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AMERICAN ORT FEDERATION CELEBRATFS 25TH_ANNIVERSAKY

The 25th anniversary of the founding of the American ORT Federation was
celebrated on Sunday afternoon, December 21, at the Roosevelt Memorial
isuditorium in New York City. Over a thousand members and friends of ORT

attended,

Lmong the congratulatory messages were those from President Truman, Governor
Dewey, Senator Wagner, and Mayor O'Dwyer,

HARRY S. TRUMAN, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

. "Please accept my congratulations on the occasion of the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the imerican ORT Federation, Your organization may well
be proud of the work it has done over a quarter of a century and parti-
cularly of its effective and humanitarian efforts in behalf of Jewish
refugees and war victims, ORT has been of inestimable assistance in
helping them to become once again dignified snd self-supporting members
of society through a program of vocaticnal training. This program is
made possible by the schools, apprenticeship programs, workshops, equip-
ment, raw materials, and other training aids which the Organization for
Rehabilitation through Training has provided for the residents of camps
for displaced persons. Your methods and the outstanding success they
have achieved are examples of the opportunities that exist for useful
and constructive work among the people of all faiths who may still be
suffering from the terrible effects of war.,"

Harry S. Truman

'GOVERNOR_THOMAS E. DEVEY

"I am happy indeed to send warm greetings to the delegates from more than
1,000 national and local Jewish organizations assembled on December 21lst
to celebrate the 25th inniversary of the imerican ORT Federation, together
with my hearty congratulations to the leaders and members upon the measure
to which ORT hes succeeded in reslizing its great purposes.

"It is exceedingly gratifying to read in the revort of the Special Sub-
‘ committee of the Committee on Foreign 4ffairs of the House of Representa-
tives the judgement that ORT has done the best job of vocational training
in the displaced versons camps, The purpose of ORT -- to prepare Jewish
displaced persons to earn their livelihood -- must appeal strongly to men
and women of good will throughout the world. This is not an activity by
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Governor Thomas E. Dewey (Continued)

which merely one group benefits, but an undertaking of the widest inter-
national importance,

"For this, the members of ORT deserve profound gratitude and wide acclaim.
May the good work continue in the years to come with all the progressive,
heart-warming, human success to which it is so richly entitled.

"¥ith kindest regerds and best wishes,

Sincerely yours,"

Thomas E. Dewey

SENATOR_ROBERT F, WAGNER

"I send my greetings end warmest personal regards to my friends vartici-
pating in the 25th anniversary celebration of the American ORT Federation.
I welcome this opportunity to express once agein my deep admiration for
the magnificent work of the ORT., The work of this great organization is
more important today than ever before, The recent creation of the Jewish
State in the Homeland brings added resnonsibilities but the challenge of
new problems will spur ORT on to even greater efforts, I know that you
will continue to have the support of men of good will, noble men and
women who have devoted themselves so wholeheartedly to this great cause."

Robert ¥, Wagner

MAYOR WILLIAM O'DIYER

"The aim of ORT since 1880 has been to help the helpless; to help them

not with bread alone, but to make them thrive, Those who have been rescued
from the blackest cruelties and who have drifted through the dark stockades
of hopelessness cannot now remasin depencent.

"They who understend war so well will be our most effective workers for
peace only if they can support themselves, ORT is teaching them to do
this, and deserves support in this humane work,"

Williem O'Dwyer
Mayor

Additional congratuletory mescages were received froms Jacob S. Potofsky,
President, Amalgamated Clothing Workers of imerica; Dr. Aaron Syngalowski,
Vice-rresident, World ORT Union; Boris rregel and Dr. L, Wuhlmen, Chairman
and Secretary respectively of the imerican OSE Committee; and Max Zaritsky,
President, United Hatters, Cap #nd Millinery Workers International Union,

The conference , sponsored by the three major divisions of the American
ORT Federation (Women's Aimerican ORT, ORT Labor Committee, ORT Council of
Organizations), was opened by Aaron B, Tart, Executive Vice-President,
with the stutement that ORT in the United States is distinguished by the
fect that every part of american Jewry is represented in ORT -- labor,
capital, industry and the liberal professions, Thanks to the interests of
these groups, Mr. Tart observed, ORT in Europe in1947 was able to do the
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most outstanding job in its 67-year old history, by virtue of the contributions
. mede by the American Jevry to the United Jewish ippeal, out of whose funds
* the JDC made a grant to ORT of two million dollars. He then introduced the
chairman of the afternoon, Hon, M, Maldwin Fertig, former counsel to Governors

Roosevelt and Lehman,

Mr., Fertig expressed the hope that in 1948 ORT would receive a larger sum to
enable it to go on with its expanded program, read the messages cited above,
and introduced the speakers,

Addresses were delivered by Gov. Herbert H. Lehman, former Director-General

of UNRRA; George Backer, President of the Morld ORT Union and the American

ORT Federation; Louis B. Boudin, Chairman of the Board of Directors; David
Rosenstein, Chairman of Commerce and Industry; and Dr. Samuel Gringauz, former
President of the Congress of Libersted Jews in the U.S. Zone of Germany, In
addition, greetings were brought by representatives of leading Jewish organi-
zations, A concert was given in which the Workmen's Circle Chorus and Miss
Else Fink participated.

In opening his address, Governor Lehman, the featured speaker, paid tribute
to the leadership of the imerican ORT, and urged the intensification of vo-
cational training for Jews in Europe, with particular emphasis on building
trades so that they will be in a position to help in the economic development
of Palestine when they reach that country.

"Obvicusly, not all the Jews of Europe will emigrate to Palestine," Mr. Lehman
. added, "Most of them will require our help -- vocational training as well as

food and clothing -- for some time. ¥or them a trade will be a source of

dignified livelihood and path to integration into the economy of the lands

in which they will settle.

"This indeed was the original nlan of ORT when it was formed in 1880 ~- a
deliberate diversion of Jews from the few overcrowded trades and professions
into which they were forced by ancient lcgal and social restrictions.”

The meeting was closed with a plea by the chairman, Mr. Fertig, for the ORT
to increase its membership so that the ORT program may be made known in the
United States to the greatest possible number of neople., He also expressed
the thanks of the committee for the indefatigable efforts of the Secretary
of the ORT Council of Organizations, Chaim Weintraub, who acted as secretery
of the Arrangements Committee,

The addressea delivered by the speakers, as well as the greetings Wrought

by Julius Hochman, Ch irman of the administrstive Commiftece of the ORT

Labor Committee, in behslf of .ir, David Dubinsky, lirs, Naomi Finkelstein,
Fresident of Vomen's American ORT; Mr, Hermun Hoffman, Chaf Administratise
Coumittee, ORT Council of Orgsnizetions; Rabbi William F, Rosenblum, represent-
ing the Synagogue Council of America; David Pinski, President of the Jewish
National Torkers Alliance; and Dr, Simon Segal of the American.Jewish Committee,
will be published separately., 8, :

The meeting was fully reported in the following New York newspapers: The New

fork Times, Herald-Tribune, Post, Sun, and World-Telegram. In addition, ex-

tended stories were carried in the entire Yiddish press, with editorials ap-
~ bearing on December 20 in the Day,and on December 21 in the Morning Journsl,
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NETS _FROM AMERIC

NEW_YORK_OFFICE, WORLD ORT UNION

ORT-JDC Negotiationg - The negotiations between American ORT Federation and
AJDC in regard to a 1948 agreement are proceeding, As revorted in the last
issue of the lleekly Summary, certain technical questions were raised by JDC's
Research Department, These were answered in a lengthy memorandum, dated
December 18, from Mr, Sard to Mr, Joffe, Assistant Secretary for Overseas
Operations of JDC.

The first formal committee meeting was held on December 23, with Mr, Leavitt
and Dr., Schwartz representing JDC, and Messrs, Backer, Boudin, Litton, Rosen-
stain, Sard and Tart representing ORT, After considerable discussion of the
facts and figures presented by the Financial and Accounting Office, 7orld ORT
Union, it was agreed that the request contained in F & A Document No, 4 is
legitimate, The important problem, however, is the fact that the amount of
income likely to be available to JDC in 1948 is at best uncertain, and at
worst may be less than was received in 1947, Accordingly, it was felt that
more time was needed to explore the impact of the various imponderables, and
another meeting has been scheduled for December 38,3/ .

First Shipment of Surplus Machinery - The first 34 machines obtained from
W.A.A, by ORT Tool Supuly,representing the New York Office, orld ORT Union,
in cooperation with the JDC Department of Supply and Procurement, were shipped
to Europe on the S.S. "Trinidad" on December 18, The machines have all been
carefully inspected, and are in excellent working condition, 31 are destined
for Germany and Austria as followss

13 Hamilton Drill Presses.

16 Arbor Presces.,

1 K,0. Lee Cutter Grinder.

1 Blake Tap Grinding Machine,

The remaining three are destined for French ORT. They include R Arbor Presses
and 1 Buttonhole Machine,

Another shipment is expected to take place on the S.8. "South Star," tentatively
scheduled for the end of the month, Already, the following machines,all des-
tined for Germany and Austria, are crated and resdy for shipments

1 Saw Sharoening Grinder.

1 Greentoy Tool Grinder.

1 Excello Tool Grinder.

4 Lipe Lathes,

The entire program is now moving into high gear, and new machinery is still
being obtained, In addition, the New York Office is investigeting the pos-
sibilities drising from the fact that variocus types of equipment other than
machine tools, as well as raw materials, are now being made available by
“+A.A, under its educational disposal program,

AMERICAN ORT FEDERATION

The meeting of the Board of Directors, American ORT Federetion, on December 18,
was presided over by Mr, Louis B. Boudin, Chairman of the Board, who reported
on the current negotictions with JDC with respect to an agreement for 1948,

Mr. Tart, Executive Vice-President of the American ORT, reported on the Atlantic
City Conference of the United Jewish Appeal, where ORT was represented by
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 NEGS_FROM_AMERICA (Continued)

Mr, A.C. Litton and Mr, Tart, Mr. David Stein of “aterbury, a friend of
ORT and Cheirman of the United  Jewish Appeal in $his city, recounted his
experiences during his six months tour in Europe and South Africa,

Mr. Boudin announced the resignstion of Mr, Philip Block as Executive Director
of the American ORT Federation., He pointed out that he and other members of
the Executive Committee had most reluctantly accepted Mr. Block's resignation,
but Mr, Block had insisted on leaving ORT in order to go into private business.
Mr. Boudin paid tribute to Mr. Block's loyalty and devoted service to ORT, as
did other Board members,

Mr. Block, in thanking the speakers for their good wishes and the Board for

& farewell present, stated that while he was leaving ORT in his official
capacity as Executive Director, he would always remain "an ORT man" and as

such continue in the various organizations in which he is active., He exnressed
appreciation to all the members of the Board for their good will towards him,.

NET'S_FROM_ABROAD

FROW GERMANY, AMERICAN ZONE

Discharged "‘orkers Must Learn a Trade in ORT Schools - The Central Committee
of Liberated Jews in Germany, having discussed the problem of the discharged
workers in the camps, took the following decision which was communicated to
“orld ORT Union, Munich in a letter, dated November 24, 1947:

"ORT Central Headquarters, Munich, Moehl Str. 10,

"Hereby you arc notified of the decision of the Execcutive (Minutes #70)
concerning the discharged workers in the camps:

" 'T% is resolved to ask all discharged workers to learn a trade in
the ORT school, All thosc who refuse to learn a trade will be ex~
cluded from receiving the ration provided for discharged workers.
(Exceptions: Those who already know a trade and those who cannot
be admitted to the ORT school becsuse of lack of space, which fact
has to be certified by the Board of the resnective Committee.)'

"In reference to the above mentioned resolution you are requested
to meke the necessary arrangements to admit the discharged workers
to your schools,"

Secretary Chairman
(signed) (signed)

District Stutigart Estab'ishes a Radio Cooperative - District I (Stuttgart)

has decided to set up a cooperative for the graduates of the radio technical
course. The graduates will work under expert supervision., With this new
venture the District intends to give the gradustes the opportunity not only
to work but also to perfect their skills.

(Source: Teekly Summary, Munich, #18, of November 24.)




e T e e 0 e L e R L

Veekly Summary # 40 -6~

~ NEUS FROM ABROAD (Continued)

Greduations - The following graduestions took place in the first part of
November: 47 in courses for cutting of men's wear; 16 in automechanics;
15 in electrical engineering; 13 in courses for goldsmiths' work; 7 in
carnentry.

(Source: Teekly Summery, Munich, # 18, of November 24.)

FROM _AUSTRIA
On December 7, the ORT school in Ebelsberg was visited by representatives of
the Brethren Service Commission of the Church of Brethren, Flgin, Illinois,
After inspecting all the courses in the school, they entered the following
message in the guest books:

"Mrs. Helena B. Kruger, Annville R,D. 111, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.; Louis

M. Rupel, ‘alkerton, Indiana, U.S.A.; Ralph E. Smeltzer, Schellingasse 12,
tien I; Tilbur E. Muller, Sealp Level, Senra; . Harold Row, 22 S, State,
Elgin, Illinois, U.S.A.- All the above are representatives of the Brethren
Service Commission of the Church of Brethren at Elgin, Illinois. Ve are
most impressed with the progress of this school and with the spirit of

the students and the kindness of the instructors and directors. We wish
you all the very best now and for the future,t

(Source: Letter from .‘orld ORT Union, Paris, dated December 15, 1947.)
FROM_HUNGARY

When the Vice-Prefect of the Tolna Comitate (district) on an inspection tour
through his district passed by the ORT training ferm znd saw the new buildings,
he expressed the wish to visit the project. He was strongly impressed by it
and promised that the authoritics would give ORT every possible support.

FROM ITALY

In November, the metal workshop in Avigliano completed a Menorah for the
children's home in Rivoli at the suggestion of Dr. Jaffe, ORT Director,
Northern Italy. This workshop was particularly useful for the pupils, because
it gave them a chance to learn the assembling of various parts which were
separately manufactured and had to fit closely together., (Source: Information

and Instruction Dept., World ORT Union,Geneva. )
FROM _BELGIUM

A farming school was opened at Kessel-Loo in October 1947. The land includes
80 acres, The school is conducted in the Aliyah home with 24 pupils from 13
to 17 years of age and the duration of the course: is 1 yeor, .

(Source: Geneva Form No. 1, received December 37 1987.)




