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NEWS FROII ABROAD

FROM BRUSSELS

Belgian ORT Receives Gift From Queen Elizabeth - The Belgian ilomen's

ORT organized"ORT Days" in Brussels for the benefit of the Social Service
of the trade schools for youths of the Belgian ORT. This event took

rlace under the patroneage of Mrs. Paul Henri Spa.k, wife of the Belgian
Prime Minister, and Mrs. Paul Hymans, widow of the former Belgian Fotreign
Minister. The program comprised group visits to various ORT trade schools,
an exhibition arranged by the ORT training workshops and an auction of
products of these schools, a music matinee, etc,

The "ORT Days" were very successful, materially as well as morally. Queen
Elizebeth showed her interest in the tasks and the work of the Belgian

ORT by sending a substantial gift to the President of the Women's OJom-

mittee, lirs. Alfred Goldschmidt-Brodsky.

(Source: Release from the Information and Instruction Department ORT
Union, Geneva, dated July 1947)

FROM PARIS

Dr. David Lvovitch and Mr, Leon Denenberg attended the IR0 Conference
at Lausanne, where they conferred with Mr. Arthur J. Altmeyer, IRO
Executive Secretary, George L. Warren, U.S. Delegate, and Colonel
MacFeeley, Director Displaced Persons, Austria, who acted as advisor
to the U.S. delegates. .

(Source: Cable from Paris Informetion Center, dated July 24, 1947)

FROM MUNICH

IR0 Praises ORT - A cable from Ir. Walinsky in Munich of July 25, 1947
stales: "luformed today by Director Voluntary Agencies Division IRO
thet meeting Area Tean Tirectors reported maried improvement overall
operations CRT in U.S. Zone."




Weekly Summary - 19 2=

NE.JS FROI ABROAD continued

Report By Ilr, Louis J. Vclinsky

"I ¥know you will be interested to hear what happened in the last week

-or so, since I returned from Paris. The following are the highlights:

"The question of supplementary rations for instructors has been settied.
They will receive 70% of the supplementary rations given to Volkschule-
instructors. The 70%, of course, takes into account the fact that our
instructors receive pound sterling payments, whercas the others do not.

I s1ill do not have, as of this writing, the details of the agreccment
reached between JDC and the Contral Cormittee with respect to supple-
mentary rations for our students.... (JDC) has promised, thet, if ORT

is not satisfied with the arrungements made, they will reopen the question.
While we may not get as much as we wish - in other words a worker's ration
for the heuvier type of coursc, - I am sure thet what we will get will
represent a real advance.

"We held on Sunday and londay our second Staff Conforonce of District
Diroctors and chief personnel in the U.S. ione here in Pasing., It was

a great success. Branton, Stewart and Vear came in from Austria and the
British Zone for private talks and to attend the Conference. I had also
as guests Iir. Passman, Zone Director for JDC, Joshua Levy of Jewish Agency,
Deniel Adelson, Deputy IRO V.luntary Societies Division, Ur. Kcller and
Barratz, the JDC representative on the Board of Employment. Passman
stated flatly that JDC would help us on supply end on supplementary
rations. This had a great effect on our people. The district directors'
reports showed an increase in students to over 5,800 and a generally im-
proved situabion.eses

"On lionday we held two separatie sessions which pleased me very much. One
was a session on methods of improving instructions and supervision in

our schools, in which the chief participants were Dr. Steinberg, lir,
Oleiski and Dr. Keller. Dr, Steinberg is preparing a short manual cov-
ering this subject for issuing to all schools. It will, of course,
receive the benelit of corments and criticism from Oleiski, Dr. Keller
and myself and I am sure that it will prove to Le a most valusble con-
tribution to our work.

"Tho second session was a meeting of the U.S. Zone Supply Council with
Oleiski, Bashein, the district directors and mysclf., We had, of course,
proviously held an interzonal supply oouncil meeting comprised of Branton
and Stewart, Vear, Oleiski, Bashein, and myself, in which were d ivided
betweenthe areas the shipments from Caneda and Sweden. Both meectings
were highly successful and marked by fair-mindedness and cooperation by
all concerned. The participation of the district-dircctors in the U.S.
Zone distribution was a real step forward in thc democratization of our
operation. And all of us, including Oleiski, wore highly gratified with
it.

“Incidentally, Branton and Stewart will be able, with the allocation made
to them,ard with the assistance which will also be given them from the
US Zone, to start several new courses in Austria,
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NEWS FROM ABROAD continued

"Wle have just completed a thorough inveutory of all important cquipment

nd meterial items in the US Zone. It will shortly be transcribed and
will show us for the first time whot w. have in our schools and whiéh of
the things we are using belong to us. .e arc also having our district
directors proparc,as scicntifically as possible, a statement of the necds
of each school to improve the currcnt operation and for expansion purpo-
ses, sothat we may achicve our cxpansion goal. This list will attempt to
take into consideration our nceds for replacement and our possibilities
of local purchase. It should be reudy llonday and be the basic statement
on the basis of which our attempts at external supply should be bascd for
the next monthe...

"I trust progress is being made in Paris in securing ncw quarters for
World ORT Urion and in starting on the supply department,

"I hope this letter finds you in the best of health and I look forward
to seeing you soon ogain,”

(Source: Letter from Mr. Louis J. Ylalinsky, Pasing, to Dr. David Lvovitch,
Paris, dated July 24, 1947)

FROMN VILIINA

The Vorld ORT Union, Vienna, is issuing a bulletin "ORT-NEWS" ,which will
be distributed to the various organizations of ORT as well as to outside
interested agencies. The following items ef particular intcrest are
taken from the first issue (July 1947) of this publicetions

ORGANIZATION

The preparatory Committee of ORT Vienna decided to establish an ORT Austria
Organization and to register the statutcs of the Orgonization with the
proper Austrian authorities,

CINTRAL SCHOOL LINZ

Several new work benches have boen scnt by our Supply Office in Salzburg
to our Linz School which will enablec us to cnlarge our carpentry worke
shop therc.

CENTRAL SCHOOL VIENEFA

Preliminary talks Cbout the establishment of the Central School in Vienna
at XX, Denisgasse 33, have resulted in general agreement with the Austrian
Jewish Community and the State Administrator as to the projecs., Ag soon
as the contract is signed, repair and installation work will be sturted,
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NEWS FROM ABROAD continued

PUBLIC RELATIONS

Mrs. Margolies ond lir. Branton attended an audience granted to them by
Herr Bundesminister Karl Maisel, llinister for Socigl Affairs of the
Austrian Republic. After describing ORT activities and expressing the
desire to cooperate closely with the Austrian Authorities, the Minister
assured the two ORT members that he would do everything within his juris-
diction to facilitate the operations of the Organization.

LATEST STATISTICS

The following tabl ocwm-.rizes the truining activitics of ORT in Austria
as of July 1947,

Number of Students by Course and School

and Number of Instructors

Courses Schools
. Linz Salzburg Hofgastein Vienna _1/
Auto llechanics 2 2 o 186
Ifachine Tool- 24 ~ -
Electro-Technics 38 37 2/ - -
Redio-Technics - 21 - 24
Carpentry 10 10 - ~
Cutting Men's 12 32 - -
Cutting VWomen's 18 40 - -
Dressmaking 24 45 - -
Corset Making 14 - - -
Millinery 7 - - -
Medical Nursing - - 32 -
Dental Technicians - - - 16
Wm
TOTAL 147 185 32 56

Sl

3 separate courses in Staats-Gewerhe-Schulen
2 courses

'N'H

Instructors 15 15 2 3/ 5

i/ 9 doctors share theoretical instruction

‘ (Source: Statisticel report froi: ORT Unicn, Vienna, scnt to us by
lr. Walinsky)
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FROM SOUTH AMERICA

Dr M. Merkin spent some months in Brazil as representative of the South
fmerican ORT Federation. He directed the fund-raising campaigns for the
ORT schools in Rio de Janciro and Sao Paulo, where approximately $8,000
were raised in each city. In Sao Paulo, liiss Klebin, a member of the
Klabin fumily which has always contributed generously to the support of
the ORT school in Sao Paulo, contributed approximately $4,000 for supple-
mentary machinery.

Dr. llerkin proceeded from Brazil to Uruguay where he organized a fund-
raising cmpaign for the needs of the ORT school in Montevideo. He is

now in argentina where he is participating in the joint fund-raising cam-
paign for the benefit of Jewish Organizations. ORT will receive a share
of the proceeds from this camp.ign to be used for overseas work.

NEWS FROM AUERICA

NE#7 YORK OFFICE, WORLD ORT UWION

lMoney Transfers - At the request of the Director of ORT work in Germany
and nustria, $15,000 were tronsferred to Munich on July 28, to be depo-
sited as a credit with IRO for ORT use there. This money is needed by
ORT in the American Zone to cover current expenses, such as field al-
lowances to Class I personnel; registroation, insurance, gasoline, etc.
for new trensport; and similar expenditures.

(Correction)- In the July 16th issue of the "Weekly Summary" it was er-
roneously reported that $105,000 were transferred to Switzerland. ictual-
ly, the sum of $115,000 was tranferred and we reccived econfirmation from
our Geneva office, in a cable dated July 22, of the receipt of 492,000
Swiss Francs,

Personnel - Mrs. llargareta Epstein, wife of Irving Epstein, has been en-
geged by World ORT Union to work in the imerican Zone in Germany as super=-
visor of corsetry courses. Mr. Irving Epstein, a specialist in woodworking,
according to the latest report, is now stationed at Kassel., She is sched-
uled to leave for Munich at the end of August. ;

FROM OTHER SOURCES

”

JEWISH FLRMERS IN SILESI. PLLNWING HARVEST FESTIVAL; YOUTH GROUP LE.VES FOR PR.GUE

WLRSAW, July 25. (JTA) - The first harvest festival of Jewish farmers who
have been roscttled in Lower Silesia since the end of the war will be held
in Rybach on August 1.

The Central Jewish Comnittee and the ORT have provided tractors and other
agricultural equipment to assist the 255 farming families in the region to
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FROM OTHER SOURCES continued

bring in the harvest, Jewish egriculturists occupy more than 4,000 acrcs
of lond in the Rybach district,

4n snnouncement today said that for the first tine since the liberation of
Poland, o delcgation of Jewish youth has left to participete in an inter-
national conference, They are among the¢ Polish delcgates to the World Youth
Conference in Prague.

SENLTE VOTES TO ST.RT INWQUIRY INTO U.S. 1if IGR.TION SYSTEHM; DP ENTRY TO BE STUDIED

WLSHINGTON, dJuly 28. (JTA) - An investigation into the¢ whole field of im-
migration, which will also cover the quostion of admission of displaced
persons to the United States, was voted oy the Scnate in the closing hours
of the current session, which adjourned at 5:50 L.k, today.

The resolution, as originally introduced by Senator Chapman Revercomb,
Republicon of West Virginia, called for a full-scale inquiry into the exis-
ting immigration laws. Scn. Revercomb stressed that the United States has
"no obligation" to admit refugees. However, his resclution was amended and
now provides for an investigation by a five-man unit of the Judiciary Com-
mittee of all phases of the immigration system, and specifically how the
entry of displaced persons would affect the country. The resolution also
provides that a report be made on January .10, after Congress is reconvened,

ARRIVALS AND DEP.RTURES

lir. CeH. Rozenbes arrived in Sydney, ..ustralia on July 20 from Shanghai,
While in Shanghai, Mr, Rozenbes, as delcgate of World ORT Union, compiled
an enviable record in directing the work there since the beginning of the
var. He was greected by Dr. Maurice Lascrson, representative of ORT-OSE
in sustralia. Since it is intended that Mr., Rozenbes shall participate

in the ORT work which is expected to stort in «ustralia, he discussed the
question with lir. Laserson before proceeding to Melbourne, where the local
community urged ORT to start activities thore.

Mrs, Cylvia Margulies, formerly ORT Director in wustria, has returned to
the United States after a strenous year devoted to ORT work in Burope. Ilirs,
Margulies, who did a marvellous job in launching ORT work in sustria, sum-
marized her vicws on the proscnt stotus of .ustrian ORT by saying:

"ORT in ..ustria has sprend its wings now, end is soaring higher
and higher, The schools in Salzburg and in Linz are moking ex-
cellent progress, .t . the present time, every bit of energy and
. interest is focused on the now school, just being organized in
Vienna at 33 Denisgasses I feel, in contemplotive retrospect now,
that the wonderful thing about ORT in .ustria is that all our ORT
personnel feel and think and act as one family - and the DP in-
structors and students understand and "catch" this spirit,too."
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