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NEVISFROM ABROAD

FROM GERMANY

AMERICAN ZONE

At a DistrictDirectors'Conferencein Stuttgarton June 15, Mr. Louis J.
Walinsky,Director of ORT in the American and British Zones of Germany,
gave a comprehensivespeech on the past accomplishmentsand future tasks
of ORT in Germany. Some excerptsdealingwith the period that lies im-
mediatelyahead follavg":

"Fellow ORT Workers,

	 The first point I should liketo stress with you in looking to the
future, is that phase 1 of the ORT operation in Germany is now being con-
cluded. Pe have come to the end of an era, and it is well that before
going forwardwe should recognizethis fact. Phase I was a period of
frenziedactivitynecessary to meet an emergencysituation. Our people
were in the camps. They had to have somethingto do. The activityhad
to be created for them.... In this period there was little time to think,
to organize,to plan.... The importantthing for ORT during this period
was to get the schools going. That job, my friends,has been done, well
done, and in the face of great hardships.

But even as we take note of the passing of an era in the work of ORT
in Germany,we see, too, that a new era, Phase 2, has alreadybegun.
I have seen this phase myself in Landsberg. What exists in LandeL,
berg, exists also elsewherein ma:ly of our schools. lhase 2 for •

those schools and districtswhich have not yet arrived at the point of
Landsberg,must consist in the improvementand regularisationof the
work. It will exist for each school when the building in which the
school is housed wdll be adequate for the purpose,suitablylocated,
well painted and decorated;when the equipment,machineryand tools
and the supply of materials is such as to make possiblea satisfactory
and continuouslearningprocess;when the instructorialstaff has been
so selectedand trained in service to give the studentsthe kind of
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instructionto which they are entitled;when the sehool adminstration
has been developed in such a way as to coordinateand direct for the
'bestpossibleresults the learningprocess.

....Theother side of the picture consists in bringinsthe wprk of ORT
to those camps and communitieswhere it does not now exist and where
its activity is needed.... To do both these jobs simultaneouslyis
a tremendoustask. In my opinion it is not possibleto do both these
jobs simultaneouslywith completesuccess at this moment. We don't
have the facilities,the equipment,the tools, the materials,and most
important,wa don't have the men. Malt wa must concentrateon for the
next few months, is to improve the quality of our existingoperations.
Ey this concentrationwa shall develop the techniques,the organization,
the means and the "know-haw",to take on and accomplishan expansion
job.... We shall continueto grow during this period of improvement,
but I questionwhether during the next few months wa should attempt to
double or triple the number of studentsuntil we have achieved a sub.
stantial improvementinthe existingoperations.

The completionof Phase 2 within a period of a few months will require
a tremendouseffort on the part of all of us.. In order to achieve it,
wa shall need much machinery, equipmentand supplies. We shall need
more transport. We shall need more porsopnel. We shall need to estab-
lish better relationstdth UNRRA and its successorand the Military at
the zone level, at the district level and at the school level. We shall
need to improveour organizationand our procedure. We shall need to
improve our methods of instruction,of school direction,of school in-
spection,of central administration. We shall need to improve the con-
ditions of life or our students.

...Thismeeting today cannot salve all of the problems,but it can bo,
and I know it will be, the first of the sories of meetings to which wo
will bring our common problems,devise ways of meeting them and develop
coordiantedprograms for overcomingthem."

BRITISH ZONE

A report on ORT activitiesin the British Zone of Germany,covering the period
from 1946 to June 1947, was submittedby Mrs. I. •owshowitch,Deputy Director,
British Zone, World ORT Union, to the second annualcongress of the Cormaittee
of Libersted Jews. The report states that 900:DP1s-wore trained at-Bolson
during the first yeZr and—that ih Juno 1947, 35Q studentswere in'training
h-various trades-at-thiscamp. Eighty f the studentswho.graduat,.4.-from
the (MT School for DcintalMec4anics in Belson are noutrorkingfor the benefit
ofethecommunitr.-lai Hanover;_Ahlum and- Ntustadt, thu•work is.prograssiE and
nuu requestshavecaMa in fromsuch.small'.places as Luoneburg,Brunswick, •.
Northeim and others to upon ORT trainingcenters. The report ends with

•
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a review of the results achieved in the field of vocationaltraining in theBritish Zone and comes to the followingconclusion:

"It is no longer debated as to which Jewish Organizationis the mostsuitableone to carry on the work of VocationalTraining. ORT has beenrecognizedas the organizationwhich, by all its previous experienceis eminentlysuited for the purpose.

In the abnormalconditionsprevailingin this country,the task couldnot be adequatelycarried out without the whole-heartedassistanceof allthe other Jewish organizations. In submittingthis report to the secondCongressof Liberated Jews in the British Zone, the ORT would thereforelike to place on record the fact that this division of spheres of acti-vities among the various Jewish bodies adhered to by all the organizationsin the field of operationhas vastly contributedto a friendlyand help-ful co-operationfor the benefit of all those in need of this work."

FROM ITALY


The first examinationsfor ORT pupils in /Man were successfullyconcluded,accordingto a report received from Milan via Geneva, Switzerland. The firstgroup consistedof 16 tailorsand the second of 11 cutters of ladies' dresses.At the suggestionof ORT, the ItalianDepartment of Trade Schools (ConsorzioProvincialeper l'IstruzioneTecnicadi Milano) nominatedthe examinersandconductedthe examinations. The examinerspraised the pedagogicaltalentsandteachingmethods of the ORT instructors. Among the expertswas ProfessorG.Marangoni,author of a textbookon tailoringused by all Italianschools.Diplomas issued by ORT will also be signed by the Consorzio and will bear thestatementthat the board of examinersWas composed of expertsappointedby theConsorzio.

At Torino-Lucento17 professionalgardeners graduatedbefore a board whichincludedProfessor Carbone of the ZootechnicalInstitute.

Of special importancewas a course for instructorsin woodworkingand wood-carving, given in a trainingworkshop at Selvino by the Swiss specialist,Mr. A. Klein. The graduatesof this coursewill now serve as instructorsinJewish primary schools in Italy and Palestine.

According to a report on the activitiesof ORT in Italy, given at the Adminis-trative CommitteeMeeting of the Central Board, World ORT Union in Geneva onJune 13, there were 10 trainingworkshopsand one traininggarden establishedin Central and Southern Italy in the beginning of 1947.

In Northern Italy, 28 trainingworkshops and vocationalcourses were opened,as well as 4 agriculturaltraining centers. Includingthe 4 ORT institutions
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which were already fanotioningin 1946, the total number of students in Italyat present amounts to 833.

According to an agreementwith UNRRA, ORT is recognizedas the only institu-tion for the training of DP's in Italy. The Milan ORT concludedan agree-ment with the representativeof UNRRA DP Operations,accordingto which UNRRAwill supply the ORT trainingworkshops for knitting and shirtmakingwith wooland fabrics. UNRRA intendedoriginallyto give to ORT only the already cutshirt material. At the advice of the Geneva ORT Centre, the Milan ORT sug-gested that the cutting should also be performedby the ORT and UNRRA accep-ted this offer. The finishedproductswill be taken over by UNRRA's departmentfor clothing. For the work done in the ORT trainingworkshops,a renumerationwill be paid by UNRRA which xdll be distributedamong the ORT pupils.

(Source: Informationand InstructionDepartment,ORT Union, Geneva)

FROM POLAND

The Polish Governmenthas given the ORT Committeeof Wroclaw (Breslau)sixmore farms on -whichwill be organizedJewish agriculturalsettlements,anofficial of the Polish ORT temporarilyin London disclosed. The ORT is sendingtwo tractors to the farms.

The organizationalso received a 50-acre farm near Bielawawhere it will setup a model agriculturalschool for Jewish farmers. At Lejnica the organiza-tion has establisheda schoolwhich offers instructionin sewing, tractor andautoaobiledriving and mechanics.

A national conferenceof ORT teachersand educationaladvisors opened inWroclaw this week-end. At the conferencean exhibitionwill be held ofproductsmade by students in ORT schools during the past two years.

(Source: Cable from London to JTA, New York - JTA Bulletin June 30, 1947)

FROM SHANGHAI

The American Office,World ORT Union, just received a letter signed by allco-workersof the Shanghai ORT school which reads as follows:

On occasion of the departureof our esteemedMr. Chaim Rozenbes,wethe undersignedco-workersof the "ORT" TrainingCenter in Shanghai,have arranged a farewell party in his honor today.

Reviewing the most importantwork which he has done for the benefitof the European Jewish Refugees here we bear in mind the enormousdif-ficultieswhich had to be overcome in order to carry through the ne-cessary trainingprogram.
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On this day it is our heartfeltdesire to expressour gratitudetoMr. Chaim Rozenbes,to him and the "MT" orgc.nizationhe representsin Shanghai. Thanks to 'his great personal influenceand inspiringenthusiasmhe has not nnly succeededin organizinga model workingtrainingcenter here liutalso in implanting"ORT"s ideas in his co-workers.

Having grown into the scheme of "ORT"s activitieswe are proud tobe tho vanguard trying to clear the way for a butter future of ourmuch persecutedRefugees here.

We take this opportunityto extend our most sincere greetingstoall of you."

Mr. Chaim Rozonbes, an old worker of ORT in Poland,was a refugee in Shang-hai where he establishedand directedall through the war the Shanghai ORTunder most trying conditions. ORT has asked Mr. Rozenbes to establishORTtrainingcenters in Australia,mainly for immigrants. We join the ShanghaiORT workers in their best wishes for Mr. Rozenhes'sfuture.

The Shanghai ORT Cannittoehas been enlargedand will continue the operationof the school.

NEWS FROM APERICA

NEW YORKOFFICE,•RLD ORT UNION

Dr. Samuel Steinberg,Chairman of the Social Studies Departmentof StuyvesantHigh School, author of widely used text books, and outstnndingeducatorandadministrator,left by plane on July 1. Dr. Steinbergwill stop in Paris onhis way to Munich where he will occupy a teacing position in ORT's vocation-al trainingof Jewish DP's. The months prior to his departurewere wollutilized in acquiring importantvocationaland instructionalmaterials andother teachingaids that will serve to accelerateORT's program in Germany.
A luncheonwas given in honor of Mr. A. Shaban, South-Africanleader of ORT.Mr. Louis B. Boudin, Chairman,Board of pirectárs, American ORT Federation,and member of the Executive,Central Beard, World ORT Union,.presided.On this occasionMr. Shaban informed the gatheringthat the South-Africanimmigrationauthoritiesare giving preferencein grantinglanding permitsto all the people.possessingdiplomas from ORT schools anywhere in the world.

•
ORT togetherwith OZE gave a luncheonin honor of Mr. Max Turkow,member ofthe ExecutiveCommittee of the FederacionSudamericanORT, Buenos Aires andMr. Tynkelswarc,member of the Sao Paulo ORT Committee. Mr. Ilya M. Trotzkyintroducedthe guests of honorwho then gave a report on ORT work in Argentineand Sao Paulo respectively. Dr. Jacob Frumkin extendeda farewell to Mr.Trotzkywho is going to Californiato establishhis residence there, and Mr.Philip Block, ExecutiveDirector,American ORT Federation,6ave a report onMr. Trotzky'swork in Mexico and Cuba.



Weekly Summary 15 -6-

•

ORT PUBLICITY

The American ORT Federationhas just published the first issue of a YiddishQuarterly "Arbeitun Oifboi",giving facts and dLtails about ORT's work andaccomplishments,us well as discussingcollateralproblems.

The June issue of the ORT EconomicReview containsthe followingarticles:"RecentDevelopments in Economic Theory and the Resurgenceof Anti-Semitism"by Louis B. Boudin; "The Mennet Plan and the Immigrationof JewishWorkersInto France" by A. Michelsonand A. Gordon; "ORT's Plans and 4ork in Italy"by Aron Syngalowski;"Nathan Birnbaum'sLife and Work" by SolomonA. Birn-baum; "Appeasement'sSire: FDR's Policy towards Vichy and Franeo Spain" byS.L. Peterson;and "KoreanBackground"by L.B. Jackson.

In England,a Jewish pictorialmonthly "New Life" of June 1947, publishedatwo-page illustratedartiele on ORT and the work of the London ORT School.The picturesshow an ORT drafting class as well as scenes from the coursesfor radio,machine shop, wlding and dressmaking.

The New York Office, iJerldORT Union, just receivedthe April issue of thebulletin of the South-AfricanORT-OZE, includingan interviewwith Dr. SamuelGringauz,Chairmanof the Council of Liberated Jews in the American Zone andof the Committeeof the LandsbergJewish Centre, given on the occasionofhis trip to Paris. Dr. Gringauzstated "that the ORT wus playing a vital'part in rebuildingthe morale of the displacedpersons."

Issues..No.3and 4 of the YiddishWeekly Summary,publishedby ORT Headquartersin Munich, coveringthe weeks from Juno 14 through June 28, contain interestingdetails showing the progressof ORT work in the American Zone of Germany. Ofspecial interestis a letter from the director of the Area Team Passau, Dr.Altmann, to the ORT HeadquartersMunich. This letter,which was uTitten inGerman, reads in English as follows:

"From: ORT Trade School at the Central Committee June 11, 1947Pocking,Waldstadt

To: Wbrld ORT Union, Munich
Attention Mr. Rabinowitz

Followingthe graduationof students from the auto-mechanicclass onJune 9, nine pupils have found employmentwith the UNRRA garage as auto-mechanics. They were examinedby an American expertwho commentedextremelyfavorablyon their skills.

As the result of the successfUlexaminations,the UNRRA directorimmediatelyemployedthese pupils. The director of the culturaldepart-ment admired the work of the pupils and gave them special prizes. Theadministratorsof the camp, who were present at the examination,especial.ly thanked the instructorsand directors of the ORT trade school.

Sincerely,

Dr.Altman, Director,Area Team Passau"


