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~ NEWS_FROM AMERICA
UJA Sets 0,000,000 Goal For 1948

"In order to achieve the historic task which destiny has
assigned us, the whole of American Jewish communal 1life
in the year 1948 must mobilize all resources of devotion,
manpower and funds for the supremely urgent needs of the
United Jewish Apveal. May we be equal to the responsi -
bilities and orivilege which Providence, our people and
the peoples of the world have now given us."

This resolution was adopted by the National Conference of the United Jewish

‘ Appeal in Atlantic City on December 13 and 14, which was convoked to discuss
the UJA budget for 1948. After a full day's discussion the minimum goal, in-
cluding the requirements for the United Palestine Appeal, the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee and the United Service for New Americans,was set
at $250,000,000, In the discussion, Moses A. Leavitt, Executive Vice-Chair-
man of the JDC, told the conference that the task of retraining Jews in Europe
for resettlement in the new Jewish state and elsevhere would place heavy res-
pongibilities on the Joint Distribution Committee in 1948.

"In 1948," Mr, Leavitt said, "inereased emphasis must be placed on reconstruc-
tive activities which will enable additional tens of thousands to help them-
selves and leave relief rolls." For this work, he estimated that a minimum
of about 313,000,000 will be required. He revorted that during the current
year JDC enabled 103,000 families to become substantially or completely self-
supporting,

Other speakers included Mr. Joseph J. Schwartz, European Director of JDC;
General Joseph T. McNarney, former Commander of the U,S. Zone in Germany;
Representative James J, Fulton, Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs special
sub-committee on the Internstional Refugee Organization; Major General John
H. Hildring, former Assistznt Secretary of State; Chaim Yeitzman; William
Rosenwald, National Co-Chairman of the UJA; Moshe Shertok, Jewish Agency
political chief, and others.

The speakers stressed not only the problems of the 250,000 disnlaced Jews in

. Europe, but also the need for emigration of the 400,000 Jews in Rumania,
200,000 in Hungary and many thoussnds in Poland and Bulgaria, Hope was gene-
rally expressed that, in addition to the increased opportunities for emigration
to Palestine, the U.S. will pass a law allowing for larger immigration,
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‘ ORT-JDE Negotiations Regarding 1948 Agre’ément Reach Formal Stage

At the request of Mr. George Backer, President, World ORT Union and American
ORT Federation, the Financial and Accounting Office, World ORT Union has pre-
pared a document entitled "World ORT Union Financiel Requirements In 1948,"
presenting the key data essential for the guidance of the American ORT Federa-
tion in its negotiations with AJDC regarding the continuation into 1948 of
-the AJDC-ORT Agreement. The document is the most important result to date

of the beginnings of the reporting system launched by the Financial and Ac-
counting Office,

Informal discussion had started as far. back as September 26, when Mr, George
Backer, Mr. Louis B. Boudin and Mr. Edward L. Sard, in a conference held at

the office of AJDC, »resented F & A Document No. 1 to JDC representatives.

(See Weekly Summery No. 28.) The negotiations reached a new stage when, on
December 16, ilr. George Backer submitted F & A Document No. 4 to lir. Moses A.
Leavitt, Executive Vice-Chairman, and Dr. Joseph J, Schwartz, Chairman European
Executive Council, of AJDC. The meeting was held in a friendly atmosnhere

and the principle established was that the agreement will be continued in 1948.

The research department of JDC is presently reviewing this yéer's work of ORT,
based on the data presented in Document No. 4, and will discuss certain tech-
nical problems with the Financial and Accounting ‘Office, World ORT Union. Then,
formal committees will be set un by AJDC and the American .ORT Federation for
final negotiations., We hone to be able to announce- the conclusion of the
. agreement and its terms in the near future. ; e e s

NEWS_FROM _ABROAD

FROM GANAD A’_

A dinner to promote the Women's Canadian ORT Guardianship Drive, and attended
by abcut 800 people, was arranged by the Women's Canadiari ORT in Montreal on
December 9. The guests included Dr. Joseph Kotlry, Czechoslovakian consul
general in liontreal and Dr. Tadeusz Rakowski, Polish consul general, both of
whom paid tribute to ORT work in their respective countries,

Mrs. Cylvia Margulies, who had organized ORT work in Austria, was the guest
speaker, Giving a report on ORT's work for DP's, she called her work in Austria
"a most gratifying job." "Learning to do some creative work in the training
schools was the best therapy possible for those memory-haunted peonle," .she
said,. ' ;

Mrs, H.D. Cheifetz, chairman of the dinner and National Chairman of Guardian~

ship for Women's Canadian ORT, announced that 200 children for whom the Canadian

group nledged themselves will be taken care of by the end of the fiscal year

in March, Mrs. Norman Gold read her annual revort as National Chairman of

Vays and Means, lirs. Larry Shapiro, the newly elected regional president,

was introduced by Mrs. Cheifctz who also thanked the guest speaker, Mrs. Leon
. D, Crestohl, National President, introduced lrs. Margulies,

Reports of the mgeting appeared in the Montreal Daily Star of December 11, the
Gazette Montreal of December 10 and the Herald Montreal of December 11, The
Gazette also published an interview with Mrs, Margulies. '
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FROM GERMANY

ORT Opens Trade School At Berlin -~ In a conference between Mr. Fischbein,
Director IRO, and Directors of ORT work in the American and British Zones

of Germany, it was decided to onen an ORT Trade School in Berlin in coopera-
tion with the American and British Zones,

The school will be established in the training camp, Teltower Damm, where
school facilities are particularly favorable.

There are at present about 16,000 DP's and German Jews living in the four
sectors of Berlin.

(Source: Cable from Dr. Dutech, Director ORT, British Zone, Germiny, to World
ORT Union, Paris.)

BRITISH ZONE

Segcond Anniversary of the Belsen ORT School - Zonal School Neustadt Opened -
On December 7, the Belsen ORT School celebrsted its second anniversary.
Between 650 and 700 people attended the ceremony, among them many representa-
tives of neighboring Jewish communities and visitors from abroad. At the
monthly zonal meeting of FCIRO and CCG (Control Commission Germany), Mr.
Apinall, chairman, congratulated ORT on the occasion of the seccnd anniversary
of the Belsen school, thanking ORT for its excellent work in the British Zone,
and stating that it is the only organization which carries on a training
project for DP's on such a large scale and with such great success.

On December 8, thc ORT vocational school at Neustadt was opened as a zonal
school with representstives of the civilian and ‘military authorities parti-
cipeting.

On both occasions, goods manufactured by students of the ORT schools were
exhibited.

(Source: Cable from Dr, Dutch, Director ORT, British Zone, Germany, to World
ORT Union, Paris, dated December 10.)

November Report -~ The highlights of the report of ORT, British Zone, Germany,
submitted by Mrs. I, Mowshowitch, Deputy Director, British Zone, dated November
28, are presented below,

Exodus Camps - Early in November, the 4,500 peonle of the "Exodus" were moved
into two camps, i.e., 2,600 to Emden and 1,900 to Sengwalden, Both camps have

a considerable number of young people, aged 15 to 20,and a number of persons
who were instructors in ORT schools in the U.S. Zone or elsevhere., The moment
ORT representatives called at the camps, they were greeted with enthusiasm, and
the first registration of those willing to be trained in various trades pro-
duced a figure of well over 400 people in Emden and 244 in Sengwalden., It was
now mainly a question of supplies, and all that could be spared at the ware-
house in Hannover and at the ORT schools in Neustadt and Belsen, was forwarded
without a moment'a delay to those two camps.

At present in Emden, 4 trades are being taught - dressmaking (4 classes),
carpentry, shoemaking and dental mechanics - and, as soon as sunplies will be
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availéble, electro-technical, radio-technical and machine shop workshops can
be orened immediately. Preparations are also being made for corset making,
tailoring and interior decoration classes.

In Sengwalden, for the time being,the sohool.started with 3 tradest dress-
making, carpentry and machine shop,

IRO and PW/DP Division at Lemgo displayed great interest in the speeding-up
of the beginning of ORT activities in these cemps, and it is owing to their
assistance that no time was lost in opening the schools almost imrediztely
after the Exodus people had moved into these camps.

In other parts of the British Zone, the student enrollment likewise shows an
increase, A new training center wes ovened in the DP camp Kaunitz, where 27
pupils enrolled in & dressmaking class. - In Neustadt, approximately 140
students arrived from Belsen, bringing the total student enrollment of the
newly opened Zonal school up to 200, = The number of pupils at the Belsen
school to date is 368, excluding the Dental School. (See Yeekly Summary # 37.)
A course for leatherwork was opened with 17 students. ORT activities at
Belsen have also been ertended to the existing school for children in vhich

50 boys and 60 girls, aged 8 to 13, are given training in woodworking and
seving and embroidering, respectively.

A students' club was opened at Belsen ORT school, and the first social was
held there early in November, - Graduation took place at Vinnhorst, Hannover,
vhere 12 trainees completed their 9-months' course of training in dressmaking.
Two representatives of the Hannover German Guild were invited to attend the
examinations, and issued letters stating their aporoval of ORT achievements
in training. - 15 more students from Belsen vere admitted to the Ahlem Farm.
A new course in tractor driving was started on November 12th, for which the
need for winter ploughing is pvroviding ample opportunities.

Altogether, there are at present 1,487 pupils in ORT training in the British
Zone of Germany,

FROM_STWITZERLAND

In Zurich, a new course in cutting of ladies' dresses with 10 pupils was
opened in October 1947, and 2 courses in corset-making and dressmaking with
an enrollment of 9 gnd 10 students, respectively, in November. In Lugano,
courses in cutting and manufacturing of men's underwear with 14 pupils each
were opened in November, The duration of these courses is from 6 to 10
months,

(Source: Geneva Form No. 1, received December 5.)

FROM BELGIUM

% welding course with 7 students was onvened in Brussels, Belgium, in September
_‘II’ 947,

(Source: Geneva Form No. 1, received December 12,)
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FROM_ITALY

Poligh Statesmen Visit ORT Trade Schoolsg in Milan - Mr, Kasimir Rusinek,

Polish Minister of Labor, accompanied by several other representstives of the
Polish and Italian Socialist Parties, visited the ORT .courses and training
workshops in camp Adristico near Milan where more than 2,000 Jewish refugees
are living. The party was conducted by Dr. Jaffe, ORT Director, Northern
Italy. After completing the tour, the Minister made the following statement:
"In the ORT schools one feels the dynamic of work. Only ORT awakens the
creetive will in the DP's and leads them back to a productive existence. ORT
alone renders it possible that the uprooted become once again constructive
elements in the economic structure of society,"

(Source: Release from the Information and Instruction Department, ORT Union,
Geneva.)

Gradustions -~ 30 men and 33 women were graduasted from the courses in cutting
of men's and women's undervear, resmectively, in Rome and Cinecitta. The
graduations of the men took place on November 9, that of the women on November
16, Some of the 16 gradustes of the men's cutting course in Cinecitta are

now working in the workshops of the Red Cross in the IRO camp at Cinecitta.
The others, as well as some of the women graduates of the Rome course, wish

to continue their training in tailoring end dressmaking respectively. The
Board of Exsminers included trade exverts as well as teachers of the govern-
mcntel trede schools,

(Source: Geneva Form No. 4, received December 11,)

New Courses - The following new courses were opened in Italy during November
1947: In Rome, cutting of men's underwear with 30 students; in Rivoli,
manufacturing of men's underwear with 25 students and machineshop with 23
students. (See Weekly Summary # 37.)

(Source: Geneva Form No. 1, received December 12.)

FROM RUMANIA

"The Galeti ORT trade schools are centers of culture and of productive work."
with this statement the Rumenian press summarized the tasks and achievements
of ORT vhen describing an exhibition of products manufactured by pupils of
the Galati ORT training workshops for mechanics, joinery end dressmaking.

The exhibition wes opened following a commencement day celebration of the
Galati ORT courses, in which representztives and delegates of all Jewish
organizations participated.

(Source; Release from the Information and Instruction Department, ORT Union,
Geneva,
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ORT_IN THE NEWS

The Aufbau, New York German langurge weekly, in its issue of December 19
publishes an article "25 Years ORT in the USA" reviewing the latest issue
of the ORT Economic Review., The article concludes with the following
statement:

"This is a welcome opportunity to express our gratitude and
congratulation, and to combine with it the statement thet
everybody who considers himself & Jew has the moral obligation,
at present end in the future, to nromote the work of ORT and
to widely publicize its achievements."

The Alliance Review,No. 13 of November 27, published by the Americen Friends
of the Alliance Israelite Universelle, Inc., New York, carries an article
"Teen~Agers Saved from Gutter in Morocco," in whieh the work of the ORT-
Alliance Vocational School in liorocco is described in detail. Summarizing
the value of this institute, the article says:

"Spending half a day in the workshop and the other helf in school,
almost entirely removed from the temptations of idleness, these
children turn towerds a healthier, better life., Under the in-
fluence of menual and intellectual activity, they begin to achieve
a conception of hygiene and of morality. Their existence suddenly
acquires meening,"

. The well known Yiddish columnist, B.Z. Goldberg, who at present is touring
the Latin American countries, in the New York Yiddish daily The Day of De-
cember 12 published «n article on the Jewish Institutions in Rio de Janeiro.
In this article Mr, Goldberg preises the Rio ORT School which provides
vocetional training for the poorest of the Jewish children in Rio. These
children, mostly of sephardic origin, Mr. Goldberg writes, would not be ad-
mitted to any of the other vocstional training schools. If ORT would not
train them, they would idle on the streets, peddling or becoming demoralized.

FRCM _OTHER SOURCES

Catholies in Hungary Ask ORT to Accept Some Catholic Students in Schools and

Farms - Catholic educational suthorities in several sreas in Hungary have
approached the ORT and asked that some Catholice students be accepted on
ORT training farms and vocational schools, the ORT Union headquarters in
Geneva revealed on December 16. A number have already been admitted to
the ORT Engineering College in Budepest and the Jews have promised to ac-
cept some Catholics on at least one model farm.

(Source: JTA Bulletin, December 1%}

Vocational Treining to Relieve Plight of Rumanian Jews Mapped at Bucharest

Conference - A blue-print for large-scale vocational training of Rumanian
Jews was drawn up in Bucherest by a conference attended by representatives

. of . the Joint Distribution Committec, the ORT, the OSE znd the Ministries of
Educetion and Labor. The conference decided to set up a country-wide network
of organizations to provide vocational training and retraining for about 8,000
Jews. The plen enviszges vocstional schools for youths and artisans cooperatives
end retraining courses for adults,
(Source: JTA Bulletin, December 18.)




