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FLASH

Mr, Louis J, Walinsky, Director World CRT Union, Germany and
Austria, has arrived in the U, S, A, for a stay of two weeks,
Upon his arrival he made the following statement regarding
ORT work in Europe and especially in the DP training centers
in Germany and Austrias

The ORT work in Europe has expanded tremendously during 1947, In every
country ORT has met the challenge to provide vocational training oppore
tunities for Jews in desperate necd of our work to bolster their morale,
to equip them to earn a living in the countries of their choice, and to
improve their chances for emigration te such countries,

Between the end of 1946 and July 1947, the number of ORT trainees in
Europe increased from 9,827 to 14,797 = an increase of 51%, In some
countries, of course, the increase has been much greater than that
indicated by the average, In Belgium for instance, the number of ORT
students under training increased by 180%; in Bulgaria 255%; in Holland
177%. In Germany and Austria, the increasec has been 95%,

This tremendous expansion in the scope of ORT training activities does
not take into account the very substantial number of students already
graduated from our schools, (See Exhibit A) The size of the job done
is magnified many times when one takes into account the difficulties
involved in organizing and equipping vocational training schools,

More important, however, is the fact that not only has the scope of ORT
work increased, but that the quality of the work done has greatly ime
proved, This is particularly true in Germany and Austria where our vo-
cational training activities had to be hastily organized under the most
adverse conditions, Tremendous obstacles in obtaining materials, ade-
quate buildings, skilled teachers, and in developing new accelerated
courses of study had to be overcome, Not least of the difficulties faced
was the constantly ehifting population in the camps, the poor morale of
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the DP's, and the sacrifices which training in the ORT schools imposed on
our students, since their studies prevented them from engaging in other
activities to improve their immediate living conditions. ORT has over-
come these obstacles, It has recruited and is training a huge staff of al-
most 600 instructors in Germany and Austria, It has organized a flow of
supplies, transport, and skilled technical personnel who are making a most
valuable contribution to the work, It has overcome the apathy of the DP's,
and convinced them of the value of the ORT vocational training program.
It has established in Germany and Austria more than 60 schools, some of which,
such as Landsberg, Villseck, Heidenheim, Neu-Ulm, Bad Reichenhall, Salzburg
and Neustadt would win high praise anywhere in the world, including the U.S.
The work in Germany is characterized by a marked intensity and tempo, Our
people are completely devoted and work around the clock seven days a week.
District and zone conferences, new courses of study, new test materials,
visual aids, -- these and other new activities are born every day,

To illustrate the recognition gained by ORT's work in Germany, I am happy
to say that in September, ORT will commence in District Bamberg-Regensburg
a course in industrial chemistry whose DP students will be sent by the
University of Erlangen, which will give full university credit for their
studies in the ORT school,

Already the work of ORT has won the highest respect and praise from the
military authorities and IRO officials, from our sister agencies like the
AJDC and the Jewish Agency for Palestine, We enjoy as well the full con-
fidence and support of the Central Committee of Liberated Jews., In re=-
cent weeks I have heard over and over again statements such as that made
to me in Frankfurt by Jedge Levinthal, Aidvisers on Jewish iAffairs to
General Clay, "The ORT is making a tremendous contribution to the re=-
habilitation of our people in Germany, It is the only agency which is
making a positive contribution of importance in that regard.”

I could go ‘on and on in describing and lauding the work of ORT among our
people in Central Europe., A first-hand acquaintance with the work and
with our devoted coworkers imbues one with a sense of gratefulness for
being permitted to participate in this great work, which is not only
meking a valuable contribution to the future lives of DP's in other lands,
but it is also making its direct and visible contribution to the lives of
people in the camps today, Two examples will illustrate this second point,
Students in our dental mechanics laboratory at Bergen Belsen have executed
607 pieces of mouth work, ranging from crowns to full bridges, for the
people of Bergen Belsen, In the U,S, Zone of Germany, ORT is conducting

a number of courses to train nurses aides., The young women trained in
these courses will shortly be making their contribution to pre and post-
natal infant care in the DP camps.

It is my firm conviction that ORT will more than achieve the goals it set
for itself for Germany and dustria in 1947, Our entire organization is
determined that by the end of the year ORT shall have gained recognition
from everyone concerned as having done the best job of any voluntary society
attached to IR0, Our organization will not rest until we have made ORT
work in Germany and Austria the equal of ORT work anywhere in the world,
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LATEST NEWS ABOUT NEUST.DT

Because of the intense interest that has been expressed
concerning the fate of the ORT Maritime School at Neustadt

(See Weekly Summary Nos. 21 and 24), we are fortunate that
Captain David Kravitz, director of the Neustadt ORT school,
arrived in New York at about the same time as Mr. Walinsky.
After the two conferred on the latest developments Mr. Walinsky
made the following statement:

From the day the ORT School for Maritime Trades was opened early in Junme,
the British military authorities have done their best to hamper and destroy
it. Their animus is explainable only by i .cir apparent fear that the school
would be useful for illegal purposes, i.e., to train divers who would par-
ticipate in illegal immigration activities off the shore of Palestine, the
use of radio transmitters to assist in such movements, etc. The legal
pretext which the military authorities used to hamper us was the allegation
that while the school had been authorized by UNRRA, the UNRRA officials

had failed to obtain the necessary approval of the military authorities
(there was no question that ORT had followed the correct prccedure in or-
ganizing the school).

The persecution of our school took various forms. First, there was the threat
that the electric power would be cut off, Ncxt came & warning that equipment
and personnel who had arrived at the school aftcr a given date would have to
be sent away. Finally, toward the end of July came a four point semi-official

programs
1) The school would be permitted to continue.

2) The school could no longer be a school for maritime trades, in name or in
deed

3) All diving and related equipment would have to be surrendered to the
Royal Navy, or sent out of the Zone,

4) ORT would have to agree to accept ten per cent of non-Jewish students.

On receipt of this nows I went immediatcly to the British Zone for discussions
with representatives of the Jewish agencies and the Central Committec for
Liberated Jews, preliminary to discussions with the control authorities. It
was clcar that at the moment the principal fight had to bec made on the question
of the numerus clause for non-Jewish students which the military authoritics
were attempting to impose. I, therefore, made it very plain to Colonel
Vredenberg, the Deputy Executive officer of the DP and PW Division at Lemgo,
that ORT could not agree to such a proposal, no matter how serious the con-
sequences might be. In this connection I pointed out that while ORT had
frequently, of its own volition, admitted non-Jewish students to its schools
and trained them, what was involved in this case was not a question of Jow or
non-Jew, but of persecutee and recent persecutor (the non-Jewish population
from whom the students would be drawn is predominately Balt-Estonians, Latvians,
and the like). .is a result of this conference on iugust 26, Colonel Vreden=-
berg stated that he would recommend that the demand for the enforced admission
of non-Jewish students be dropped. Beforc leaving Paris September 7, I re-
ceived word from Mrs. lowshowitz, icting Director of the British Zone, Germany,
that the meeting at Kiel on September 2 had dropped this demand.

ORT has thus scored its initial victory in defense of the school at Neustadt.
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We now have o zontl school which will be permitted to continue. It remains

to press the amendment of the other conditions which would change completely
the character of the Moritime Trade School at Neustadt. To this end I have
written to the British Forcign Office, in response to the letter quoted in
Weekly Summary # 24, pointing out that implementation of the decision to change
Tho namc ond choracter of work in the Maritime Treode Schoul ot Heust.dt would be
contrary to the assuronce expressed by the Forcign Office. It has, meanwhile,
been madc plain to the quthorities in the British Zone that tentative accepb-
ance of the decision to change the name has been on the part of our local
officials only, and that the matter has been referred to our Exccutive Board
and to our representatives in London for further appropriate action."

DR. BORIS SUROWICH RETURNS

Dr. Boris Surowich, after a successful fund-raising campaign in South america,
has Jjust returned to the U.S.ie efter an absence of 16 months. The most
recent countries where Dr. Surowich cempaigned were the Dutch West Indien
islands, Curaceo and iruba, wherce he collected the amazing total of $7,046.93
($5,201.91 in Curacao and $1,845.02 in iruba). As an cxcoption to the
general rule, Dr. Surowich was granted pernission to transfer this amount

to the U.S.i. in dollars.

The Governor of furacto, Mr. P. Kasteel, wrote a letter to Dr. Surowich that
we are pleased to reprint in full:

GOUVERNEUR WILLEMST.DT August 13, 1947

CURLCLO

Deor Dr. Surowich:

"The program of the Organization for Rohabilitation through Training
is on excellent one to nssist Jewish refugees.

"In helping the victims of persecution to become skilled labarcrs
the Organization assists them individuallys it gives them thc pos-
sibility of building new homes end of onjoying again humen dignity.
The people of the Netherlands, zlthough they too have an extremely
difficult task of reconstruction after tho terrible war thoy wont
through, did not hesitate to offer hospitality - to 25,000 Jewish
rcfugees, helping them along the line of the program of the ORT

to rcbuild their lives.

"oy less denscly populated countriecs do the someé SO that according
to the noble words of the President of the United States the work
of ORT may ‘'awaken people everywhere to the truth that the rcha-
bilitation of the world is & cooperative rosponsibility.'” l/

Yours sincerely
(signed)
P. Kasteel

given by the ORT Labor Committee in honor of William Green, Prcsident
of the .merican Fedcration of Lebor on February 19, 1947.
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NEWS FROM .BROLD

FROM S..0 P.ULO

Sao Paulo ORT Receives Government Recognition - Through decree No. 23549
of the Brozilian Baucotion nnd Heolth authoritics of Lugust 18, 1947,

the Sao Paulo ORT School has becn gronted the same rights as the Federal
Goverament Schools., The diplomas issued by the Sao Paulo ORT School will
now be equivalent to those issued by the Government Schools. The school
hes changed its name to "Escola Industrial ORT de Szo Pazulo”,

(Source: Letter from the Federacion ORT Sudomericans, Buenos .ires,
September 2, 1947.)

FROM ITLLY

In Hilan, a council of 10 industrialists and technicians was created to

further and control the activities of the Purchasing Department of World

ORT Union, Itely. ;
The Department is presided over by Engincer G. Jarach and menaged by Engincer |
V. Lipski. The newly appointed advisory council includes gpgcialists in

machines and equipment for various treades.

(Sources Rclease from the Informotion and Instruction Department, ORT Union,
Goneva., )

DOCULIEENTS RECEIVID

Bulletin of the South ifrican ORT-OSE, Vol. X, No. 8 of .ugust 1, 1947,

Johannesburg. The Annual Report Issue, published on the occasion of the
Angnual General lleeting of the South .frican ORT-OSE which took place in

Johannesburg on JLugust 17, 1947.

ORT Francais Bulletin D'Information, July 1947, including an editorial by
Dr. &. Syagalowski "Schools for dJews or Jewish Schools™ and reports on the
opening of the Strasbourg ORT School and the ORT laritime School in Mar-
seilles, as well as articles on ORT activities end ORT conferences.

FROM OTHER SOURCES

The War ,ssets .dministration has refused to sell the Quoddy Village at a

100% discount because this project has not becn recognized as an educational
project in the meaning of the Surplus Property ..ct, according to a news
dispatch from Washington, published in the J.T.i. Bulletin of September 7, 1947,
Consequently, the project of ilr. Frank Cohen to train 25,000 DP families in
Quoddy Village for immigration to Latin .imerican countries has met with a
scrious setback.
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APPENDIX &

TABULATION OF ORT GRADUATES AMERICAN ZONE GERMANY

FROM JANUARY 1, TO AUGUST L, 1947

SCHOOL TRADE M0y OF: TUTAL SCHOOL TRADE NO. OF TOTAL
STUDENTS STUDENTS
Landsberg Dressmaking 31 Stuttgart Bookkeeping 8
Zeilsheim p 24 Bad Reichen-
Munich ” 2 hall , 37
Leipheim . 21 Ainring . 10 55
Stuttgart » 18 Stuttgart Tool Making 4
Gabersee o 27 Leipheim v ” 11
Feldafing » 22 Heidenheim - 2 17
Pocking » 17 Bad Reichenhall " " 5
Eschwege o 24 205 Munich - o - 41
Gabersee Cutting Men 17 Stuttgart Millinery 13
Bad Reichenhall B o 56 Landsberg . 4
Zeilsheim e ey 11 Zeilsheim . 10
Feldafing S 42 Munich " 11 38
Bad Woerishofen u. 16 Stuttgart Motion Pict's ~ 7
Neu Ulm P 10 Munich . - 3
Schwaebish Hall L 19 '} Foehrenwald % 5 11 21
Eschwege 8= 18 /| Wasserburg Fashion De-
Wasseralfingen " 14 203 signers 1 1
Pocking Auto=-ifechanics 77 Landsberg Electro-Techn. 4
Munich s 19 Leipheim 9 ” 15
Leipheim . 18 Munich i o 11 30
Gabersee v 1 Munich Typewriter TN
Ainring - 4 116 Repair 12
Foehrenwald Cutting Women 15 Bad Reichenhall " 13 25
Munich 5 Vs A 12 Foehrenwald Knitting TR 36
Wasseralfingen " o 42 Stuttgart Dental Mech. 19 19
Bad Reichenhall " » 14 83 || Munich Lingery %0 20
Zeilsheim Corset Meking 26 Stuttgart Goldsmithing ~ 5 5
Landsberg i . 12 Windsheim Cosmetics Yz 4 7
Feldafing - " 8 Landsberg Construction ~—
Munich . " 18 64 ork 6 6
Landsberg Radio B T Feldafing Boot Making ~ 7 7
Foehrenwald . 14 Munich Chem. Techn. ~ 5 5
Bad Reichenhall " 7 Pocking Paper-Hanging ~ & 3
Heidenheim . 13 e e £
Leipheim v 8 Sub-Total: 298
Munich " 12 62
Sub-Totals 733

GRAND TOTAL: 1,031




