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FLASH

Mr. LouisJ. Walinsky„DirectorWorldORTUnion,Germanyand
Austria,has arrivedin the U. S. A. for a stayof two weeks.
Uponhis arrivalhe madethe followingstatementregarding
ORTwork in Europeand especiallyin the DP trainingcenters
in GermanyandAustria:

The ORTwork in Europehas expandedtremendouslyduring1947. In every
countryORT has met the challengeto providevocationaltrainingoppor-
tunitiesfor Jewsin desperateneedof ourwork to bolstertheirmorale,
to equipthemto earna livingin the countriesof theirchoice,and to
improvetheirchancesfor emigrationto suchcountries.

Betweenthe end of 1946andJuly19472the numberof ORTtraineesin
Europeincreasedfrom9,827to 14,797-- an increaseof 51%. In some
countries,of course,the increasehas beenmuch greaterthanthat
indicatedby the average. In Belgiumfor instance,the numberof ORT
studentsundertrainingincreasedby 180%;in Bulgaria255%;in Holland
177%. In GermanyandAustria,the increasehas been95%.

Thistremendousexpansionin the scopeof ORT trainingactivitiesdoes
not takeintoaccountthe very substantialnumberof studentsalready
graduatedfromour schools.(SeeExhibitA) The sizeof the jobdone
is magnifiedmanytimeswhen one takesintoaccountthedifficulties
involvedin organizingand equippingvocationaltrainingschools.

More important,however,is the factthatnot onlyhas the scopeof ORT
work increased,but thatthe qualityof the work donehas greatlyimp.
proved. Thisis particularlytrue in Germanyand Austriawhereour vo-
cationaltrainingactivitieshad to be hastilyorganizedunderthe most
adverseconditions.Tremendousobstaclesin obtainingmaterials,ade-
quatebuildings,skilledteachers,and in developingnew accelerated
coursesof studyhad to be_overcome.Not leastof thedifficultiesfaced
was the constantlyehlftingpopulationin the camps,the poor moraleof
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the DP's,and the sacrificeswhichtrainingin the ORT schoolsimposedon
our students,sincetheirstudiespreventedthemfromengagingin other
activitiesto improvetheirimmediatelivingconditions.ORThas over-
cometheseobstacles.It has recruitedand is traininga hugestaffof al-
most600 instructorsin GermanyandAustria. It has organizeda flowof
supplies,transport,and skilledtechnicalpersonnelwho are makinga most
valuablecontributionto the work. It has overcomethe apathyof theDP1s,
and convincedthemof thevalueof the ORTvocationaltrainingprogram.
It has establishedin GermanyandAustriamorethan60 schools,someof which,
suchas Landsberg,Villseck,Heidenheim,Neu-Ulm,Bad Reichenhall,Salzburg
and Neustadtwouldwin highpraiseanywherein theworld,includingtheU.S.
The work in Germanyis characterizedby a markedintensityand tempo. Our
peopleare completelydevotedandworkaroundthe clocksevendays a week.
Districtand zoneconferences,new coursesof study,new testmaterials,
visualaids,-- theseand othernew activitiesare borneveryday.

To illustratethe recognitiongainedby ORT'swork in Germany,I am happy
to say thatin September,ORTwill commencein DistrictBamberg-Regensburg
a coursein industrialchemistrywhoseDP studentswill be sentby the
Universityof Erlangen,whichwillgivefulluniversitycreditfor their
studiesin the ORT school.

_Alreadythework of ORT has won the highestrespectand praisefromthe
militaryauthoritiesand IRO officials,fromour sisteragencieslikethe
AJDC and the JewishAgencyforPalestine.We enjoyas wellthc fullcon-
fidenceand supportof the CentralCommitteeof LiberatedJews. In re-
centweeksI haveheardoverand overagainstatementssuchas thatmade
to me in Frankfurtby JedgeLevinthal,Ildviserson Jewish,Iffairsto
GeneralClay,"TheORT is makinga tremendouscontributionto the re-
habilitationof our peoplein Germany. It is the onlyagencywhichis
makinga positivecontributionof importancein thatregard."

I couldgo'onand on in describingand laudingthework of ORTamongour
peoplein CentralEurope. A first-handacquaintancewiththe workand
with our devotedcoworkersimbuesonewith a senseof gratefulnessfor
beingpermittedto participatein thisgreatwork,whichis not only
makinga valuablecontributionto the futurelivesof DP'sin otherlands,
but it is alsomakingitsdirectand visiblecontributionto the livesof
peoplein the campstoday. Two exampleswill illustratethissecondpoint.
Studentsin our dentalmechanicslaboratoryat BergenBelsenhaveexecuted
607 piecesof mouthwork,rangingfromcrownsto fullbridges,for the
peopleof BergenBelsen. In theU.S. Zoneof Germany,ORT is conducting
a numberof coursesto trainnursesaides. The youngwomentrainedin
thesecourseswill shortlybe makingtheircontributionto pre and post-
natalinfantcarein the DP camps.

It is my firmconvictionthatORTwillmorethanachievethe goalsit set
for itselffor Germanyand ziustriain 1947. Our entireorganizationis
determinedthc,tby the end of theyear CRT shallhavegainedrecognition
fromeveryoneconcernedas havingdonethe bestjob of anyvoluntarysociety
attachedto IRO. Our organizationwill not restuntilwe havemadeORT
work in GermanyandAustriathe equalof ORTwork anywherein theworld.
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UTEST NEWS ABOUT NEUSTADT

• Because of the intense interestthat has been expressed
concerningthe fate of the ORT Maritime School at Neustadt
(See WeeklySummaryNos. 21 and 24), we are fortunatethat
CaptainDavid Kravitz, directorof the Neustadt ORT school,
arrived in New York at about the same time as Mr. Walinsky.
After the two conferredon the latest developmentsMr. Nalinsky
made the followingstatement:

From the day the ORT School for Maritime Tradeswas opened early in June,
the Britishmilitary authoritieshave done their best to hamper and destroy
it. Their animus is explainableonly by t-'eirapparent fear that the school
would be useful for illegal purposes,i.e., to train diverswho would par-
ticipate in illegal immigrationactivitiesoff the shore of Palestine,the
use of radio transmittersto assist in such movements,etc. The legal
pretextwhich the military authoritiesused to hamper us was the allegation
that while the school had been authorizedby UNRRA, the UNRRA officials
had failed to obtain the necessaryapproval of the military authorities
(therewas no questionthat ORT had followedthe correct prccedurein or-
ganizing the school).

The persecutionof our school took various forms. First, there was the threat
that the electricpower would be cut off. Next came a warning that equipment
and personnelwho had arrived at the school after a given date would have to
be sent away. Finally, toward the end of July came a four point scmi-official
program:

111 1) The school would be permittedto continue.

The school could no longer be a school for maritime trades, in name or in
deed

All diving and related equipmentwould have to be surrenderedto the
Royal Navy, or sent out of the Zone.

ORT would have to agree to accept ten per cent of non-Jewishstudents.

On receipt of this news I went immediatelyto the British Zone for discussions
with representativesof the Jewish agenciesand the Central Committeefor
Liberated Jews, preliminaryto discussionswith the control authorities. It
was clear that at the moment the principalfight had to be made on the question
of the nui-aerusclause for non-Jewishstudentswhich the military authorities
wore attemptingto impose. I, therefore,made it very plain to Colonel
Vredenberg,the Deputy Executive officer of the DP and FW Division at Lemgo,
that ORT could not agree to such a proposal,no matter how serious the con-
sequencesmight bo. In this connectionI pointed out that while ORT had
frequently,of its own volition,admittednon-Jewishstudents to its schools
and trained them, what was involved in this case was not a question of Jew or
non-Jew, but of persecuteeand recent persecutor(the non-Jewishpopulation
from whom the studentswould be drawn is predominatelyBalt-Estonians,Latvians,
and the like). As a result of this conferenceon August 26, Colonel Vreden-
berg stated that he would recommendthat the demand for the enforcedadmission
of non-Jewishstudentsbe dropped. Before leaving Paris September 7, I re-
ceivedword from Mrs. idowshowitz,Acting Director of the British Zono, Germany,
that the meeting at Kiel on September2 had dropped this demand.

ORT has thus scored its initialvictory in defense of the school at Neustadt.
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We now have a zonal schoolwhich will be permittedto continuo. It remains

to press the amendment of the other conditionswhich wou
ld change completely

the characterof the Maritime Trado School at Neustadt. To this end I have

written to the British Foreign Office, i
n responseto the letter quoted in

WeeklySummary# 24, pointing out that implementationof the decisionto change

the name and characterof work in the Maritime Treele,SchoA. at Neust_dtw3uld"be

contraryto the assuranceexpressedby the Foreign Office. It has, meanwhile,

been madc plain to the authoritiesin the British Zone that tentativeaccept-

ance of the decision to change the name has been on the part of our local

officialsonly, and that the matter has boon referredto our ExecutiveBoard

and to our representativesin London for further appropriateactio
n."

DR. BORISSUROWICHRETURNS


Dr. Boris Surowich,after a successfulfund-raisingca
mpaignin South America,

has just returnedto the U.S.A. after an absence of 16 months. The most

recent countrieswhere Dr. Surowich campaignedwere the Dutch West Indien

islands,Curacao and Aruba
, where he collectedthe amazing total of 47,046.93

(45,201.91in Curacao and $1,845.02 in Aruba). As an exceptionto the

general rule, Dr. Surowichwas granted permissionto transfer this amount

to the U.S.A. in dollars.

The Governor of Curacao,Mr. P. Kasteel,wrote a letter to Dr. Surowiehthat

wo arc pleased to reprint in full:

GOUVERNEUR
WILLEMSTADT August13, 1947


CURACAO

Dear Dr. Surowich:

"The program of the Organizationfor Rehabilitationthrough Tr
aining

is an excellentone to assist Jewish refugees.

"In helping the victims of persecutionto become skilled labarers

the Organizationassists them
individually;it gives them the pos-

sibilityof buildingnew homes and of enjoyingagain human dignity.

The people of the Netherlands,althoughthe
y too have an extremely

difficulttask of reconstructionafter the terriblewar they went

through,did not hesitate to offer hospitality:to 25,000 Jewish

refugees,helping them along the line of the program of the ORT

to rebuildtheir lives.

"May loss densely populatedcountri
esdo the same so that according

to the noble werds of the Presidentof the United States the work

of ORT may 'awakenpeople everywhereto the truth that the reha-

bilitationof the world is a cooperativeresponsibilit
y.'"

Yours sincerely


(signed)

P. Kastoel

1( From a message from PresidentTruman, sent on the occasionof a dinner

given by the ORT Labor Committee in honor of William Green, President

of the American Federationof Labor on February 19, 1947.
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NEWS FROM ABROAD

FROM SAO ELULO

Sao Paulo ORT ReceivesGovernmentRecognition.- Throughdecree No. 23549
of the BrazilianEducation and Health Authoritiesof August 18, 1947,
the Sao Paulo ORT School has been granted the samo rights as the Federal
GovernmentSchools. The diplomas issued by tho Sao Paulo ORT School will
now be equivalentto those issued by the GovernmehtSchools. The school
has changed its name to "Escola IndustrialORT de Sao Paulo".

(Source: Letter from the FederacionORT Sudamericana,Buenos,dros,
September2, 1947.)

FROM ILLY

In Milan, a council of 10 industrialistsand technicianswas created to
further and control the activitiesof the PurchasingDepartment of World
ORT Union, Italy.

The Department is presidedover by EngineerG. Jarach and managed by Engineer
V. Lipski. The newly appointedadvisorycouncil includesL7pcialistsin
machines and equipmentfor various trades.

(Source: Release from the Informationand InstructionDepartment,ORT Union,
Genova.)

DOCUEENTS RECEIVED

Bulletin of the South African ORT-OSE,Vol. X, No. 8 of August 1, 1947,
Johannesburg. The Annual Report Issue, publishedon the occasionof the
4nual General Meeting of the South African ORT-OSEwhich took place in
Johannesburgon ;.ugust17, 1947.

ORT Francais BulletinD'Information,July 1947, includingan editorialby
Dr. A. Syngalowski"Schoolsfor Jews or Jewish Schools" and reports on the
opening of the StrasbourgORT School and the ORT Maritime School in Mar-
seilles, as well as articles on ORT activitiesand ORT conferences.

FROM OTHER SOURCES

The War Assets Administrationhas refused to sell the Quoddy Village at a
100% discount because this project has not been recognizedas an educational
project in the meaning of the Surplus ?ronerty,Ict,according to a news
dispatch from Washington,published in the J.T.,1.Bulletin of September 7, 1947.
Consequently,the project of Mr. Frank Cohen to train 25,000 DP families in
Quoddy Village for immigrationto Latin .:,mericancountrieshas met with a
serious setback.

•
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TABULATIONOF ORT GRADUATESAMERICANZONEGERMANY
FROM JANUARY1, TOAUGUST1, 1947


SCHOOLTRADE•NO. OF
STUDENTS

TOTAL SCHOOLTRADENO. OF
STUDENTS

TOTAL

LandsbergDressmaking
ffZeilsheim
ftMunich
ItLeipheim
IfStuttgart
ftGabersee
ftFeldafing
ItPocking
ItEschwege

31

24
21
21
18

27
22
17

24 205


203

116

83

64

62

StuttgartBookkeeping
Bad Reichen-

fthall
Ainring
StuttgartTool Making

IfIfLeipheim
IfHeidenheim
ftBad Reichenhall"

Munich 11ff

StuttgartMillinery
ftLandsberg
IfZeilsheim
ftMunich

StuttgartMotion Pict's
Munich
Foehrenwald
WasserburgFashion De-

signers
LandsbergElectro-Techn.--4

ftItLeipheim
ftMunich

MunichTypewriter
Repair

Bad Reichenhall"
FoehrenwaldKnitting
StuttgartDental Mech.
MunichLingery
StuttgartGoldsmithing
WindsheimCosmetics
LandsbergConstruction

Work
FeldafingBoot Making
MunichChem. Techn.
PockingPaper-Hanginu

Sub-Total:

8

37
10
4
11

17
5

4


- TT
4
10
11

55


41


38

21

1

30

25
15
19
20
5

7

6
7

5

3

GaberseeCutting Men
Bad Reichenhall fttf

Zeilsheim ft ft

Feldafing ftfl

IfBad Woerishofen
Neu Ulm ft

ftftSchwaebishHall
ftftEschwege
ItIfWasseralfingen

17

56
11

42
16

10
19
18
14

7
3
11

1

15

11

PockingAuto-Mechanics
ftMunich
ffLeipheim
ftGabersee

Ainring ft

77
19
18

1

1 12
13

77.
FoehrenwaldCutting Women
Munich ft 'ft

Wasseralfingen "
tt

Bad Reichenhall"
ZeilsheimCorset Making
Landsberg IfIf

ftftFeldafing
ftftMunich

15
12

42
14

26
12
8
18

19
20


-- 1T

7

6
LandsbergRadio
Foehrenwald 11


Bad Reichenhall"
Heidenheim ff

Leipheim ft

Munich ft

8
14
7

13
8

12

7
— 7

3




298

Sub-Total: 733

GRANDTOTLL:1,031
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