrowdedtradesand professions
intowhichtheywereforcedby ancientlegaland socialrestrictions."

The meetingwas closedwith a pleaby the chairman,Mr. Fertig,for the ORT
to increaseits membershipso thstthe ORTproFrammay bemade knownin the
UnitedStatesto the greatestpossiblenumberof People. He alsoexpressed
the thanksof the committeefor the indefatigableeffortsof thcSecretary
of the ORT Councilof Organizations,ChaimWeintraub,who actedas secretEry
of theArrangementsCommittee.

The addresseedeliveredby the sneakers,as well as the greetingsirought
by JuliusHoch-Jan,Ch.irmanof the1.dministrEtiveCommItteeof the CRT
LaborCommittee,in behdf of ,r.DavidDubinsky,,hrs.Naomi,Finkelstein./
Presidentof vomentsAmericanORT;Mr, HermanHoffman,CharrmaniA/ministrative
Committee,ORTCouncilof Organizations;RabbiWilliamF. Rosenblum,represent-
ing the SynagogueCouncilof America;DavidPinski,Presidentof the Je\!ish
National-,orkersAlliance;andDr. SimonSegalof the AmericanJewishCommittee,
will be publishedseparately.

The meetingwas fullyreportedin the followingNew Yorknewspapers:The New
YorkTimes,Herald-Tribune,Post,Sun, andTerld-Te1Qgrm. In addition,ex-
tendedstoriesware carriedin the entireYiddishPress,with editorialsap-
pearingon December20 in theDay,andon December21 in the MorningJournal.
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MSFROMLIAMER0

NE17YORK OFFICE '.7ORLDORT UNION

ORT-JDCNegotiations- The negotiationsbetweenAmericanORTFederationand
AJDC in regardto a 1948agreementare proceeding.As reportedin the last
issueof the7eeklySummary,certaintechnicalquestionswere raisedby JDC's
ResearchDepartment.Thesewereansweredin a lengthymemorandum,dated
December18, fromMr. Sardto Mr. Joffe,AssistantSecretaryfor Overseas
Operationsof JDC.

The firstformalcommitteemeetingwas h(-1don December23, withMr.Leavitt
and Dr. SchwartzrepresentingJDC,and Messrs.Backer,Boudin,Litton,Rosen-
stein,Sardand TartrepresentingORT. Afterconsiderablediscussionof the
factsand figurespresentedby the Financialand AccountingOffice,-orldORT
Union,it was agreedthattherequestcontainedin F & A DocumentNo. 4 is
legitimate.The importantproblem,however,is the factthat theamountof
income1i3eiyto be availableto JDC in 1948 is at bestuncertain,and at
worstmay be lessthanwas receivedin 1947. Accordingly,it Was feltthat
more timewas neededto explorethe impactof the variousimponderables,and
anothermeetinghas beenscheduledfor December

FirstShipmentof SurplupMachinery- The first34 machinesobtainedfrom
T.A.A. by ORT ToolSu')ly,representingthe New YorkOffice,-orldORT Union,
in cooperation7:iththe JDC Departmentof Supplyand Procurement,were shipped
to Europeon the S.S. "Trinidad"on December18. The machineshaveall been
carefullyinspected,and are in excellentworkingcondition.31 aredestined
for Germanyand Austriaas followss
13 HamiltonDrillPresses.
16 ArborPres[es.
1 K.O.Lee CutterGrinder.
1 BlakeTap GrindingMachine,

The remainingthreeare destinedfor FrenchORT. They include2 ArborPresses
and I ButtonholeMachine.

Anothershipmentis expectedto takeplaceon the S.S."SouthStar,"tentatively
scheduledfor the end of the month. Already,the followingmachines,alldes-
tinedfor Germanyand Austria,are cratedand readyfor shipments
1 Saw ShareeningGrinder.
1 GreentoyToolGrinder.
1 ExcelloToolGrinder.
4 LipeLathes.

The entireprogramis now movingintohighgear,and new machnery is still
beingobtained. In addition,the New York Officeis investigEtingthe pos-
sibilitiesarisingfromthe factthatvarioustypesof equipmentotherthan
machinetools,as wellas raw materials,are now beingmadeavailableby
T.A.A.underitseducationaldisposalprogram.

AMEIEUE_ORTUTIABLTION

The meetingof the Boardof Directors,AmericanORTFederation,on December18,
was presidedoverby Mr. LouisB. Boudin,Chpirmanof theBoard,who reported
on the currentnegotittionswithJDCwithrespectto an agreementfor 1948.
Mr. Tart,ExecutiveVice-Presidentof theAmericanORT,reportedon the Atlantic
City Conferenceof the UnitedJewishAppeal,whereORT was representedby
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NE:SFROMAMERICA(Continued)

Mr.A.G.Littonand Mr. Tart. Mr.DavidSteinof -aterbury,a friendof
ORT and ChEirmanof the UnitedJewishAppealin 4his city,recountedhis
experiencesduringhis six monthstour in EuropeandSouthAfrica.

Mr. Boudinannoc.ncEdthe resignationof Mr. PhilipBlockas ExecutiveDirector
of the AmericanORTFederation.He pointedout thathe and othermembersof
the ExecutiveCommitteehad mostreluctantlyacceptedMr.Block'sresignation,
but Mr. Blockhad insistedon leavingORT in orderto go intoprivatebusiness.
Mr. Boudinpaidtributeto Mr. Block'sloyaltyand devotedserviceto ORT,as
did otherBoardmembers.

Mr. Block,in thankingthe speakersfor theirgoodwishesand theBoardfor
a farewellpresent,statedthatwhilehe was leavingORT in his official
capacityas ExecutiveDirector,he wouldalwaysremain"an ORT man"and as
suchcontinuein thevariousorganizationsin whichhe is active. He expressed
appreciationto all the membersof theBoardfor theirgoodwill towardshim.

NE7SFROMABROAD

FROM GERMANY,AZERICANZONE

Discharged:-orkersMustLearna Tradein ORT Schools- TheCentralCommittee
of LiberatedJews in Germany,havingdiscussedtheProblemof the discharged
workersin the camps,tookthe followingdecisionwhichwae communicatedto
- orldORT Union,Munichin a letter,datedNovember24, 1947:

"ORTCentralHeadquarters,Munich,MoehlStr.10.

"Herebyyou arc notifiedof the decisionof theExecutive(Minutes#70)
concerningthe dischargedworkersin the camps:

" 'Itis re:olvedto ask alldischargedworkersto learna tradein
the ORT school. All thostwho refuseto learna tradewill be ex-
cludedfromreceivingthe rationprovidedfor dischargedworkers.
(Exceptions:Thosewho alreadyknowa tradeand thosewho cannot
be admittedto the ORT schoolbecauseof lackof space,whichfact
has to be certifiedby theBoardof the resnectiveCommittee.)'

"In referenceto the abovementionedresolutionyou are requested
to makethe necessaryarrangementsto admitthe dischargedworkers
to your schools."

Secretary Chairman
(signed) (signed)

DistrictStuttgartEstabishesa RadioCooperative- DistrictI (Stuttgart)
has decidedto setup a cooperativefor the graduatesof the radiotechnical
course. The graduateswillworkunderexpertsupervision.lath thisnew
venturethe Districtintendsto givethe graduatesthe opportunitynot only
to work but alsoto perfecttheirskills.

(Source: -eeklySummary,Munich,#18, of November24.)
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NEVZFROMABROAD(Continued)

Graduations- The followinggraduationstookplacein the firstpartofNovember: 47 in coursesfor cuttingof men'swear;16 in automechanics;15 in electricalengineering;13 in coursesfor goldsmiths'work;7 incarpentry.

(Source::eeklySummary,Munich,# 18, of November24.)

FROMAUSTRIA

On December7, the ORT schoolin Ebelsbergwas visitedby representativesofthe BrethrenServiceCommissionof the Churchof Brethren,Elgin,Illinois.Afterinspectingall the coursesin the school,theyenteredthe followingmessagein the guestbook:

"Mrs.HelenaB. Kruger,AnnvilleR.D.111,Pennsylvania,U.S.A.;LouisM. Rupel, alkerton,Indiana,U.S.A.;RalphE. Smeltzer,Schellingasse12,"ien I; -ilburE. Muller,SealpLevel,Fenra; HaroldRow,22 S. State,
Elgin,Illinois,U.S.A.-All the aboveare representativesof theBrethrenServiceCommissionof the Churchof Brethrenat Elgin,Illinois.Fe aremost impressedwith theprogressof thisschoolandwith thespiritofthe studentsand the kindnessof the instructorsand directors.We wishyou all the verybestnow and for the future."

(Source:Letterfrom orldORT Union,Faris,datedDecember15, 1947.)
FROMHUNGARY

When theVice-Prefectof the TolnaComitate(district)on an inspectiontourthroughhis districtpassedby the ORT trainingfarmand saw the new buildings,he expressedthewish to visitthe project. He was stronglyimpressedby itand promisedthatthe authoritieswouldgiveORT everypossiblesupport.
FROMITALY

In November,the metalworkshopin Aviglianocompleteda Menorahfor thechildren'shome in Rivoliat the suggestionof Dr. Jaffe,ORT Director,NorthernItaly. Thisworkshopwas particularlyusefulfor the pupils,becauseit gavethema chanceto learnthe assemblingof variouspartswhichwereseparatelymanufacturedand had to fit closelytogether. (Source:Information
and InstructionDept.,WorldORT Union,Geneva.)FROMBELGIUM

A farmingschoolwas openedat Kessel-Looin October1947. The landincludes80 acres. The schoolis conductedin theAliyahhomewith24 pupilsfrom13to 17 yearsof age and the durationof the course is I year..

(Source: GenevaForm No. 1, receivedDecember17, 1947.)
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