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MEETING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, WORLD ORT UNION
November 22-23, 1947, at Zurich, Switzerland

The meeting of the Executive Committee of World ORT Union took place in
Zurich, Switzerland, on November 22 and 23, 1947, with Judge Leon Meiss
of Paris,as Chairman.

1. Executive Committee members present: Judge Leon Meiss, President,
Central Board; Co-Chairman Dr. David Lvovitch and Dr. Aaron Syngalowskij;
Abraham Alperine, France; Louis B. Boudin, U.S.A.; Armand Brunschwig,Paul
Guggenheim, L. Hersch, Switzerlsnd; Alexander Halpern, England; Gregory
Jascunski, Poland, Roger Van Praag, Belgium; and Dr. Boris Surowich, acting
as proxy for M. Avenburg, South America, Members of the Central Board:
Paul Dreyfus de Gunzbourg, Switzerlend; Leon Frenkiel and Jacgues Sheftel,
France; and Aureliu Weiss, Rumania,

Also present: A, Neuman, President, Control Commission; E. Gordon and

V. Helperin, Executive Secretaries; Louis J. Walinsky, Director Germany-
Austria; Alexander Kovarsky, Director French ORT; Edward L, Sard, Acting
Director, Financial and Accounting Office, New York; and members of World
ORT Union steff in Paris and Geneva, L. Denenberg, I. Goldmann and S. Gold-
mann,

2. A detailed report on the growth of ORT activities in each country
during the period from July 1947 to November 1947 was presented by the
Paris and Geneva Central Offices, Dr. Syngalowski in presenting the report
stressed the fact that total attendance in 1947 in European ORT institutions
had reached 26,364. When to this number is added the number of trainees
in North Africa, the Western Hemisphere and Shanghai,the total number having
received training so far in 1947 exceeds 28,000, Dr. Syngalowski also men-
tioned that in many countries ORT has received official recognition either
in the form of government endorsement of the ORT diploma, or subsidies, or
both. This applies particulsrly to the work among the DP's in Germany ,
Austria end Italy as well as in France, Poland, Hungary and Bulgaria. Re-
lations with other international and Jewish organizations, such as AJDC,
South &frican Jewish War Appeal, Jewish Agency for Palestine, etc., continue
to be cordial and fruitful,
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3. Dr. Lvovitch reported on the financial situation of World ORT Union,
stating that in the first nine months of 1947 about $2,000,000 were spent |
for ORT work., Dr. Lvovitch stressed the necessity for increasing local
‘ income and for strengthening the fund-raising campaigns, A 1948 budget
totalling $4,327,000 was accepted.,

The sub-committee on the budget proposed two resolutions which were adopted:

(a) Wherever World ORT Union grants subventions, except in the DP camps,
local income is obligatory,

(b) Fund-raising campaigns should be organized in every country every
year.

4s Mr. Louis B. Boudin addressed the mecting at length on organizational
protlems, stressing the necessity for regular meetings of the Executive Com-
mittee and the creation of a small Interim Menagement Committee to function
in between meetings of the Executive Committee. On the motion of Mr. 4.
Halpern, the following resolutions were approved:

(a) Thet the Executive Committee shall meect once every three months,

(b) That the problem of centralizing the management of ORT work in
Europe be submitted to the next meeting of the Central Board,

(¢c) That an Interim Management Committee serving as a sub-committee of
ithe Executive Committee be established., This committee is to meet
monthly and will consist of the following members: Admiral L. Kahn

‘ (with Mr. A, Alperine es his deputy), Mr. A. Brunschvig (with Profes-
sor L. Hersch as his deputy), Mr. A. Halpern (with Mr, R. Van Praag
as his deputy) and Dr. D, Lvovitch end Dr, 4. Syngalowski ex-officio.

ORT Germany-Austria Report, November 1947

A detailed report on ORT work in the U,S. and British Zones of Germany and
in Austria was prepared by Mr. Louis J. Walinsky, Director, Germany-Austria,
on the occasion of the Executive Committee Meeting in Zurich on November P2
After reviewing the development of ORT's work in these regions from its in-
auguration until October 1947, the report presents the outlook for ORT's
work in the coming year, centering around the possibility of lerge Jewish
emigration from Germany and Austria and its likely effect on ORT's work in
1948,

"It is beliecved," states the report, "that even early and favorable action
with respect to emigration to Palestine and the United States would not
result in a collapse of the ORT operations, ALctual movement of pupulation
might be disappointingly slow; and the prospect of early emigration might
be a stimulus rather than a deterrent to vocational training., It is expected,
therefore, that while the scale of our operations may level off early in 1948,
it will not substantially recede from its peak for several months - perhaps
not until the second part of the year, 1948 should, therefore, look somewhat
like 1947 in reverse. The only excention will be that the volume of graduates
will continue to grow for some time after the total number of students has

. started to decline,.s.,.Preparations are now bcing made, in anticipation of
the eventual conclusion of our work in Germany and Austria, to inventory com-
prehensively and safeguard our properties, so that they may be shipped out
when the proper time arrives,®
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Sk NEJS FROE ABROAD

FROM AUSTRIA

Jewish Refugees in Vienna Express Thanks to World ORT Union- At a large
meeting to celebrate the establishment of the Jewish State, arranged by
the International Committece for Jewish Refugees in Vienna on December 4,
a decision was unanimously adopted to express to World ORT Union the
neeting's gratitude for ORT's pioneer work in training the Jewish youth,
and to ask its continuation. The resolution was transmitted to the New
York Office, World ORT Union, by cable signed by Bronislav Teichholz,
President International Committee for Jewish Refugees, as chairmen and
Dr. Goldmann as secretary.

PCIRO Official Lauds ORT's Work - " I would like to express my admiration
for the constructive work ORT is performing." This statement was made
by General Carl A, Hardigg, Director of Supply and Transport; PCIRO, at

& meeting in Geneve between IR0 officials and Jewish Voluntary Agencies.
Also present at this meeting weres Mr, William A. Tuck, Executive Seére-
tary of the PCIRO; Sir Arthur Rucker, Deputy Executive Secretary; Mr.
Myer Cohen, and other top officials of IRO. (Source: Cable from Mr.
Harry Brenton, Director ORT Austria, to Mr, Louis J. Welinsky, Director
ORT Austria end Germany, dated Vienna, November 18%)

Vocational Guidance Applied to ORT Students in Vienna - In its section
entitled "Development of The Austrian Ofgenizetion, the Report on Recent
Developments in the ORT iork in Germeny-Austria, submitted %o *‘the Execu-
tive Committee in November 1947, states the following about the intro-
duction of the vocational guidance system in Vienna: "ORT in Austria

has pionsered in the development of a vocational guidance system., A
psychotechnical screening procedure, established by Professor Dr. 0. Timb
and Dr. N. Thumb of the vocatiomal guidance section of the Austrian
Government, has made outstanding progress. In September alone, 120
scientific aptitude tests for mechnical training were administered in
Vienna, and the Austrian experience with psychotechnical screening will
make & contribution to the work in Germany,"

T

Austrian ORT Registers Its Charter - Torld ORT Union has teken measures

©o reglster The organizationm With the Austrian Government as a legal
entity. The Austrien ORT ascociation will thus be able 'bo accept mem-
bers, to build up an Austrian Vomen's ORT and an ORT Youth Organization.
The foundation for a permanent orgsnization has thus been laid. Close
cooperation with the Austrian Government has yielded facilities for
premises and working materials, and official approval of curriculs and
teaching programs by the Austrian Ministry of Education will give ORT
diplomas in this country official value. (SourcssReport on Recent Develop-
ments in ORT Work in Germany-Austria)

FROM BULGARIA

el

The Bulgarian Newsrcel Filmed the Inauguration of the ORT Technical School

in Sofia on October 23.- .t present, this Film 1s being shown in all
Bulgarian movie theaters, Its first scene brings the official speeches
and the inauguration ceremonies; in the second part, the film shows the
pupils at work in their workshops and receiving theoretical instruction
in their classrooms. The film has aroused great interest. A second film,
showing the other gctivities of the Bulgarian ORT, will soon follow,
(Source: Release from the Information & Instruction Dept., ORT Union,
Geneva. )
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FROM _ENGLAND

A report just received from the British ORT, dated November 14, includes a
detailed description of the curriculum of the London ORT School with its
courses in technical drawing, methematics, science and English, as well as
the annual report of the Goldington ORT Training Center, As it is the first
time that we have received such a detailed revort, we reproduce below some of
the more interesting sections.

London_ ORT Trade School

"Since the beginning of the school, we had 128 new entries; 31 girls and 41
boys have left on account of emigration or corpletion of the whole course or
part-time courses,

"In October the number of students was 57 ~ 48 boys and 9 girls., During this
month 14 students left the school and 15 new pupils were accepted.

"During the last month the curriculum was changed to devote more of the
training to practicel work, as the number of orders has increased and the
+» students heve reacheg a stendard, enabling them to work with less supervision.

"Tremendous help has been given to us with regard to materials, as a supporter
of our school sent us & truck full of timber and asbestos sheetings wich is

of the highest value to us, The students of the Radio Department were taken
to an exhibition in London, to widen their scope in modern radio equipment,
The economic side develoned satisfactorily; the electricians went to a place
to do power points, wiring and installation of wall lamps. All the other
departments took part in fulfilling orders :hich we rececived from some con-
tractors."

Goldinston ORT Training Center

The ORT Training Center on the Goldington Farm, Bedford, England, consists of
two partss A workshop for mechanics and an agricultural training school, The
center's annual report, ending September 1947, gives the following summary:

"In the workshop, 6 boys and one girl were trained permanently and 3 people

from the Hechalutz group received partial training, The increase in the number

of trainces was hampered by reasons beyond our control, i.e. shortage of con-

tract vork and material, The achievements in training were successful. This |
was proved by the skill with wich the various types of work were produced. ‘
(Presented in two exhibition, Goldington Bury and London.,) The work included ‘
wrought iron articles, trailers and other agricultural machines. A theoretical |
course, covering nine hours per week, as well as many lectures in general

science, followed the practical work,.

"The task of the agricultural training proved to be more difficult becasuse of
the limited facilities available., Our system of trzining on the farm was
based on the principle of short courses in order to enable more nupils to
obtain training in the different branches. The terms lasted from 3 to 4 months
and this system proved to be a successful one, During the year reported, 6
pupils were trained in poultry farming, 3 in cow-shed, 2 in rabbitry, 4 in
gerdening, 5 on the tractor and agricultural mechines, 3 on the truck, 12 in
the fields and general ferming and 3 in administrstion and mamegement, In




Weekly Summary # 38 ¥ -5
NEWS_FROM_ABROAD (Continued)

addition, 211 these trainees had a term of domestic work in the house under
guidance by experienced instructors, A theoretical course in ggriculture
took place twice a week during the evenings, following the practicel work in
the fields,

"More than 60 people ware living at the Training Center during the last year.,
It was the responsiblity of the management and the Youth Leaders to take care,
not only of their employment and training, but also to ensure a good spirit
end full contentment in their social life, The fact thet no one left the
Center (until the new errangements were made towards the end of the year)
proves that we can sum up this section with great satisfaction, It must be
remembered that we faced the difficult task of fusing two entirely different
groups of people; the youth group of boys and the girls from the camps and
the Hechalutz group consisting of Anglo-Jewish youth and the continental youth
who came over from the continent before the war. The fundamental idea of this
scheme was the belief that it is vital for this type of youth who have suffered
the horrors of the concentration camps, to live together with other Jewish
youth and not to be isoleted in closed societies amongst themselves., This
scheme hes gained the praise of many people and has proved to be successful.
During this time the common life between the groups has resulted eventually

in the establishment of one socizl group to the benefit of both sides.

"We have been able to reach this stege because of the intense cultural life
which took place at Goldington Bury., The great desire for study end knowledge
on the part of the boys who missed many years of schooling, found satisfaction
in the network of lessons and courses which occupied them during the greater
part of their time after work, =nd added much to their knowledge and mental
development,

"The progrem of study included lengueges (English ond Hebrew), mathematics,
general scienoce, Jewish history, and such cultural activities as Oneg Shabath,
discussions of current affeirs, music lessons, excursions, socizl gatherings,
ete. :

"All these activities helped to merge the different factors and to make one
body which is devoted the the Center.

"The Training Center a2t Bedford became the social and cultural center for tRe en-
tire Jewdbhcommunity in the neighborhood, during this time,

"We have been helped to a greest extent in the execution of these study circles
by the Technical Institute in Bedford, which sent out some of their teachers

to the Center, and also by a few of the older members of the Hechalutz group
who are graduates of English Universities. There can be no doubt that this
cultural =nd social aspects of our activity helped us a great deal in achieving
our =ims. The inmates regarded the place as their own responsibility and were
prepared for any extre effort needed for the sake of the Training Center.n

FROM ITALY

Italian ORT Graduates Receive French Visas - A group of Jewish DP's, graduates
of the ORT school for knitting in Grottaferrata, was given visas by the French
Consulate to go to France. This fact is especially noteworthy in view of the
well known difficulties in obtaining entrance permits for DP's. Already, the
first graduate of this group, Mr, S. Zermanski, has found a job in a factory
for knitted wear in Paris,

(Source: Releese from the Information & Instruction Dept., ORT Union, Geneva,)
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NEWS FROM AMERICA

. NE:., YORK OFFICE, .,ORLD ORT UNIOHN

The Financisl and Accounting Office, World ORT Union, received a check
in the amount of §200 from Dr, Teodoro Dobkowsky. This check represents
o contribution from the Sociedad Beneficencia Israelita, Caja de Ayuda,
Guayaguil, Ecuasdor, which conducted a compaign following a lecture by
Dr, Boris Surowich in May 1947.

UNECCO Mexico City leeting - Mr. Villiam Sinkin from San Antonio, Texas,
prominent member of /Lmerican ORT Federation, attended the meeting of
UVESCO in Mexico City as obscrver for lJorld ORT Union, following an in-
vitation extended to Vorld ORT Union, Paris. Mr. Sinkin reports the
following: " T spent some time with lir. Harold Snyder comsultant to the
smerican Delegation of the Cormission for International Educational
Reconstruction. He told me that the work of OQRT was recognized in the
study made of the rslationship of UNESCO and non-governmental organiza=
tions." 1In addition, Mr. Sinkin mentioned, ' "¥hore was an exhibit
entitled, 'World TRcconstruetion,' which ineluded sever-i photos of ORT -~
cotivities,"

AMERICAN ORT FEDERATICN

o ——

The Young Men's and Tiomen's Division of the American ORT Federation

donated one sewing machine and spare parts to the ORT ‘raining Center

in Cemp Hasenccke, American Zone, Germeny. The goods were shipped to
‘ Germany pn the 8.8, "imerican Shipper" on December 5,

ORT BULLETIN is the title of a new publication issued by the American
ORT Federation, The first number of this bulletin, dated December 1947,
presents a survey of the highlights of ORT developments during the last
few months.

ORT IN THE WE.S

The New York Times of December & published a survey cn the "misery and
fear™ of Furope's children. The article on Belgium quotes the following
statement made by Mr. Max insdacher, Secretary of the Lgency for Jewish
var Relief in Brussels: " Institutionsl treatment is the only solution
here for the Jewish war orphans., 4bout 600 of thoem are now in homes

meinteined lergoly by the imerican Joint Distribution Committee and ORT,"

The Information Bulletin of PCIRO (Preparatory Commission of the Inter-
naticnal Refugeo Organization) in Italy, No. 5, of November 15, states
that therc are at prescnt 15 DP camps in Italy. In addition there are
73 Hachsheroth vocational treining ccntors in premiscs provided by the
AJDG. PCIRO is responsiblc for thoir medieal carc, food, clothing and
other supplies, The total comp population, according to this source, is
Jjust under 30,000, of whom about 60 per cent are Jews, OFf the 15 camps,
6 are non-Jewish, and 3 ore mixed. "The work dons by ORT in the field
of vocational training," the Information Bulletin states, "merits high
praise and is yielding excellent results in retraining DP's, so that they
. will be nble to support themsclves in their new 1ifc,”




