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NEWS FROM ABROAD

FROLILATIN AMERICA

The FederacionORT Sudamericanaprepareda financialstatementfor 1946,
covering the ORT Committees in Argentina,Uruguay,Chile and Brazil. The
report dated September.12,1947 also.contains'statisticaldata on the schools
in these countriesas of July 1947. We reproducethe highlightsof this
report below.

Argentina - The BuenosAires ORT School (MachineShop and ElectricalEngineer-
ing) has at present 98 students in day courses only, as the evening courses
were closed at the end of last term.

In 1946, 35 studentsgraduatedfrom the day school (28 machinistsand 7
electricalengineers)and 6 from the evening courses. Altogether,207 students
graduated from the school since its inaugurationin 1941, including147 day
and 60 night students,while 204 studentsdiscontinuedtheir studies prior
to the completionof their training in order to accept well-payingjobs in
the trades they had learned at the ORT School. The expendituresof the Buenos
Aires ORT School in 1946 were 101,565.31Arg. pesos, including9,334.28 pesos
for the ORT Canteen. 40,701.78pesos were spent for office expenses,thus
bringing the expendituresup to a total of 142,267.09pesos, or about 35,500 U.E
dollars. The income of the BuenosAires ORT for the same period was 124,594.38
pesos,orabout 31,145 U.S. dollars. Included in the 124,594.38pesos is a
contributionof World ORT Union, &mountingto 31,450 pesos. The statement
closes with a deficit of 17,672.71pesos, or about 4,355 U.S. dollars.

The new branch of the Buenos Aires ORT School, the Escuola TecnicaORT, Filial
Burzaco,which was opened in March 1947, has 41 pupils. These pupils live
altthe Burzaco Jewish Orphanagewhich pays the ORT school's expensesfor the
trainingof its residents.

Uruguay - The MontevideoORT School has an attendanceof 84 students;43 in
the day and 41 in the evening courses. The curriculumincludesmachine shop
and electricalengineering.• The expenditureof the MontevideoORT in 1946 amounts to 22,209.72Urug. pepos,
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or about12, 340 U.S.dollars.The incomewas •1,480U.S.dollars,of which
h;81000was allocatedby WorldORTUnion,and about3,480.00U.S.dollars
were collectedlocally.On December31, 1946,therewas a deficitof 860.00
U.S.dollars.

Chile- 64 studentsare attendingthe Santiagode ChileORTSchoolwhich
conductsitsprogramin machine-shopand carpentryin accordancewiththe
government'sofficialcurriculum.The studentsrangein age from13 to 22;
49 are Jewishand 15 non-jewish.

In 1946,the ChileanORT spent637,921.32Chileanpesosor about20,600
U.S.dollars,includingthe purchaseof machineryin the amountof 8,390.35
pesos.Thesemachineswere boughtin the U.S.A.throughthe ORT ToolSupply
andReconstructionCoriooration.The incomefor the sameperiodwas 575,654.76
pesosor about',18,600,thusleavinga deficitcf 62,26647 pesosor about
$2,000.TorldORT Union'sallocationamountedto ;;)7,500(lessexpenses).

Brazil- The Sao PauloORT TradeSchoolfor mechanicshas 16 studentsin the
firstgradeand 8, 7. and 12 in its2nd,3rd Lnd 4th graderespectively.
Of the totalof 43 students,21 are Brazilians,10 are of Polish,11 of German
and 1 of Austriandescent.In 1946,the Sao PauloORT spent371,341.30
Braziliangrz. or about18, 567,- U.S. donors. Thisexpenditureincludesthe
refundfor a loan in the amountof 167,174.40orz.and the sum of 60,311.20
orz. for machineryand tools.The incomeof theSao PauloORT amountedto
395,699.30orz. includinga donationof 62,475.00crz., monthlycontributions
of 162,300crz.and contributionsby friendsin the amountof 48,000crz.
The totalincomeis about19, 785.- U.S.dollars.The balanceat the end of
1946was 24,358.-crz.or about1,500U.S.dollars.

The Rio de JaneiroORT Schoolfor mechanicshas 74 students,of which
29, 26, and 19 are in the first,second,and 3rd gradeof theirtraining
respectively.

TheRio ORT'sexpendituresin 1946were410,467.30crz.or about20, 500.
U.S.dollars; theirincomewas .375,241.70crz.or about*19-,000.Thisincome
includedlocaldonationsin the amountof 31, 550.crz.andWorldORTUnion
Contributionsof 34, 560crz.as well as a loanof 123,704.70crz.Therewas
a deficitof about4,1,500at the end of 1946.

FROMCUBA

The Havanacoursein watchmakingwith 16 studentsis filledto capacity;the
coursein leatherworkwhichbeganwith 19 students,has at present12
students,as 7 emigratedto the U.S.A. The eloctro-technicalcourse
was interruptedduringthe summerand reopenedon August15, according
to a letterfromHavanaof July29. In a secondletterof September12,
it was reportedthata now classwas openedin cuttingforwomenfor
which19 ladieshad:registered;16.wereadmitted.A coursefor cuttingfor
men was scheduledto toginon September25; 13 studentshaveregistered
for thiscourse.
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FROM CZLCHOSLOVAKIA

Since our last report (see Weekly SumuAary 07) the number of places in which
ORT training is being given rITUTTchoslovia has increased from four to six.
However, there is a decrease in the number of students from 161 to 144 and
both in Usti and in Podmokly the number of courses has been reduced to one
each. Thus the number of courses in all Czechoslovakia remains stationary.
Furthermore, it is noteworthy that even in the summer month of August the
number of students decreased only from 164 to 144.

AccorcLng to a letter of August 8, this decrease in student enrollment and
attendance is due to the following student situation in Czechoslovakia: Thc
majority of Jews in Czechoslovakia arc displac-ed persons from other countries
(Karpot - Russia, Poland, Rumania, etc.) who are waiting for an opportunity
to move on to other coun'rries. All of these received letters from relatives
abroad telling them that they must learn trades. Iherfore, they all register
for the courses. however, not all are able to finish the course. Some leave
because their visas have come through, others because they h“ve a c.abe to
enter Italy or Franco whore, they believe, their opportunities for further
emigration are greater. Others, especally former inmaes of concentration
camps, are physically weak, requiring treatment at a sanitarium or hospital.
Th,n there are those few who must leave the course because of illness in the

es7eccially of thc; children. All this accounts for the decrease in the
number of students.

PUPIL ETROLLT 1k TIED TRAINIFG A.ORLSY.OPSOF CZECESLOVALIA
FOR THE Ol'TH OF AUGUST 1947

Location Subject No. of Pupils at
Beginning of Month

No. of Pupils at
End of Month

Karlavy - Vary Ladies' Dressmaking 13 13
Liberetz Men's Underwear 36 36
Podmokly Ladies' Dressmaking 12 12
Prague Ladies' Dressmaking 30 24
Teplice-Shanov

fttt

Men's Underwear
LadiesDressmaking

24
14

23
14

Usti Men's Underirear 25 22




TOTA L: 154 144

FRO SHANGHAI

During the month of August a course in millinery as well as the second
course in industrial art; the 8th series of driving motor vehiclus; the
5th series of bookbinding for beginners; ::cnd the 2nd series of electro-
welding were terminated.

•
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The 3rd seriesof coursesin "IndustrialArt"and the 9th seriesof "Driving
MotorVehicles"were opened.130studentswere in trainingin the following
coursesin August:Carpentry,driving,machineknitting,dressmaking,book-
binding,fashion-designing,welding,tie manufacturing,industrialart,
radio,millineryandEnglishfor craftsmen.

Anothercoursein the seriesof corsctmakingclassesand a coursein book-
bindingwillbe onenedin the nearfuture.The perfectioningschoolfor
apprenticeswillbe re-openedSeptember,1947.

A new venture,ORT handicraftclasses,willbe estqblishedfor the senior
pupilsat theShanghaiJewishSchoolin September,7947.On thatoccasion
therewillbe an exhibitof articlesmanufae=e.1tv pupilsof theShanghai
ORT.

(Source:LetterfromShanghaiORT,datedSeptember3,194.7)

FROMSOUTHAFRICA

The SouthAfricanORT-OZEhas a memberehieof closeto 5,000throughoutthe
country,the majorityof which,however,lives]r)jo=esLurg, The main
activityof the ORT Branchconsistsof cor'uct-1.:a 'Toc-ItionalGudance
Bureauwhichplacesyouthsas apnrenticee5n ski.Clecl Furthermore,

out of a bursaryf-Jed,annualallowancesof L 2C,-- eae a-regrantedto
needychildren7110wish to attendtradescheree,ee tl-iesouthAfrican
apprenticeshipla-:sdo not allowthe operationof CRT TradeSchools.Connect-
ed with theVocationalGuidanceBureauis an AptitudeTestServicefor Jews
and non-Jews.

The onlyexistingORT courseis one in cuttingand designingof women's
clothes,for adults,whichis conductedby an honoraryinstructor.

The localexpendituresof theSouthAfricanORT - OZE amountto aboutL 5,000
a year;thesefundsare obtainedfrommembershipsubscriptionsand through
variousfunctions.Anythingoverand abovethisamountand any reservefunds
not immediatelyrequiredare put at the disposalof ORT-OZEin European
countries.In addition,theSouthAfricanORT-OZEhas an agreementwiththe
SouthAfricanJewishWar Appeal,accordingto whichall Committeemembers
assisttheWar Appealin the collectionof fundsand theTar Appealin turn
makessubstantialallocationsto ORT-OZEfor overseasneeds.

(Source:LetterfromJohannesburg,datedSeptember18, 1947)

FROMPARIS

NewApppintmentsto thIssi=lagard- The minutesof the meetingof the
CentralBoard,Paris,July6 and 7, whichwere receivedby theFinancial
and AccountingOfficeon September22, revealthat Guy de Rothschildwas
electedmemberof the CentralBoardand of the ExecutiveCommittee,to fill
theplaceof the latePierreDreyfuss.

111 Mr, G. Jarach(Italy)was electedmemberof the CentralBoard,to replaceMr.
IsaakfromHollandwho had resigned.



Weekly Summaryt 27 -5-

MACHINE SUPI-LIES

According to a letter from Dr. L. Syngalowski,Vice-President,World ORT
Union,toMr. George Backer, President,World ORT Union, of September 6, 1947,
World ORT Union bought 550 Singer sewing machines in Milan for use in Italy,
and othur countries.This amount includesmachineswhich will be given to
graduatesof the ORT tailoringschools in Italy and to every unigratingDP
tailor thorc. 150 of these machines have already been deliveredto the hilan
ORT office. These madhineswill be shipped to Germany and Austria by truck.
In order to ease the transportationdifficulties,Mr. M.D. Bashein,Director
of Supply and Transport,CGrmany and Austria, submitteda request to Lt. Col.
Joseph F. Decker of the U.S. Military Governmentin Munich for a docuTent
certifyingthe need for and the purpose of this machinery. In reply to this re-
quest,Mr. Bashein received the followingletter from Lt. Col. JosephF.
Decker:

"Movementof ORT Equipmentfrom Italy to Austria and Germany
World ORT Union, Supply and TransportationOffice Dtd., 17 Sopt.47.

AG 383.7-G 1st Ind JFD/S- 5/1s

HQ Munich Military Post, APO 407 - A, US Army, 17 September 1947

To:WorldORT Union, Supply and TransportationOffice, Germany and Austria

This office is cognizant of the fine work done by the ORT Schools
and also of the acute shortageof machinery in this activity.

This office heartily approvus of the plan, as outlined in basic
communicationfor bringing the much needed equipmentinto the
zone for the use in the schools.

It is requestedthat all authoritiusinvolvedin thu operationgive
all assistancepossible in accomplishingthis mission."

Joseph F. Decker
Lt. Col. Inf.
6-5

Meanwhile,theNew York Office,Wbrld ORT Union, in cooperationwith ORT'Tool
and the JDC Supply Division, continues its effortsto purchasemachines and
tools for overseasuse from thu War Assets Administration. Lately , an order
was placed with the New Orleans Customer Service Center for 10 machines)
including1 pedestalgrinder,4 lathes, 2 press drills, 2 band saws and 1
shaper. No confirmationhas been received as yet.

DOCUNENTS RECEIVED

A printed booklet ( 2 parts) includingthe factual and financialreports of
the Rio de Janeiro ORT during the period from June 1, 1943 to June 30, 1945,
and from July 1, 1945, throughMay 31, 1947.•
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ARRIVAL AND DEP.J.TURE

Mrs. Margarete'Epstein,whohas been engagedby World ORT Union to work in

the US Zone of Germany,as supervisorof corsotrycourscs,(seeWEEKLY

SUMMARY# 19) finally receivedthe necessarymilitary clearanceand loft

for Frankfurton Maine on September25. She will be stationedat Munich.

Mr. R. Redel, an instructorof the British ORT, arrived in New York on his

way to California.Mr. Model, a refugee from Germany,was in charge of

the EngineeringWorkshopat the ORT AgriculturalTrainingCenter at Golding-

ton Farm, Bedford,wherehe orolnizedthe workshop and gave instructionto

the students.In an introductoryletter to the Financialand Accounting

Office,World ORT Union, Mr.,S. Beloff,member of the Executive and

Hon. Officer in charlgeof the GoldingtonORTCenter, ommended Mr. -Modelfor

"havingperformedhis task magnificently"and for h7tving"entire responsi-

bility for the great success that the EngineeringCenter has obtained."

Mr. Redel, who receivedhis trainingas a boy in Germany, intends to stay

with his family in Californiafor an indefinitetime, and hopes,ultimate-

ly, to settle in Palestine.

NEWS FROM AIERICA

NEW YORK OFFICE:WORLD ORT UNION

Mr. Louis J. Walinsky,Director ORT Germany and Austria, left for Europe

on the "DeGrasse"on Tuesday,September23, after holding:many conferences

in New York regardingpending OFT problems.OnFriday, September19, Mr.

Walinsky held a press conferenceat the office of the .LmericanORT

Federationwhich was attendedby representativesof the New York Times,

the Sun,the Yew York Post, P.M. and the Day.The statementwas also sent

to other newspapersin New Yerk. Mr. Louis B. Boudin, Chairman,Board

of Directors of the :eliericanORT Federationand member of the Central Board,

World ORT Union, presided.

Mr. Walinsky made a statementon the developmentof ORT work on behalf of

the DP's in Germany and Austria and answeredquestionsraised by the
newspaperrepresentativeson this problem.

Mr. Louis B. Boudin answered questionsregarding the history of OFT and

tho ORT-JDC agreement,stressingthe fact that in spite of the final

agreementand close Ooperation with JDC in the field, OFT has remained

an entirelyindependentorganization.

Reports on this press conferencehave so far been published in the

New York Times of September 20, theJewishTelegraphAgency News of

September 21, the Forward of September 21, and the Day and the Jewish

Morning Freiheitof September22.

ORT PUBLICITY - The London JewishChroncilc of August 22, 1947, publishedan article

"The Recruiningof Liberated Jewry - the ORT's Fine Work in Europe",by

the papaer's special correspondentin Munich who toured the camps. The

article includesa picture showingDP's in a radio - repairworkshop.

The French Yiddish daily, Unser Stimme of September 8, 1947 publisheda

long article on ORT in France by B. Faigen.


