
200 West 72nd Street
New York 23, N.Y.
Endicott 2-0556

R,STRICTEDCIRCULATION

THE WEEKLY SUMMARY

WORLD ORT UNION

Financialand Accounting Office

Vol. I No. 21 Week endingAugust 13, 1947

NEWSFROMABROAD

GRADUATIONIN BUDAPEST

few days ago the first postwar graduationwas held in the reestablished
TechnicalHigh School in Budapest,which WRS reopened in 1945. This school
has a four-yearcurriculum,and it is almost a miracle that now, only two
years after the opening,graduationcould be held. Even more miraculous
is the fact that this group of 22 graduates included12 of the 42 Jewish
boys who had entered the school in 1943. The other 10 graduateswere non-
Jewish boys who had attended other trade schoolsinHungary but had been
attractedby the good reputation of the ORT school and had, therefore,• applied for admission to finish their trainingthere.

1943 was the hardest of all the war years. The ORT teachersremainedat
their posts to the very last. The wark in the workshops as well as in the
classeswas continued even under the mast dangerous conditions,until the
bombardmentsand the intensifiedanti-semiticregime forced the pupils to
flee... The instructors,however, knew their hide-outsand the pupils took
turns in communicatingwith the instructors dritten tasks and worked-out
problemswere secretlytransmittedto the pupils and returned to the teachers.
Thus,matters went until the last storm came in March 1944 and disrupted this
comradelyrelationship. Thirtyof the boys went the road to martyrdom,which
millions of Jews were forced to go. After the liberationin the spring of
1945, only the 12 now graduated returned.

The examinationswere held before exports of the Ministriosof Trade and
Education. During the examlnations,the Minister of Education,Dr. Julius
Ortutay, personally,paid the school a visit. Greatly impressedby the
pupils'work, the Minister promised from naa on to do everythingin his
powor to further the ORT schools.

The Geneva ORT Central Office sent the 22 graduatesa congratulatoryIlossage.

Requests for admittance from new pupils already by far surpass the number of
vacancies. A parallel class and a new workshop had to be opened.

110 (Source: Release from the Informationand InstructionDepartment,ORT Union
Geneva.)
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NEWS FROMABROAD(continued)

FROMSWITZERLMCD,

A trainingvorkshop.Ter'fUrrierswas•recently eStablishedat St. Gall. Tworeasons for -aleopening of this:Courseby the SWiss ORT are: The presentlack of craftsmenin that trade which makes itself felt even in Switzerland,and the fact that old people, for whom ether manual work might be too Stren-uous, can easily learn and work in this trade.

The enrollmentof pupils was encouraging,as was to be expected. Under thedirectionof an experiencedspecialist,32 refugeesand immigrantsarc giventheoreticalas well as practicaltraining in the treatment(cutting,tacking,and repairing)and use of various hinds of fur. Recently,another specialistwas engagedto give instructionin operatingfur-sewingmachnes.

The instructor'sreports show clearly that all the students (among them SOMBof more than 50 years of age) are working diligentlyand take a great interestin their work. In the course of two months, "pot a single studenthas stayedaway from his work". The final examinationig scheduledfor September. Itis expectedthat the graduates of this ORT trainingworkshopwill have no'•difficultyin findingwell-paid jobs in Switzerlandor in other countries.

(Source: Release from the Informationand InstructionDepartment,Geneva.)

ShipmentsfromSwitzerland- 123 large chests with machines and tools left •Switzerlandon July 18th for Poland and Germany. The transportof machines,tools, and materials sent to idunichby truck from ORT Union Geneva includedthree complete sets of equipmentfor radio-technicalworkshops as well asconsiderablematerial and equipmentfor a variety of other courses. Thetransportto Poland,which was shipped through the good offices of the Inter-national Rod Cross contained instrments and tools for watch repair and dentalmechanics,as well as sewing machines and a complete set of equipmentfor aradio-technicalworkshop.

From Bucarest,the Geneva ORT Center receivedacknowledgementof the arrivalof a transportincludinga complete set of equipmentfor a trainingworkshopfor watch repair. This traesporthad been shipped some weeks ago, also throughthe InternationalRed Cross. Its arrivalwas well received, especiallyonaccoUnt of the excellentquality of the machines and tools.

(Source: Release from the Informationand InstructionDepartment,Geneva.)

FROM GERWAY

BRITISHZONE


Visits of Bri adicrs Marshall and Troup to the Hanover Rc ion

On July 18th, 1947, BrigadiersMarshalland Troup,Major Kirby, C.C.G., andvariousmembers of VoluntaryAgencies,working in the Area, visited severalcamps and schools in tho Hanover region. At first thc party inspectedtheORT AgrioulturalSchool,Ahlem, whore they wore obviouslyimpressedby thestudents' achievements. From there they proceeded to camp Vinnhorst,and to•
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camp Ohestrasse, Hanover, whcro thcy inepected our schools and saw the auto-mechanics, welding, radio and electrical eeerees at work.

Afterwards a meeting was hold at the ORT office at which pending problemswere discussed. Brigadier Marshall expressed groat sympathy towards ourwork and promised close cooperation in sehring the problems which had beenplaced before him. In summing up he stated his surprise at the remarkablecleanliness and tidiness of the living quarters of the camps in general andcommented most favorably on the work he had seen in the ORT schools.

Neustadt
11•1111.01M1.4.11111MMI.1•11.1•00

It is disturbing to report that at the same time when high representativesof the British Military authorities appeared to be impressed with ORT work,wo have received the sad tidings that the ORT School for Maritime Trades inNeustadt is threatened with closure by thc same British Military authorities.The British have already refused to give the school the ration of electriccurrent which is necessary for regular training. The school, which had beenopened with the help of UNRRAand with the permission of the British MilitaryGovernment, had already admitted over 100 students who had partly been trans-ferred to Neustadt from Bergen-Belson. In addition,• at Bergen-Belsen another100 students have already enrolled and are awaiting transportation to Noustadt.The British apparently desire to make the facilities at Neustadt available tothe indigenous German population. ORT officials in the British Zone and inParis are appealing the decision and hope to secure the continuation of theNeustadt school.

(Sources: Report from ORT Headquarters in the British Zone, July 1947 andmem from Mr. At. %rear to Dr. Lvovitch of July 11, 1947.)

AMERICANZONE

VISIT AT WINDSHEIM

Dr. Samuel Steinberg, ORT Deputy Director, American Zone, Germany, had a"thrilling experience" when he attended the celebration of the opening of anew school building at Iiindsheim in the Regensburg area.

"Tho people of the camp turned out en masse to celebrate", Dr. Steinbergwrote in a report to Mr. Louis J. Jalinsky, Director of ORT work inGermany and Atustria. "Banners, posters, speakers from elaboratelyconstructed platforms, food and 'libations'. in the afternnon and a'banquet' for the staff and visitors in the evening inspired everyonepresent - including the JDC and IRO representatives. I include thelatter item ('libations' and 'banquet') simply as another bit of evidenceof howmuch cun be done and is being done with meagre means....My hatgoes off to the students, teachers and people of the camp for their deepinterest, imaginativeness, initiative used on behalf ot the ORT school.I stress this fact because so often wo fail ,to give credit where so muchcredit belongs - to the non-descript, little people, whose names do notappear in reports or in the press. I stress this fact because there is animplication for us in the future; we can expand our services throughout theZone if we learn to tap the huge reservoir of local talent and enthusiasm."•
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NairSFROM 	 (continued)

Dr. Steinbergthen made several recommendations,mentioningthe offer made toORT by Dr. G. Stiehl, ;:ediatricianof the PCIRO hospital,to volunteerhisservicesto conduct a child care theory and practiceclass, and concludeshisreportwith the followingparagraph:

"Lot us gut Mr. Hornitzerto tell us, at the next conferonce,aboutthevery good work he is doing to make the ORT school a community- centerodschool. The dance I attended,to which ORT and non-ORT young people hadbeen invited,and which was supervisedby members of the ORT freulty,was
a real, character-buildingactivity. Dramaticsand open-forumprogramsare slated for the future. In this connection,may I commend the Winds-hoim faculty for their promotionof student self-government, rrrongthespeakersof the afternoonwere a young radio student,presidentof theStudent Council, and anotheryoung - old student (a man of 52) whosetheme was 'Lifebegins at 50'."

Second Seminarfor ORT InstructorsinDressmaking,- On July 24, the second .seminar for-instructorsin dressmakingwas opened in Lunich. For two weeks,30 ORT instructorswere Given the opportunity-to specializein cutting ofdresses and to learn new pedagogicaland technicalmethods.

• New ORT Coursesin Munich- course in window-dressingwith 17 studentsanda course for weil-diggerswere opened in Munich. This latter course is ofspecial interestfor future immigrantsto Palestine.

Graduationin the.:,moricanZone- 103 studentswere graduatedfrom variouscutting courses in Esehwego,Bad Reicher:halland Feldafing..ORT diplomaswere given to the studentsof the dressmakingand millinery courses in theStuttgartORT school on July 23.

(Source: Weekly Summary, ORT Union MUnich, July 21-28, 1947.)

NElZ FROM.14ERICA",


NEW YORKOFFICE,liORLDORT UNION

financial

In anticipationof the receipt of periodic/andeducationalstatisticalreportforms from our HeadquartersOffices,National Organizationsand IndividualSchools, a Statistical4,nalysisSection has been ustablishedin the Financialand ;IccountingOffice of World ORT Union. Mr. Lawrence J. Kaplan, formerlyan economistin the federal governmentservice and a colleagueof both Mr.Walinsky and Mr. Sard, has been engaged as Chief of the Statistical ..nalysisSection. lieare confident that Ur. Kaplan will make a vital contributiontothe work of the Financialand 4.,ecou11tingOffice, particularlyin assistinginthe establishmentof a uniform world reporting system. Tho major responsi-bility of tho Statisticalz.nalysisSection wdll be to process and analyze thedata as they come in, making such reports as are necessary.•
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Three mcks ago, engineerPiJchitz,director of the ORT weaving school in
Schondorf,near liunich,arrived in the United States. Dorn in Czechoslovakia,he was graduatedfrom tho TecimicalInstituteof Bruenn and worked for 7 years
as an engineer in Lithuaniawhere hc met Jacob Oleiski, former director of theKowno ORT school. 'ellenthe Germans came to Lithuania,Bischitzwus confinedto the Chetto,which was later transformedinto a concentrationcamp. From
there he was deported to Dachau where hc worked as a forced laborer togetherwith Oleiski and another friend of his, engineerHoffman. On May 1, 1945, allthree were liberatedby the ...merican,..rmy.Early in 1946, at the suggestion
of Mr. Oloiski, Bischitz and Hoffman initiateda weaving class for DP's on
behalf of ORT. UNRRA gavc them a certificatepermittingthe acquisition°X
looms and raw material for the course. They managed to buy looms from bombed-
out factories. From operatingfactoriesthey received raw materials from whichthey wove fabricwhich was then returned to the factories. They started in a
small basement at Schondorfwith 2 looms and 4 pupils. Today the class has
light roona in a good school building and is equippedwith 10 looms and trains16 pupils at a time. The course lasts 6 months. Several of the graduates
have already found positionsas weavers in Gorman factories. Others haveemigratedand will be well qualifiedto work in any large textile factory.
Listerthe emigrationof Mr. Bischitz,Mr. Hoffman remained in charge of thcweaving class in Schondorf.

"ORT is very popular in France" is the general statementmade ix,:Myron Kowursky,loading member of the ORT Committee in Nice, who arrived for a short stay in theUnited States. "The French Government"hu said, uis extremelyfair in its
attitude towards the refugees and DP's and gives them every opportunitytorebuild their lives. ORT is doing a splendid job in the field of trainingand rehabilitatingthe Jews in France and enjoys the Government'ssupport in
its work.

"In Nice," Mr. Kownrsky reported, "about 160 studontshave attended ORT coursesin tho school year from September 1946 to September 1947. There are many moreJewishwomen than mon. This accountsfor the fact that we have moro trainingcourses for women than for mon. Cources for women are concentratedon dress-making, hairdressing,beauty culture,and knitting and weaving,while the mon
arc trained chiefly in phote_raphyand shirt-making."

ORT PUBLICITY

interestingarticle about ORT wurk in Northern Italy appoarod in the July 18issue of UnzerStime,Paris, by Mr. I. Orbach, who recentlytoured Italy.

In a letter from Chile, whibh appeared in UnzerStimo,Paris, on July llth, highpraise is expressedregardingORT's contributionto the developmentof Jewish
economiclifo and thc murk of the ORT Trado School in Santiago.

The Stars and Stripes, European Edition, of July 26,.1947, on its front pagea77172777815=1771ng Judge Louis E. Levinthal,new adviser on Jewish af-
fairs to the military governor,and Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein,whom he succeeds,looking at a statue made by an ORT student. Zit)statue shows a GI giving firstaid to a newly liberatedDP.

•
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ORT PUBLICITY (colt,i._uod)

Der NouceWen.German lallgugepubl1er!ti,2nc)1 the Jewish communityin Vienna,
in Issue Ye. 14 of ellest 1947, publishesan article by Harry Branton,Deputy
Director of ORT Austria, entitled:"Loot Youth.er JewishRegeneration?". In
this article,hr. Branton appeals to the Austrian Jewish youth to learn a
trade in order to be able to cooperatein the reconstructionof the wur-torn
world.

FROMOTHERSOURCES


54,50_2JewishDP's ListedIn Austria


A report .n-ustria by the PreparatoryCommissionof the InternationalRefugee
Organizationpresentedto members of the United Nations Special Committee on
Pedestinc,states that there ar. at present 34,500 Jewish disJlaced persons in
the country. Of these, 31,400 are living in camps and 3,100 outside, according
to a •spocialdispatoh to the New York Timesof August 11, 1947, by Albion Ross,
The articlementions the relief and rehabilitationwDrk carried on by Voluntery
egencies en behalf of the DP's in eustria, includingthe trainingprojects of
ORT.

IRO Offices 0 mod In Geneva

• William Hallam Tuck, recently elected executivesecretaryof the Ieeternational
RefUgee Organization,assumedoffice in Geneva on ugust 11, accordingto a
dispatchto the New York Timesof August 12th, 1947. The agency announced
that its offices in London and Paris would be closed and their work transferred
to Geneva.

Britain.1JidCanadaTo AdmitDP'sFoL_Eac.al Industries

According to an AssociatedPress cable from Heidelberg(NewYork Timesof
.:Lugust13, 1947) Great Britain has signed an agreementto-accept20,000women
from displacedpersons camps in the American occupationzone of Germany.as
immigrantworkers in England,a spokesmanof the PreparatoryCommissionof the
internationalRefugee Organizationsaid tonight. The women, 18 to 50 years ald,
will be unployedin the textile industries,hospitalsand laundriesand as
domestic or agriculturalworkers.

About 10,000 displacedpersons in the •merican occupied zone of Germanywill
be moved to Canada for work in lumber and textilemills under plans now being
drawn up, officialsof the InternationalRefugee Organizationat Heidelberg
announcedtoday, accordingto an U.P. cable to the New York Timesof August 13.

According to a J.T.A. cable of August 8, representativesof thc Canadian
clothing industryleft for Europe to select from among the DP's skilled garment
workers who will bc brought to Canada where the industryfaces a shortage. The
Governmenthas granted permissionfor the admission of up to 2,500 needle
workers.


