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FIRST REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE CENTRAL BOARD, WORLD ORT UNION IN PARIS

Paris, July 11, 1947:-

An appeal to Jews in all countries to enable the Jewish youth of Burope, par-
ticularly the survivors of ghettos and concentration camps, tostudy trades and
professions by assuring them the basic needs of life, especially food, was issued
today by the Central Board of the World ORT Union

The appeal was made at the closing session of the World ORT Union Central Board's
annual conference which opened in Paris on July 6.

A resolution unanimously adopted by the Board states among other things:

"Having heard the reports of the representatives of the different national
organizations, the Central Board has come to the conclusion that in nearly all war-
devastated countries the realizationof the normal ORT progrem and the normal de-
velopment of ORT vocational activities are hampered because of the tragic lack of
the basic needs of life, particularly food, for those who desire to learn trades
so as to prepare themselves for the future."

Inview of the prevailing situation the Central Board decided to request the
American Joint Distribution Committee "to give consideration to these basic needs."
At the same time an appeal was issued to all friends of ORT and to Jewish public
opinion in all countries to take cognizance of this "grave problem" and to exert
every effort to assure the minimum maintenance of nesdy students wherever new ORT
schools may be opened.

In his opening address to the conference Judge Leon Meiss of France, President
of the Central Board of the World ORT Union, reviewed the present situation of
European Jewry and the rapid expansion of ORT activity in connection with the general
effort to help the survivors of the Ngzi slaughter. Indicating the recognition ex-
tended to ORT's vocational program by various govermments and international govern-
mental organizations (Belgium, France, Sweden, Rumania, Chile, Bolivia, etc.,)

Judge Meiss declared:
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"ORT is no longer just & number of vocational institutions but an organizaticn
which has been called upon to play an important role in the reconstruction of
Jewish life."

At the same time Admiral Louis Kehn of France pointed out that the French
government has accorded full state recognition not only to ORT schools training
Jewish students of French nationality, but also to those teaching Jewish refugees.

Jakob Oleiski and Louis Walinsky described the vocational training of young
and adult Jewish DP's in the American Zone of Germany where ORT is now teaching
6,000 students in over 45 schools. Both emphasized the tragic plight of theDP's
end the growth of anti-Semitism in Germany. "As food stocks diminish and since
IRO is not sufficiently financed to cope with the enormity of the problem the
situation of the Jewish DP's is bound to deteriorate.”

Reporting on the social aspect of ORT's activities Roger van Pragg of Belgium
pointed out that due to the precarious econo :c state of the majority of the Jewish
refugees ORT's vocational training schools were in danger of losing their students
in those countries where no adequate living conditions are assured for them. To
preserve the Jewish youth from becoming tectally declassed, M. van Praag called upon
ORT and the AJDC to exert every effort in order to provide it with the barest mini-
mum subsistence,

Colonel Muszkat of Poland emphasized that, in addition to its vocational pro=--
gram, ORT has also established successfully agricultural training programs in a
number of countries. True to its tradition, he said, ORT should also seek to at-
tach part of the Jewish population to the land, particularly in the agricultural
countries of Burope. In Poland there is already in existence a model ORT agricul=-
tural farm for which the Government contributed the land.

The following members of the Central Board participated in the Conference:-

Dr. David Lvovitch, Dr. Aaron Syngalowski, Vice Presidents; Baron Pierre de Gunz-
bourg, Mr. 4i.C. Litton, Mr. David Rosenstein, (U.S.A.); Mrs, Leon Crestohl (Cenada);
Mr. S. Beloff, Mr. Alexander Holpern (England); Roger van Prgag, Mr. Leon Roth-
schild (Belgium); Mr. Leon Frenkiel, Mr. Louis Kahn, Judge Leon Meiss, Mme. L. Rou-
bach, Nr. J. Scheftel (France); Mr, A. Brunschvig (Switzerland); Mr. Gregory Jas-
zunski, Coloncl iuszkat (Polend); Mr. dJ. Kandel (Rumonia)s. Mr. J. Pardoff (Bulzaria)

As puests:i- Mrs.G, Borkowitz, Mrs. Leon Hgrris, lrs. L. Kaphan, lirs. David
Rosenstein (U.S.i); Mr. A. Neumann, Dr. Tchlenoff (Switzerland)

Members of the ORT Union Staffs- Mr. Louis J. Wialinsky, Director General for
Germany and austria; Mr. Jacob Oleiski, Director »f 0OkT schools in U.S. Zone, Ger-
many; Dr. Samuel Steinberz, Deputy Director, imerican Zone, Germany, Mrs. I. Moy

.showitch, Deputy Director, British Zone, Germany; Mrs. Cylvia HMergulies, Directcr,

Austria, Mr. Ronzo Levi, Ing. Jarasch, Italy; Mr. E, Gordon, Mr. C.L.Lang,Fraane:
Mr. V. Halpern, Switserland.

NEW YORK OFFICE, WORLD ORT UNION

Money Trensfers - The sum of $105,000 was transferred to Switzerland by cable
on dJuly 15,
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NEWS FROM ABROAD

FROM MUNICH

Mr. Louis J. Walinsky sees General Lucius D. Clay = On June 26, Mr, Welinsky
had a long talk with Gencral Clay in Berlin and presented to him & memorandum
listing ORT's supply requirements. Gen. Clay promised that he would make
available to ORT such required materials as were available in captured enemy
stocks, and that he would help to the extent possible from the German economy,
provided that he could obtain clearance from the British under the bi-zonal
economic agreement.,

(Source: Letter from Mr. Walinsky, dated Munich, July 3, 1947)

FROM BULGARIA

The Bulgarian ORT was established in 1934. Its work was interrupted during

the war. After the end of. tho war, the old ORT workcrs were called together

and a new administrative body was appointed. Contact with ORT Hoadquarters

in Geneva was established. At the beginning of January of this year we were
able to reopen our schools and courses.

SOFIA - At present we have reesteblished the prewar training workshops for
ﬁsaﬁﬁbrking, bookbinding, cardboardworking and dressmeking. Here thec pupils,
boys and girls, receive their training during and outside of their curricu=
lum, about three to six hours weekly. The training workshops are installed
in a rather antiquated building which is now bein thoroughly remodelled. We
received more than 1,000,000 Levas for this purpose from the Jewish Communi ty
in Sofia., Moreover, the Jewish Community is putting at our disposal without
charge ore entire floor of the school, which means a saving of about 500,000
Levas in rent for us.

We are now planning to establish courses for children in metal-working as pre-
paration for the Technical Highschool which we hope to open with the beginning
of the new school term in September. This school will have two departments,
one for mechanics and one for clectro-technicians. We have alrecady received
mechines and tools to equip this school, and the Jewish Community is putting
at our disposal two stories of a building which will accomodate the first and
even the second year's courses. The Ministry of Industry has given its ap-
proval to operate this school; the director has been appointed end the enroll-~
ment begun. We expect to have 90 to 100 boys and several girls. Probably
m~ny more pupils will want to enroll than we will be able to accommodate.

For our girls we have established courses in dressmaking and carpet-making.
During the next year this establishment will be transformed into a regular
school. There are at present 64 girls in the dressmeking course and 17 in

the carpet-making course. The courses are conducted be experienced teachers
end artisans and the students are meking exccllent progress. e consider the
carpet course to be of special importance. Up to now the Jowish women were
rather rcluctant to choose this trade, but thanks to our energy and propaganda,
Wwe are constantly able to increase the number of pupils and expect soon to
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YEWS FROM ABROAD - continued ~4=

. have 30. By the end of the current year we hope to have the precliminaries of
an "ORT Carpet Corporation" completed, which we intend to enlarge up to 200
people. We shall discuss with the Central Headquarters whether they cen pro-
vide us with high~-quality wool and with the necessary quantity of colors.
Furthermore, we hope to prepare a good team of workers and to put them at the
disposal of headquarters for usc in Switzerland and France.

IN THE PROVINCES - Committees have been established in Plowdiv, Varna, Rousse,
Schumen end Pazardjik, and courses in woodworking, tailoring, cardboard anc
bookbinding, mechanics, clcctrotechnics, drossmaking, lingery, and
carpet-making are being established.

At the end of June 1947, the Bulgarian ORT was training a total of 497 students
in 17 schools, workshops, and vocational courses. There are at present 50,000
Jews living in Bulgaria. Their need for training is great and the Bulgarian
ORT has conceived projects for the enlargement of its courses and for the add-
ing of new trades to the ones that are already being taught.

(Source: Report submitted to the Paris Conference, Central Board, World ORT
Union, July 6, 1947 by Mr. J. Pardoff, Chairman, Bulgarien ORT.)

FROM WORTH AI'RICA

Two new ORT centers werc opened, one in slgiers and one in Casablanca. The
slgiers school has three sections, for mechanics, for electricians and for

‘ joiners.

In Casablanca, the school for boys consists of a section for woodworking and
another one for mechanics. 1,600 youths applied for admission, but only 200
could be accepted. Of these, 160 are in’the mechanical class and 40 in the
woodworking class. In sddition, a dressmeking class was opencd on May 21 for
girls. 74 girls out of 600 applicents were admitted and the number will soon
be increased to 100. Besides the vocational training of the youths, ORT is
giving them generul assistence., Showers, a kitchen and mess-hall have been
installed and sports and music lessons are bein inaugurated.

The president of the Morocco ORT Committee received a letter from the loroccan
Director of Public Instruction, congratulating him on the work of ORT and
promising all facilities for the acquisition of grounds necessary for the con-
struction of a school.

(Source: Report on ORT Activities, August 1946-July 1947, submitted to the
meeting of the Central Board, World ORT Union, Paris, July 6th-7th, 1947 and
letter from Casablanca of dJune 20, 1947)

FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA

In fall 1946, Mrs. R. Gurman, who for many years had worked for the Polish ORT,
was sent as delegate to Czechoslovakia. After lengthy preparations, she was
able to establish ORT in Czechoslovakia, which is now legalizcd under the

name "ORT Ceskoslovensky spelek pro vyvoj remeslne a prumyslove prace Zidu"

.f{',
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NE#WS FROM ABRQAD_— continued

with its main committec at Praguec. The council of the main committee is
composed of MMr. Weisgal, Chairman, Dr. Blanar and Dr. Breslauer Vice~-chair-
men, Mr. Mermelstein, Treasurcr. There are at present 161 students in the
ORT courses which are distributed as follows:

Teplice Dressmaking « 15
, Shirtmeking - 22
Usti Shirtmaking - 33
Ready-made Children Clothes-17
Podmokly Dressmeking - 20
Cutting Ladies Dresses - 16
Karlovy Vary Dressmaking )
(2 workshops) )-38
Shirtmaking °)
(1 workshop) )
TOTAL: 161

(Source: Report on ORT Activities, sugust 1946 to July 1947, submitted to
the meeting of the Central Board, World ORT Union, Paris, July 6th-7th, 1947)

FROM ITALY

There are now about 900 students in ORT training centers in Italy. (See
Weckly Summery 515). At Anzio, near Rome, B.maritime school with 70 stu-
dents has been opened. Two agricultural schools have been opened - for
refugees at /Anzio near Rome, whoere carpentry and mechanics arc also being
taught, and for Italien Jews at San llarco ncar Pisa.

(Source: Roport from Mr. Blass, ORT Representative in Italy, at the meeting
of the Paris .ddvisory Council, World ORT Union on Juna 16, 1947)

FROM AUSTRIA

Mrs. Cylvia Margulies, ORT Director, american Zone in sustria, is reteraing
to the United States after almost a year of intonsive work for ORT in Eurogpe.
Mr. Parry Brenton has been appointed Dgputy Director, World ORT Union, Amori-
cean Zone, iustria.

(Source: Minutes of the meeting of the Paris idvisory Council, World ORT
Union, June 18, 1947)

FROM GERMANY

LMERICAN ZONE

The Weekly Surmary in Yiddish, "Wechentlichc"ORT" Jedijes Fun Der US Zone",
reveals that a new machine shop was opened at the. ORT School in Landsberg
equipped with two shapers, one milling mechine, four turning lathes, one
mechanical saw, two drilling machines, one (lcctric ‘and ono torch welding.::. -
machine.
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FROM COLOMBIA

Dr. Boris Surowich, ORT Union delegate in Latin America, has completed the QRT
Fund-Raising Campaign in Cali, Colombia. The sum of $2,926.45 has been received
by the New York Office, World ORT Union, In addition to these contributions, a
drilling machine, valued at $100.00 was donated to ORT for use in onec of the
European ORT schools. Dr. Surowich also sent 2 checks in the amount of $700.00
as proceeds from his campaipgn in Medellin, Colombia.to Wew York.

ORT AGREEMENT WITH YOUTH ALIYAH

We reproduce below a letter sent from ORT Union, Geneva to all ORT organizations,
advising them of the agreement concluded with the Youth Aliyah,

UNION ORT GENEVA
October, 1946
ORT - YOQUTH ALIYAH

Dear Friends:

"Following the agrecment between ORT Union and.the Direction of the YOUTH .LIY.iH, our
organizations must look after the professional training of the youth wishing to mi-
grate to Palestine, by admitting these young people in the cxisting ORT institutions
or in training workshops to be cstablished especielly for this purpose. The direction
: 4H will enforce the main condition of the agreement which says that
these young people should not interrupt their a .prenticeship hefore completing the
course.

"In exceptional cases where an interruption is unavoidable, one should see that 1 eir
epprenticeship be completed in Palestine, provided those pupils were successful ones,

"In addition to those taken in favor of professional training, ORT Committees must
also take measures for the establishment of children's workshops (age 9-14) in 4Aliysh
schools and homes where manual work of all kind will be taught (woodworking, card-
boardwork, sveees ).

"The Direction of the YOUTH ALIYAH will sclect candidates for short training coursecs
(6-8 weeks) for imstructors in manual work.

"Cooperation between ORT Committees and representatives of the YOUTH ALIVAH in order
to reach the above mentioned aims is of a very great values We wish you full success
in your tagk.

"With our best rogards.

Central Executive

Dr. 4. Syngalowski"

(Source: Report on ORT Activities, iugust 1946 to July 1947, submitted to the mcet-
ing of the Central Board, World ORT Union, Paris, July 6th-7th, 1947)




