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NEWS_FROM_ABROAD

FROM _GERMANY AND AUSTRIA

The Financial and Accounting Office, World ORT Union, has just received a
number of reports on the development of ORT work in Germany and Austria:

the Conference of Zone Directors, held in Paris on October 10 and 11,; the
Munich Conference of District Directors on October 1; cableé from Mr. Louis
J. Walinsky, Director Germany and Austria, and Weekly Summary Nos. 13 and 14,
published in Munich, Some of the more interesting and revealing highlights
are summarized below,

1,063 Students in Austria - Pupil enrollment in Austria has reached new heights
with 1,063 trainees in October, according to a cable received from Mr, Louis

J, Walinsky, Director ORT, Germany and Austria, on October 30. This figure
includes 340 students in Vienna, 308 in the Salzburg area and 415 in Linaz.

This brings the totel number of students in Germany and Austria to about the

goal of 10,000,

Appraisal of ORT Work - Mr, William Boe, Chief Liason Officer, Voluntary
Agencies, in an address given at the Munich Conference, called "the growth

of ORT, its work and its reputation phenomenal." -The Bavarian Government

is subsidizing ORT work in the U.S. Zone, Germany., -~ Dr. Joseph Schwarts,
Chairman, European Executive Council, AJDC, at the Paris Conference, called
"ORT's work important and essential for the DP's" and commented most favorably
on the "remarkable development in the number of students and the quality of

the courses." - Dr. Kurt Levin, JAFP representative, stated that "ORT graduates
must be considered as priority cases for emigration." - Dr. Blumovitch, General
Secretary, Council of Liberated Jews, U.S. Zone, Germany, quoted authoritative
personalities in Palestine, stating that good results of ORT training have

been observed among the recent immigrants to Palestine. - Mr. Lewis Sachs,
Supervisor of Dental Mechanics in the U.S. Zone of Germany, received a letter
from Mr. Neal A, Harper, Colonel, Dental Corps, United States Army, dated
September 30, 1947, which reads as follows:

"Dear Mr., Sachs:

This is to acknowledge your kind invitation to attend the final examina=-
tions, Munich ORT Voeational School, on 26 September, Captain Amaral,
Chief of Prosthetics at this station, and I were impressed greatly by
what we observed at your training center, Considering that your students
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had fstarted from scratch! seven months ago, that instruction was
accomplished with limited facilities and that most of the enrollees
have been living under frugal conditions, the character and extent

of their work reflected excellent guidance and earnest application....

Sincerely yours,

Neal &, Harper
Colonel, Dental Corps
United States Army"

New Trends in ORT Work - ORT has to aim at intensificetion and improvement

of training rather than on expansion, The new trend is directed towards

more appropriste selection of trades; the establishment of central ORT schoolsp
and better utiliz-tion of indigenous training and working facilities., In-
teresting in this resmect are the following comments by Eng. Jacob Oleiski,
Director of ORT Schools, U.S. Zone, Germany, at the Paris Conference:

"Me must program the selection of courses even if they are not po-
pular among the DP's, as f.i. building trades. We must not always
give choice to the DP's, but guide them into useful trades. This
will be done in the new Central Schools with boarding facilities,

. which are to be organized in each of the districts of the U.S. Zone.-
For modern higher technicsl trzdes such es optics, photography, type-
setting, watchmeking, glassmaking, repairing of x-ray machines, etc.,
we must use the possibilities of the German economy and start courses
if experts, equipment and students are available on the spot. But
these courses should be exceptions only; generally we must coneen-
trate on basic trades such as woodworking end machine shop from which
spring 15 different trades,"

New Increase in Pupil Enrollment in Germany - In September, total student
enrollment in the U.S. Zone increcsed from 6,886 to 7,225, i.e. an increase
of 4.9 per cent over August 1947.

4t the same time, the number of instructors increased from 600 to 622, or
3.7%; totael skills from 39 to 41, or 5.1%; and total courses from 340 to

361, or 6.2%, The biggest gains were noted in District IV (Bamberg) where
211 additional pupils enrolled, and in District II (Kessel) where 198 ad-
ditional pupils registered in September., The greatest increase in'courses
likewise occured in District Bamberg with 18 new courses opened in September,
and in District Kassel with 10 additionzl courses. Because of this great
expansion of ORT courses in District Kassel, this district has now been di-
vided in two,with headquarters in Kassel and Frankfurt on Maine.

A breakdown of key.educational statistics for September 1947,compared with the

August ‘figuros, as shown in figekly Summary # 28, is presented in the following
table,
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U.S. ZONE, GERMANY

KEY EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS, BY DISTRICTS
SEPTEMBER 1947 COMPARED WITH AUGUST 1947
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‘Instruc- Other

District Pupils Courses Trades kol ity

I, STUTTGART

Augusth 1,609 80 26 129 64

September ‘ 1,672 84 P s 131 66

Per Cent Increase L% 5% L% 2% 3%
II. KASSEL

August 902 45 23 g0 45

September 1,100 55 21 9% 47

Per Cent Increase or Decrease +22% +22% - +18% +4%
IIT. PASSAU

August 619 30 17 44 9

September 736 36 21 68 16

Per Cent Increase 19% 20% 2L% 55% 78%
IV. BAMBERG 1/

August 1,056 50 36 97 46

September 1,267 63 31 107 55

Per Cent Increase or Decrease +20% +26% -14% +10% +20%
Y. MUNICH

August 2,700 135 39 250 92

September PR, 123 41 222 91

Per Cent Increase or Decrease -9% 9% +5% -11% -1%
TOTAL August 6,886 340 39 600 256 2/
TOTAL September 7,225 361 41 622 275 of
Per Cent Increase 5% 6% 5% 4% 7%

1/ Includes Regensburg and Vilséck.
2/ Exludes 48 ORT employees of the ORT Central Bureau, Pasing, Schleissheim,

The 10 most popular courses, in terms of enrollment, ares dressmaking 1,494;
machine shop 692; auto mechanics and driving 536; underwear making 328; radio
technics 326; dental mechanics 240; leather goods 2013 children's wear making
187; and women's wear cutting and weaving with 180 students each. The 4,364
students enrolled in these 10 largest courses represent 60 per cent of all
students, They are trained by 365 or 58 per cent of all instructors.

1,469 ORT Graduates in the U.S. Zone, Germany in Nine Months - 438 ORT students
received their diplomas in BAugust and September, with 178 graduating in cut-

ting of men's wear; 85 in dressmaking; 33 in corsetry; 29 in auto mechanics;

22 each in machine shop, electro technics and weaving; 19 in lingery making;

9 each in radio and photography; 7 in bookkeeping; and 3 in carpentry. In-

cluding the 1,031 graduates for the first 7 months of the year (see Weekly

Summary # 25) the total number of ORT graduates in the first 9 months of 1947
thus amounts to 1,469.
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. Central Course for Home Economics at Rosenheim - In view of the urgent request
for good home economists for the kibuzoth in Palestine, a central school for
women to be trained in this profession will shortly be established in Rosen-
heim, The training will include both theoretical and practical work. A
boarding house will be connected with the school, which will serve the entire
U.S. Zone.

New Buildings for ORT - The Military Government has put the building of the
former police school in Munich at the disposal of ORT for use as a central
vocational school. Another building at # 5 Possart St. in Munich has been
secured by ORT for use as an office building for the Fifth District, - The
grent hangar at Pocking, including 27 light rooms and a big hall, has been
secured for the Pocking ORT school, Altersations have elready been completed.=-
The Regensburg Central Committee has offered ORT a building with 79 rooms for
the establishment of a Central Vocational School,

Incresse _in Student Enrollment in the British Zone Foreseen = Dr. Dutch, the
new director of the British Zone, Germany, foresees an increase in student
enrollment from 658 to 900 students in the near future, Three new courses
are scheduled to be opehed in Lueneburg; 150 DP's from Bergen Belsen are to
be transferred to the Neustadt ORT school and 50 additional students may be
billeted at the Ahlem Farm,

ORT Work in Austria Integrated in Austrian Educational System - ORT work in

Austria started with the organization of central schools and is now expanding

' to the eamps, Mr. Harry Branton, Acting Director, ORT Austria, reported at
the Paris Conference. Those Jews who are constantly infiltrating from Hungary
and Rumania will require additional trainimg fecilities. ORT work in Austria
has been integrated into the Austrian educational system. Vocational guidance
and aptitude tests are being applied by Austrian specialists under the super-
vision of pedagogical committees in Vienna and Salzburg.

Inventorizing ORT Material ~ In order to safegusrd ORT's valuable property,
identification plates have been sent out to the schools, A4ll our machinery
will b€ marked and stamped wherever possible. In order to assure an efficient
property control, the inventory will be checked monthly, The same scheme

will be extended to office fixtures and furniture.

Future Plans - A two-week seminar for teachers in the metal trades is in pre-
paration. - In an effort to provide work experience for ORT graduates, a
number of schoole have made plans to cooperszte with private firms, The latter
supply raw material, often machines, while ORT sunplies the labor and super-
vision. The finished product is to be shared by ORT and the menufacturer, =
A large number of printed study courses have been distributed during the last
few months, This work will be intensified. Stress is nlaced on greater use
of visual aids, such as films, diagrams, and models,
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FROM_ITALY

ORT Graduates in Northern Italy - The ORT office for Northern Italy in Milan
is the first to send in reports’ on Geneva Form No, 4, "Final Examination."
The reports give details on the graduations held in Milan and Grugliasco from
May through September 1947. The courses in which graduations were held were
short-term courses of from 2 to 9 months duration, There were 83 students who
received diplomas, of which 26 passed the examinations with the rating "excel-
lent." Outstanding is the result of the course in mechanical knitting at
Grugliasco, where all 9 students received the rating "excellent." There were
23 graduates with the rating "good," 28 "better than average," and only 6
congsidered as just "satisfactory,"

The Board of Examiners included such experts as Mr, Luigi Rescalli, Inspector
of the Italian Vocational Educational Board, and delegates of the District and
County Educational Boards as well as of the various trades.

The short-term courses in cutting for men were attended exclusively by tailors
who wished to increase their skills by learning cutting, Graduates of the
mechanical knitting class at Grugliasco wish to form a coonerative and to work
for the benefit of the inmates of the camps.,

Several graduates have emigrated to other countries, such as Paraguay and
Australia where they hope to make a living with their new skills, One graduate
of the shirtmaking course at Grugliasco has established himself as a shirt-
maker in the PCIRO camp at Milan,

GRADUATES: NORTHERN ITALY
JANUAKY 1 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 1947

Duration ‘Date Number Number
Location Course of Course of Final of Rated

in Months Examination Graduates "Excellent"

MILAN Cutting for Men I 2 May 9 6 2
Cutting for Men II 3 June 20 7 3

Cutting for Men III 3 Sept. 9 13 A

Cutting for Women I 3 June 20 o -

Cutting for Women II 3 Sept.25 29 4

GRUGLIASCO  Shirtmaking 7 July 10 8 3
Mechanical Knitting 9 Sept. 2 9 9

TOTAL 83 26

According to a recent report received from the Geneva Information and In-
struction Department, a building contractor in Milan engaged some students
of the ORT school for building construction which was inaugurated 5 months
ago. The students' work was so satisfactory that a few days later the em-
ployer engaged a second group from the school, At present, half of the ap-
prentices attending the ORT Scuola Muraria are alternately working as fully
paid craftsmen for one week and attending school the following week.
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NEWS FROM AMERICA

NEW YORK OFFICE, WORLD ORT UNION:

ITransportation for Germany - The three Willys Overland Jeep station wagons,
recently ordered for Germeny (see Weekly Summary # 32) are tentatively
scheduled to sail for Bremen on the SS."American Packer", on November 7.

Vocational Guidance Expert to go to Gefmény on behalf of ORT.- Mr, Joseph I.
Melcher, vocational guidance expert, has been engaged by World ORT Union to
work for ORT in Germany, and will sail for Europe on SS"Niew Amsterdam' on
November 10.

Mr, Melcher possesses wide experience as a personnel psychologist having
worked in this capacity for the US Office of Education and for the War
department. He has been hired by ORT Union to develop and to take the
necessary steps to administer appropriate aptitude tests to ORT students,
to help in the selection of appropriate training courses for them, and to
select, develop and administer achievement tests which will measure the
success of ORT training,

The appointment of Mr.Melcher was arranged for by Mr. Walinsky during his
visit to New York in September. It is designed to meet a long felt need for
better guidance facilities among the DP's in Germany.

‘ FROM OTHER SOURCES

More Refugees for Canada - Two Canadian missions have arrived in Austria to
select immigrants for Canada among the DP's and refugees. Some 950 textile
workers, one half of whom are to be Jews, are scheduled to leave for Canada
in December. (Source: JTA Bulletin of October 10, 1947,)

Altogether, about 16,000 immigrents from displaced persons camps in Europe
are expected to reach Cenada between now and next May, according to an
AP dispatch published in The New York Times of October 16,

ORT PUBLICITY

Die Juedische Wochenschau (Semana Israelita) of Buenos Aires in its edition
of October 17, published an article on the work and philosophy of ORT in
Argentina on the occasion of the start of a cempaign to win sponsors for
ORT pupilss

Der Neue Weg, German language publication of the Jewish Religious Committee
in Vienna, No. 19, of mid-October 1947, includes an extensive article on
ORT work in Austria by Harry Branton, Acting Director, ORT, Austrian Mission.

A set of photos has been received by the New York Office, World ORT Union
from Paris, showing the Paris ORT Bxhibition of QOctober 3.




