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NEWS FROM ABROAD

FROM PARIS

June 23 - "ORT will spend $ 2,150,000 this year in training 20,000 Jews in
Germany, Austria and Italy and will also provide vocational education for

Jews in ten other European countries and in several South Americen countries,"

. announced George Backer, president of World ORT Union, in Paris before de-
parting for London. He gave a very serious picture of' the critical situ-
ation of the DP's in Germany end said: "If it were not for the presence
of American troops in Germany, pogroms would be g common occurrence, par-
ticularly in Bavarig".

He stressed that if the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine fails
to find a concrete solution, the situaticn in the DP camps may become ex-
plosive because the DP's cannot and will not return to their former homes.
Backer added this winter may well be another "hunger winter," and what is
now a trickle of refugees from Hungary and rumania, may soon become a new
exodus of Jews.

"The International Refugee Organization, which is the immediate hope of the
DP's", he said "scarcely offers a concrete solution because of its inade-
quate budget. The solution of their problems lies in resettlement."
(Source: JTA Bulletin of June 24)

FROM GERMANY

AMERICAN ZOWE

ORT Union Heedquarters in Munich have started to publish e Weekly Summary
in Yiddish, "Wechentliche 'ORT" - Jedijes fun der US-Zone". We reprint
below some interesting items from the first two issuesg

New Trade Schools - A number of ORT trade schools have recently
been opcned in the U.S. Zone; among others in Comp Vilseck near
Regensburg, under the direction of Eagineer Lwowski; in Ansbach-
Bleidorn in the district of Regensburg under the direction of
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Germany, Austria end Italy and will also provide vocational education for

Jews in ten other European countries and in several South American countries,"
announced George Backer, president of World .ORT Union, in Paris before de-
parting for London. He gave a very serious picture of the critical situ-
ation of the DP's in Germany end said: "If it were not for the presence

of American troops in Germany, pogroms would be s common occurrence, par-
ticularly in Bavarig".

He stressed that if the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine fails
to find a concrete solution, the situation in the DP camps may become ex=-
plosive because the DP's cannot and will not return to their former hones.
Becker added this winter may well be another "hunger winter," and what is
now e trickle of refugees from Hungary and Rumania, may soon become a new
exodus of Jews,

"The Internstional Refugee Organization, which is the immediate hope of the
DP's", he said "scarcely offers a concrete solution because of its inade-
quate budget. The solution of their problems lies in resettlement."
(Sourcet JTA Bulletin of June 24)

FROM GERMANY

AMERICAN ZOWE

ORT Union Headquarters in Munich have sturted to publish a Weekly Summary
in Yiddish, "Wechentliche 'ORT" - Jedijes fun der US-Zone"., We reprint
below some interesting items from the first two issues:

New Trade Schools - A number of ORT trade schools have recently
been opened in the U.S. Zone; among others in Cemp Vilseck near
Regensburg, under the dircction of Eagineer Lwowski; in Ansbach-
Bleidorn in the district of Regensburg under the direction of
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NEWS FROM ABROAD -~ continued

At Neustadt, the following classes are already operatingi

Ships Carpentry 21 students
lMarine Machinists 20 students
Dressmaking 62 students

Arrangements have been made for a welder's class to be started shortly. A
diving course will start on July lst with a very well equipped tank and an
excellent instructor.

FROM GENEVA

The Administrative Committee of the Central Board, World ORT Union, held a
meeting on June 13th with Mr. A. Brunschv%g presiding, at which the work of

ORT in Belgium, Poland and Italy was discussed.

FROM SOUTH AMERICA

The Argentine ORT recently opencd a second ORT school, "Escuela Tecnica ORT,
Filial Hogar de Huerfanos, Bursaco, Province Buenos Aires. The school is
working in the Bursaco orphenage and is conducted as a branch of the Buenos
Aires ORT School.

(Source: Letter from Buenos Aires of June 21, 1947)

Thirty-eight students are regularly attending the ORT school in Cochabamba,
Bolivia, wherc they are being trained in workshop practice and in academic
subjects such as technical drawing, mathematics, physics, chemistry and
Bnglish,

(Source: Report from Bolivia of June 8, 1947)

The lontevideo Technical ORT School (Uruguay) has a total of 113 students, of
whom 41 are under 14 years of age, 60 between 15 and 20, end 12 between 21 and
45 ycars of age. Of these students, 95 are trained in m&Chine'shpp;pracfine
and 18 in electrical engineering. Seventy of the students are working out-
side while they are in training at the ORT school.

(Source: Report from Hontevideo, Uruguay, of May 1947)

NEWS FROM AMERICA -

NEW YORK OFFICE, WORLD ORT UNION

Money Transfers - The amount of $98,882 was transferred to Switzerland on June
24, 1947, of which £3.862 represents a contribution from the Women's Canadian
ORT out ~f money celincted for fuarGiaaship ¢f childrer in care of ORT in
Europe,

Cars for Germeny - To alleviate the urgent need for transportation in Germany,
the Womew's sqericen OPT hgs Jdorated a frent-wheel-4-ive Villys Overland Jeep
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NEWS FROM AMERICA-continued

Station Wagon to World ORT Union. This car, as well as two more of the same
kind, which were bought by World ORT Union, New York, for use in Germany,
will be shipped to Munich next weck.

4 Film on Displaced Persons to be Shown Soon - The New York Office, World
ORT Union, has been informed by UNRRA that at the present time a display of
articles manufactured in DP camps in Germany is being shown at UNRRA head-
quarters in Washington. u.mong the articles on displey are some that were
namufactured in ORT schools in Germeny. The exhibit is to be used in con-
nection with the premierc of an RKO-Pathe film on Displaced Persons. The
picture is tentatively scheduled to open in New York on June 27 and in
Washington on July 3rd.

Ak ko ek
Ort Schools in New York - The Men's ORT Trade School trained 434 students in
1946, and 219 students in the first 6 months of 1947 in the following coursess

1946 Jan. 1 - June 30, 1947
Jewelry laking 131 59
Radio Mechanics 119 ‘ 48
. Mechine Shop Operation 89 71
Plastics 95 41
Total: 434 219

The cost of running the school and training these 434 students was $22,433.44,

The Women's Trade School (known as the Bramson ORT Trade School) trained 731
students in 1946 and 560 students in the first 6 months of 1947 in the fol-
lowing courses:

o LU0 Jan. 1 - June 30, 1947

Electric Power Sewing liachine Operation 483 419

Electric Power Fur Sewing Machine
Operation 37 40
Corset and Brassiere Making 48 40
Glove Making 92 35
Pattern Making and Cutting 8¢ 26
Total: 731 560

The cost of operating this school in 1946 was %8,817.55,

The Intergovernmental Committeec on Refugees,on June 18, 1847, has informed
ORT of its discortinuation and of the "transfer of its functions and actiw’
vities to the Proparatory Commission of the International Refugee Organiza<~’
tion", effective July 1947, The letter continues: -

"In order to cnsure the continuity of the invaluable assistance of
voluntary agencies, the Executive Secretary of the Preparatory
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7 “uthopiz d the Intercovernmentnl C maittee to
thess volunt ry auncies hich 4t progont cerey m
Junetion with the IGCR, th't the Prepny 2
to avgotinte o satisfchbory aproement with .them . during the first .
thres months .following 1 July.1947, «nd in the meantime'will < sone: -
tinue the present arrangements. You are to understand by this that
current projects cerried on by the .merican ORT Federation in coopera-
tion with the IGCR will continue after 1 July under the Preparatory
Commission of the IR0, until they are reviewed and a new agreement

is developed or the projects are terminated sometime within the
ninety day period.

advisc
>per.tioms in con-
sory Commission will undertake

We wish to take this occasion to express to you our profouud appre-

ciation of the assistance which the american ORT Federstion has given

to the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees. We are convinced that

much of the success of any intergovernmental program on behalf of dig-
placed persons deponds upon the full cooperation of voluntary groups
contributing valuable supplementary assistance in personal service .nfd
financial aid. Ais the Intergovernmental Committee draws to o conclu-

. sion its program, initiated in 1938, our Dircctor and staff earncstly
hope that the /merican ORT Federation will continue and further strengthen

its activities for displaced persons to assist the important work of
the new International Refugee Organization.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,
(signed)
llartha E. Biehle
amoricen Resident Representative"

ORT Represented on JDC's Reconstruction Committee -
Farburg, Chairman of the Joint Distribution Committe
of & new committee that will advise the JDC on acti
Europe's Jewish survivors leave the relief rolls

On June 21, Edward MM.M.
@, announced the formstion
vities designed "to help
and achieve gelf-support,”

The new group will be headed by Monroe Goldwater,
be called the Reconstruction Committee. i program of* reconstruction consisting

of credit societies, producers' cooperatives, vocationgl training centers and
work projects, is under way, ILir. Warburg said.

New York lawyer, and will

Members of the Reconstruction Committee includet

Jacob Jaronson, vice-president, New York Central Ryilroad

David Dubinsky, president, International Ladies Garment Workers Union

Herbert H. Lehman, vice-chairmun, Joint Distribution Comaittee

Dr, Isidore Lubin, former United States Commissioner of Labor Statistics

David Rosenstein, president, Ideal Novelty and Toy Company, liember of the
Executive Committee, Central Board, World ORT Union

Morris Rosenthal, former head of Office of War Mobilization and Reconversion
Eric M. Warburg, investment banker
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NEWS FROM .1ERICA - continucd

Secretary pro tem of the Reconstruction Committee is Boris il Joffe, former
dircetor of the National Wuge Stabilization Board and currently assistant to
lioses .., Leavitt, executive vicc-choirman of the JDC. Julius Hochman, general
manager of the joint board of the ILGWU, member of the Executive Committee,
Central Board, World ORT Union, has been substituting for Mr. Dubinsky at
Reconstruction Committce meectings.,

Freliminary appropriations of $5,000,000 have been made this year for the
reconstruction program already in operation. Mr. Wigrburg emphasized that the
vocational training in the Displaced Persons Camps in Germany and .ustria, as
well as in other countries, will be carried on in cooperation with ORT.

Survey of Jewish Relief & Rchabilitation Weeds Overseas Plenned by the Council
of Jewish Federations & Welfare Fuids - The Couwncil of Jewish Federations and
Welfarc Funds has established an Institute on Overseas Studies to provide
american Jewish communities and voluntary agencies with deta cssential for their
guidance in determining long-range financial and functional responsibilities,
Dr. Isadore Lubin will serve as chairman of the Institute's technical advisory
committee with Dr. Mordecai Bzekicl as special consultant. The announcement
of the formation of the committee of 18 outstanding economists and social wel-
fare specialists was made by H.L. Lurie, cxec. director of CJFW, the national
association of imerican and Canadian Jewish community organizations which pro-
vide the bulk of funds for all Jewish philanthropies.,

among the major aspects of the Institute's rescarch program, as approved by the
Technical Committee and Board of the Council, are the following: Studies of
the existing work of the Jewish voluntary agencies and their plans for future
programs of rehabilitation and recconstruction; examination of the over-all sie
tuation of Jewish needs, particularly un appraisal of current situntions and
prospects of Jcwish populations for adjustment and for immigration.

In Europe it will analyze basic politicnl and economic factors affecting Jewish
needs on a country to country basis. This will include analysis of activities
and cxpenditures Br rclief, medical aid, emigration, vocationa training and
rehgbilitation, welfare institutions, cultural and releigious reconstruction.
Studies will also be madc of settloment possiblities in Latin imerica, United
Kingdom, sustralia, Asia and other arecs.

ARRIVALS

Mr, Ilja Trotzky, delcgate of World ORT Union, returned from a two-months stay in
Cuba, wherc he went to carry out a twofold mission: to organize trade schools for
the new flood of recfugees who arrived in Cuba from Europe, @and to raise funds for
ORT work. The success of the mission wes duc in large part to the whole-hearted
assistance of the Cuban ORT Committee, especially its President, Mr., Gershon Kriger.
At present three course have been opened; in electro-mechanics, watchnaking, and
leatherwork. In spitc of the economic crisis in Cuba, $8,000 were collected, and an
additional $2,000 are expectod.

Mr. Max Turkow,member of the Exccutive Committee of the Federacion Sudamerican ORT,

Buenos iires and Mr. Tynkelswarc,member of the Sao Paulo ORT Conmittee have arrived
in New York to attend the conference of Polish Jows.




