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NEWS FROM ABROAD

FROMGERMANY


AMERICAN ZONE

•

"In the last few days I have visited six of our schools - Foehrenwald,
Feldafing,Landsberg,Greifenberg,Schoendorf,and Puerten II. They bear
out my previousstatementthat our schools apparentlyvary widely from good
to bad" reports Mr. Louis J. Aalinsky in a letter dated Munich, June 4, 1947.
"Schoendorfand Greifenbergare decent little places4ithough quite small.
Landsberg impressedme very much. It is a well organized,administered
and healthy learning operation. This is, in my opinion,a school of which
we can be proud. Intellipnt directionis everywhereevident, in the ad-
ministration,the faculty,the physicalbuildingsand equipment,the orga-
nisation, the procedureand every other importantaspect of the life of a
school. I can only say that I wish every ORT school could be brought up to
this standard. It is obvious to me that the key to the improvementof ORT
work lies in the school directorsgroup,onwhose initiative,vigour, under-
standing and competenceso much depends."

BRITISH ZONE

"Tuesday,June 3rd, 1947, was a real ORT day in Belsen. I was present at
the schoolwhen two young men who had been trained at the school and were
to leave for Palestinewere presentedwith a set of tools each, one a car-
penter and the other a tool maker. This was made an occasion for a public
presentationwhich was attended by Major Fowler'andMr. Jackman of the C.C.G.,
Mr. Rosensaft, Chairmanof the Jewish Committee,Mr. Morren, UNRRA Director
of the camp, Dr. Kurt Lewin of the J.A.P.and members of other Jewish or-
ganizations. Major Fowler made a splendidsurvey of the opportunities
offered by the ORT schools and appealedto the camp inmates to try and join
the ranks of thowe who were training for their new battle for existence.
Dr. Kurt Lewin said that those trained in the ORT schoolswould be most
welcome in Palestineand would be given priority for certification." (from
a letter from Mrs. I. Mowshowitch,Deputy Director, British Zone, World ORT
Union, of June 9, 1947.)
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NEWS FROMA9ROAD- continued

FROM PARIS

In a letter to Dr. David Lvovitch,Vice-President,world ORT Union, Paris,
of May 30, Mr. Meyer Cohen,Acting Chief, DisplacedPersons Operations
UNRRA HeadquartersParis, notifies ORT Union officiallyof the termination
of UNRRA's operationsand consequentlyof UNRRA's agreementswith Voluntary
Agencies in the field,as of June 30th, 1947.

On July 1 all the operatingresponsibilitiesof UNRRA will temporarilybe
assumed by the PreparatoryCommissionof IRO, pending the conclusionof a
new agreementbetween IRO and the VoluntaryAgencies. (See also Weekly
Summary# 12).The letter concludeswith the followingparagraph:

"I would like to express to you now and to your field personnel
my deepest appreciationand that of all our staff in displaced
persons operationsfor the contributionof your organizationto
the services for displacedpersons and the assistancegiven to
the UNRRA program. The importantachievementsof thevo•uniary
societiesin this work have won the tributesin many quartersand
their important role in future operationsis recognizedby all
authoritiesconcerned. It is with regret that we contemplatethe
severanceof our relationswith the World ORT Union and we extendpur
verybest wishes for continuedsuccess in your future work."

FROM POLAND

"ORThas Writtena BeautifulPau  intheHistoryof Dzierzoniow"

The monthly bulletin of information"Poland of Today", of'June 1947, issued
by the Polish Embassy in New York, published aw,6rti•eJ.e"This is Dzier-
zoniow,New Center of Jewish Life" with several photos or ORT training
courses. Dzierzoniowis a small, "out-of-the-world",spot in Lower Silesia
where some 20,000 martyrs of Nzi persecutionand concentrationcamps
settled down to begin a new life. They are concernedmainly "with the
educationof a new generationof Polish Jews, the trainingof the older onus
for a vocation,and the creation of a system of productivework for those
who are capable of taking part in it. That is why educationaland health
institutions,training centersand cooperativesdominate the life of Dzier-
soniow."

"The first building to impress the visitor"the article continues
"is a fine mansion with a little turret atop it. Before the war it
was the residenceof a wealthy German merchant. Today it is the
headquartersof the Office of Rehabilitationthrough Training,ORT,
an organizationwell-known in America. In this buildingwu find what
we may call the general staff, in charge of training Jews for pro-
ductivework.

Clusteredaround ORT headquarters,arevocationalschools.Here the

•

•
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NEWS FROM ABROAD-- contii-lued

former concentrationcamp inmates,the former partisanfightersand
those who for years had hidden in cellars,are being trained for their
new place in life."

The article then shows picturesof ORT courses for tailors,dress-
makers and radio-mechanicsand goes on as follows; "There are many
other schools and vocationaltrainingcourses besides. Indeed,ORT
has written a beautifulpage in the history of this Jewish settle-
ment in Poland 


The article also containspictures of cooperativesfor tailors,haberdashers,
shoemakers,as well as photos of the OSE kindergartenwhere the childrenare
cared for while their mothers are learning or working.

According to a report just receivedfrom Switzerland,ORT has also helped
100 Jewish settlersto found an agriculturalcooperativein the District of
Dzierzoniaw."An ORT agronomistis instructingthere. The societywas supplied
with a smithy, and a saddler'sand a wheelwright'sworkshop, as well as with
live stock and materials. Independentof this undertakingthere also exists
an agriculturalschool at Dzierzoniow,where 17 young people receive practical
and theoreticalinstruction.

In total, the Polish ORT had 59 trade schools, trainingworkshops, vocational
courses and agriculturaltraining centerswith a total of 1267 pupils, as of
April 1947."

OM PERU FLASH

While going to Press we received the amount of

U.S. $ 9,269

from the ORT Committee in Lima, Peru. This
money representsthe proceedsof the campaign
conducted in Lima by Dr. Boris Surowich.

We thank our friends in Lima for their general's
contributiontowards our work overseas.

•



110 Wcbkly Summary#13
-4-

NEWS FROM ABROAD - continued.

FROMLELGIUM

In the first quarter of 1947, the Belgian ORT had a total of 24 vocational
institutionswith 250 pupils altogether. The followingtables show the dis-
tributionof the courses accordingto place, number of studentsand.trades:

PLACE TRADE 'NO..OF 'STUD7 TS 	 REMARKS

•

A. ,DAYSCI19.0140RMITEp.
Brussels School for Girls 52 Duration - 2 yeaes

Dressmaking
Embroidery
DecorativeDesigning
Cutting
Mathematics
Technology
Anatomy

School for Textiles 41 Duration - 2 years
(Weavingand Mecha-
nical Knitting)

School for Boys
Tailoring10
CabinetMaking11
Mechanics (2 work shops)15
Radio Technics18
Electrio?,Tbchnicb18

Duration - 2 years

B. TRAININGWORKSHOPSAND VOCATIONALTRLININGCOURSESFORADULTS

Corset Making 14 Graduated*
Cutting (Ladies over- Graduated*
coats and tailor-mades)11
Cutting (Ladiesover-
coats amd tailor-mades)16
Shirt Making (2 courses)31
Cutting (LadiesDresses)

4 courses 68
Cutting (Men'sSuits) 9
Workshops for Sewing

(3 Wbrkshops) 64
Laboratoryfor Technical

Chemistry 12

over
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PLACE TRADE NO. OF STJD3NTS REMARKS

Boitsfort Workshop for Book-
Taar Brussels) binding and Card-16

board Making

KesselLo AgriculturalTraining25
Dressmakingfor Girls 19

Day School with 2
Years Duration

*The examinationsof the traineesof the Corset Making Class were conducted
by a Board composed of outside specialists. The examinationcovered all
sectionsof the trade and lasted two full working days. Particularinterest
in the results of this examinationwas shown by the professionbecause the
ORT School is the only school for carnetmaking in Belgium and because its
pupils receive theoreticalinstructionwhich is not availableto apprentices
of privatefirms. All the graduateshave already found employment.

•
The second course to be concludedwas the vocationalcourse for cutting.
ladies' overcoatsand tailor-mades. Eleven trained cutters receivedtheir
diplomas. The examiningBoard was composedof the Director of the municipal
trade school for tailors (a branch of the Brussels institutefor handicrafts),
a teacher of the same school, and a dressmaker. The notes given were:
flexcellent","with great distinction",and "with greatestdistinction".
The graduates,formcrlylargely dependenton charity,are now earningtheir
living as cutters.

The diplomas issued by ORT are countersignedby experts of the Brussels In-
stitUte for Handicrafts(Ecole des Arts et Metiers).

(Source:QuarterlyReport of-ORT Union Geneva,April, 1947)

BM FROMALERIU

NEW YORK OFFICE,WORLDORT UNION

Three more highly qualifiedexperts and specialistswere engagedby this
office with the approval of Paris headquartersto work for ORT in Germany and
mill leave for •Germany. within the next few days.

Mr. BenjaminRaybin, engineerand specialistin metal trades and machine shop
work and author of several txtbooks on voational training,will work as super-
visor for his specialty in the American Zone with headquartersin Munich.

Mr. IrvingEpstein, specialistin woodwork and fine crafts,who served as in-
structor in his skill with the US Army in Italy,will also work in the American11/ Zone.
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Yr. Morton Margolies,expert in Dieselmotorsand marine engineering,member
of the US Navy reserve,will go to Paris where he will probablybe assignedto
work with the ORT Maritime Scheel in Neustadt,British Zone of Germany.

FROM OTHER SOURCES

For IncreasedImmigration

PresidentTruman in a message to the 60th annual Conventionof the Order
Brith Abraham which took place in Atlantic City on June 15th reiteratedthat
America must do its part to solve the problem of the displacedpersonsby agree-
ing to admit some of them to the U.S.A. (J.T.A. June 16, 1947)

At the resumptionof hearings on the StrattonBill (H.R. 2910) on June 13
William Green, Presidentof the American Federationof Labor, and formr Supreme
Court Justice,Owen J. Roberts, strongly supportedthe Stratton Bill. William
Green denied the suggestionthat the admissionof 400,000 D.P.'s over a period
of four years would have any influenceon the unemploymentproblem and contrasted
the small figure of less than 200,000 Jewish refugeeswho managed to enter the
United States since 1933 to the 6,000,000Jews exterminatedby Hitler.(JTAJune15)

On June 16th Francis Cardinal Spellman announcedhis support of the Stratton
Bill in a message to the Citizens Committee on DisplacedPersonswhich is backingthe bill. (J.T.A. June 16th)

The immediateadmissioninto Canada of 5,000 displacedpersonswas announcedin Ottowa by ReconstructionMinisterC.D. Howe. The number will be deductable
from the DP Auota later assignedto the Dominion by the InternationalRefugee
Organization. Displaced persons need not have relativesresiding in Canada to
become eligiblefor selectionunder the new order; Prioritywill be given to
personswith special skills and aptitudesleading to ready assimilationwithin
the economy. Single personswould, because of the continuinghousing shortage
receive right of way over married people. (J.T.A. June 13, 1947)

PREPARING I R 0

On June 15, Assistant Secretaryof War, HowardC. Peterson,told a press confer-
ance in Washington,D.C. that the Army will try to work out a plEn to advance
funds for the feeding of DP's, later to be reimbursedby the IRO, if the Interna-
tional Refugee Organizationshould not be organizedby July 1.

The Army has been supplyinga large share of the food for displacedpersons in theAmerican Zone of Germany,but funds for this gurposewill be terminatedon July
lsts Petersen explained,on the assumptionthat IRO will be able to take over
care of the refugees. He expressedsome doubt that it would be organizedat that
time because that date is only two weeks off.

In the interim period between July 1 and -whenit does come into being the Armywill try to work out some plan whereby it can advance the funds,which would be

410 later reimbursedby the IRO. (J.T.A.June 15, 1947)

Arthur J. Altmeyer, executivesecretaryof the PreparatoryCommissionfor the In-
ternationalRefugee Organization,has arrived in Italy to prepare for the
to assume responsibilityfor the thousandsof refugees and DP's in the a)untry,
accordingto a cable from Rome. (J.T.A. June 18, 1947)

•


