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ORT LEADERS' NEW YEAR'S LESSAGE

In a New Year's greeting on behalf of the Americen ORT Federation, re-

leased today by George Backer, President, and M. Maldwin Fertig, Chairman

of its Council of Organization, extending their bb t wishes for a happier

vear, they urged American Jeury to meet the great respousibility of help-
. ing to solve the acute problem which our people face abroad.

Speaking of the present crisis and of the needs of the remaining Jews in
‘Burope, the OiT leaders stressed the urgency of furnishing them with
skilled trades, so that they can resume normal lives and become economic-
ally self-s sta1u1nb. "Whether we arc dealing with Jews in their pleces
of residence or with their emigration to Palestine or othker countries, we
1eed to train them with manual and technical skills which Pulestine and
other countries need and want so mich", declured the ORT leadsrs.

quarter of a million Jewish refugees are still interned in the displaced

persons canps end thev, like thc hundreds of thousands of distressed Jews
in Durope, “&co he most serious problem of finﬂlng g hovens =1t 186 fock
hat a quoalif trade is the principal asset which'may case entry into
countries of 1“anrﬂt¢nn. okilled workers will be able Lo contribute more
substantially to the rebuilding of the Jowish Netional IHome in Palestine,
Only by skilled work, will our uprootcd and ruined brethren be able to
integr“tv themselves inbto the now cconomic 1ifle of their countries in
Europe.”

Calling upon the American Jewry to mobilize all their resources and give

full support to the United Jewish Appevl from which the ORT, through the

Joint Distribution Committee, derives its funds ia the United States, the

ORT leaders appealed to the Jewish Commuuities, organizations and indi-

viduals to enroll as members of the American ORT Iederation, and in this

way help ORT fulfill its historic role in the reconstruction of world
. Jewry.
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NEWS FROM ABROAD
FROM _GENEVA

Mr. i. A. Sorieri, Chief of IRO in Italy, accompanied by Mr. Shapiro who is
in charge of the Italian affairs at IRO Headquarters in Geneva, paid a

visit to World ORT Union, Geneva, on the occasion of the Geneva meeting of
IRO. Mr. Sorieri expressed his satisfaction with ORT work in Italy and with
the friendly cooperstion between the Italian ORT, especially the ORT Union
representative in Italy, Capt. A. Blass, and the IRO leaders in Rome and
Milan. In his discussion with Dr. Syngalowski, Mr. Sorieri stated that while
IR0, due to lack of means, is discontinmuing most of its expenses for Volun-
tary Organizations, it will continue to pay those sums for ORT instructors

in Italy who come from abroad and which were previously paid by UNRRA.

Dr. Syngalowski stressed the necessity for IRO to increase its efforts with
regard to vocational training of DP's as part of their rehabilitation for
future emigration., He referred to the plan which he submitted to the UNRRA
Conference in Rome, asking for the crestion of special camps for those DP's
who desire vocational training, in order to create a favorable atmosphere and
to economize machines and instructors. In this connection he expressed the
desire for the establishment of a special departiment for Vocational Training
within the IRO, Mr. Sorieri admitted the need for these improvements. He
pointed out, however, that the lack of means would make their realization very
difficult, but promised his support as far as possible.

(Source: Release from the Information and Instruction Department, ORT
Union, Geneva.)

FROM ITALY

We have just received the report on activities from the ORT office in
Northern Italy as of August 31, 1947. A notable increase in both the

number of courses and the number of students enrolled is evident. Especially
striking is the increese of courses in the Adriatica Training Center in

Milan where between July 1 and August 31 seven new courses were opened, Two
additional courses were opened in Grugliasco and one in Selvino. New Farming
Centers were opened in Nicolino-Vernia where 14 adults and 20 children ere
being trained. The total increase of students in Northern Italy is 273

(from 430 on July 1 to 703 on August 31), or an increase of more than 50%.
This supplements the information presented in Weekly Summary # 23, which
showed the number of students in the same district of Northern Ttaly (ex-
cluding Rome) as 637 on about iugust 1.

FROM HOLL:ND

Educational stetistics recently received from Holland end covering ORT
activities in Amsterdam, the Hague, Bussum and Hilversun reveal that there
are 26/ students attending 19 courses. The emphasis placed on pre-vocational
training for children is noteworthy. Children attending ORT schools are
receiving training in woodworking, clayworking and cardboard work. For
adolescents there is a three-year course in electrical engineering, while
there are courses of short duration in various aspects of the needle trades
for other adults. The number of pupils currently enrolled in Holland has
incressed 169% over the enrollment during the fourth quarter of 1946. (See
the table on following page.)
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NEWS FROM_ABRO.D (Continued)

. NUMBER OF STUDENTS 4iND_COURSES IN HOLLAND
4S OF JULY, 1

Location Title of Courses Number of Number of

Instructors Students

Amsterdam Electrical Engineering 1/ 1 g8 2/
Mechanical Knitting 3 22
Dressmaking and Cutting 4 L2
Ladies' Tailoring K 32
Ladies' Coats and Suits (Cutting) 1 20
Cardboard Work (Children) 3/ 2 50
Woodwork (Children) 3/ " B 20
Total Amsterdam: 15 194
The Hague Cardboard Work (Children) 3/ 1 12
Claywork (Children) 3/ 1 12
Total The Hague: 2 24
Bussum Cardboard Work (Children) 3/ 1 25
Hilversun Cerdboard Work (Children) 3/ B 21
GRAND TOTAL: 19 264

1/ This course was founded in September, 1946 with a training duration of 3
years. The others are of short duration.

2/ age range: 16 to 22 years of age.

3/ Up to 14 years of age.

FROM GERMANY
&MERICAN ZONE

Recent Developments_in DP Training - 41l technical preparations are under way
for the establishment of a new ORT Trade School in Salzschluerf near Fulda.

4 machine shop will be opened first; other courses will follow. - In the ORT
School Bensheim, a course has been opened for fountain-pen repairing. This is
the first course of this kind in the American Zone. - The course for masons

in the ORT Trade School Hofgeismar, which gives practical as well as theoretice
instruction, is making excellent progress. This course is of special interest
because masons are needed all over the world., - The ORT supervisor for nursing
courses, Mrs. Kreszlka, reports that the nursing course in Degendorf is doing
extremely well. The students of this zourse have been admitted to the well
equipped Degendorf hospital for two months practical training. Educational
films are being used in this course.

A Conference of ORT School Directors in the Kngsel District took place on
. Lugust 26. Dr. Semuel Steinberg, Director CRT Germany, Mr. Jacob Oleiski

and Engineer Rabinovich represented ORT Headquerters Munich. Pedagogical

and technical questions were discussed. An exhibition of articles menu-
factured by the pupils of ORT schools in this district attracted the interest
of the visitors. (Source: ORT Summary, Munich, iugust 23, 1947.)
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NEWS FROM ABROAD (Continued)

BRITISH ZONE

NUMBER OF STUDENTS, INSTRUC TORS AND OTHER PERSONNEL

IN THE BRITISH ZONE FOR THE MOWTH OF JULY, 1947.
Location Title of Courses Number of Number of
Instructors Students
Belsen Dressmaking 5 111
Cutting (len) 1 19
liechanical Knitting 2 35
Underwear (Men's) 2 41
Corset making 2 45
Machine Shop 4 2l
Auto Mechanics 3 46
Electrical Engineering L 13
Radio Technics 2 v
Dental llechanics 4 66
Carpentry 2 )
Building Trades 1 8
Plumbing 1 D
Total,Belsen: 30 446
Hannover, Ohestrasse Dressmaking i 25
Machine Shop i 2,
Auto Mechanics 2 19
Electrical Engineering 1 11
Welding 1 13
Total, Ohestrasse 6 77
Hannover, Vinuhorst Dressmaking 1 13
Corsetmaking 1 34
Total, Vinnhorst 2 30
Neustadt Dressmaking 1 42,
Radio Technics i | 6
Carventry 4 3
Mochinists 2 14
Total,Neustadt 8 19
Ahlem Farming & 46
Lindener Berge Doll and Soft Toy making 1 3
TOTAL BRITISH ZONE: 52 694
Total Instructors in Zone: 53
Total Other Personnel: 52
Total Personnel: 105
(Source: Report from the Office of the Director, Germany & Austria, Aug.30,1947
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AMERICAN OFFICE, WORLD ORT UNION

NEWS FROM AMERICA

The first post-summer meeting of the Americen Members, Central Board, World

ORT Union, was held at the home of Mr. Louis B. Boudin on September 16. The
meeting was attended by Messrs. George Backer, Louis B. Boudin, alexander
Dolowitz, Max Herzfeld, Julius Hochman, David Rosenstein, and Mrs. Naomi
Finkelstein as members and Messrs. Jscob Frumkin, Edwerd L. Sard, Aaron B. Tart
and Louis J. Walinsky as guests. Mr., Boudin presided. .~ - -~ o ok

The meeting began at 8:20 p.m. with reports by Mr. Rosenstein on the July
decisions of the Central Board and Executive Committee meetings in Paris and
by Mr. Walinsky on ORT work in Germany and .ustria., Both reports clearly
showed that considerable progress has been mede by World ORT Union during the
pest year, although much still remains to be done.

Mrs. Naomi Finkelstein, National President of the Women's imerican ORT, re-
ported on the work of the organizetion with particular emphasis on its ex-
pansion in California. Women's American ORT now has 66 chapters, including 11
chapters in the Los ingeles area. The work of Women's imerican ORT in the next
period will be centralized around the adoption, by each chapter, of 2 European
schools, one of which will be a DP school. In this way it is hoped that various
types of support for ORT schools in Europe can be provided by Women's American
ORT. Under consideration is a program for scnding monthly packages containing
materials for overseas training. With regard to the all~importent need for
food for both ORT instructors and students, it was decided that Women's imerican
ORT will actively support the S.0.S. plan conducted by J.D.C.

Mr. Edward L. Sard, Acting Director, Financial and iAccounting Office, World ORT
Union, reviewed progress toward establishing a uniform world reporting system
during the last few months, and Mr. Louis J. Walinsky reported on the conferences
held with Dr. Syngalowski and Dr. Lvovitch on this subject. The American mem-
bers of the Central Board welcomed the progress that has already been made and
unanimously approved a motion introduced by Mr. Boudin to the effect that the
Financial end Accounting Office complete the steps required to inaugurate and
utilize a satisfactory and uniform reporting system.

Mr. Sard reported on the critical cash position occasiocned by the low rate of
peyments by J.D.C. Although the situation has. been temporarily eased :by the
borrowing of $250,000 in New York and $100,000 in Geneva, he warned that the
situation will shortly become catastrophic, unless:

a) J.D.C. immediately mekes available the $500,000 difference between the
regular monthly remittances and the $2,000,000 total annual subvention;
b) J.D.C. immediately pays the $200,000 owed to ORT for the months of August

and September; and
¢) Other anticipated incomes, such as that from Canada, are quickly forthcoming,

Mr. Walinsky observed that the rapidly increasing rate of expenditures for
Germany and Austria would have to be increased still further. He predicted
that $14 million would be the absolute minimum required to carry on ORT's work
in Germany and Austria in 1948,

After careful considerstion of the financial situation, Mr. Backer wes asked to
explore the problem with Mr, Leavitt, with particular reference to both ORT's
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immedinte financial needs' and the matter of continuing the J.D.C. = ORT agree-
ment in 1948. In order to complete the 1947 program and in view of the
necessity to end the year in a financial position as favorable as that which
prevailed at the end of 1946, it was stressed that extraordinary efforts must
be made to realize budgeted income froem sources other than J.D.C. 1In this
connection, the fortheoming allocation by the Canadian U.J.R.A. was discussed,
and it was agreed that every effort must be made to impress upon the officials
of the Canadian U.J.R.A. the serious need of World ORT Union for increased
income.

The American members of the Central Board welcomed the decision of the Executive
Committee to meet more frequently. It was unanimously agreed that all possible
efforts will be made so that at least one American member of the Executive
Committee will attend every meeting.

After some discussion of the increasing need for publicity in the United States,
the problem was referred to the Executive Committee of the American ORT Federa-
tion and the meeting adjourned at 1:30 a.m.

Transport for Germany and Austria -~ After a conference between Mr, Louis J.
Walinsky and Mr. Edward L. Sard with regerd to relieving the transportation
needs of Germany and Austria, the New York office has purchased four Jeep
station wagons for immediate delivery. They are scheduled for shipment over-
seas in two weeks.

The two Chevrolets which were shipped to Germany and Austria (see Weekly Sum-
mary # 23) have arrived in Bremen, accoréing to a cable received from Germany
on September 17.

Money Transfers - Instructions for the trensfer of $124,140 have been issued,
of which $90,000 represent the regular monthly transfer. The belance is
intended for special purposes. Noteworthy among these is the contribution

of the Women's American ORT of $140.00 toward a scholarship granted to a

young Hungarian, Alfred Stern, for his studies at an engineering school
(Technische Hochschule) in Budapest. The scholarship covers the expenses for
Alfred Stern's eduaction as well as the necessary textbooks and living expenses.

ORT Union Geneva has acknowledged, in a letter deted September 13, receipt of
Sw. Franes 299,600 - as ecuivalent for $70,000 which were transferred to
Switzerland for the purchase of machinery and tools on September 3. (See

Weekly Summery # 24.)

Due to an urgent need for money in Austria, the New York office is sending a
certified check for $6,000 to be deposited with the U.S. War Department, which
then can be drawn against by ORT in Austria.




