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NEWS FROM ABROAD

GRADUATION IN BUDAPEST

A few days ago the first postwar graduation was held in the reestablished
Technical High School in Budapest, which was reopened in 1945. This school
has a four-year curriculum, and it is almost a miracle that now, only two
years after the opening, graduation could be held. Even more miraculous

is the fact that this group of 22 graduates included 12 of the 42 Jewish
boys who had entered the school in 1943. The other 10 graduates were non-
Jewish boys who had attended other trade schools in Hungary but had been
attracted by the good reputation of the ORT school and had, therefore,
eapplied for admission to finish their training there.

1943 was the hardest of all the war years. The ORT teachers remained at
their posts to the very last. The work in the workshops as well as in the
classes was continued even under the most dangerous conditions, until the
bombardments and the intensified anti-semitic regime forced the pupils to
flee... The instructors, however, knew their hide-outs and the pupils took
turns in communicating with the instructors. Written tasks and worked-out
problems were secretly transmitted to the pupils and returned to the teachers.
Thus, matters went until the last storm came in March 1944 and disrupted this
comradely relationship. Thirty of the boys went the rond to martyrdom, which
millions of Jews were forced to go. After the liberation in the spring of
1945, only the 12 now graduated returned.

The examinations were held before experts of the Ministrios of Trade and
Education. During the examinations, the linister of Education, Dr. Julius
Ortutay, personally, paid the school a visit. Greatly impressed by the
pupils' work, the Minister promisoed from now on to do everything in his
power to further the ORT schools,

The Geneva ORT Central Office sent the 22 graduates a congratulatory nessagc,

Requests for admittance rrom new pupils already by far surpass the number of
vacancies. A parallel class and a new workshop had to be opencd.

(Source: Release from the Informetion and Instruction Department, ORT Union
Geneva, )
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NEWS FROM ABROAD (continued)

FROM SWI'{ZERLAND

A troining workshop.for furriecrs was rocently csthblished at St. Gall. Two
rcasons for the opening of This course by the Siwiss ORT are: The prosent
lack of craftsmen in that trade which makes itself felt even in Switzerland,
and the fact that old people, for whom other manual work might be too stren-
uous, can easily learn and work in this trade.

The enrollment of pupils was encouraging, as was to be expected. Under the
direction of an experienced specialist, 32 refugess and immigrants are given
theoretical as well as practical training in the treatment (cutting, tacking,
ond repairing) and use of various kinds of furs Recently, another specialist
was engaged to give instruction in operating fur-sewing maechines,

The instructor's reports show clearly that all the students (among them some
of more than 50 years of age) are working diligently and take a great interest
in their work. In the course of two months, "not a single student has stayed
away from his work". The final examination is scheduled for September, It

is expected that the graduates of this ORT training workshop will have no .
difficulty in finding well-paid jobs in Switzerland or in other countries,

(Source: Release from the Information and Instruction Department, Geneva, )

Shipments from Switzerland - 123 large chests with machines and tools left -
witzerland on July 1 or Poland und Germany. The transport of machines,
tools, and materials sent to Lunich by truck from ORT Union Geneva included
thrce complete sets of equipment for radio-technical workshops as well as
considerable material and equipment for a variety of other courses. The
transport to Poland, which was shipped through the good offices of the Intor-
national Red Cross containcd instriments and tocls for watch repair and dental
mechanics, as well as sewing machines ond a complete set of equipment for a
radio-technical workshop.

From Bucarest, the Geneva ORT Center roceivod acknowledgoment of the arrival

of a tronsport including a complote set of cquipment for a training workshop
for watch repair, This trausport had beon shipped some weeks ago, also through
the International Red Cross. Its arrivel was well received, especially on
account of the excellent quality of the machines and tools.

(Source: Release from the Informstion and Instruction Department, Genova.)

FROM GERIANY

BRITISH ZONE

Visits of Brigadicrs Marshall ond Troup to the Hanover Region

On July 18th, 1947, Brigadiors Marshall and Troup, lajor Kirby, €.C.G., and
various membors of Voluntary Agencies, working in the Area, visited several
camps and schools in the Hanover region, .4t first the party inspected the
ORT Agricultural School, ihlem, wherc they were obviously impressed by the
students' achiovements. From there thoy proceeded to camp Vinnhorst, and to
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NE..S FROM 4RRO.D (continued)

camp Ohcstrasse, Hanover, whore they inspeetod our schools and sow the auto-
mechanics, welding, radio and elcctrical courses at work.,

ifterwards e meeting was held at the ORT office at which pending problems
were discusseds Brigadier lMarshall cxprosscd great sympathy towards our
work and promised close cooperation in solving the probloms which had been
placed beforc him. In sumaing up he statcd his surprise at the remarkable
cleanliness and tidiness of the living quarters of the camps in gencral and
commented most favorably on the work he had scen in the ORT schools.

Neustadt
m

It is disturbing to report that at the same time when high represcntatives
of the British Military autlhorities appeared to be impresscd with ORT work,
we have received the sad tidings that the ORT School for Maritime Irades in
Neustadt is thrcatcened with closure by the same British Military authoritics.
The British have already rufused to give the school the ration of clectric
current which is necessory for regular training. The school, which had bcen
opened with the help of UNRRA and with the permission of thc British Military
Government, had alrcady admitted over 100 students who had partly been trans-
ferred to Neustadt from Bergen-Belson., In addition, at Bergen-Belsen another
100 students have already cnrolled and are awaiting transportation to Neustadt.
The British apparontly desire to make the facilitics at Neustadt available to
the indigenous German population, ORT officials in the British Zone and in
Paris arc appealing the deocision and hope to secure the continuation of the
Neustadt school.

(Sources: Report from ORT Headquarters in the British Zone, July 1947 and
memo from Mr. 4. Vear to Dr. Lvovitch of July 11, 1947,)

LMERIC,N ZONE

VISIT LT VINDSHEIM

Dr. Samuel Steinberg, ORT Deputy Director, .merican Zone, Germany, had a
"thrilling expericnce" when he attended the cclebration of the opening of a
new school building at Vindsheim in tho Regensburg area.

"The people of the comp turned out on masse to celebrate", Dr. Steinberg
wrote in a report to lr. Louis dJ. Jialinsky, Director of ORT work in
Germony and ..ustria, "Banners, posters, spoakers from elaborately
constructed platforms, food and 'libations” in the afternnon and a
'banquet' for the staff and visitors in the evening inspired everyone
presont - including the JDC and IRO representatives. I include the

latter itom ('libations' ang ‘banquet?) simply as anothur bit of evidence
of how much cun be done and is being done with meagre means....My hat

goos off to the students, teachers and people of the camp for their dcep
interest, imaginativeness, initiative used on behalf ot the ORT school.

I stress this fact because so often we fail to give credit where so much
credit belongs - to the non-descript, little people, whose¢ names do not
appear in reports or in the press, I stress this fact becausc there is an
implication for us in the future; we can cxpand our scrvices throughout the
Zone if we learn to tap the huge reservoir of local talent and enthusiasm,"
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NE/iS FROM ..BRO.LD (coatinued)

Dr. Steinberg then made several recommendations, mentioning the offer made to
ORT by Dr. G. Stiechl, vediatrician of the PCIRO hospital, to volunteer his
services to conduct a child care theory and practice class, and concludes his
report with the following paragraph:

"Let us got Mr. Hornitzer to tell us, at the next conference, shout the
very good work he is doing to make the ORT school o community -~ centercd
school. The dance I attended, to which ORT and non-ORT young people had
been invited, and which was supervised by members of the ORT foculty, was
a real, character-building activity. Dramaties and open-forum programs
are sloated for the future. In this conncction, may I cormend the j/inds-
heim faculty for their promotion of student sclf-government. .mong the
speakers of the afternoon were a young radio student, president of the
Student Ceuncil, and another young - old studont (& man of 52) whose

theme was 'Life bogins at 50!.%

Sccond Seminar for ORT Instructors in Dressmoking - On July 24, the second
seminar for instructors in dressmoking was opened in liunich. For two wecks,
30 ORT instructors were given the opportunity to specialize in cutting of
dresscs and to learn ncw pedagogical and technical methads.

New ORT Courses in Munich - .. course in window-dressing with 17 students and
' a coursc for well-diggers were opened in Munich. This lattor course is of
special interest for future immigrants to Palestine,

Groduation in the /moerican Zone ~ 103 students were graduated from various
cutting courses in Bschwege, Bad Reichonhall ond Feldafing. ORT diplomas
were given to the students of the dressmaking omd millinery courses in the
Stuttgart ORT school on July 23,

(Source: Veekly Summary, ORT Union Munich, July 21-28, 1947.)

NE..S FROM .MERIC.

NEIV YORK OFFICE, 1JORLD ORT UNION

finonecial
In enticipation of the receipt of periodic 2nd educational statistical report
forms from our Headquarters Offices, Nationzl Organizations and Individual
Schools, a Statistical .nalysis Section has boen established in the Financial
and Accounting Office of ilorld ORT Union., MNr. Lawrence J. Keplan, formerly
on economist in the federal govermment service and o colleague of both ifr,
holinsky and Mr. Sard, has bcen cngaged as Chicf of the Statistical inalysis
Scction. lie are confident that lLir. Koplan will moke o vital contribution to
the work of the Financizl and wccounting Office, particularly in assisting in
the establishment of a uniform world roporting systems The major responsi-
bility of the Statisticol wnalysis Scction will be to process and analyze the
data as thoy come in, making such reports as are necessary.
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Three woeks ago, ongincer Bischitz, director of the ORT weaving school in
Schondorf, near lunich, arrivcd in the United States. Born in Czcchoslovekia,
he was graducted from the Technical Institute of Brucnn and worked for 7 years
a8 on cngineer in Lithuanie wherc he mot Jacob Olciski, former director of the
Kowno ORT school. Uhon the Germons coame to Lithuania, Bischitz was confined
to the ghetto, which was later tronsformed into a concentration coamp. From
there he was deported to Dachau where he worked as a forced laborer together
with Oleiski and cnother friend of his, cngineer Hoffman. On May 1, 1945, all
three were liberated by the .merican «riy. Early in 1946, ot the suggostion
of ir. Olciski, Bischitz and Hoffman initicted a weeving class for DP's on
bohalf of ORT. UNRRA gave them a certificate pormitting the acquisition of
looms and raw material for the coursc, They managed to buy looms from bombod-
out factorics. From operating factories thoy received raw materials from which
they wove fabric which was then returned to the factorics, They started in a
small basement at Schondorf with 2 looms and 4 pupils. Today the class has
light rooms in & good school building ond is cquipped with 10 looms and trains
16 pupils at a time. Tho course lasts 6 rmonths. Severel of the graduates
have alroady found positions as weavers in Gorman factorios. Othors have
emigrated and will be well qualified to work in wny large textile factory,
iLfter the emigration of Mr. Bischitz, Mr., Hoffman rcmained in charge of the
woeaving class in Schondorf,

"ORT is vory popular in France" is the genoral statement made b Myron Kowarsky,
leading member of the QRT Committee in Nice, who arrived for a short stay in the
United States. "The Fronch Government" he said, "is oxtremely fair in its
attitude towards tho rofugecs ond DP's aad gives them every opportunity to
rebuild their lives, ORT is doing o splendid job in the ficld of training

and rchabilitating the Jews in France ond cnjoys the Government's supnort in

its work.

"In Nice," Mr. Kownrsky roported, "about 160 students have attended ORT courses
in the school year from September 1946 to September 1947, Therc are many more
Jewish women thon men. This accounts for the fact that we have more training
courses for women than for men. Courses for women are concentrated on dress-
making, hairdroessing, beouty culture, and knitting and weaving, while the men
are trained chiefly in photography and shirt-moking."

ORT PUBLICITY

4n intercsting article about ORT work in Northern Italy appeared in the July 18
issue of Unzer Stime, Paris, by lir. I. Orbach, who recently toured Italy.

In a letter from Chile, whioh appearocd in Unzor Stimo, Paris, on July 1lth, high
praise is expressed regarding ORT's contribution to the development of Jewish
cconomic lifo and the work of the ORT Trade School in Santiago.

The Stars and Stripes, European Edition, of July 26, 1947, on its front page
carrics o picturc showing Judge Louis E. Lovinthal, new adviser on Jowish af-
fairs to the military governor, and Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, whom he succecds,
looking at a statuc made by an ORT student., The statue shows a GI giving first
aid to a nowly liberated DP.




Weekly Summary s 21 sGu
. ORT PUBLICITY (conti ued)

Der Noue ieg. German languoge publication of the Jewish comnunity in Vienna,
in issue No. 14 of sugust 1947, publiishes on article by Harry Branton, Deputy
Director of ORT wustria, cntitled:s "Lost Youth or Jeawish Regeneration?", In
this article, MNr. Bronton pppeals to the Austrian Jewish youth to lecarn a
trade in order to be able to cooperatc in tho recomstruction of the war-torn
worlds

FROM OTHER SOQURCES

54,500 Jowish DP's listcd In Austria

A& roport 'n .wustria by the Preparatory Commission of the International Refugee
Organization presented to members of the United Nations Special Committcc on
Pelestine, stutes that there ar. at present 34,500 Jewish disolaced persons in
the country, Of those, 31,400 arc living in comps and 3,100 outside, according
to a'special dispateh to the New York Times of August 11, 1947, by aAlbion Ross,
The articlc mentions the rclief and rchabilitation work carried on by Voluntury
wgencics on behalf of tho DP's in .ustriag, including the training projcects of
ORT.

IRO Offices Opencd In Geneva

Williom Hallan Tuek, recently elected oxecutive secrctary of the International
. Refugec Orgonization, assumed office in Genove on wugust 11, according to =

dispatch to the New York Times of iugust 12th, 1947. The agency announced

that its offices in London and Paris would be closed and their work transforred

to Goncewva,

Britein ind Conada To .Admit DP's For Spccianl Industries

~ccording to an issociated Press cable from Heidelberg (New York Times of
sdugust 13, 1947) Great Britain has signed an agrecment to accept 20,0Q0 women
from displaced porsons comps in the .imcrican occupation zone of Germany as
imaigrent workers in England, a spokesman of the Preparctory Commission of the
Internationnl Refugee Organization soid tonight. The women, 18 to 50 yeors alg,
will bo employed in thoe textile industrics, hospitals and laundrics and as
domestic or agricultural workers.

About 10,000 displaced pcrsons in the .merican occupied zone of Germony will
be moved te Canada for work in lumber and textile mills under plans now being
drawn up, officials of the International Refugee Organization at Heidelberg
announced today, according to an U.P. cable to the New York Times of sugust 13,

According to a J.T.i. cable of jugust 8, rcpresentatives of the Ganadian
clothing industry left for Burope to sclect from among the DP's skillcd garment
workers who will be brought to Canada vhere the industry faces o shortage, The
Government has granted permission for the admission of up to 2,500 necdle
workers.,




