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All cables should be addressed as follows:
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MEETING GERMANYbAUSTRIA STAFF PARIS REPORTS CONTINUED GROWTH IMPROVEMENT
AND REGARD FOR ORT ACCOMPLISHMENTS STOP SEPTEMBER DATA US ZONE GERMANY

54 SCHOOLS 7225 STUDENTS 622 INSTRUCTORS BRITISH ZONE 7 SCHOOLS 658 STUDENTS
52 INSTRUETORS AUSTRIA 7 SCHOOLS 588 STUDENTS 51 INSTRUGTORS STOP DOCTOR
SCHWARTZ AJDC ATTENDED HEARD REPORTS HIGHLY COMMENDED ORT GERMANY
AUSTRIA ACHIEVEMENT BASED NOT ONLY OUR REPORTS BUT HIS OWN

| WALINSKY

THE PARIS ORT EXHIBITION

"We wish to emphasize the sympathy and interest with which the French
Government regards the work of ORT and also to extend our gratitude to w
all those who guide this work in France. You have given us many skilled
‘ workers and artisans who have already contributed much to the moral and
economic regeneration of France,"

With these words, Mr. Marcel Naegelen, French Minister of Education, greeted
the illustrious audience gathered at the opening of the first post-war |
Exhibition of the French ORT at the Salle La Boetie in Paris, on October 3, ‘
"@45 194-70
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NEWS_FROl ABROAD (Continucd)

"I regard",continued M, Naegelen, "the presence of both the French Minister
of Education and the Minister of Labor as symbolic. In your efforts, as I
know them, you endeavour to form men and women who will te both good workers
and useful members of society. You combine your vocational training with
general education. lay I say that your work is even of greater significance
than that carried on by other vocational institutions because you devote
yourself to children and adults who have become the forgotten of this earth.
I am referring to the great sufferers of the immense catastrophe which over-
took the whole of Europe between the years 1939=1945. What the war, Nazi
brutality and racigt modness has taken away from them you seek to return

to them,,.,I am happy to have this occasion, with my friend Daniel MNayer,

the French Minister of Labor, to bring you the assurance of our help and

our gratitude."

The opening of the exhibition was proceaed by a press conference given by
Judge Leon Meiss, President of the Ceftral Board of the World ORT Union,
which attracted correspondents from France, the United Stetes, Great Britain
and other European countries. This was followed by a national broadcast of
Radio France in which both Minsters partieipated.

In addition to the two French Ministers, among the participants and guests
present at the opening of the Exhibition were:

Justin Godart, Former linister and Honorary President of the French ORT;

Norris Chipman, First Secretary of the United States Embassy in Paris, who
represented the American Ambassador; Professor Sarailh, Rector of the University
of Parisj M. Denize, Director of the Vocational Training Department of the
French Ministry of Labor; M. Le Rolland, Technical Director of the National
Ministry of Education; Admiral Louis Kehn, Director of French Naval Constructe
ion and Vice-President of ORT; Gaston Tessier, General Secretary of the Frecnh
Confederation of Christian Workers (CFIC); ilbert Matline, representative of
the French Trede Union Federation (CGT); Dr. Isaie Schwarz, Grand Rabbi of
France; Dr. Julien Weil, Grand Rabbi of Paris; Rabby G. Appeloig, Secretary
General of the Consistory of French Jews; as well as representatives of ORT,
the American Joint Distribution Committee,Ameriean Jewish Committee, Workmen's
Circle, etec. -
Stories and photos of the exhibition have already been published in the
European edition of the New York Hersld Tribume, the French dailies Le londe
and Le Populaire, the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, and the ¥iddish dailies

Neue Presse and Unger Stimme. The Stimme of October 5, 1947 commented on the
Exhibition as follows: "Let us state from the very outset that the exhibition
of the ORT student's work was a significant event." The other papers expressed
the same sentiment affirming the fact that ORT is todey one of the vitel forces
in the rehabilitation and reconstruction of European Jewry.

(Source: Release from Leon Denenberg, Director Public Relations, World ORT
Union, Paris, October 6, 1947.)

Abraham Berland Dies in Nice

Mr, Abrsham Berland, Honorary Member of the Central Board, World ORT Union,

died in Nice, France, on October 1, 1947, at the age of 83, IUr. Berland was

one of the leaders of ORT in Kiev, Russia, before the First World War. Later

he lived in Berlin and Paris, always closely connected with and sincerely
devoted to ORT, When ORT Union headquarters had to be moved to Vichy upon
Hitler's invasion of France, lir. Berland, as a member of the Executivs ,continued
his active work on hehalf of ORT,




-

Weekly Summary # 30 Sl

NEWS FROM ABROAD (Continued)

v.Judge Levinthal

Judge Louis E, Levinthal, adviser on Jewish affairs to the U.S. Command in
Europe, at a press conference in Vienna, took issue with the opinion expressed
recently by some touring Congressmen that the Jewish DP's don't want to work
and would make poor citizens for Palestine or the United States. He asserted
that the refugees were "fine human material", most of whom were engaged in some
sort of activity in the camps, training themselves to go to Palestine, Citing
the training given by ORT, he said that these courses were limited only by the
guantity of raw materials and machines available,

Judge Levinthal also disclosed that US armed forces will not be withdrawn from
Germany and Austria before all displaced Jews have had an opportunity to leave
those countries. His statement, he said, was based on conferences with top
military officials,

(Source: Cable from Vienna, published in JTA_NEWS of October 10, 1947.)

OM_BULGARIA

The Financial and Accounting Office has just received detailed data on pupil
enrollment in Sofia, Bulgaria. The courses conducted by the Bulgarian ORT in
Sofia include 11 ten-month courses and 2 six-month courses. As indicated in
the table below, on July 1, 1947 there were 319 pupils enrolled in ORT courses
with the heaviest concentration of pupils in carpentry, sewing and embroidery,
and cutting and sewing.

e have been informed by Bulgarian ORT that the ceremony for the opening of
the new ORT School for llechanics and Electro Technicians will take place on
October 19, Official guests invited for this occasion include the Minister
of Public Education, the Minister of Industry and the llinister of Electrifi-
cation,

PUPIL ENROLLMENT: BULGARIAN ORT
AS OF JULY 1, 1947

cestion Title of Course No., of Courses No. of Pupils

Ten-Month Courses

Carpentry 4 95
Sewing & Embroidery 4 9%
Cardboard Vorking & 3 66
Bookkeeping
Six=Month Courses
Cutting & Sewing 2 64
TCTAL 13 319

(Source: Céneva Form No. 1.)
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' NEWS FROM_AMERICA

. NEW_YORK_OFFICE, WORLD CRT UNION

Meeting American Members, Central Board - The meeting of the Americay members
of the Central Board, World ORT Union, on October 14, considered various

important financial problems and heard Mr, Litton's report on his trip to

Europe, Most of the meeting was devoted to discussion of problems connected
with the next meeting of the Executive Committee, Central Board, in Paris,
scheduled for November 22, MNr. George Backer and Mr. Louis B, Boudin, members

of the Executive, are planning to attend with instructions from the American
members of the Central Board to propose measures designed to strengthen the
administrative machinery of World ORT Union. Mr. Edward L, Sard, Acting Director
Financisl and Accounting Office, will bring a financial report for consideration
by the Executive Committee,

UNESCO - At the request of the Paris office, World ORT Union, the meeting of
the American members of the Central Board also considered the question of
sending a delegate to the Second Session of the General Conference of UNESCO
(United Nations Educational Scientific & Cultural Organization), scheduled to
begin in Mexico City on November 6. The metting unanimously agreed to send a
delegate representing World ORT Union, which is a member of UNESCO.

The invitation extended to World ORT Union, as well as the resolution passed

by the Third TICER Conference (Temporary International Council for Educational
Reconstruction of UNESCO) in Paris in September 1947, ask for the cooperation

of non-governmental agencies, stressing the "vital role they can play in
ensuring the success of the U.N. and its Specialized Agencies." The resolutions,
furthermore urge "that when funds received by the Internaticnel Children Emer-
gency Fund and the U,N. Appeal for Children are distributed, due.attention be
given to the cultural needs of the children of countries suffering from post-
war difficulties."

New Procedure for MMilitary Permits for Germany and Austria - Colonel G.P. Lynch,
Chief, Military Permit Section, Civil iffairs Division, War Department, in a
letter of October 10, advised this office that an agreement has been reached
between the War Department and IRKO regarding the military clearance for per-
sonnel of Voluntary .gencies to go to Germany and Austria, According to this
agreement, the Military Permit Section, Civil Affeirs Division, War Department,
has obtained permission from Headquarters OMGUS in Berlin and Headquarters USFA
in Vienna to issue military permits to IRO and affiliated personnel without
reference to the Theater, IR0 has agreed to sponsor the personnel and to get
the necessary clearances from the respective theater on all personnel concerned
before accepting this sponsorship. All applications have to be filed through
IR0, This ruling applies to personnel who wish to enter both the U.S, and
British Zones of occupation,

ARRIVAL

Dr. Samuel Gringauz, former President of the Central Committee of Liberated
Jews in the US Zone, Germany, recently arrived in the United States with his
family as a quota immigrant. Three times Mr. Gringauz was ousted from his
profession as lawyer and economist by the Nazis: in Germany, Memel and
Lithuania., In 1941, Dr. Gringauz was taken to the Kowno Ghetto where he met
Jacob Oleiski and helped to open ORT courses for the youth, hoping to be able
to present the children to the Germans as skilled workers and thus save them
from extermination, In March 1944, however, most of the children were exter-
minated and three months later Gringauz and Oleiski were deported to the Dachau
concentration camp,
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ARRIVAL (Continued)

. After their liberation, Oleiski and Gringauz established the first Jewish
Committee in Landsberg and also the first ORT school from which ORT work
was extended to the neigboring camps and later over the entire US Zone. When
the Central Committee of Liberated Jews was established in Munich, Dr. Gringauz
wac elected its president and as such, as well as in his capacity as member of
the Landsberg ORT Committee, he contributed to the development of ORT work in
the U3 Zone,

Reviewing the growth cf ORT work in these last two years, Dr. Gringauz stated
that OPT, with a pupil enrollment of 7,225 in September in the American Zone
alone, has already almost reached its goal of 10,000 for 1947. He recalled
ths verious difficulties which ORT has had to overcome and mentioned especial-
ly the problem of helping the teachers and the DP's in training to obtain
adequate fcod. This problem was discussed with the AJDC, but no satisfactory
solution had been found before he left Germany in August,

Dr., Gringauz concluded the interview with a statement which he preferred to
make in his capacity as former President of the Central Committee of Liberated
Jews rather than as member of the ORT Committees

"The work CFT has been doing in Germany has been a most useful
manifestation of constructive rehabilitation., Whenever a re-
presentative or a commission of the U.S. Army, the State Depart-
ment, or the U.N., came to the camps, ORT work was the one feature
of camp life which impressed them most, I recall that some of
the high officials were so delighted with the work done by the
' ORT students in Landsberg, that they asked for small gifts to
show them to their friends abroad. The work of ORT has been
recognized and supported by all Jewish political parties in
Germany, from the extreme righ to the extreme left. It has
been the one activity which has always stood above any politi-
cal discussion.”

PUBLICITY

Mr, Samuel Kapell, prominent industrialist and devoted worker of the United
Jewish Appeal, upon his return from a tour of DP camps in Europe, wrote an

article "Among the Uprooted Jews in the European Camps." In this article,

which appeared in the three Jewish dailies in New York on October 4th,

Mr, Kapell wrote about ORT as follows:

", ..Enough of my telling about the pain and the needs, Through all
these horrible things there shines one strong ray of light -- it
is the ORT, which as is known, is united with the Joint. The ORT
brought to Camp Adriatica machines and other tools. True, there
are not enough for everyone who wants to learn a trade. There

| is need for many more machines and hand tools to satisfy all who

‘ would learn a skill, for the younger element knows nothing of
any skilled trade, having spent all their childhood years in

} concentration camps.

| ‘ "I saw what the ORT means to them. The ORT means the same as
Braille means to blind people, and oxygen to the dying, and for
the unfortunates in the DP camps, the ORT means -~ hope!"
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PUBLICITY (Continued)

On September 26, an article by lanuel Siegel, the JDC Director for Bulgeria,
appeared in the /inglo-Jewish press, which concludes with the following sen-
tence: ‘

"Alongside each cooperative is a vocational training ccater
operated by ORT (Organization for Réhabilitation through Training)
in cooveration with the JDC which is feeding new technicians and
craftemen into the producers' workshops."

In an article, "The Jewish Scene in Europe," oublished in the inglo-Jewish
press in the United States and Canada on September 26, 1947, Dr, Joseph
Schwartz, European Director of JDC, made the following statement:

",s0we have introduced, in collaboration with the ORT, a widespread
program for the youth in the camps ¢f the American Zone to train
them in various trades."

The Jewish Chroniele of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, of September 26, published

an article "European Jews Turn to Trades" based on the statement made

by Louis J. Walinsky, Director, "orld ORT Union, Germany and Austria, at

the press conference held in New York on September 19. (Wleekly Svmmary # 27.)

The French bi~-monthly magazine "Politigque Etrangere", published by the Centre
d'Etudes de Politique Etrangere-zStudy Center for Foreign Politics), under

the direction of Maurice Pernot, of September 1947, includes an article on

the DP's by Helene Rosebery; the author describes the work of UNRRA snd .IRQ and
mentions the role which 'ORT hes played in rehabilitating refugees before and afte:

World War II.
FRO!M OTHER SQURCES
(UICK ACTION ON DP'S ACKED BY HOUSE COITIITTEE,

Representative Frank L. Chelf (R, K-y), member of the House Foreign Committee's
Special Committee on DP's, on his return from a tour through the DP camps,
declared in an interview with the Herald Tribune of October 14 that the
United Nations should eatablish quotas for all member countries for the ad-
mission of DP's., He expressed confidence that Congress would accept such a
quota without chenging the immigretion laws, Rep, Chelf estimated the total
figure of DP's now in camps at 800,000, of which about 20 per cent.are Jews.
"The Jewish DP," Rep, Chelf said, "should be dealt with as a separate problem,”
He based his opinion on his observations in the camps where the "Star of David®
was flying over each camp and the DP's considered themselves "as a seperate
religious and nationalistic group," all desiring to go to Palestine, He also
stated that the DP camps should be supplied with materials to provide work
for the skilled internees. 4s to the work of the voluntary agencies on behalf
of the IP's, Rep. Chelf regretted that their efforts are in many instances
duplicated and overlapping and asked for better coordination of this work in
"a united front similar to the U.S.0."



