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CENTRALBOARDMEETING,PARIS FLASH 

As we go to press,we have just receiveda cable dated Paris, July 9,from Mr. David Rosenstein,Chairmanof the American delegation,indi-cating that the CentralBoard meeting in Paris progressesextremelywell. Certain importantdecisionshave alreadybeen adopted, especiallya resolutionthat the ExecutiveCommitteeshall meet regularly in Paris everyother mth,. mnd another resolutiondesigned to strengthenthe Financialand AccountingOffice in Now York. In addition,a special sub-committeeconsistdngof Messrs. Lvovitch, Syngalowski,Halpern, Litton and Rosenstein,hr_s peen investigating•methods of strengtheningORT ;forkin Germany andAustria. It was unanimoUslyi.econnk3nr;lod that Mr. Walinsky become Direc-




tor-Generalfor Germany and Austria, with headquartersin Paris, workingunder the Advisory Council. We hope to be able to present a full reportof the decisionsof the Central Board in the next issue of the WEEKLYSUMMARY.

LETiER FROM DIRECTOR GENERAL LOdELL W. ROOKS

The New York Office,Yorld ORT Union, received a letter from Director GeneralLowell W. Rooks of UNRRA, dated June 25. In this letter he expresseshissincere hope "that the orld ORT Union will continue its splendid cooperationand assistancewith the IRO in the fine spirit Aaich has been evident throughoutUNRRA's experience. I likewisedesire to extend personallyand on behalf ofmy associatesour best wishes for continuedsuccess in your efforts to aidthe victims of avression."

MajorGeneralWalterA. Wbod,has been appointedActing Chief in Washingtonof the PreparatoryCommissionfor the InternationalRefugee Organization,ef-fective July 1, accordingto a letter receivedby thc American Council ofVoluntaryAgencies for Foreign Service. Oliver Stone and Martha H. Biehle,formerAmerican Resident of the IntergovernmentalCommitteeon Refugees,aremembers of the staff of the new offices of the PreparatoryCommissionfor IROin Washington,as disclosed in a letter from Miss Biohle of July 1. The letterconcludeswith the followingparagraphs
"We will look forward to continuingin the name of the PreparatoryCom-mission of the IRO the same happy cooperationwe have had with you in ourwork for the IntergovernmentalCommittee."
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FROM AUSTRIA

On June 13, the first examinationof 21 studentsof the electrortechnicalcourse in Salzburgtook -place. The resultswere most gratifying,as testifiedby reportsgiven by EngineerHans Maislinger,teacher at the Central VocationalSchool in Salzburg and Enf-ineerErnest Rller,.teacherat.theCentral VocatiD-nta School and pr3fessorat thc VT)cationalHigh Scho,.)1in Salzburg. The reportgiven by Eng. Ernest Roller reads as follows:
Salzburg,June 13, 1047

".ilsa member of the Board,of Examiners,I attended the final examinationsof Group I in a three-month'scourse in electrotech.licsat the ORT Trade
School in Salzburg,andreport the following:

In the PracticalExaminationall 21 students showed extraordinary
skill in the careful and expert executionof simple and complicated
circuit prob1ems4

In the Written, TheoreticalExaminationthe pupils mastered the
problems given to them, and the results were found clear and understandable.

In the Oral) TheoreticalExaminationby asking several questionsI
convincedmyself that the pupils possessedsound knowledge of the subjectand had evidentlybeen trained to think clearly.

"Havingbeen director of several technicaltrade schools for many years,and having had twenty years experienceas chief-engineerin the electrical
industry,I believe myself capable of judging the success of this ORT
School. It surpassesanything I have had occasionto see so far inAustrian and German schools.

"The reason for this success is the excellent,concentratedteachingmethod, adapted to practicalneeds, and theserious and diligent coopera-tion between teachersand students which did not permit any loss of time.

"I am pleasedwith the achievmentsof this course and wish the institute,
its excellentteachersand its diligent pupils their well-deservedsuccess."

Dir. Eng. Ernest Roller
at present vocationalteacher at the Central
VocationalSchool and professorat the
VocationalHigh School in Salzburg

The May report on ORT work in Austria, submittedby Mrs. Cylvia Margulies,DirectorAustrian Zone, states that the Salzburg ORT School has been redecoratedand the attendanceis growing. After the ompletion of the first course inelectro-mechanics,a mew one has been opened.

w.
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NEWS FROMABROAD- continued

A privateten roomstonehouse,with a garden,has beensecuredfromtheArmyRealEstateSection,to be usedas livingquartersfor the instructorsof the SalzburgORT.

TheAJDC has giventhe ORT instructors10 now men'ssuits. Mr. Moe Leavitt,AJDC representativefromNew YorkCity,visitedthe SalzburgORT and statedthatthe technicalinstructiontherewas as fineas he had everseen.

TheAustrianORT has receivedvarioussuppliesfromItaly,Sweden,AmricanRed Crossand theArmy. ORT Salzburgmanufactured162 aprons,accordingtospecificationsprovidedby theArmy,frombed sheetingsuppliedby theArmy;the unusedsuppliesare to be keptby ORT.

The ORT Schoolin Linznow has an attendanceof 140 studentsin coursesfordressmaking,millinery,electro-mechanicsand cuttingformen.

TheViennaKultusgemeindehas renteda buildingat Dennisgasse33 to ORT fortenyearsto be usedas ViennaORT School.

FROM GERMANY .

AMERICANZONE

"ORTUnionin the AmericanZone",a mimeographedpublicationin Yiddish,issuedby WorldORT UnionMunich,reportsin No. 16 of June3 thatthe ORTtrainingcenterin Zeilsheimnear Frankfurtcelebratedits firstanniversarytogetherwiththe graduationof 43 pupils. A banquetwas heldat whichthe
graduateswere presentedwith theirdiplomas.Amongthoseattending,werethe CommissionerforRacial.Religiousand PoliticalPersecutees,Dr. KurtEpstein,and representativesof UNRRA,AJDC,CampCommitteesand otherre-gionalorganizations.

FROM POLAND

A new branchof the PolishORT Committeewas openedat Liegnitz,LowerSilesia.In the presenceof Eng.BotszemokfromWarsaw,a committeeof 7 was appointedunderthe chairmanshipof Mr. Grinberg.Eng.Maimanowitzwas entrustedwiththe secretarialand technicaladminstrationof thenew ORT traingcenter. ABoursein cuttingfor womenfor 16 pupilsand anotherin mechanicalknittingfor20 pupilswere immediatelyopened. Eveningcoursesin millineryand sup-plementarycoursesforyouthsmrking in a factoryduriagtheday are in pre-paration.At present,4,000Jewslivingin LiegnitzdesireassistancefromORT,accordingto a reportfromVihrsawof June26.

FROMAUSTRALIA

Dr. MauriceLaserson,ORT representativein Australia,in a letterof June12,confirmedthatJewishimmigrantsto Australiawillbe primarilyselectedaccor-dingto theirskills. Skilledworkers,techniciansandagriculturists,pre-paredto settleon the land,will receivepriority.
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NEWS FROMAMERICA

MEW YORKOFFICE,WORLDORT UNION

Duringthe firsthalfof 1947,$21,743.80in cashandmachineryhas beentransferredby New Yorkto the ORT committeesin LatinA.Lmerica,accordingtoa specialreportpreparedby thc FinancialandAccountingOffice. The analysisof WorldORT UnionexpendituresforLatinAmericaraisesa numberof policyquestionswhichhavebeenforwardedto the ExecutiveCommitteefordocisite.

Not all of theseexpendituresare chargeableto the 1947budgetof the respec-tivecountries,us somemachinery:ihipmentsand one cashremittanceare infulfillmentof 1946obligations.In addition,vehavereceiveda cablefromParisfromwhichwe inferthatthe subventionsto BrazilianORT (bothin Riode Janeiroand in Sao Paulo)havebeenhandledfromsourcesotherthanNewYork.

CashtransfersandmachineryshipmentsfromNew York chargeableto WorldORTUnion1947subventionsto LatinAmericaamountedto 419,049.99in the firstsixmonthsof theyear. Thebreakdownby countriesis shownin the followingtabulation:

New YorkExpendituresFirstHalf1947forLatinAmerica

Chargeableto 1947WorldORT UnionSubventions

(InU.S.Dollars)

Country Amount

Argentina 0 4,000.00
Bolivia 900.00
Brazil(Riode Janeiro) 1,365.23
Chile 4,000.00
Uruguay 7,584.76
Cuba 1,200.00

TOTAL 119,049.99

lei Representscommitmentformachinery,shippingchargesforwhicharenot yet known.

2( Includesmachineryshippedby ORT Tool,valuedat $2,584.76.

Duringthe sameperiodof time,fund-raisingcampaignshavebeen carriedonin severalLatinAmericancountries,the proceedsfromwhichalreadytotalapproximately$40,000,or abouttwicethe subventionspaidout to LatinAmericanORT schoolsby WorldORT Union. Someof thesecampaignsare stillin processand it is hopedthatthis commendableperformancewillbe main-tainedin the secondhalfof 1947.

21
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EDI TORIA L

FOR THE ADMISSION OF DISPLACEDPERSONS TO THE us:,
On July 7, PresidentHarry S. Truman sent a specialmessage to Congressurginglegislationto admit Europeandisplaced persons as immigrantsto the USA. Inhis message the Presidentstressedthe impossiblityof leavingtho DP's in-definitelyin camps or of turning them out in Germany into the communityofthe very peoplewho persecutedthem. "This Government,"he said, "has beenfirm in resistingany proposalto send these people back to their former homesby force,where it is evident that their unwillingnessto return is based uponpoliticalconsiderationor fear of persecution".

The Presidentemphasizedthat he did not favor waiving existingimmigrationlegislationbut rather supplementingit since the quotas for Eastern Europeancountriesare insufficient. This would enable the USA "to share with othernations in this enterpriseof offeringan opportunityfor a now life to thosepeople".

Outstandingin the message was the President'srefutationof argumentsagainstadmittingDP's. This country,he pointed out, has "successfUllyassimilatedvast numbers of people of all countries"into our national life. Many of theDP's have "alreadystrong routs in this country-bykinship, religion or natio-nal origin". "Their occupationalbackground,"he continued,"clearlyindicatesthat they can quicklybecome useful members of our American communities. Theirkinsmen have been vital factors in farm and workshop for generations. They havemade lasting contributionsto our arts and sciencesand politicallife. Theyhave been nuMbered among our honored dead on every battlefieldof war."
"I urge the Congress,"the message closes, "to press forwardwith its consi-deration of this subject and-to pass suitable legislationas speedilyas pos-sible."

The President'sstatementcame shortly after S.1563 was introducedin the Senateby Senator Homer Ferguson. An interestingfeature of this bill is its inten-tion to give priority to skilledworkers and.farmors. To permit comparisonwith the Strattonbill, which we publishedin Weekly Summary#4, we are repro-ducing tho Fergusonbill. While it differs in certain importantrespects, theFergusonbill appears to representin the Senate a companionpiece of legisla-tion to the Strattonbill now under considerationby the House of Representa-tives.

80th Congress
1st Session S. 1563

•
IN THE SEVATE OF THE UNITED STATES - JULY 2,

Mr. Ferguson (for himself, Mr. Ball, Mr. Smith, Mr.Mr. Bricker,Mr. Cooper, Mr. Hatch, Mi. McGrath andintroducedthe followingbill; which was read twiceto the Committee on the Judiciary.

1947

Saltonstall,
Mr. Morse)
and referred
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NEWS FRU:, continued

A BILL

To authorizefor a limited period of time the admissionof certain dis-placed persons into the United States for permanentresidence.

Bo it enactedby the Senate and Housn of Representativesof the UnitedStates of America in Imgress assembled,That this Act may be cited as the"Emergencybisplaced PersonsAdmissionAct".

SECTION 2. When used in this Act, the term "displacedpersonnmeans--

a person displacedfrom the country of his residenceduring World War II by forcibledeportation;

a personwho is registeredas a displacedperson by theUnited Nations Relief :,dminsitration,the InternationalGovernmentalCommittee on Refugees, or the InternationalRefugee Organization;

•
a person born in Poland, Finland,Estonia,Latvia, Lithuania,Germany, Austria, or Italy and who, during World War II, borearms against the enemies of the United States and (1) is un-able to return to the country of which he is a national forfear of politicalreprisal or (2) is unwillingto return to,or remain in, the country of which he is a nationalbecauseof persecUtionor his fear of persecutionon account of race,religion or politicalopinions.

SECTION 3. For a period of four years commencingon the first day of thefirst month beginning after the date of enactmentof this Ant, any displacedperson applying for admission for permanent'residenceto the United States shallbe admittedas a nonquota immigrant,if the displacedperson is qualifiedunderthe immigrationlaws of the United States for admissionfor permanentresidence.

SECTION 4. Priority under this Act shall be given, first, to orphanswhoare under twenty-oneyears of age: and, second in the followingorder: To thewidow, children,parents,and other relatives (withinthe fourth degree of con-sanguinityunder common law) of citizens of the United States or of personswhoserved honorably in the armed forces of the United States during World War I orWorld War II. Subject to the above priorities,so far as practicable,thereshall be admitted under the program contemplatedby this Act persons possessedofspecial trades, skills, profession,or aptitudesas will best meet the economicneeds of the United States and contributeto'its cultural,religious,economic,or industrialwelfare and prosperity.

• SECTION 5. The Secretaryof State and the Attorney General shall haveauthority,acting jointly,to prescribeappropriateregulationsfor the adminis-tration of this Act; and the President is authorizedto utilize such agencies inthe executivebranch of the Governmentas he deems necessary to carry out thepurposes of this Act.


