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FIRST REPORTOF THEMEETINGOF THE CENTRALBOARD,WORLDORT UNIONIN PARIS 

Paris,July11, 1947:-


An appeal to Jews in all countriesto enable the Jewish youth of EUrope, par-
ticularlythe survivorsof ghettos and concentrationcamps, tostudy trades and
professionsby assuring them the basic needs of life, especiallyfood, was issued
today by the CentralBoard of th World ORT Union

The appealwas made at the closing session of the World ORT Union Central Board's
annual conferencewhich opened in Paris on July 6.

A resolutionunanimouslyadopted by the Board states among other things:

"Havingheard the reports of the representativesof the differentnational
organizations,the Central Board has come to the conclusionthat in nearly all war-
devastatedcountriesthe realizttanof the normal ORT program and the normal de-
velopmentof ORT vocationalactivitiesare hampered because of the tragic lack of
the basic needs of life, particularlyfood, for those who desire to learn trades
so as to prepare themselvesfor the future."

Inview of the prevailingsituationthe Central Board decided to request the
American Joint DistributionCommittee"to give considerationto these basic needs."
At the same time an appeal was issued to all friends of ORT and to Jewish public
opinion in all countries to take cognizanceof this "grave problem"and to exert
every effort to assure the minimum maintenanceof needy studentswherever new ORT
schoolsmay be opened.

In his opening address to the conferenceJudge LeonMeissof France,President
of the Central Board of the World ORT Union, reviewedthe present situationof
European Jewry and the rapid expansionof ORT activity in connectionwith the general
effort to help the survivorsof the Nazi slaughter. Indicatingthe recognitionex-
tended to ORT's vocationalprogram by various govrnments and internationalgovern-
mental organizations(Belgium,France, Sweden, Rumania, Chile, Bolivia, etc.,)
Judge Meiss declaredr
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"ORT is no longer just a number of vocationalinstitutionsbut an organizationwhich has been called upon to play an importantrole in the reconstructionofJewish life."

At the same time Admiral LouisKahnof Franco pointed out that the French
governmenthas accordedfull state recognitionnot only to ORT schools trainingJewish students of French nationality,but also to those teaching Jewish refugees:

JakobOleiskiand LouisWalinskydescribedthe vocationaltraining of youngand adult Jewish DP's in the American Zone of Germanywhere ORT is now teaching6,000 studentsin over 45 schools. Both emphasizedthe tragic plight of theDP'sand the growth of wati-Semitismin Germany. "As food stocks diminish and sinceIRO is not sufficientlyfinancedto cope with the enormityof the problem thesituationof the JewishDP's is bound to deteriorate."

Reportingon the social aspect of ORT's activitiesRogervan Praagof Belgiumpointed out that due to the precariouseconalicstate of the majority of the JewishrefugeesORT's vocationaltrainingschoolswere in danger of losing their studentsin those countrieswhere no adequateliving conditionsare assured for them. Topreservethe JeWish youth from becoming totally declassed,M. van Praag called uponORT and idErAJDCto exert every effort in order to provide it with the barest mini-mum subsistence.

ColonelMuszkatof Poland emphasizedthat, in addition to its vocationalpro--gram, ORT has also establishedsuccessfullyagriculturaltrainingprograns in anumber of countries. True to its tradition,he said, ORT should _tlsoseek to at-tach part of the Jewish populationto the land, particularlyin the agriculturalcountriesof Europe. In Poland there is already in existencea model ORT agricul-tural farm for which the Governmentcontributedthe land.

The followingmembers of the Central Board participatedin the Conf,rence:-
Dr. David Lvovitch,Dr. Aaron Syngalowski,Vice Presidents;Baron Pierre de Gunz-bourg, Mr. A.C. Litton, Mr. David Rosenstein,(U.S.A.);Mrs. Leon Crestohl (Canada);Mr. S. Beloff, Mr. Alexander halpern (Ehgland);Roger van Praag, Mr. Leon Roth-schild (Belgium);Mr. Leon Frenkiel,Mr. Louis Kahn, Judge Leon Meiss, YMe. L. ROU-bach, Mr. J. Scheftel (France);Mr. A. Brunschvig (Switzerland);Mr. Gregory jas-zunskisColon:A Muzzkat (Poinnd);Mr..J. Landcl (Rum7.nia);.Mr.J. Pardeff (E'Alfatia)

As guests:-Mrs.G. Borkowitz,Mrs. Leon Harris, I:rs.L. Kaphan, ;:a-s.DavidRosenstein(U.S.A);Mr. A. Neumann,Dr. Tchlenoff(Switzerland)

Membersof the ORT UnionStaff:-Mr.•Louis J. Walinsky,Director General forGermany and Austria; Mr. Jacob Oleiski,Director ± ORT Johools in U.S. Zone, Ger-many; Dr. Samuel Steinberg,Deputy Director,imerio:t.dZone, Germany, Mrs. I. mbv,.showiteh,Deputy Director,British Zone, Germany;Mrs. Cylvia Margulies,Directcr,Austria, Mr. Ronzo Levi, Ing. Jarasch,Italy;Mr. E. Gordon,Mr. C.L.Lang,Pr.L.a,!eMr. V. Halpern, Swit?,erland.
NEN YORK OFFICE,"WORLDORT UNION

MoneyTransfers- The sum of $105,000was transferredto Switzerlandby cableon July 15.
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NEWS FROM ABROAD

FROM MUNICH

Mr. LouisJ. Walinskysees General Lucius D. Clay- On June 26, Mr. Walinskyhad a long talk with General Clay'in Berlin and presentedto him a memorandumlisting ORT's supply requirements. Gen. Clay promised that he would makeavailableto ORT such requiredmaterials as were availablein captured enemystocks,and that he would help to the extent possiblefrom the German economy,provided that he could obtain clearancefrom the British under the bi-zonaleconomicagreement.
(Source: Letter from Mr. Walinsky, dated Munich, July 3, 1947)

FROM BULGARIA

The BulgarianORT was establishedin 1934. Its work was interruptedduringthe war. After the and of.thewar, the old ORT workers wore called togetherand a new administrativebody was appointed. Contact with ORT Headquartersin Geneva was established. At the beginning of January of this year we wereable to reopen our schools and courses.

SOFIA - At presentwe have reestablishedthe prewar trainingworkshops for;17c77.47orking,bookbinding,cardboardworkingand dressmaking. Hore the pupils,boys and girls, receive their trainingduring and outside of their curricu-lum, about three to six hours weekly. The trainingworkshops are installedin a rather antiquatedbuildingwhich is now bein thoroughlyremodelled. Wereceivedmore than 1,000,000Lovas for this purpose from the Jawish Communityin Sofia. Moreover, the JewishCommunity is putting at our disposalwithoutcharge omentire floor of the school,which means a saving of about 500,000Levas in rent for us.

We are now planningto establishcourses for children in metal-workingas pre-parationfor the TechnicalHighschoolwhich we hope to open with the beginningof the new school term in September. This schoolwill have two departments,one for mechanics and one for electro-technieians.We have already receivedmachines and tools to equip this school, and the Jewish Community is puttingat our disposal two stories of a buildingwhich will accomodatethe first andeven the secondyear's courses. The Ministry of Industryhas given its ap-proval to operate this school; the directorhas been appointedand the enroll-ment begun. We expect to have 90 to 100 boys and several girls. Probablyme,nymore pupils will want to enroll than we will be able to accommodate.

For our girls we have establishedcourses in dressmakingand carpet-making.During the next year this establishmentwill be transformedinto a regularschool. There are at present 64 girls in the dressmakingcourse and 17 inthe carpet-makingcourse. The courses are conductedbe experiencedteachersand artisans and the studentsare making excellentprogress. d-econsiderthecarpet course to be of special importance. Up to now the Jewish women wererather reluctantto choose this trade, but thanks to our energy and propaganda,we are constantlyable to increasethe number of pupils and expect soon to
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have 30. By the end of the current year we hope to have thc preliminariesof

an "ORT Carpet Corporation"completed,which we intend to enlargeup to 200

people. We shall discusswith the Central HeadquartersWhether they can pro-

vide us with high-qualitywool and with the necessaryquantityof colors.

Furthermore,wo hope to prepare a good team of workers and to put them at the

disposal of headquartersfor use in Switzerlandand France.

IN THE PROVINCES- Committeeshave been establishedin Plowdiv,Varna, Rousse,

Schumen and Pazardjik, and courses in woodworking,tailoring,cardboardand

bookbinding, mechanics, electrotechnics,dressmaking;lingery, and

carpet-makingare being established.

At the end of June 1947, the BulgarianORT was traininga total of 497 students

in 17 schools,workshops,and vocationalcourses. There are at present 50,000

Jaws living in Bulgaria. Their need for training is great and the Bulgarian

ORT has conceivedprojects for the enlargementof its courses and for the add-

ing of new trades to the ones that are alreadybeing taught.

(Source: Report submittedto the Paris Conference,Central Board, World ORT

Union, July 6, 1947 by Mr. J. Pardoff, Chairman,BulgarianORT.)

• MOM NORTH AFRICA

Tuo new ORT centerswere opened, one in Algiers and one in Casablanca. The

Algiers school has three sections,for mechanics, for electriciansand for

joiners.

In Casablanca,the school for boys consists of a section for woodworkingand

another one for mechanics. 1,600 youths applied for admission,but only 200

could be accepted. Of these, 160 are in-themechanicalclass and 40 in the

woodworkingclass. In addition,a dressmakingclass was opened on May 21 for

girls. 74 girls out of 600 applicantswere admittedand the number will soon

be increasedto 100. Besides the vocationaltraining of the youths, ORT is

giving them general assistance. Showers, a kitchen and mess-hallhave been

installedand sports and music lessons are bein inaugurated.

The presidentof the Morocco ORT Committee received a letter from the Moroccan

Director of Public Instruction,congratulatinghim on the mmrk of ORT and

promisingall facilitiesfor the acquisitionof groundsnecessary for the con-

structionof a school.
(Source: Report on ORT Activities,August 1946-July1947, submittedto the

meeting of the Central Board, World ORT Union, Paris',July 6th-7th, 1947 and

letter from Casablancaof June 20, 1947)

PROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA


In fall 1946, Mrs. R. Gurman,who for many years had worked for the Polish ORT,

was sent as delegate to Czechoslovakia. After lengthy preparations,she was

able to establishORT in Czechoslovakia,which is now legalizedunder the

name "ORT Ceskoslovenskyspelek pro vyvoj remeslnea prumysloveprace Zidu"
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with its main committeeat,Prague. The council of the main committee is
composed of Mr. Weisgal, Chairman,Dr. Blanar and Dr. BreslauerVice-chair-
men, Mr. Mermelstoin,Tresurer. There aro at present 161 students in the
ORT courseswhich arc distributedas follows:

Teplice Dressmaking- 15
Shirtmaking- 22

Usti Shirtmaking- 33
Ready-madeChildren Clothes-17

Podmokly Dressmaking- 20
CuttingLadies Dresses - 16

Karlovy Vary Dressmaking )
(2 workshops) )-38


Shirtmaking)
(1 workshop) )

TOTLL: 161

(Source: Report on ORT activities,ilugust1946 to July 1947, submittedto
the meeting of the Central Board, World ORT Union, Paris, July 6th-7th,1947)

FROM IT4LY

Therearo nuw about 900 students in ORT trainingcenters in Italy. (See
Weekly Summary#15). 2,t,Inzio,near Rome, amaritime schoolwlth 70 stu-
dents has been opened. Two agriculturalschoolshave been opened - for
refugees at ilnzionear Rome, where carpentryand mechanicsarc also being
taught, and for Italian Jews at San Marco near Pisa.
(Sourcel Report from Mr. Blass, ORT Representativein Italy,at the meeting
of the Paris 4'.dvisoryCouncil,World ORT Union on June 16, 1947)

FROM LUSTRL1

Mrs. CylviaMargulies,ORT Director,4,mericanZone in ;a:stria,is rebNrninE,
to the United States after almost a year of intensivework for ORT in Europe.
Mr. Harry Branton has been appointedDcputy Director,World ORT Union, nicr-
can Zone, ,:alstria.
(Source: Minutes of the meeting of the Paris .:LdvisoryCouncil,World ORT
Union, June 16, 1947)

FROM GERMLINY

1..MERICLNZONE

The Weekly Summary in Yiddish, "Wechentliche"ORT"Jedijes Fun Der US Zone",
reveals that a now machine she')was opened at the,ORT School in Landsborg
equippedihrithtwo shapers,one milling machine, four turning lathes, one
mechanical saw,two drillingmachines, one clectric'!7md-ondtorch welding:-
machine.
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FROM COLOM3IA

Dr. Boris Surowich, ORT Union delegate in Latin America, has completedthe ORTFund-RaisingCampaignin Cali, Colombia. The sum of 12,926.45has been received
by the New York Office,'aerldORT Union. In addition to these contributions,a
drillingmachine,valued at aomo was donated to ORT for use in one of the
EuropeanORT schools. Dr. Surowichalso sent 2 checks in the amount of c700,OGas proceedsfrom his campaign in Medellin, Colombia-toNew York.

ORT AGREVEN T ValliYOUTH ALIYAH

Wo reproducebelow a letter sent from ORT Union, Geneva to all ORT organizations,
advisingthem of the agreementconcludedwith the Youth Aliyah.

UNION ORT GENEVA
October,1946

ORT - YOUTH il.LIYAH

Dear Friends:

"Followingthe agreementbetween ORT Union and:theDirection of the YOUTH ALIY.AH,ourorganizationsmust look after the professionaltrainingof the youth wishing to mi-
grate to Palestine,by admittingthese young people in the existingORT institutions or in trainin worksho-s to be establishedes eciall for this sureose. The directiOn77The YOUTH .:11,IYLHwill enforce the main conditionof the agreementwhich says thatthose young people shouldnot interrupttheir a.prenticeshipbefore completingthe
course.

"In exceptionalcases where an interruptionis unavoidable,om; should see that t:1--ft
apprenticeshipbe completedin Palestine,providedthose pupils were successfulones.

"In additionto those taken in favor of professionaltraining, ORT Committeesmustalso take measures for the establishmentof children'sworkshops (age 9-14) in
schools and homes where manual work of all kind will be taught (woodwor2Ang,card-boardwork, 


"The Direction of the YOUTH I,LIYAHwill select candidatesfor short trainingcourseo(6-8 weeks) for instructorsin manual work.

"Cooperationbetween ORT Committeesand representativesof the YOUTH ;i1,IY;d1in orderto reachiheabove mentioned aims is of a very great value. We wish you full success
in your task.

"With our best regards.

Central Executive

Dr. A. Syngalowski"

• (Source: Report on ORT Activities,ilugust1946 to July 1947, submittedto the meet-ing of the CentralBoard, World ORT Union, Paris, July 6th-7th,1947)


