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NEWSFROMAMERICA

UJASets$250.000_1000Goal For 1948


"In orderto achievethe historictaskwhichdestinyhas
assignedus, thewholeof AmericanJewishcommunal life
in theyear 1948mustmobilizeall resourcesof devotion,
manpowerand fundsfor the supremelyurgentneedsof the
UnitedJewishAppeal. Maywe be equalto the resoonsi-
bilitiesand or3vilegewhichProvidence,ourpeople and
the peoplesof theworldhavenow givenus."

This resolutionwas adoptedby the NationalConferenceof the UnitedJewish
AppealinAtlanticCityon December13 and 14,whichwas convokedto discuss
the UJA budgetfor 1948. Aftera fullday'sdiscussionthe minimumgoal,in-
cludingthe requirementsfor the UnitedPalestineAppeal,the AmericanJewish
JointDistributionCommitteeand the UnitedServicefor NewAmericans,wasset
at ,250,000,000.In the discussion,MosesA. Leavitt,ExecutiveVice-Chair-
man of the JDC,toldthe conferencethatthe taskof retrainingJewsin Europe
for resettlementin the new Jewishstateand elsewherewouldplaceheavyres-
ponsibilitieson the JointDistributionCommitteein 1948.

"In 1948,"Mr. Leavittsaid,"increasedemphasismustbe placedon reconstruc-
tiveactivitieswhichwill enableadditionaltensof thousandsto helpthem-
selvesand leavereliefrolls." For thiswork,he estimatedthata minimum
of about43,000,000will be required. He reportedthatcluringthe current
year JDC enabled103,000familiesto becomesubstantiallyor completelyself-
supporting.

OtherspeakersincludedMr. JosephJ. Schwartz,EuropeanDirectorof JDC;
GeneralJosephT. McNerney,formerCommanderof the U.S. Zone in Germany;
RepresentativeJamesJ. Fulton,Chairmanof the HouseForeignAffairsspecial
sub-committeeon the InternationalRefugeeOrganization;MajorGeneralJohn
H. Hildring,formerAssisttntSecretaryof State;Chaim'eitzman;Tilliam
Rosenwald,NationalCo-Chairmanof the UJA;MosheShertok,JewishAgency
pol=ticalchief,and others.

The speakersstressednot onlythe problemsof the250,000disolacedJews in
Europe,but alsothe needfor emigrationof the 400,000Jews in Rumania,
200,000in Hungaryand manythousandsin PolandElldBulgaria.Hopewas gene-
rallyexpressedthat,in additionto the increasedopportunitiesfor emigration
to Palestine,the U.S.willpassa law allowingfor largerimmigration.
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NETSFROM AMERICA(Continued)

111 ORT-JDCNegotiationsRegarding1948Agrument ReachF9rmalStage

At the requestof Mr. GeorgeBacker,President,WorldORT Unionand American
ORTFederation,the FinancialandAccountingOffice,WorldORT Unionhas pre-
pareda documententitled"TorldORT UnionFinancialRequirementsIn 1948,"
presentingthe key dataessentialfor the guidanceof theAmericanORTFedera-
tion in itsnegotiationswithAJDCregardingthe continuationinto1948of
the AJDC-ORTAgreement.The documentis the mosti-loortantresultto date
of the beginningsof the reportingsystemlaunchedby theFinancialandAc-
cpuntingOffice.

Informaldiscussionhad startedas far.backas September26, when Mr. George
Backer,Mr. LouisB. Boudinand Mr.EdwardL. Sard,in a conferenceheldat
the officeof AJDC,nresentedF & A DocumentNo. 1 to JDC representatives.
(See7eek1ySummaryNo. 28.) The negotiationsreacheda new stagewhen,on
December16, Mr. GeorgeBackersubmittedF & A DocumentNo.4 to Mr. MosesA.
Leavitt,ExecutiveVice-Chairman1andDr. JosephJ. Schwartz,ChairmanEuropean
ExecutiveCouncil,of AJDC. The meetingwas heldin a friendlyatmos:there
and the principleestablishedwas thatthe agreementwill be continuedin 1948.

The researchdepartmentof JDC is nresentlyreviewingthisyear'sworkof ORT,
basedon the datapresentedin DocumentNo. 4, andwilldiscusscertaintech-
nicalproblemswith theFinancialandAccountingOffice,rlorldORT Union. Then,
formalcommitteeswillbe setun by AJDCand the AmericanORT Federationfor
finalnegotiations.We honeto be able to announcethe conclusionof the
agreementand its termsin thenearfuture.

MEWSFROMABROAD

FRQMCANADA

A dinnerto promotetheTomen'sCanadianORT GuardianshipDrive,and attended
by abcut800 people,was arrangedby the"omen'sCanadianORT in Montrealon
December9. The guestsincludedDr. JosephKotlry,Czechoslovakiancorsul
generalin montrealand Dr. TadeuszRakowski,Polishconsulgeneral,bothof
whom paidtributeto ORT %ork in theirrespectivecountries.

Mrs.CylviaMargulies,who had organizedORT work in Austria,was the guest
speaker, Givinga reporton CRT'sworkfor DP's,she calledherwork in Austria
"a mostgratifyingjob." "Learningto do somecreativework in the training
schoolswas the besttherapypossiblefor thosememory-hauntedpeonle,"she
said,

Mrs.H.D.Cheifetz,chairmanof thc dinnerand NationalChairmanof Guardian,
shipfor Women'sCanadianORT,announcedthat200 childrenfor whomthe Canadian
groupnledgedthemselveswill be takencareof by the end of the fiscalyear
in March. Mrs.NormanGoldreadher annualreportas NationalChairmanof
Ways and Means. Mrs.LarryShapiro,the newlyelectedregionalnresident,
was introducedby Mrs.Choifetzwho alsothankedthe guestspeaker. Mrs.Leon
D, Crestohl,NationalPresident,introducedMrs.Margulies.

Reportsof themeetingappearedin the MontrealDailyStar of December11, the
GazetteMontrealof December10 and the HeraldMontrealof December11, The
GazettealsoPublishedan interviewwithMrs.Margulies.
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FROM GERMANY

ORTOpensTradeSchoolAt Berlin- In a conferencebetweenMr. Fischbein,
DirectorIRO,and Directorsof ORTwork in the Americanand BritishZones
of Germany,it was decidedto onenan ORT TradeSchoolin Berlinin coopera-
tionwith theAmericanand BritishZones.

The schoolwill be establishedin the trainingcamp,TeltowerDam, where
schoolfacilitiesare particularlyfavorable.

Thereare at presentabout16,000DP's and GermanJewslivingin the four
sectorsof Berlin.

(Source:CablefromDr. Dutch,DirectorORT,BritishZone "Germeny,to World
ORT Union,Paris.)

BRITISHZONE

•

SecondAnniversaryof the BelsenORT School- ZonalSchoolNeustadtOpened-
On December7, theBelsenORT Schoolcelebratedits secondanniversary.
Between650 and 700 peopleattendedthe ceremony,amongthemmanyrepresenta-
tivesof neighboringJewishcommunitiesand visitorsfromabroad. At the
monthlyzonalmeetingof PCIROand COG (ControlCommissionGermany),Mr.
Apinall,chairman,congratulatedORT on the occasionof the seccndanniversary
of the Belsenschool,thankingORT for its excellentwork in the BritishZone,
and statingthatit is the onlyorganizationwhichcarrieson a training
projectfor DP'son sucha largescaleand,:ithsuchgreatsuccess.

On December8, the ORTvocationalschoolat Neustadtwas openedas a zonal
schoolwith representativesof the civilianand militaryauthoritiesparti-
cipating.

On bothoccasions,goodsmanufacturedby studentsof the ORT schoolswere
exhibited.

(Source: CablefromDr. Dutch,DirectorORT,BritishZone,Germany,to Torld
ORT Union,Paris,datedDecember10.)

NovemberReport- The highlightsof the reportof ORT,BritishZone,Germany,
submittedby Mrs.I. Mowshowitch,DeputyDirector,BritishZone,datedNovember
28, are presentedbelow.

ExodusCamps- Earlyin November,the 4,500peooleof the "Exodus"weremoved
intotwo camps,i.e.2,600to Emdenand 1,900to Sengwalden.Both campshave
a considerablenumberof youngpeople,aged15 to 20,anda numberof persons
who were instructorsin ORT schoolsin the U.S.2,oneor elsewhere.The moment
ORT representativescalledat the camps,theyweregreetedwith enthusiasm,and
the firstregistrationof thosewillingto be trainedin varioustradespro-
duceda figureof well over400 peoplein Emdenand 244 in Sengwalden.It was
now mainlya questionof supplies,and all thatcouldbe sparedat the ware-
housein Hannoverand at the ORT schoolsin Neustadtand Belsen,was forwatded
withouta moment'sdelayto thosetwo camps.

At presentin Emden,4 tradesare beingtaught- dressmaking(4 classes),
carpentry,shoemakingand dentalmechanics- and,as soonas sunplieswill be
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NETSFROM ABROAD(Continued)

available,electro-technical,radio-technicaland machineshopworkshopscanbe onenedimmediately.Preparationsare alsobeingmadefor corsetmaking,tailoringand interiordecorationclasses.

In Sengwalden,for the timebeing,thesohoolstartedwith 3 trades: dress-making,carpentryand machineshop.

IRO and PT/DPDivisionet Lemgodisplayedgreatinterestin the speeding-upof the beginningof ORT activitiesin theseCFMDS, and it is owingto theirassistancethatno timewas lostin openingthe schoolsalmostimfedietelyafterthe Exoduspeoplehad movedintothesecamps.

In otherpartsof theBritishZone,the studentenrollmentlikewiseshowsanincrease.A new trainingcenterWas openedin the DP campKaunitz,17here27pupilsenrolledin a dressmakingclass.- In Neustadt,approximately140studentsarrivedfromBelsen,bringingthe totalstudentenrollmentof thenewlyopenedZonalschoolup to 200.- The numberof pupilsat theBelsenschoolto date is 368,excludingtheDentalSchool. (See7eek1ySummaryP37.)A coursefor leatherworkwas openedwith 17 students. ORT activitiesatBelsenhavealsobeene-tendedto the existingschoolfor childrenin -hich50 boysand 60 girls,aged8 to 13, are giventrainingin woodworkingandsevingand embroidering,respectively.

A students'clubwas openedat BelsenORT school,and the firstsocialwasheld thereearlyin November.- Graduationtookplaceat Vinnhorst Hannover,where12 traineescomPletedtheir9-months'courseof trainingin dressmaking.Two representativesof the HannoverGermanGuildwere invitedto attendtheexaminations,end issuedlettersstatingtheirapProvalof ORT achievementsin training.- 15 morestudentsfromBelsen ere admittedto theAhlemFarm.A new coursein tractordrivingwas startedon November12th,for whichtheneedfor winterploughingis providingampleopportunities.

Altogether,thereare at present1,487pupilsin ORT trainingin theBritishZone of Germany.

MOM STITZERLAND

In Zurich,a new coursein cuttingof ladies'dresseswith10 pupilswasopenedin October1947,and 2 coursesin corset-makingand dressmakingwithan enrollmentof 9 and 10 students,respectively,in Novemeer. In Lugano,coursesin cuttingend manufacturingof men'sunderwearwith 14 pupilseachwere openedin November.The durationof thesecoursesis from6 to 10months.

(Source:GenevaForm No. 1, receivedDecember5.)

FROM BELGIUM

A weldingcoursewith 7 students was openedin Brussels,Belgium,in September1947.

(Source:GenevaForm No. 1, receivedDecember12.)
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NES FROM ABROAD(Continued)

FROM ITALY

PolishStatesmenVisitORT TradeSchoolsin Milan- Mr. KasimirRusinek,
PolishMinisterof Labor,accompaniedby severalotherrepresentativesof the
Polishand ItalianSocialistParties,visitedthe ORT coursesand training
workshopsin campAdriaticonearMilanwheremorethan2,000Jerdshrefugees
are living. The partywas conductedby Dr. Jaffe,ORT Director,Northern
Italy. Aftercompletingthe tour,the Ministermadethe followingstatement:
"In the ORT schoolsone feelsthedynamicof work. OnlyORT awakensthe
creativewill in the DP'sand leadsthemback to a productiveexistence.ORT
alonerendersit possiblethattheuprootedbecomeonceagainconstructive
elementsin the economicstructureof society."

(Source:Releasefromthe Informationand InstructionDepartment,ORT Union,
Geneva.)

Graduations- 30 men and 33 womenwere graduatedfromthe coursesin cutting
of men'sandwomen'sunder-ear,resnectively,in Rome and Cinecitta.The
graduationsof the men tookplaceon November9, thatof the womenon November
16. Some of the 16 graduatesof the men'scuttingcoursein Cinecittaere
no7 workingin the rorkshopsof theRed Crossin the IRO campat Cinecitta.
The others,as well as someof thewomengraduatesof theRome course,wish
to continuetheirtrainingin tailoringand dressmakingrespectively.The
Boardof Examinersincludedtradeex7ertsas well as teachersof the govern-• mentaltradeschools.

(Source:GenevaForm No. 4, receivedDecember11.)

New Courses- The followingnew courseswere openedin ItalyduringNovember
1947: In Rome,cuttingof men'sunderwearwith 30 students;in Rivoli,
manufacturingof men'sunder-earwith25 studentsand machineshopwith23
students. (SeeWeekly Su-nary# 37.)

(Source: GenevaForm No. 1, receivedDecember12.)

FROMRUMANIA

"TheGaletiORT tradeschoolsare centersof cultureand of productivework."
yith thisstatementtheRumanianpresssummarizedthe tasksand achievements
of ORT when describingan exhibitionof nroductsmanufacturedby pupilsof
the GalatiORT training-orkshonsfor mechanics,jnineryrnC dressmaking.
The exhibitionWES openedfollowinga commencementday celebrationof the
GalatiORT courses,in whichrepresentativesand delegatesof all Jewish
organizationsparticipated.

(Source:Releasefromthe Informationand InstructionDepartment,ORT Union,
Geneva.)
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ORT IN THE NEWS

The Aufbau,New YorkGermanlanguageweekly,in its issueof December19
publishesan article"25YearsORT in the USA"reviewingthe latestissue
of the ORT Economic Review.The articleconcludeswith the folloaving
statement:

"Thisis a welcomeopportunityto expressour gratitudeand
congratulation,and to combinewith it the statementthat
cverybodywho considershimselfa Jew has the moralobligation,
at Presentand in the future,to nromotethework of ORT and
to widelypublicizeits achievements."

The AllianceReview,No.13 of November27, publishedby the AmericanFriends
of the AllianceIsraeliteUniverselle,Inc.,NewYork,carriesan article
"Teen-AgersSavedfromGutterin Morocco,"in whichthe work of the ORT-
AllianceVocationalSchoolin Moroccois describedin detail. Summarizing
the valueof thisinstitute,the articlestys:

"Spendinghalfa day in theworksl-lopand the otherhalf in school,
almostentirelyremovedfromthe temptationsof idleness,these
childrenturntowErdsa healthier,betterlife. Underthe in-
fluenceof manualand intellectualactivity,theybeginto achieve
a conceptionof hygieneand of morality.Theirexistencesuddenly
acquiresmeaning."

The wellknownYiddiehcolumnist,B.Z.Goldberg,who at presentis touring
the LatinAmericancountries,in the New YorkYiddishdailyThe Day of De-
cember12 publishedtn articleon the JewishInstitutionsin Rio de Janeiro.
In thisarticleMr. GoldbergPraisestheRio ORT Schoolwhichprovides
vocationaltrainingfor the poorestof the JewishchildrLnin Rio. These
children,mostlyof sephardicorigin,Mr. Goldbergwrites,wouldnot be ad-
mittedto any of the othervoctional trainingschools. If ORT wouldnot
trainthem,theywouldidleon the streets,peddlingor becomingdemoralized.

FRGMOTHERSOURCES

Catholicsin Hun ar Ask ORT to AcceptSomeCatholicStudentsin Scl,ols and
Farms- Catholicaducationalauthoritiesin severalereasin Hungaryhave
approachedthe ORT and askedthatsomeCati-plicstudentsbe acceptedon
ORT trainingfarmsandvocationalschools,the ORT Unionheadquartersin
Genevarevealedon December16. A numberhavealreadybeenadmittedto
the ORTEngineeringCollegein Budapestand the Jewshavepromisedto ac-
ceptsomeCatholicson at leastone modelfarm.

(Source: JTA BulletintDecember17.)

VocationalTrainingto RelievePlightof RumanianJewsMappedat Bucharest
Conference- A blue-printfor large-scalevocationaltrainingof Rumanian
Jewswas drawnup ln Bucharestby a conferenceattendedby representatives
of the JointDistributionCommittee,the ORT,the OSE and the Ministriesof
Educationand Labor. The conferencedecidedto set up a country-widenetwork
of organizationsto providevocationaltrainingand retrainingfor about8,000
Jews. The planenvisagesvocationalschoolsforyouthsand artisanscooperatives
and retrainingcoursesfor adults.
(Source: JTA Bulletin,December18.)
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