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MEETINGEXECUTIVECOMMITTEE,TORLDORT UNION
November22-212_1242j_iltLilich

The meetingof theExecutiveCommitteeof WorldORTUniontookplacein
Zurich,Switzerland,on November22 and 23, 1947,with JudgeLeonMeiss
of Paris,asChairman.

ExecutiveCommitteememberspresent: JudgeLeonMeiss,President,
CentralBoard;Co-ChairmanDr. DavidLvovitchandDr. AaronSyngalowski;
AbrahamAlperine,France;LouisB. Boudin,U.S.A.;ArmandBrunschwig,Paul
Guggenheim,L. Hersch,Switzerlrnd;AlexanderHalpern,England;Gregory
Jascunski,Poland,RogerVan Praag,Belgium;and Dr. BorisSurowich,acting
as proxyfor M. Avenburg,SouthAmerica. Membersof the CentralBoard:
PaulDreyfusde Gunzbourg,Switzerland;LeonFrenkieland Jacque'sSheftel,
France;and AureliuWeiss,Rumania.

Also present: A. Neuman,President,ControlCommission;E. Gordonand
V. Halperin,ExecutiveSecretaries;LouisJ. Tolinsky,DirectorGermany-
Austria;AlexanderKovarsky,DirectorFrenchORT;EdwardL. Sard,Acting
Director,Financialand AccountingOffice,NewYork;and membersof World
ORT Unionstaffin Parisand Geneva,L. Denenberg,I. GoldmannandS. Gold-
mann.

A detailedreporton the growthof ORT activitiesin eachcountry
duringthe periodfromJuly 1947to November1947was presentedby the
Parisand GenevaCentralOffices. Dr. Syngalowskiin presentingthe report
stressedthe factthattotalattendancein 1947 in EuropeanORT institutions
had reached26,364. Then to thisnumberis addedthe numberof trainees
in NorthAfrica,thewesternHemisphereand Shanghai,thetotalnumberhaving
receivedtrainingso far in 1947exceeds28,000. Dr. Syngalowskialsomen-
tionedthat in manycountriesORT has receivedofficialrecognitioneither
in the formof governmentendorsementof the ORT diploma,or subsidies,or
both. Thisappliesparticularlyto the work amongthe DP's in Germany,
Austriaand Italyas well as in France,Poland,Hungaryand Bulgaria. Re-
lationswith otherinternationaland Jcwishorganizations,suchas AJDC,
SouthAfricanJewishWar Appeal,JewishAgencyfor Palestine,etc.,continue
to be cordialand fruitful.•
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3. Dr. Lvovitchreportedon the financialsituationof WorldORT Union,
statingthatin the firstninemonthsof 1947about 2,000,000were spent
for ORTwork. Dr; Lvovitchstressedthe necessityfor increasinglocal
incomeand for strengtheningthe fund-raisingcampaigns.A 1948budget
totalling$4,327,000was accepted.

The sub-committeeon the budgetproposedtwo resolutionswhichwereadopted:

WhereverTorldORT Uniongrantssubventions,exceptin the DP camps,
localincomeis obligatory.

Fund-raisingcampaignsshouldbe organizedin everycountryevery
year.

4. Mr.LouisB. Boudinaddressedthe meetingat lengthon organizational
problems,stressingthe necessityfor regularmeetingsof the ExecutiveCom-
mitteeand the creationof a smallInterimManagementCommitteeto function
in betweenmeetingsof the ExecutiveCommittee.On the motionof Mr. A.
Halpern,the followingresolutionswere approved:

Thatthe ExecutiveCommitteeshallmeetonceeverythreemonths.

Thattho problemof centralizingthe managementof ORTwork in
Europebe submittedto the nextmeetingof theCentralBoard.

Thatan InterimManagementCommitteeservingas a sub-committeeof
,theExecutiveCommitteebe established.This committeeis to meet
monthlyand will consistof the followingmImbers: AdmiralL. Kahn
(withMr. A. Alperineas his deouty),Mr. A. Brunschvig(withProfes-
sor L. Horschas his deputy),Mr.A. Halpern(withMr. R. Van Praag
as his deputy)and Dr. D. LvovitchEnd Dr. A. Syngalowskiex-officio.

ORTGermany-AustriaReport November1947

A detailedreporton ORTwork in the U.S. end BritishZonesof Germanyand
in Austriawas preparedby Mr. LouisJ. Walinsky,Director,Germany- Austria,
on the occasionof the ExecutiveCommitteeMeetingin Zurichon November22.
Afterreviewingthe developmentof ORT'swork in theseregionsfromits in-
augurationuntilOctober1947,the reportpresentsthe outlookfor ORT's
work in the comingyear,centeringaroundthe possibilityof largeJewish
emigrationfromGermanyand Austriaand its likelyeffecton ORT'swork in
1948.

"It is believed,"statesthe report,"thatevenearlyand favorableaction
with respectto emigrationto Palestineand the UnitedStateswouldnot
resultin a collapseof the ORT operations.Actualmovementof population
mightbe disappointinglyslow;and the prospectof earlyemigretionmight
be a stimulusratherthana deterrentto vocationaltraining. It is expected,
therefore,thatwhilethe scaleof our operationsmay leveloff earlyin 1948,
it willnot substantiallyrecedefromitspeakfor severalmonths- Perhaps
not untilthe secondpart of theyear. 1948should,therefore,looksomewhat
like1947in reverse. The onlyexcePtionwill be thatthe volumeof graduates
will continueto growfor sometimeafterthe totalnumberof studentshas
startedto decline Preparationsare now beingmade,in anticipationof

the eventualconclusionof ourwork in GermanyandAustria,to inventorycom-
prehensivelyand safeguardourproperties,so thattheymay be shippedout
when the propertimearrives."
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NEWS FROL ABROAD
FROM AUSTRIA

Jewish Refugees in Vienna Express Thanks to World ORT Union- At a large
meeting to celebratethe estallishmentof the Jewish State, arrangedby
the InternationalCommitteefor Jewish Refugees in Vienna on December 4,
a decisionwas unanimouslyadopted to express to World ORT Union the
meeting's gratitude for MT's pioneerwork in trainingthe Jewishyouth,
and to ask its continuation. The resolutionwas transmittedto the New
York Office,World OPT Union, by cable signed by Bronislav Teichholz,
President InternationalCommitteefor Jewish Refugees,as chairman and
Dr. Goldmana as secretary.

PCIRO OfficialLauds ORTfs Wbrk " I would like to express my admiration
for the constructivework OPT is performing." This statementwas made
by General Carl A. Hardigg, Director of Supply and Transport;PCIRO,at
a meeting in Geneva between IRO officialsand Jewish VoluntaryAgencies.
Also present at this meeting were: Mr. William A. Tuck, ExecuteveSecire-
tary of the POIRO; Sir Arthur Rucker, Deputy ExecutiveSecretary;Mr.
My_er Cohen, and other top officialsof IRO. (Source:Cable from Mr.
Harry Branton,Director ORT Austria, to Mr. Louis J. Wa.linsky,Director
OPT Austria and Germany, dated Vienna, November 1..)

VocationalGuidanceApplied to ORT Students in Vienna - In its section
entitled "Developmentof 4AloAus-IrlanOrgarlization,"the Report on Recent
Developmentsin the OTa V;brkin Germany-Austria,submittedtoithe Execu-
tive Committeein November 1947, states the following aOout tho intro-
duction of the vocationalguidance system in Viennat "ORT in Austria
has pioneered in the developmentcifa vocationalguidancesystem. A
psychotechnicalscreeningprocednre,establishedby ProfessorDr. O. Timb
and Dr. N. Thumb of the eoeetinal euidanbesection of the Austrian
Government,has made outstandingprogress. In Septemberalone, 120
scientificaptitude tests for mechnical trainingwere administeredin
Vienna, and the Austrian experieneewith psychotechnicalscreeningwill
make a contributionto the work in Germany."

Austrian ORT Registers Its Charter - World ORT Union has taken measures
to register the organizationwitn the Austrian Governmentas a legal
entity. The Austrian ORT associationwill thus be able 'to accept mem-
bers, to build up an Austrian Women's ORT and an O1T Youth Organization.
Tho foundationfor a permanentoreanizationhas thus been laid. Close
cooperationwith the.Austrian Governmenthas yielded facilitiesfor
premisesand working materials,and officialapproval of curriculaand
teaching programsby.the Austrian Ministry of Educatinnwill give ORT
diplomas in this country official value. (Source:Reporton Recent Develop-
ments in CRT Work in Germany-Austria)

FROMBULGARIA

The BulgarianNe:wsreolFilmed.the Inauguxationof the ORT TechnicalSchool
in Sofia on October 23.- Ot present,this film is being shown in all
Bulgarianmovie theaters. Its first scene brings the official speeches
and the inaugurationceremonies;in the second part, the film shows the
pupils at work in their workshops and receivingtheoreticalinstruction
in their classrooms. Tee film has aroused great interest. A second film,
showing the other activitiesof the BulgarianOT, nrillsoon follow.
(Source:Release from the Information& InstructionDept., OPT Union,
Geneva.)
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NETSFROMABROAD(Continued)

FROM ENGLAND

A reportjustreceivedfromthe BritishORT,datedNovember14, includesa
detaileddescriptionof the curriculumof the LondonORTSchool'withits
coursesin technicaldrawing,mathematics,scienceand English,as well as
the annualreportof the GoldingtonORT TrainingCenter. As it is the first
timethatwe havereceivedsucha detailedreport,we reproducebelowsomeof
the more interestingsections.

LondonORT TradeSchool


"Sincethe beginningof the school,we had 128 new entries;31 girlsand 41
boys havelefton accountof emigrationor coepletionof thewholecourseor
pert-timecourses.

"In Octoberthe numberof studentswas 57 - 48 boysand 9 girls. Duringthis
month14 studentsleftthe schooland 15 new pupilswere accepted.

"Duringthe lastmonththe curriculumwas changed to devotemore of the
trainingto Practicalwork,as the numberof ordershas increasedand the
•studentshavereacheda stendard,enablingthemto workwith less supervision.

"Tremendoushelphas beengivento us withregardto materials,as a supporter
of our schoolsentus a truckfullof timIDerand asbestossheetingswich is
of the highestvalueto us. The etudentsof theRadioDepartmentwere taken
to an exhibitionin London,to yidentheirscopein modernradioequipment.
The economicsidedevelooedsatisfactorily;the electricans-rentto a place
to do Dowerponts, 17iringand installationof walllamps. All the other
departmentstookDart in fulfillingorders-hichwe receivedfrom somecon-
tractors."

GoldinctonORTTrainingCenter

The ORT TrainingCenteron the GoldingtonFarm,Bedford,England,consistsof
tv,oparts: A workshopfor mechanicsand an agriculturaltrainingschool. The
center'sannualreport,endingSeptember1947,givesthe followingsummary:

"In theEorksnop,6 boysand one girlwere trainedpermanentlyand 3 people
fromthe hechalutzgroupreceivedeartialtrainjng.The increasein the number
of trainees-as hamperedby reasonsbeyondour control,i.e.shortageof con-
tractyorkand material.The achlevementsin trainingwere successful.This
was provedby the skill-:itheichthe varioustypesof york,tereproduced.
(Presentedin two exhibition,Gold4ngtonBuryand London.) The work included
wroughtironarticles,trailersand otheragriculturalmachines. A theoretical
course,coveringninehoursper week,as well as manylecturesin general
science,followedthepracticalwork,

"Thetaskof the agriculturaltrainingprovedto be moredifficultbecauseof
the limitedfacilitiesavailaee. Our systemof treiningon the farmwas
basedon the principleof shortcoursesin orderto enablemorepupilsto
obtaintrainingin the differentbranches. The termslastedfrom3 to 4 months
and thissystemprovedto be a successfulone, Duringthe yearreported,6
pupilswere trainedin poultryfarming,3 in cow-shed,2 in rabbitry,4 in
gardening,5 on the tractorand agrjculturalmnchines,3 on the truck,12 in
the fieldsand generalfrrmingand 3 in administr.tionend management.In
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addition,all thesetraineeshad a termof domesticwork in the houseunder
guidanceby ewperiercedinstructors,A theoreticalcoursein agriculture
tookplacetwicea weekduringthe evenings,followingthe practicalwork in
the fields,

"Morethan60 peopleWere livingat the TrainingCenterduringthe lastyear.
It was the responsiblityof the managementand theYouthLeadersto takecare,
not onlyof theiremploymentand training,but alsoto ensurea goodspirit
end full contentmentin theirsociallife. The factthatno one leftthe
Center(untilthe new arrangementsweremade towardstheend of the year)
provesthatwe can sumup thissectionwith greatsatisfaction.It mustbe
rememberedthatwe facedthe difficulttaskof fusingtwo entirely,different
groupsof people; the youthgroupof boysand the girlsfromthe campsand
the Hechalutzgroupconsistingof Anglo-Jewishyouthand the continentalyouth
who cameoverfromthe continentbeforethewar. The fundamentalideaof this
schemewas the beliefthatit is vitalfor thistypeof youthwho havesuffered
the horrorsof the concentrationcamps,to livetogetherwith otherJewish
youth and not to be isolatedin closedsocietiesamongst themselves.This
schemehas gainedthepraiseof manypeopleend has provedto be successful.
Duringthistimethe commonlifebetweenthe groupshas resultedeventually
in the establishmentof one socialgroupto the benefitof bothsides.

"We havebeenableto reachthisstagebecauseof the intenseculturallife
whichtookplaceat GoldingtonBury. The greatdesirefor studyend knowledge
on the partof the boyswho missedmanyyearsof schooling,foundsatisfaction
in the networkof lessonsend courseswhichoccupiedthemduringthe greater
part of theirtimeafterwork,pnd addedmuchto theirknowledgeand mental
development.

"Theprogramof studyincludedlangurges(Englishand Hebrew),mathematics,
generalscianoe,Jewishhistory,End suchculturalactivitiesas OnegShabath,
discussionsof currentaffeirs,musiclessons,excursions,socialgatherings,
etc.

"Alltheseactivitieshelpedto mergethe differentfactorsand to makeone
bodywhichis devotedthe the Center.

"TheTrriningCenterat Bedfordbecamethe socialand culturalcenterfor tAe en-
tire"Jewihhcommunityin the neigliborhood,duringthistime.

"We havebeenhelpedto a greetextentin the executionof thesestudycircles
by the TechnicalInstitutein Bedford,whichsentout someof theirteachers
to the Center,and elsoby a few of the oldermembersof the Hechalutzgroup
who are graduatesof EnglishUniversities.Therecan be no doubtthatthis
culturaland socialaspectsof our activityhelpedus a greatdeal in achieving
our Pims. The inmatesregardedthe placeas theirown responsibilityand were
preparedfor any extraeffortneededfor the sakeof the TrainingCenter."

FROM ITALY

ItalianORT GraduatesR ceiveFrenchVisas- A groupof JewishDP's,graduates
of the ORT schoolfor knittingin Grottaferrata,was givenvisasby the French
Consulateto go to France. Thisfact is es-)eciallynotwworthyin viewof the
well knowndifficultiesin obtainingentrancepermitsfor DP's. Already,the
firstgraduateof thisgroup,Mr.S. Zermanski,has founda job in a factory
for knittedwear in Paris.
(SourcesReleasefromthe Information& InstructionDept.,ORT Union,Geneva.)
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NEWSFROM AMERICA

NEW YORK OFYICE, ARLD ORT UNION

The Financialand Accounting Offine,World ORT Union, receiveda check
in the amount of k:200from Dr. TeodoroDobkowsky. This check represents
a nontributionfrom the SociedadBeneficenciaIsraelita,Caja de Ayuda,
Guayaquil, Ecuador,which conducteda compaign followinga lectureby
Dr, Doris Surowich in May 1947.

UNE= MQ20.00CityMeeting - Mr. lalliam Sinkin from San Antonio, Texas,
prominentmember of hrirican oaT Federation,attended the meoting of
fili,S00in Mexico City as observerfor nbrld ORT Union, followingan in-
vitation extendodto World ORT Union, Paris. Mr. Sinkin reports the
following:" I spent so7:.etine with Er. Harold Snyder consultantto the
American Delegationof thr) Cornissionfor InternationalEducational
Roconstructon- :detold me that the work of ORT was recornizedin the
study made of the rnlationshipof UNESCO and non-goln,rnmontalorraniza•
tions." In addition,Mr. Sinkin mentioned,'"th,rewns an exhibit
entitled,ri:orld":nnonstruelAnni, 1,:nich included sennr-1 'hatoe oP OPT
.Jctivties."

AMERICAN OPT FEDERATIN

The Young Men's and ';:omen'sDivision of the American CRT Federation
donated one sewing macllineand spare parts to the 0,TT'raining Center
in Camp Hasenocke,Americn Zone, Germany. The goods were shippedto
Germany pn the S.S. "InnnricanShipper" on December 5.

ORT BULLETINis the title of a nea publicationissued by the American
ORT Fearntion. ThL first numb,r ol this bullnlin,dnted December 1947,
presents a survey of the higilightsof OPT dev,aopmentsduring the last
few rr.onths.

OPT IN inn: N&:$

The New York Times of December 0 publisheda survey cn the "miseryand77ar" of 1::urope'schildren. The nrticlo on Belgium quotes the following
statementmade by Mr. Max .Lnsdc)ior,Secretaryof the Agency for Jewish
WarEelief in I3russls: " InstitutionaltreatMentis the only solution
here for the Jewish nur orphans. Zoout COO of them are now in homes
maintainnd larrnly by the Lmorican Joint DistributionCommitteeand ORT."

The InformationBulletin of PCIRO (ProparatoryCommissionof the Inter-
naMnai Refugee OrganTsntien)77 Italy, No. 5, of November 15, states
that there are at present 15 DP carps in Itnly. In sddition there are
73 Hachsharothvocntional training centers in promisesprovided by the
Ana. PCIRO is responsiblefor thir medical care, food, clothingand
other supplies.The total cf)mnpopulntion,accordingto this source, is
just under 30,000,of whom about 60 ner cent are Jews. Of the 15 camps,
6 nre non-Juwish,and are mixed. "The work donn by ORT in the field
of vocationaltraining,"the.InformationBulletin states, "meritshigh
praise and is yielding excellentresults in retrainingDP's, so that they
will he ale to support themscA.vesin their now life."


