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Acquisitionof SurplusMachineTools


The New York office has taken steps, in cooperationwith the JDC Departmentof Supplies and Procurement,to acquire surplusmachine tools made avail-able by the War Assets Administrationto educationalinstitutionsand
other non-profitorganizations.

The WAA, in order to speed up the disposal of United States war surplusproperty,has recently embarkedmpon what is termed a donation sales pro-gram. This programwill enable educationalinstitutionsand other non-
profit organizationsto acquire surplusmachine tools at no cost other
than the small fees incidentalto handling and shipping. In addition,
there is a related programwhich enables such charitableorganizationsto acquire equipment in somewhatbetter condition at a discount of 95per cent.

Early in July, when the donation programfirst began, a representativeof
ORT Tool Supply and ReconstructionCorporation,togetherwith a represen-tative of JDC Departmentof Supplies and Procurement,investigatedavail.,abilitiesat the first such sale in New York City. In spite of the factthat the sale had been on for some weeks, we acquired 5 machines:2turretlathes and 3 drill presses.

In order to expediteprocurementfrom this source, the JDC DepartmentofSupplies and Procurementand the New York Office of World ORT Union agreedto test the possibilltiesof developingsuch a program by sending represen-tatives to the first large sale of this kind in the eastern part of theUnited States, at Buffalo, New York. Accordingly,representativesof bothorganizationsspent the week of July 14th in Buffalo. .413a result of theirefforts, 63 machineshamcbeen obtained,subject to final release by the U.S.
Navy. The equipment,all in good condition,includesapproximately37 mill-ing, machines, 15 grinders,8 drill presses and 3 lathes. WAA estimatesthe original cost of these machines at 4180,000. The machineswill be ship-ped to Europe as rapidly as possibleby ORT Tool Supply, us soon as they
are made availableby WAA.
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NEWSFROM-21ERIC.:,(continued)

Both the JDC Departmentof Suppliesand Procurementand the New York office
of World ORT Union, encouragedby this fruitful experience,are working out
a program to take advantageof further availabilitiesof surplusmachine
tools.

One of the largest donationsales to be held by opens in Clevelandon
,I.ugust8. Two representativesof ORT Tool Supply have already left for
Cleveland,where they will be joined by representativesof JDC Department
of Supplies and Procurement. Full advantagewill thus be taken of the fact
that these sales are on a "first come, first served"basis.

Expenses in connectionwith this programwill be charged against JDC's sub-
vention to ORT.

•

FinancialReports


The Financial and .LccountingOffice,.orld ORT Union, New York, received •
three financialreports this week. TWO of the financialreports are from
our Geneva Headquarters: one covers the year 1946 and the other the first
half of 1947. From our Paris Headquarterswe receiveda general financialre-
p-Jrtp.f.erld.ORT.Union for the year 1946. 4.,,ssoon as we receive from our
Paris Headquartersfinancialreports covering its own operationsfor the
year 1946 and for the first half of 1947, the Financialand LccountingOffice
in New York will be in a positionto make a detailed statisticalanalysisof
ORT's financialtrends. In the meantime, certain observationsmay be made
based on the aforementionedfinancialreports and on the summary of expen-
ditures made by the Financialand ,occountingOffice in Naw York for the first
half of 1947. (See"WbeklySummary" l8, July 23, 1947):

Geneva Headquartersfor the first half of 1947 spent close to 4500,000.
This sum almost equals total Geneva expendituresfor the year 1946.

In 1946, World ORT Union expenditureswere about 41,350,000. In 1947,
dorld ORT Union expendituresappear to be running at roughly twice this
sum.

In 1946, the .LmericanORT Federationcontributedabout one-halfof total
World ORT Union expenditures. The 1947 subventionof 42,000,000from
tho Joint DistributionCommitteewill representin the neighb)rhoodof
75 per cent of TiorldORT Union's estimatedexpenditures,provided that
the rate of expansionof World ORT Union activitiesin the second half
of 1947 is not greater than in the first half of 1947. In this event,
the contributionsreceived from sources other than the U.S. would not
be sufficientto meet all expendituresunless the subvention from J.D.C.
were increased.

•
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•

•
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NEWS FROM -BROaD

FROM coLon3Li,

Dr. Boris Surowich,ORT Union delegate in Latin america, has completedthe
The Fund-RaisingCampaign in Barranquilla,Santa Marta, and Cartagena.
amount of 4900 wns receivedby the New York Office,Wbrld ORT Union, from
Barranquilla. From Santa Marta, a city with only 3 Jewish families,Dr.
Surowichsent us the amount of 4166. Previouslywe have received4263 from
Cartagena. Thus, the total of the Colombiancampaignadds up to almost
45,000. (See "WeeklySummary"#17,page 6.)

FROM POLaND

Conferenceof Instructors

The first conferenceof the instructorsof all ORT schools in Poland took
place on June 29th and 30th, 1947, in Wroczlaw, Silesia. The results of
the year's work in new Poland were summarizedand it was stated that the
achievmentsarc satisfactory. The ORT schools in Poland strive to adopt
their program to the general requirementsof the Polish government,and
at the same time to give to the pupils not only professionalknowledgeand
the highest vocationalqualifications,but also to educatethe Jewishyouth
in the spirit of Jewishculture and to make them the builders of a future
Jewish life.

The conferencewas divided in the followingfive sections: radio-technics
electro-technics metal work, agricultureand wemen's wear. In addition,
seminarswere held on the followingsubjects: general educationin the
trade schools;cultural and educationalwork in vocationaltraining;disci-
pline and organizationof the work in the school and in the shop.

The report given at the conferenceshowedthat the Polish ORT trained in the
past year 1,350 students in 60 training centers and that 1,050 studentswere
graduated. The conferenceworked out a program for the schools of radio-
technics-in Dzernuchowand in Walbrzych, locksmithsin Wroczlaw and textiles
in Bielsk, which will be converted in thc coming year into regular technical
schoolswith two-yearterms, as well as the programs for thw schoolswith a
one-yearterm. The conferencealso resolved that the Jewish languageand
Jewish history should be taught in all Polish ORT schools.

(Source: Yiddish report from the Warsaw ORT of July 29, 1947)

FROM FILINICE

GraduationCeremonies- The ending of the school year and the examinationsof
the ORT short-termcourses,which took place under the chairmanshipof a re-
presentativeof the Labor Ministry and in thc presence of representativesfrom
the industrialsyndicatesand artisans union, was celebratedin Paris on
Sunday, July 6. Dr. E. Minkofsky,Executive Presidentof the French ORT,
was chairman of the evening. 110 diplomaswere distributedtothe students
who wore graduatedfrom tho coursos in welding, radio-technics,cutting,
corset making and shirt-tailoring.

.1rich artistic programwas presentedby the ORT students. The majority of
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NEZ FROM,',BROD(continued)

the studentsconsists of rieT arrivals from the DP ca:apsand Eastern Europeancountrieswhe, thanks to ORT, will bu able to become productiveand integratedinto the economic life of France. (Translatedfrom "TimerStimme",YiddishDaily, Paris, July 15, 1947.)

ORT PUBLICITY

The Chilean ORT-OSE publishedthe second issue of their publication,called"ORT", of June 1947, which includesseveralarticles,such as, ".LBriefHistory of Measurementin the Machine Shop", Manufactureof Machine Tools","TechnicalDrawing", "Tho Problem of TeachingTechniciansin Chile", andseveral others.

Under the caption "JewishYouth Goo te Sca" the "iolfbau",New York Germanlanguageweekly, of July 25, publishedan article about the maritime schoolsof ORT in England,Marseilles,France and Neustadt,Germany. The articlealso includespictures of the British Maritime School, showing students onboard the ORT trainingboat, "Joseph Hertz".

The "i.ufbau"of July.31 published a short note on the work of ORT in Shang-hai from 1941 to 1947.

11long article under the heading: ".LfterHaving Given Help to Prisonersand Deportees,ORT is Helping the DP's", by Jean Harnois,was published inthe French newspaper "FranceLibre" of July 8. Thc article gives a surveyon ORT's activitiesduring the wur when all adults were deportedor had te .hide and the remainingyouth received training in the private houses of ORTinstructors. It reports on the increaLdngwork of ORT in tho DP camps inGermany and 41ustria,and on the extensivesystem of ORT schools in France,includingthe latest developmentsof ORT in —1giers and Casablanca.
The "Freie4'orbeiterStimme" of New York of July llth publishedaneditorialdealingwith the problems of the JumishDP's and their immigrationto new countries,stressingthe importanceof CRT's work in teaching theDP's now industrialand agriculturaltrades, as the only wuy to open newhr.vensfor them.

In a series of tAm articles by Mark Yarhlum, outstandingJewish leader ofFrance, which appeared in the New York "Day" of July 7th and 8th, 1947, thepresent situationand problems of the Jews in Polf:,ndare discussed. Lmongothur things,Mr. Yarblum stressesthc value of the ORT work in Poland, asa substantialcoAribution to the economicstabilizationof Polish Jewry.
Under the caption "Pifty Years Ho 4itated the Jews tc Become —griculturists",Dr. Charney, in the Jewish "Day" of July 28th, devotes a very interestingarticle to the memory of the late Leon Bramson,President of the World ORTUnion.•
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DibiTURES 


Mr. Myron Wechsler and Mrs. Lillie Wechsler,who will work with World ORT
Union in Germany (see "WeeklySummary"08, page 5) have receivedtheir
call forward to Germany anC will fly to Frankfurtam Main on .lugust7th.

FROM OTHER SOURCES

How Many DP's Want to  Geto Palestine?

This questionmay be ans=red in a differentway today "than it was 15 months
ago and the DPs desire to go to Palestinemay be very much less than is
claimed by Jewish organizations." This is the opinion of the U.N. Special
Committee for inquiry on Palestine,accordingto a special dispatch from •

Geneva, appearingjnthe Now.York Times of July 31. The committee,therefore,
decided to visit the DP camps in Germany in order to get first-handinfor-
mation on this question. Prior to reachingthis decision,the committee
questionedLrthur ,atmeyer, retiring executivesecret_ryof the International
Refugee Organization.

"Onc questionansweredby Mr. Altmeyer", sys the article, " threw a signifi-
cant light on the probablepolicy of the IRO in influencingPalestine

"Mr. Altmeyer was asked whether if a Jew were to receivea visa for say
Colombiabut expresseda desire to await his chance to go to Palestine,the
IRO would considerthat person as no longer eligible for repatriationaid.

"Mr. Lltneyer, according to amember of the committee,said that in such a
case the IRO would probablyadvise the individualthat unless he took the
offer of restttlementin Colombia he would get no further IRO aid.

"The committeevoted down overwhelminglya Guatemalanproposalto send a
subgroup to Port de Bouc, Franco 'to investigatewhy thc Jewish immigrants
of the Exodus 1947, shipped back to France, refuse the Frcnch offer to land
in France.' "-

Sub-Committee4moint44_to-StudyF:S.Im7iiration System

In accordancewith the Senate's decision to study the whole field of immigratio-
and the question of admissionof DP's to the U.S. (sec 'WeeklySummary",jiq9
page 6), Senator llexanderWiley, chairman of the JudiciaryCommittee,has
appointed a five-mensub-committeeto investigatethe k,ntireimmigration
system and the problem of entry of displaced persons to the United States,
according to a JL1 cable from Washington of July 30.

The sub-committeewill be headed by Senator Cnapman'Revel-comb,Rep. of West
Virginia,and wIll include Senators.Forrest C.Donnel,Missouri, John S. Cooper,
Kentucky,Reps., and SenatorsPat MdCarran,Nevada,J. Howard McGrath, Rhode
Island,Dems. Senator H. Llexander Smith, New Jersey Rep., was named chair-
man of the Foreign RelationsCommittee,to representthat committeeas adviser
to the Judiciarygroup.


