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NEWS FROM ABROAD

FROL LATIN AMERICA

The Federacion ORT Sudamericana prepared a financial statement for 1946,
covering the ORT Jommittees in Argentina, Uruguay, Chile and Brazil, The
report dated September 12, 1947 also-.contains statistical data on thé schools
in these countries as of July 1947, We reproduce the highlights of this
report below.

Argentina - The Buenos Aires ORT School (Machine Shop and Bl ectrical Engineer-
ing) has at present 98 students in day courses only, as the evening courses
were closed at the end of last terms

In 1946, 35 students graduated from the day school (28 machinists and 7
electrical engineers) and 6 from the evening courses. Altogether, 207 students
graduated from the school since its inauguration in 1941, including 147 day

and 60 night students, while 204 students discontinued their studies prior

to the completion of their training in order to accept well-paying jobs in

the trades they had learned at the ORT School. The expenditures of the Buenos
Aires ORT School in 1946 were 101,565.31 Arg. pesos, including 9,334.28 pesos
for the ORT Canteen. 40,701.78 pesos were spent for office expenses, thus
bringing the expenditures up to a total of 142,267.09 pesos, or about 35,500 U.E
dollars. The income of the Buenos Aires ORT for the same period was 124,594.38
pesos,or about 31,145 U.S. dollars, Included in the 124,594.38 pesos is a
contribution of World ORT Union, amounting to 31,450 pesos. The statement
closes with a deficit of 17,672.71 pesos, or about 4,355 U.S. dollars.

The new branch of the Buenos sires ORT School, the Escuola Tecnica ORT, Filial
Burzaco, which was opened in March 1947, has 41 pupils. These pupils live

at the Burzaco Jewish Orphanage which pays the ORT school's expenses for the
training of its residents.

Uruguay - The Montevideo ORT School has an attendance of 84 students; 43 in
the day and 41 in the evening courses. The curriculum includes machine shop

and electrical engineering.

The expenditure of the Montevideo ORT in 1946 amounts to 22,209,72 Urug. pesos,
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or about 12, 340 U.S. dollars. The income was 11,480 U.S. dollars, of which
28,000 was allocated by World ORT Union, and about 3,480.00 U,S. dollars
were collected locally, On December 31, 1946, there was a deficit of 860,00
U.S. dollars.

Chile - 64 students are attending the Santiago de Chile ORT School which
conducts its program in machine-shop and carpentry in accordance with the
government's official curriculum, The students range in age from 13 to 22;
49 are Jewish and 15 non-Jewish.

In 1946, the Chilean ORT spent 637, 921,32 Chilean pesos or about 20,600

U.S. dollars, including the purchase of machinery in the amount of 8,390,35
pesos.These machines were bought in the U.S.A. through the ORT Tool Supply
and Reconstruction Corporation. The income for the same period was 575,654.76
pesos or about 318,600, thus leaving a deficit cf 62,266.47 pesos or about

$2 ,000,World ORT Union's allocation amounted to $7,500 (less expenses).

Brazil - The Sag Paulo ORT Trade School for mechanics has 16 students in the
first grade and 8, 7 and 12 in its 2nd, 3rd &nd 4th grade respectively.

Of the total of 43 students, 21 are Brazilians, 10 are of Polish, 11 of German
and 1 of Austrian descent. In 1946, the Sao Paulo ORT spent 371, 341.30
Brazilian erz. or about 18, 567.- U.S. dollars. This expenditure includes the
refund for a loan in the amount of 167, 174.40 orz. and the sum of 60,311,20
erz. for machinery and tools. The income of the Sao Paulo ORT amounted to
395,699,30 orz. including a donation of 62,475.00 orz,, monthly contributions
of 162,300 crz. and contributions by friends in the amount of 48,000 crz,

The total income is about 19, 785.- U.S. dollars. The balance at the end of
1946 was 24,358,- crz. or about 1,500 U.S. dollars.

The Rio _de Janeiro_ORT School for mechanics has 74 students, of which
29, 26, and 19 are in the first, second, and 3rd grade of their training
respectively.

The Rio ORT's expenditures in 1946 were 410,467.30 crz. or about 20, 500,

U.S. dollars ; their income was 375,241,70 crz, or cbout $17,000.° This income
included local donations in the amount of 31, 550. crz. and World ORT Union
Contributions of 34, 560crz, as well as a loan of 123,704.70 crz. There was

a deficit of about $1,500 at the end of 1946.

FROM_CUBA

The Havana course in watchmeking with 16 students is filled to capacity; the
course in leatherwork which began with 19 students, has at present 12
students, as 7 emigrated to the U.S.A, The electro-technical course

was interrupted during the summer and reopened on August 15, according

to a letter from Havana of July 29, In a sccond letter of September 12,

it was reported that a new class was opened in cutting for women for

which 19 ladies had .registered; lé"ﬁére admitted. A course for cutting for

men was scheduled to beogin on September 25; 13 students have registered
for this course. ;




Weekly Summary 327 -3=

NEWS FROM ABROAD (Continued)

FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Since our last report (see Weekly Sumusry 317) the number of places in which
ORT training is being given in Czechoslovuiia has increased from four to sixz.
However, thcre is a decrease in the number of students from 161 to 144 and
both in Usti and in Podmokly the number of courses has been reduced to one
each., Thus the number of courses in all Czechoslovakia rcmains stationery.
Furthermore, it is noteworthy that even in the summcr month of August the
number of students decreased only from 154 to 144,

According to a letter of August 8, this decrease in student enrollment and
attendance is due to the following studcnt situation in Czechoslovakias The
me.jority of Jews in Czechoslovekia arc displaced persons from other countrics
(Karpot - Russia, Poland, Rumania, etc.) who are waiting for an opportunity

to move on to other couniries. All of these received letters from relatives
abroad telling them that tlhcy must learn trades. Thercefore, they all rogister
for the courses. However, not all are able to finish the course. Some lcave
because their visas have come through, others becausc they huve a cliance to
enter Italy or France where, they believe, their opportunities for further
emigration are greater. Others, espccially former inmetes of concentration
camps, arc vhysically wecak, requiring treatment at a sanitarium or hospital.
Th.n there are those few who must leave the course because of illness in the
femily, especially of the children. All this accounts for the decrease in the
number of students,

PUPIL, ENROLLIENT Il THE TRAINIFG WORESFOPS OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA
FOR THE HONTH OF AUGUST 1947

Location Subject No. of Pupils at No. of Pupils at
Beginning of lionth End of lMonth

Karlavy - Vary Ladies' Dressmoking 13 13
Liberetz Men's Underwear 36 36
Podmokly Lodies!' Dressmoking 12 12
Prague Lodies' Dressmaking 30 24
Teplice-Shanov  Men's Underwear 24 23
. " Ladies' Dressmeking 14 14
Usti Men's Underwear _25 40
T T A L 154 144

FRO:T SHANGHAI

During the month of August a course in millinery as well as the second
course in industrial art; the 8th series of driving motor vehicles; the
5th series of bookbinding for beginners; and the 2nd series of electro-
welding were terminated.
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. The 3rd series of courses in "Industrial Art" and the 9th series of "Driving
Motor Vehicles" were opened.130 students were in training in the following
courses in August:Carpentry, driving, machine knitting, dressmaking, book-
binding, fashion-designing, welding, tie manufacturing, industrial art,
radio, millinery and English for craftsmen.

Another course in the series of corsctmaking classes and a course in book-
binding will be onened in the near future. The perfectioning school for
apprentices will be re-opened September 1947,

A new venture, ORT handicraft classes, will be estgblished for the senior
pupils at the Shanghai Jewish School in September, “947. Cn that occasion
there will be an exhibit of articles manufacturec by pupiis of the Shanghai
ORT.

(Source: Letter from Shenghai ORT, dated September 3, 1947)

FROM SOUTH AFRICA

The South ifrican ORT-OZE has a membership of e¢lose to 5,000 throughout the
country, the majority of which, however, lives in Joharnesburg, The main
activity of the ORT Branch consists of conluchtiie® a Vocational GuSdance
Bureau which places youths as apprentices in skilled Guradna. Furthermore,
out of a bursary tund, annual allowances of L 20.~-.- each arc granted to
needy children who wish to attend trade schools, as the South African '
apprenticeship laws do not allow the operation of (RT Trade Schools. Connect-

‘ ed with the Vocational Guidance Burcau is an Aptitude Test Service for Jews
and non-Jews.

The only existing ORT course is one in cutting and designing of women's
clothes. for adults, which is conducted by an honorary instructor.

The local expenditures of the South ifrican ORT - OZE amount to about £ 5,000
a year; these funds are obtained from membership subscriptions and through
various functions. Anything over and above this amount and any reserve funds
not immediately required are put at the disposal of ORT-OZE in European
countries. In addition, the South African ORT-OZE has an agreement with the
South African Jewish War Appeal, according to which all Committee members
assist the War Appeal in the collection of funds and the War Appeal in turn
makes substantial allocations to ORT-OZE for overseas needs,

(Source: Letter from Johannesburg, dated September 18, 1947)
FROM PARIS

New_Appoi Lo the Central rd - The minutes of the meeting of the
Central Board, Paris, July 6 and 7, which were received by the Financial
and Accounting Office on September 22, reveal that Guy de Rothschild was
elected member of the Central Board and of the Executive Committee, to fill
the place of the late Pierre Dreyfuss.

‘ Mr, G. Jarach (Italy) was elected member of the Central Board, to replace Mr,
Isaak from Holland who had resigned.
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MACHINE SUFrLIES

. according to a letter from Dr. A. Syngelowski, Vicec-President, World ORT
Union, to Mr. George Backer, President, world ORT Union, of September 6, 1947,
World ORT Union bought 550 Singor sewing machines in Milan for use in Italy,
and other countries. This amount includes machines which will be given to |
graduates of the ORT tailoring schools in Italy and to every emigrating DP
tailor therc. 150 of these machines have glroady been delivered to the liilan
ORT officc. These madhines will be shipped to Germany and isustria by truck.

In order to case the transportation difficulties, Mr. M.D. Bashein, Director

of Supply and Transport, Germany and Lustria, submitted a request to Lt. Col,
Joscph F. Decker of the U.S. Military Government in Munich for o document
certifying the need for and the purposc of this machinery. In reply to this rce-
quest, Mr. Bashein rececived the following letter from Lt. Col. Joseph F.
Decker:

"Movement of ORT Equipment from Italy to Austria and Germany
World ORT Union, Supply and Transportation Office otd., 17 Sept.47.

LG 383.7-G _ lst Ind JFD/S~5/1s
HQ Munich Military Post, APO 407 - 4, US army, 17 Scptember 1947
To:World ORT Union, Supply and Transportation Office, Germeany and Lustria

1. This officec is cognizant of the fine work done by the ORT Schools
and also of the acute shortage of machincry in this activity.

‘ 2. This office heartily approves of the plan, as outlined in basic
communication for bringing the much necded cquipment into the
zone for the use in the schools,

. It is requested that all authoritics involved in thc operation give
all assistonce possible in accomplishing this mission."

Joscph F. Decker
Lite Loks ~vlads
S -6

Meanwhilc,the New York Officc, World ORT Union, in coopcration with ORT' Tool
and the JDC Supply Division, continues its offorts to purchase machines and
tools for overscas use from the War .issets iAdministration. Lately , an order
wos placed with the New Orleans Customer Service Center for 10 machines,
including 1 pedestal grinder, 4 lathes, 2 press drills, 2 band saws and 1
shaper. No confirmation has been recceived as yet.

DOCULENTS RECEIVED

4 printed booklet ( 2 parts) including the factual and financial reports of
the Rio de Janeiro ORT during the period from Junc 1, 1943 to June 30, 1945,
and from July 1, 1945, through liay 31, 1947,
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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE

. Mrs., Margarete Epstein,who has becen engaged by World ORT Union to work in
‘ the US Zone of Germany, as supervisor of corsctry courscs, (see WEEKLY
SUMMARY # 19) finally received the nccessary military clearance and loft
for Frankfurt on Maine on September 25. She will be stationed ot Munich.

Mr. R. Redel, on instructor of the British ORT, arrived in New York on his
way to California. Mr. Redel, a refugec from Germony, was in charge of

the EngineeringWorkshop at the ORT sgricultural Training Center at Golding=-
ton Farm, Bedford,where he organized the workshop and gave instruction to
the students. In an introductory lutter to the Financiol and siccounting
Office, World ORT Union, Mr. S. Beloff, momber of the Executive and

Hon. Officer in charpe of the GoldingtonORT Center, commended Mr. Redel for
"hoving performed his task magnificently" and for having "¢ntire rcsponsi-
bility for the great success that tho Engineoring Center has obtained,"
Mr. Redel, who received his training as o boy in Germany, intends to stay
with his family in California for an indefinite time, and hopes,ultimate=-
ly, to settle in Palestine.

NEWS FROM AMERICL

NEW YORK OFFICE: WORLD ORT UNION

Mr. Louis J. Walinsky, Director ORT Germazny and Lustria, left for Europe

on the "DeGrasse" on Tuesday, September 23, after holding: many conferences
. in New York regarding pending ORT problems.On Friday, September 19, Mr.

Walinsky held a press conference at the office of the /imerican ORT

Federation which was attended by representatives of the New York Times,

the Sun,the New York Post, P.M. and the Day.The statement wos also sent

to other newspapers in New Ygrke. lr. Louis B. Boudin, Chairman, Board

of Directors of the American ORT Federation and member of the Central Board,

World ORT Union, presided.

Mr, Walinsky mode o statement on the development of ORT work on behalf of
the DP's in Germany and iustric and answered questions raised by the
newspaper representatives on this problem.

Mr. Louis B. Boudin answered questions regarding the history of ORT and
the ORT-JDC agrecment, strossing the foct that in spite of the final
agreement and close ¢ ‘operation with JDC in the ficld, ORT has remained
an entircly independent orgenization.

Reports on this press conference have so for been published in the
New York Times of September 20, theJewish Telegraph .gency News of
September 21, the Forward of September 21, and the Day and the Jewish
Morning Freciheit of Scptember 224 o

ORT PUBLICITY - The London Jewish Chroncile of jiugust 22, 1947, published an article
"The Retruining of Liberatcd Jowry - the ORT's Fine Work in Europe", by
. the papaer's special corruspondent in liunich who toured the camps. The
article includes a picture showing DP's in a radio - repair workshop.

The French Yiddish daily, Unser Stimme of September 8, 1947 published a

long article on ORT in France by B. Faigen.




