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ORT LEADERS'NEW -YIER'S=ACE_

In a New Year's greeting on behalf of the American ORT Federation,re-
leased today by George Backer, President,and Fertig, Chairman

of its Council of Organization,extendingtheir best wishes for a happier
year, they ulTed American juery to meet the f7reatrespuesibilityof help-
ing to solve the acute problemwhich our people face abroad.

Speaking of the present crisis and of the needs of the remaining Jews in
:Europe,the OIT leaders stressedthe urgency of furnishingthem with
skilled trades, so that they can resume normal lives and become economic-
ally self-sustaining. "-Wheterwe are dealingwith Jews in their places
of residenceor with their emigrationto Palestineor otler countries,we
need to train them with manual and technicalskillswhich Palestineand
other countriesneed and want so much", declaredthe OFT leaders.

"A quarter of a /eillionJawish refugees are still interned in the displaced
persons cam.psand they, like the hundreds of thousandsof distressed•aws
in flurope,face the most serious problem of findinE a haven. It is a fact
that a qualifiedtrade is the principalasset which may case entry into
countriesof imniEration. Skilled workers gill be a'sleto contributemore
substantiallyto the rebuildingof the Jewish National Home in Palestine.
Only by skilledwork, will our uprooted and ruined brethrenbe able to
integratethemselvesinto t'.eenew economiclifu of their countriesin
Europe."

CallinL;upon the American Jewry to mobilize all their resources:endgive
full supportto the United JewishAppeal fro:awhich the OLT, throu,ehthe
Joint DistributionComrdttee,derives its femds iu the United States, the
ORT loaders appealed to the Jewish Communities,organizationsand indi-
viduals to enroll as members of the.,..emericanORT Federation,and id this
way help OPT fulfill its historic role in the reconstructionof world
Jewry.
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NEWSFROMABROAD

FROMGENEVA

Mr. A. A. Sorieri,Chiefof IRO in Italy,accompaniedby Mr.Shapirowho is

in chargeof the Italianaffairsat IROHeadquartersin Geneva,paida

visitto WorldORTUnion,Geneva,on the occasionof the Genevameetingof

IRO. Mr. Sorieriexpressedhis satisfactionwithORTwork in Italyandwith

the friendlycooperationbetweenthe ItalianORT,especiallythe ORTUnion

representativein Italy,Capt.A. Blass,and the IRO leadersin Romeand

Milan. In his discussionwithDr. Syngalowski,Mr.Sorieristatedthatwhile

IRO,due to lackof means,is discontinuingmostof its expensesforVolun-

taryOrganizations,it will continueto pay thosesumsfor ORT instructors

in Italywho comefromabroadandwhichwerepreviouslyPaidby UNRRA.

Dr. Syngalowskistressedthe necessityfor IRO to increaseitseffortswith

regardto vocationaltrainingof DP'sas partof theirrehabilitationfor

futureemigration.He referredto the planwhichhe submittedto theUNRRA

Conferencein Rome,askingfor the creationof specialcampsfor thoseDP's

who desirevocationaltraining,in orderto createa favorableatmosphereand

to economizemachinesand instructors.In thisconnectionhe expressedthe

desirefor the establishmentof a specialdepartmentforVocationalTraining

withinthe IRO. Mr. Sorieriadmittedthe needfor theseimprovements.He

pointedout,however,thatthe lackof meanswouldmaketheirrealizationvery

difficult,but promisedhis supportas far as possible.

(Source:Releasefromthe Informationand InstructionDepartment,ORT

Union,Genova.)

FROMITALY


We have justreceivedthe reporton activitiesfromthe ORT officein

NorthernItalyas of August31, 1947. A notableincreasein boththe

numberof coursesand the numberof studentsenrolledis evident. Especially

strikingis the increaseof coursesin the AdriaticaTrainingCenterin

MilanwherebetweenJuly1 andAugust31 sevennew courseswere opened. Two

additionalcourseswere openedin Grugliascoand one in Selvino. New Farming

Centerswere openedin Nicolino-Verniawhere14 adultsand 20 childrenare

beingtrained. The totalincreaseof studentsin NorthernItalyis 273

(from430 on July1 to 703 on August31),or an increaseof morethan 50%.

Thissupplementsthe informationpresentedinWeekly_Summaryk23, which

showedthe numberof studentsin the samedistrictof NorthernItaly(ex-

cludingRome)as 637 on aboutAugust1.

FROMHOLLAND

EducationalstatisticsrecentlyreceivedfromHollandand coveringORT

activitiesin Amsterdam,the Hague,Bussumand Hilversunrevealthatthere

are 264 studentsattending19 courses. The emphasisplacedon pre-vocational

trainingfor childrenis noteworthy.ChildrenattendingORT schoolsare

receivingtrainingin woodworking,clayworkingand cardboardwork. For

adolescentsthereis a three-yearcoursein electricalengineering,while

thereare coursesof shortdurationin variousaspectsof the needletrades

for otheradults. The numberof pupilscurrentlyenrolledin Hollandhas

increased169%overthe enrollmentduringthe fourthquarterof 1946. (See

the tableon followingpage.)
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NEWSFROMABROAD(Continued)

NUMBEROF STUDENTSAND COURSESIN HOLLAND

AS OF JULY,1947




 ••••••,

LocationTitle of CoursesNumber of
Instructors

Numberof
Students

MID

AmsterdamElectrical Engineering1/ 1 8 g/
MechanicalKnitting 3 22




DressmakingandCutting 4 42




Ladies'Tailoring 3 32




Ladies'CoatsandSuits (Cutting)1 20




CardboardWork (Children)2/ 2 50




Woodwork(Children) 2/ 1 20




TotalAmsterdam: 15 194




TheHague CardboardWork (Children)2/ 1 12
Claywork (Children)2/ 1 12


TotalThe Hague: 2 24

Bussum CardboardWork (Children)2/ 1 25

Hilversun CardboardWork (Children)2/ .1. 21

GRANDTOTAL: 19 264

1/ Thiscoursewas foundedin September,1946with a trainingdurationof 3
years. The othersare of shortduration.

2/ Age range: 16 to 22 yearsof age.
2/ Up to 14 yearsof age.

FROMGERMOY

AMERICANZONE

RecentDevelopments inDP Training- :111technicalpreparationsareunderway

for the establishmentof a new ORT TradeSchoolin SalzschluerfnearFulda.

L machineshopwill be openedfirst;othercourseswill follow.- In the ORT

SchoolBensheim,a coursehas beenopenedfor fountain-penrepairing.This is

the firstcourseof thiskind in theAmericanZone.- The coursefor masons

in the ORT TradeSchoolHofgeismar,whichgivespracticalas well as theoreticr

instruction,is makingexcellentprogress. Thiscourseis of specialinterest

becausemasonsare neededall overtheworld.- The ORT supervisorfor nursing

courses,Mrs.Kreszlka,reportsthatthe nursingcoursein Degendorfis doing

extremelywell. The studentsof thiscoursehavebeenadmittedto thewell

equippedDegendorfhospitalfor two monthspracticaltraining.Educational

filmsare beingused in thiscourse.

ConferenceoQ ORTSchoolDizectc2rsin the KnIselDistricttookplaceon


kugust26. Dr. SamuelSteinberg,DirectorORT Germany, Mr. JacobOleiski

and EngineerRabinovichrepresentedORT HeadquertersMunich. Pedagogical

and technicalquestionswerediscussed.An exhibitionof articlesmenu-

facturedby the pupilsof ORT schoolsin thisdistrictattractedthe interest

of thevisitors. (Source: ORT Summary,Munich,August23, 1947.)
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NEWS FROM ABROAD (Continued)

BRITISH ZONE

NUMBEROF STUDENTS.INSTRUCTORS AND OTHER PERSONNEL

IN THE BRITISH ZONE FOR THE MONTH OF TULY,1947.




.4.1.11  • ••• • /1•• ••• 111.

LocationTitle of Courses Number of
Instructors

Number of
Students

BelsenDressmaking 5 111

Cutting (Men) 1 19

MechanicalKnitting 2 35

Underwear (Men's) 2 41

Corset making 2 45

Machine Shop 4 27

Auto Mechanics 3 46

ElectricalEngineering 1 13

Radio Technics 2 17

Dental Mechanics 4 66

Carpentry 2 9

Building Trades 1 8

Plumbing 1 9

Total,Belsen: 30 446

Hannover,OhestrasseDressmaking 1 25

Machine Shop 1 9

Auto Mechanics 2 19

ElectricalEngineering 1 11

Welding 1 13

Total, Ohestrasse 6 77

Hannover,VinnhorstDressmaking 1 13
1 17Corsetmaking

Total,Vinnhorst 0 30

NeustadtDressmaking 1 42.

Radio Technics 1 6
Carnentry 4 17

Machinists 2 14

Total,Neustadt 8 79

AhlemFarming 4 46

Lindener Ber eDoll and Soft Toy making 1 3

TOTAL BRITISH ZONE: 52 694

Total Instructorsin Zone: 53
Total Other Personnel: 52
Total Personnel: 105

 ••••   ••• • 

(Source: Report from the Office of the Director,Germany & Austria,Aug.30,1947
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NEWSFROMAMERICA

411 AMERICANOFFICE,WORLDORTUNION

The firstpost-summermeetingof the AmericanMembers,CentralBoard,World
ORT Union,was heldat the homeof Mr. LouisB. Boudinon September16. The
meetingwas attendedby Messrs.GeorgeBacker,LouisB. Boudin,Alexander
Dolowitz,Max Herzfeld,JuliusHochman,DavidRosenstein,and Mrs.Naomi
Finkelsteinas membersand Messrs.JacobFrumkin,EdwardL. Sard,AaronB. Tart
and LouisJ. Walinskyas guests. Mr. Houdinpresided.

The meetingbeganat 8:20p.m.withreportsby Mr.Rosensteinon the July
decisionsof theCentralBoardandExecutiveCommittee meetingsin Parisand
by Mr.Walinskyon ORTwork in Germanyand Austria. Bothreportsclearly
showedthatconsiderableprogresshas beenmadeby WorldORT Unionduringthe
pastyear,althoughmuchstillremainsto be done.

Mrs.NaomiFinkelstein,NationalPresidentof theWomen'sAmericanORT,re-
portedon theworkof the organizationwith particularemphasison its ex-
pansionin California.Women'sAmericanORT now has 66 chapters,including11
chaptersin theLos Angelesarea. Thework of Women'sAmericanORT in the next
periodwill be centralizedaroundthe adoption,by eachchapter,of 2 European
schools,one of whichwill be a DP school. In thisway it is hopedthatvarious
typesof supportfor ORT schoolsin Europecanbe providedby Women'sAmerican
ORT. Underconsiderationis a programfor scndingmonthlypackagescontaining
materialsfor overseastraining.Withregardto the all-importantneedfor
foodfor bothORT instructorsand students,it was decidedthatWomen'sAmerican
ORTwill activelysupportthe S.O.S.plan conductedby J.D.C.

Mr. EdwardL. Sard,ActingDirector,Financialand AccountingOffice,WorldORT
Union,reviewedprogresstowardestablishinga uniformworldreportingsystem
duringthe lastfew months,and Mr.LouisJ. Walinskyreportedon the conference:
heldwithDr. Syngalowskiand Dr. Lvovitchon this subject. The Americanmem-
bersof theCentralBoardwelcomedthe progressthathas alreadybeenmadeand
unanimouslyapproveda motionintroducedby Mr. Boudinto the effectthatthe
Financialand AccountingOfficecompletethe stepsrequiredto inaugurateand
utilizea satisfactoryand uniformreportingsystem.

Sardreportedon the criticalcashpositionoccasionedby the low rateof
paymentsby J.D.C. Althoughthe situationlhasbeentemporarilyeased.bythe
borrowingof $250,000in NewYorkand $100,000in Geneva,he warnedthatthe
situationwill shortlybecomecatastrophic,unless:

J.D.C.immediatelymakesavailablethe $500,000differencebetweenthe
regularmonthlyremittancesand the $2,000,000totalannualsubvention;
J.D.C.immediatelypays the $200,000owedto ORT for the monthsof August
and September;and
Otheranticipatedincomes,suchas thatfromCanada,are quicklyforthcoming.

Mr. Walinskyobservedthatthe rapidlyincreasingrateof expendituresfor
Germanyand Austriawouldhaveto be increasedstillfurther. He predicted
that$1i millionwouldbe the absoluteminimumrequiredto carryon ORT'swork
in Germanyand Austriain 1948.

Aftercarefulconsiderationof the financialsituation,Mr. Backerwas askedto
explorethe problemwithMr. Leavitt,withparticularreferenceto bothCRT's
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NEWSFROMAMERICA(Continued)

immediatefinancialneeds'andthe matterof continuingthe J.D.C. ORT agree-
ment in 1948. In orderto completethe 1947programand in viewof the
necessityto end the year in a financialpositionas favorableas thatwhich
prevailedat the end of 1946,it was stressedthatextraordinaryeffortsmust
be madeto realize budgetedincomefromsourcesotherthanJ.D.C. In this
connection,the forthcomingallocationby theCanadianU.J.R.A.was discussed,
and it was agreedthateveryeffortmustbe madeto impressupon the officials
of the CanadianU.J.R.A.the seriousneedof WorldORT Unionfor increased
income.

The Americanmembersof theCentralBoardwelcomedthe decisionof theExecutive

Committeeto meetmorefrequently.It was unanimouslyagreedthatallpossible
effortswill be madeso thatat leastone Americanmemberof theExecutive
Committeewillattendeverymeeting.

Aftersomediscussionof the increasingneedforpublicityin the UnitedStates,
the problemwas referredto theExecutiveCommitteeof the kmericanORTFedera-
tionand the meetingadjournedat 1:30a.m.

Transort for Germanynnd Austria- kftera conferencebetweenMr.LouisJ.
Walinskyand Mr.EdwardL. Sardwithregrrdto relievingthe transportation

needsof GermanyandAustria,the NewYork officehas purchasedfourJeep
stationwagonsfor immediatedelivery.Theyare scheduledfor shipmentover-
seasin twoweeks.

The twoChevroletswhichwere shippedto Germanyand Austria(seeWeeklySum-
mary# 23) havearrivedin Bremen,accordingto a cablereceivedfromGermany
on September17.

monly_imagers-Instructionsfor the transferof $124,140havebeenissued,
of which 390,000representthe regularmonthlytransfer.The brlanceis
intendedfer specialpurposes. Noteworthyamongtheseis the contribution
of theWomen'sAmericanORT of $140.00toward a scholarshipgrantedto a
youngHungarian,AlfredStern,for his studiesat an engineeringschool
(TechnischeHochschule)in Budapest. The scholarshipcoversthe expensesfor
AlfredStern'seduactionas well as the necessarytextbooksand livingexpenses.

ORT UnionGenevahas acknowledged,in a letterdatedSertember13, receiptof
Sw. Francs299,600- as ecuivalentfor $70,000whichwere transferredto
Switzerlandfor the purchaseof machineryand toolson September3. (See
WeeklySummary# 24.)

Due to an urgentneedfor moneyin Austria,the NewYork officeis sendinga
certifiedcheckfor $6,000to be depositedwith the U.S.Tar Department,which
thencan be drawnagainstby ORT in Austria.
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