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NEWS FROM AMERICA

NEW YORK OFFICE, WORLD ORT UNION

Acquisition of Surplus lMachine Tools

The New York office has taken steps, in cooperation with the JDC Department
of Supplies and Procurement, to acquire surplus machine tools made avail=-
able by the War Assets' Administration to educational institutions and
other non-profit organizations.

The WAA, in order to speed up the disposal of United States war surplus
property, has recently embarked upon what is termed a donation sales pro-
gram. This program will enable educational institutions and other non-
profit organizations to acquire surplus machine tools at no cost other
than the small fees incidental to handling and shipping., In addition,
there is a related progrem which enables such charitable organizations

to acquire equipment in somewhat better condition at a discount of 95

per cent.,

Early in July, when the donation program first began, a representative of
ORT Tool Supply and Reconstruction Corporation, together with a represen-
tative of JDC Department of Suppliocs and Procurcment, investigated availe -
obilities at the first such sale in New York City. 1In spite of the fact

that the sale had been on for some weeks, we acquired 5 machines:2 turret

lathes and 3 drill presses.

In order to expedite procurement from this source, the JDC Department of
Supplies and Procurement and the New York Office of World ORT Union agreed
to test the possibilities of developing such a program by sending represen-
tatives to the first large sale of this kind in the eastern part of the
United States, at Buffalo, New York. Accordingly, representatives of both
organizations spent the week of July 14th in Buffalo. 4s a result of their
efforts, 63 machines hawcbeen obtained, subject to final release by the U.S.
Navy. The equipment, all in good condition, includes approximately 37 mil 1~
ing . machines, 15 grinders, 8 drill presses and 3 lathes. WAA estimates

the original cost of these machines at $180,000. The machines will be ship-
ped to Europe as rapidly as possible by ORT Tool Supply, as soon as they

are made available by WAA.
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‘ NEWS FROM ..MERIC. (continued)

Both the JDC Department of Supplies and Procurement and the New York office
of World ORT Union, encouraged by this fruitful experience, are working out
a program to take advantage of further availabilities of surplus mechine
tools.

One of the largest donation sales to be held by Wiu. opens in Cleveland on
wsugust 8. Two representatives of ORT Tool Supply have already left for
Cleveland, where they will be joined by representatives of JDC Department
of Supplies and Procurement. Full advantage will thus be taken of the fact
that thesc sales are on a "first come, first served" basis.

Expenses in connection with this program will be charged against JDC's sub=
vention to ORT.

Financial Reports

The Financial and .ccounting Office, World ORT Union, New York, received
three financiel reports this week. Two of the financial reports are from
our Geneva Headquarters: one covers the year 1946 and the other the first
half of 1947. From our Paris Headquarters we received a general financial re=
port of .world- ORT Union for the yeor 1946, .s soon as we receive from our
Paris Hecad-uarters financial reports covering its own operations for the
year 1946 and for the first half of 1947, the Financial and ..ccounting Office
‘ in New York will be in a position to moke o detailed statistical analysis of
ORT's financial trcends. In the meantime, certain observations may bc made
based on the aforementioned financial reports and on the summary of expen-
ditures made by the Financial and .ccounting Office in New York for thoc first
half of 1947. (Sec"Weckly Summary™ :18, July 23, 1947):

1. Geneva Headquarters for the first holf of 1947 spent close to %500, 000,
This sum almost equals total Geneva uxpenditures for the year 1946,

2+ In 1946, jiorld ORT Union expenditures were about §l,350,000. In 1947,
World ORT Union expenditures appoar to be running at roughly twice this
sum, ;

3« In 1946, the .merican ORT Federation contributed about onc-=half of total
World ORT Union expenditures. The 1947 subvention of 2,000,000 from
the Joint Distribution Committee will represent in the ncighborhood of
75 por cent of World ORT Union's estimated empenditures, provided that
the rate of expamsion of iorld ORT Union activities in the second half
of 1947 is not greater than in the first half of 1947. In this event,
the contributions reccived from sources other than the U.S. would not
be sufficient to meet all expenditures unless the subvention from J.D.C.
were increased.
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NEWS FROM ..BRO..D

FROM COLOIIBLL

Dr. Boris Surowich, ORT Union delegute in Latin wmerica, has completed the
The Fund-Raising Campaign in Barranquilla, Santa Marta, and Cartagena.
amount of $900 was received by the New York Office, World ORT Union, from
Barranquilla, From Santa Marta, a city with only 3 Jewish families, Dr.
Surowich sent us the amount of {166, Previously we have received §263 from
Cartagena. Thus, the total of the Colombian campaign adds up to almost
$5,000. (See "Weckly Summary" #17, page 6.)

FROM POL..ND

Conference of Instructors

The first conferonce of the instructors of all ORT schools in Poland took
place on June 29th and 30th, 1947, in Wroczlaw, Silesia. The results of
the year's work in new Poland werc summarized and it was stated that the
achievments are satisfactory. The ORT schools in Poland strive to adopt
their program to the general requirements of the Polish government, and
et the same time to give to the pupils not only professional knowledge and
the highest vocational qualifications, but also to educate the Jewish youth
in the spirit of Jewish'culture and to make them the builders of a future
Jewish life.,

The conference was divided in the following five sections: radio-technicsg
electro-technics motal work, agriculture and women's wear. In addition,
seminars were held on the following subjoects: general education in the
trade schools; cultural and educational work in vocational training; disci-
pline and organization of the work in the school and in the shop.

The report given at the conference showed that the Polish ORT trained in the
past year 1,350 students in 60 training centers and that 1,050 students were
graduated. The conference worked out a program for the schools of radio-
technics - in Dzerncchow and in Walbrzych, locksmiths in Viroczlaw and textiles
in Biclsk, which will be converted in the coming year into regular . technical
schools with two-ycar tcrms, as wcll as the programs for thw schools with a
one-year term. The conference also resolved that the Jewish languoge and
Jewish history should be taught in all Polish ORT schools.

(Source: Yiddish report from the Warsaw ORT of July 29, 1947)

FROM FR.NCE

Graduation Ccremonies - The ending of the school year and the examinations of
the ORT short-torm courses, which took place under the chairmenship of a re-
presentative of the Labor Ministry and in the presence of represcvntativoes from
the industrial syndicates and artisans union, was celebrated in Paris on
Sunday, July 6., Dr. E. Minkofsky, Executive President of the French ORT,

was chairman of the evening. 110 diplomas were distributed tothe students

who wore graduated from the courses in welding, radio-technics, cutting,
corset making and shirt-tailoring.

4 rich artistic program was prescnted by the ORT students. The majority of
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NEWS FROM ..BRO.LD (continued)

the students consists of new arrivals from the DP caups and Eastorn European
countries who, thanks to ORT, will be able to become productive and integrated
into the economic life of Francoe. (Tronsleted from "Unzer Stimme", Yiddish
Daily, Paris, July 15, 1947.)

ORT PUBLICITY

The Chilean ORT-OSE published the sccond issue of their publication, called
"ORT", of June 1947, which includes several articles, such as, ". Brief
History of Measurecment in the Machine Shop", Henufocture of Machine Tools",
"Technical Drowing", "The Problem of Tcaching Technicians in Chile", and
several others,

Under the caption "Juwish Youth Gous +o Sca" the "iufbau", New York Gorman
language wockly, of July 25, published an article about the maritime schools
of ORT in Englend, larseilles, France and Neustadt, Germany, The articlo
also includes pictures of the British Maritinme School, showing students on
board the ORT training boat, "Joscph Hertz",

The "iufbau" of July 31 published a short note on the work of ORT in Shang-
hai from 1941 to 1947,

‘ 4 long article under the heading: ".ftcr Having Given Help to Prisoners
and Deportees, ORT is Helping the DP's", by Jean Harnois, was published in
the French newspaper "Frence Libro" of July 8. The article gives a survey
on ORT's activitics during thc war when all adults werc deported or had to
hide and tho remaining youth received training in the privatc houses of ORT
instructors. It reports on the increasing work of ORT in the DP camps in
-Germany and austria, and on the extensive system of ORT schools in France,
including the latest developments of ORT in «lgiers and Casablanca,

The "Freie irboiter Stimme™ of New York of July 11th published on

editorial dealing with the problems of the Jewish DP's and their inmigration
to new countries, stressing the importance of ORT!'s work in teaching the
DP's new industrizl and agricultural trades, as the only way to open ncw

hovens for thom,

In a series of two articles by Mark Yarblum, outstanding Jowish leader of
France, which appearcd in the New York "Day" of July Tth and 8th, 1947, the
prosent situption and problems of the Jews in Pol:znd are discussed. smong
other things, Mr. Yarblum stresses the value of the ORT work in Poland, as
a substantial coutribution to the economic stabilization of Poiish Jowry.,

Under the caption "Fifty Years He «wgltated the Jews .ts Become «wgricul turists®,
Dres Charncy, in the Jewish "Day" of July €8th, dovotes a very intercsting -
article to the memory of th. late Leon Bromson, President of the Worlg ORT

. Uni on,
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DEP..RTURES

Mr. Iiyron Wechsler and Mrs. Lillie Wechsler, who will work with World ORT
Union in Germany (see "leckly Summary" :.8, page 5) have received their
call forward to Germany and will fly to Frankfurt am ilnin on sugust 7th.

‘ FROM OTHER SOURCES

How Many DP's llant to Go to Palecstine?

This question may be answered in a different way today "than it was 15 months
ago -and the DP's desire to go to Palestine may be very much less than is
claimed by Jewish organizations."” This is the opinion of the U.N. Spccial
Committee for inquiry on Palestine, according to a special dispatch from
Gonova, cppéaring in.the New York Times of July 31. The committee, thercfore,
decided to visit thc DP comps in Gormany in order to get first-hand infor-
mation on this question. Prior to recaching this decision, the committee
questioned .rthur .ltmeyer, retiring executive secretury of the International
Refugee Organization,

"Onc question answcred by Mr. Altmeyer", soys the article, " threw a signifi-
cent light on the probable policy of the IRO in influencing Palestine
imfigratione

"lMr. Altmoycr was askod whether if o Jow were to receive a visa for say
Colombio but expressed a desirc to awanit his chance to go to Palestine, the
IRO would consider that person as no longer eligible for repatriation aid.

"Mr. iltmeyer, according to amember of the committee, said that in such a
case the IRO would probuably advise the individual that unless he took the
‘ offer of restttlument in Colombiz he would get no further IRO aid.

"The committce voted down overwhelmingly o Guatemalan proposal to send o
subgroup to Port de Bouc, France 'to investigate why the Jewish immigrants
of the Exodus 1947, shipped back to France, rcfuse the French offor to land
in Fraonce.! "

Sub-Cormmittece Appointad to#$tudy U.S.Imnigration System

In accordance with the Scnate's decision to study the whole field of immigratio
and the question of admission of DP's to the U.S. (see "Weckly Summary" ;9
page 6), Scnator ilexander Wiley, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, has
appointed a five-men sub-committee to investigate thc cntire immigration

system and the problem of cntry of displaced persons to the United States,
according to a JTi cable from Washington of July 30,

The sub-committec will be headed by Senator Chapman Revercomb, Rep. of West
Virginia, and will include Senators Forrest C.Donnel, Missouri, John S. Cooper,
Kentucky, Reps., and Senators Pat HigCorron,Nevade, J. Howard McGrath, Rhode
Island, Dems. Senator H. Alexander Smith, Now Jersey Rep., was named chagr-
men of the Foreign Rclations Committee, to rupresent that committec as adviser
to the Judiciary group.




