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NEWS FROM ABROAD

FROM GERMANY

AMERICAN ZONE

At a District Directors! Conference in Stuttgart on June 15, Mr. Louis J.
Walinsky, Director of ORT in the American and British Zones of Germany,
gave a comprehensive speech on the past accomplishments and future tesks
of ORT in Germany. Some excerpts dealing with the period that lies im-
mediately ahead follow:

"Fellow ORT Workers,

eseeseThe first point I should liketo stress with you in looking to the
future, is that phase 1 of the ORT operation in Germany is now being con-
cluded. We have come to the end of an era, and it is well that before
going forward we should recognize this fact. Phese 1 was a period of
frenzied activity necessary to meet an emergency situation. Our people
were in the camps. They had to have something to do. The activity had
to be created for them.,... In this period there was little time to think,
to organize, to plan.... The important thing for ORT during this period
vas to get the schools going. That job, my friends, has been done, well
done, and in the face of great hardships,

But even as we take note of the passing of an era in the work of ORT
in Germany, we see, too, that a new era, Phase 2, has already begun.

I have seen this phase myself in Landsberg. What exists in Lands: -~
berg, exists also elsowhere in many of our schools. Thase 2 for
those schools and districts which have not yet arrived at the point of
Landsberg, must consist in the improvement and regularisation of the
work. It will exist for each school when the building in which the
school is housed will be adequate for the purpose, suitably located,
well painted and decorated; when the equipment, machinery and tools
and the supply of materials is such as to make possible a satisfactory
end continuous learning process; when the instructorial steff has been
50 selected and trained in service to give the students the kind of
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instruction to which they are entitled; when the sehool adminstration
has been developed in such a way as to coordinate and direct for the
best possible results the learning process.

. «sesThe other side of the picture consists in bringing the work of ORT
to those camps and communities where it does not now exigt and where
its activity is neededssse To do both these jobs simultaneously is
a tremendous task. In my opinion it is not possible to do both these
jobs simultaneously with complete success at this moment. We don't
have the facilities, the equipment, the tools, the materials, and most
important, we don't have the men, What we must concentrate on for the
next few months, is to improve the quality of our existing operations. -
By this concentration we shall develop the techniques, the organization,
the means and the "know-how", to take on end accomplish an expansion
Job..se We shall continue to grow during this period of improvement,
but I question whether during the next few nonths we should attempt to
double or triple the number of students umtil we have achieved a sub~-
stantial improvement inthe existing operations.

The completion of Phase 2 within a period of a few months will require
a tremendous effort on the part of all of us. In order to achieve it,
we shall need much machinery, equipment and supplies. We shall need
more transport. We shall need more porsopnel., e shall need to esteb-
lish better relations with UNRRA and its successor and the Militery at
the zone level, at the district level and at the school level. We shall
need to improve our organization and our procedure. e shall neced to
improve our methods of instruction, of school direction, of school in-
spection, of central administration. /e shall need to improve the con-
. ditions of life or our students.

esssThis meeting today cannot selve all of the problems, but it can be,
and I know it will be, the first of the series of meetings to which we

will bring our common problems, devise ways of meeting them and develop
coordianted programs for overcoming them,"

BRITISH ZONE

A report on ORT activities in the British Zone of Germany, covering the period
from 1946 to June 1947, was submitted by Mrs., I. Howshowitch, Deputy Director,
British Zone, World ORT Union, to the second annual congress of the Committee
of Liberated Jews. The report states thet 900 DP's worc trained at.Bclsen ..
during the first ye.r and that ih Junc 1947, 350 studonts worc in“trainiag
in-various trades at this camp., Bighty .f the students who. gradustel fron

the ORT School for Dental Mechanics in Belsen arc now Wworking for the benefit
of ‘the communltys < Ih Hanover, Ahlem and Neustadt, tho-work is.progressing and
now requests have'corc’ in from such.small places as Lueneburg, Brunswick,
Northeim and others to opocn ORT training centers. The report ends with
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a review of the results achieved in the field of vocationsal training in the
British Zone and comes to the following conclusion:

"It is no longer debated as to which Jewish Organization is the most
suitable one to carry on the work of Vocational Treining. ORT has been
recognizec as the organization which, by all its previous experience

is eminently suited for the purpose.

In the abnormal conditions prevailing in this country, the task could

not be adequately carried out without the whole-hearted assistance of all
the other Jewish organizations. In submitting this report to the second
Congress of Liberated Jews in the British Zone, the ORT would therefore
like to place on record the fact that this division of spheres of actir
vities among the various Jewish bodies adhered to by all the organizations
in the field of operation has vastly contributed to a friendly and help~-
ful co-operation for the benefit of all those in need of this work."

FROM ITALY

The first examinations for ORT pupils in Milan were successfully concluded,
according to a report received from Milsn via Geneva, Switzerland. The first
group consisted of 16 tailors and the second of 11 cutters of ladies' dresses.
At the suggestion of ORT, the Italian Department of Trade Schools (Consorzio
Provinciale per l'Istruzione Tecnica di Milano) nominated the examiners and
conducted the examinations. The examiners praised the pedagogical talents and
teaching methods of the ORT instructors. Among the experts was Professor G.
lMarangoni, author of a textbook on tailoring used by all Italian schools,
Diplomas issued by ORT will also be signed by the Consorzio and will bear the
statement that the board of examiners was composed of experts appointed by the
Consorzio.

At Torino-Lucento 17 proféssional gardeners graduated before a board which
included Professor Carbone of the Zootechnical Institute.

Of special importance was a course for instructors in woodworking and wood-
carving, given in a training workshop at Selvino by the Swiss specialist,
Mr. A, Klein. The graduates of this course will now serve as instructors in
Jewish primary schools in Italy and Palestine,

According to a report on the activities of ORT in Italy, given at the Adminis-
trative Cormittee Meeting of the Central Board, World ORT Union in Geneva on
June 13, there were 10 training workshops and one training garden est.blished
in Central and Southern Italy in the beginning of 1947,

In Northern Italy, 28 training workshops and vocational courses were opened,
as well as 4 agricultural training centers. Including the 4 ORT institutions

Tt T
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which were already functioning in 1946, the total number of students in Italy
at present amounts to 833,

According to an agreement with UNRRA, ORT is recognized as the only institu-
tion for the training of DP's in Italy. The Milan ORT concluded an agree=

ment with the representotive of UNRRA DP Operations, according to which UNRRA
will supply the ORT training workshops for knitting and shirtmaking with wool
and fabrics. UNRRA intended originally to give to ORT only the already cut
shirt material. At the advice of the Geneva ORT Centre, the ililan ORT sug-
gested that the cutting should also be performed by the ORT and UNRRA accep-
ted this offer. The finished products will be taken over by UNRRA's department
for clothing. For the work done in the ORT training workshops, a renumeration
will be paid by UNRRA which will be distributed among the ORT pupils.

(Source: Information and Instruction Department, ORT Union, Genevs)
FROM PQLAND

The Polish Government has given the ORT Committee of Wroclaw (Breslau) six
more farms on which will be organized Jewish agricultural settlements, an
official of the Polish ORT temporarily in London disclosed. The ORT is sending
two tractors to the farms,

‘ The organization also received a 50-acre farm near Bielawa where it will set
up & model agricultural school for Jewish farmers. At Lejnica the orgeniza-
tion has esteblished a school which offers instruction in sewing, tractor and
automobile driving and mechanics,

A national conference of ORT teachers and educational advisors opened in
Wroclaw this week-end. At the conference an exhibition will be held of
products made by students in ORT schools during the past two years.,

(Source: Gable from London to JTA, New York - JTA Bulletin June 30, 1947)

FROM SHANGHAI

The American Office, World ORT Union, just received a letter signed by all
co-workers of the Shenghai ORT school which reads as follows:

On occasion of the departure of our esteemed Mr. Chaim Rozenbes, we
the undersigned co-workers of the "ORT" Training Center in Shanghai,
have arranged a farcwell party in his honor today.

Reviewing the most important work which he has done for the benefit
of the European Jewish Refugees here we bear in mind the enormous dif=-
ficulties which had to be overcome in order to carry through the ne-
cessary training program,
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On this day it is our heartfeclt desire to ecxpress our grutitude to
lir. Chaim Rozenbes, to him and the "ORT" orgenization he represents
in Shanghai. Thanks to “his great personal influence and inspiring
enthusiasm he has not nnly succeeded in organizing a model working
training center here Lut also in implanting "ORT"s ideas in his co-
workers.

Having grown into the scheme of "ORT"s activities we are proud to
be the vanguard trying to clear the way for a better future of our
much persecuted Refugees here.

We teke this opportunity to extend our most sincere greetings to
all of you."

Mr. Chaim Rozenbes, an old worker of ORT in Poland, was a refugee in Shang-
hai where he established and directed all through the war the Shanghai ORT
under most trying conditions. ORT has asked Mr. Rozenbes to cstablish ORT
training centers in australia, mainly for immigrents. We join the Shanghai
ORT workers in their best wishes for iir. Rozenbes's future.

The Shanghai ORT Cormittee has been enlarged and will continue the operation
of the school,

NEWS FROM AMERICA

NEW YORK OFFICE, .JORLD ORT UNION

Dr. Samuel Steinberg, @hairman of the Social Studies Department of Stuyvesant
High School, author of widely used text books, and outstonding educator and
edministrator, left by plane on July 1. Dr, Steinberg will stop in Paris on
his way to Munich where he will occupy a teaghing position in ORT's vocation-
al training of Jewish DP's. The months prior to his departure were well
utilized in acquiring important vocational and instructional materials and
other teaching aids that will serve to accelerate ORT's program in Germany.

A luncheon was given in honor of Mr. L. Shaban, South-African leader of ORT.
Mr. Louis B. Boudin, Chairman, Board of Directors, imerican ORT Federation,
and mcember of the Exccutive, Cecntral Beard, World ORT Union, presided.

On this occasion Mr. Shabsn inflormed the gethering that the South-African
immigration authorities are giving preforence in granting landing permits

to all the people possessing diplomas from ORT schools anywhere in the world.

ORT together with 0ZE gave a luncheon in honor of Mr. Mex Turkow, member of
the Executive Committee of the Federacion Sudamerican ORT, Buenos Aires and
lr. Tynkelswarc, member of “the Sao Paulo ORT Committee, Mr. Ilya M. Trotzky
introduced the guests of honor who then geve a report on ORT work in argentine
and Sz2o Paulo respectively. Dr. Jacob Frumkin extended a farewell to e,
Trotzky who is going to California to establish his residence there, and Mr,
Philip Block, Executive Director, American ORT Federation, gave a report on
Ur. Trotzky's work in Mexico and Cuba, ‘
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ORT FUBLICITY

The American ORT Federation has Just published the first issue of a Yiddish
Quarterly ".irbeit un Oifboi", giving facts and details about ORT's work and
accomplishments, as well as discussing collateral problems,

The June issue of the ORT Economic Review contains the following articles:
"Recent Developments in Economic Theory ond the Resurgence of Anti-Semitism"
by Louis B. Boudin; "The¢ Monnet Plan and the Immigration of Jewish Workers
Into France" by .. Michelson and A. Gordon; "ORT's Plans and Work in Italy"
by Aron Syngolowski; "Nathan Birmbaum's Life and Work" by Solomon .., Birn-
baum; "Appeascment's Sire: FDR's Policy towards Vichy and Franco Spain" by
S.L. Peterson; and "Korean Background" by L.B. Jackson.

In Englond, a Jewish pictorial monthly "New Lifc" of June 1947, published a
two-puge illustrated article on ORT and tho work of the London ORT School.
The pictures show an ORT drafting class as well as scenes from the courses
for radio, machine shop, welding and dressmaking.

The New York Office, world ORT Union, just received the ipril issue of the
bulletin of the South-ifrican ORT-OZE, including an interview with Dr. Samuel
Gringauz, Chairman of the Council of Liberated Jows in the imerican Zone and
of the Committee of the Lendsberg Jewish Centre, given on the occasion of
his trip to Paris. Dr. Gringauz stated "that the ORT was playing a vital
part in rebuilding the morale of the displaced persons."

Issues No.3 and 4 of the Yiddish Weekly Summary,published by ORT Headquarters
in Munich, covering the weeks from Junc 14 through June 28, contain intcresting
details showing the progress of ORT work in the smerican Zone of Germany. Of
Special interest is a letter from the director of the Arec Team Passau, Dr.,
Altmenn, to the ORT Headquarters Munich. This letter, which was written in
German, reads in English as follows:

"From: ORT Trade School at the Central Committee June 11, 1947
Pocking, Waldstadt

Tos World ORT Union, Munich
Attention Mr. Rabinowitz

Following the graduation of students from the auto~mechanic class on
June 9, ninc pupils have found employment with the UNRRA garege as guto-
mechanics. They were examined by an imerican expert who commented
extremely fevorably on their skills. ;

48 the result of the successful examinations, the UNRRA dircctor
immcdiatelz employed these pupils., The director of the cultural depart-
mont admired the work of the pupils and gave them special prizes, The
administrators of the camp, who were present at the examination, especial~
ly thanked the instructors and directors of the ORT trade school,

Sinceroly,

Dr. Lltman, Dircctor, .rce Team Passau




