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NEWS FROLI ABROAD
FROI. PARIS
The Paris i.eeting of the Central Board - The Paris Conference of the Central

Board has: bden postponed,at the request of the’American members, and will
now take place on'July 6 and 7 (cable from Dr. Lvovitch, 'April.14).

Lr. George Backer, President of tne world ORT Union, who at present is in
loscow, is expected in pParis on April 28+ &

Dr. Lvoviteh, according to his letter of April 10, planmed to go to Geneva |
in connection with the second meeting of the Preparatory Commission for the In
International Refugee Organization (IRO), which is scheduled for liay 1. He

intends then to go to Germany and Austria, after discussing bud;etary ques-

tions with Dr. Schwartz of J.D.C. in Paris.

Personnel - Germany - The same letter informs us that lirs. liiriam Horowitz,
ORT Director of the American Zone, Germany, will leave her position upon

the expiration of her contract at the end of April. An intensive search

for an eutstanding man to fill the job is now going on. Dr. Lvovitch has
been negotiating with high UNRRA officials in Europe, and has requested us
to search for such a man here. A number of candidates have been interviewed,
and a definite recommendution may be made to Dr. Lvovitch in a day or two.

lir. van der Goot, Director of the British Zone, has resigned as of the
middle of April and lir. Ambrose Vear, Deputy Director of the American Zone
at present stationed in liunich, will go to the British Zone. He will also
continue to be Deputy Director of the American Zone.

Summer Courses for ORT Instructors - Summer Bourses for ORT DP instructors
are being arranged. From 1CC to 200 may be trained in Switzerland, and
another 25 in Sweden. Final.arrangements for Switzerland apparently depend-
on agreement by J.D.C, to maintain the instructors while tnere and upon
agreement for the U.S. military to permit their return to Germany. In ad-
dition, Dr. Lvovitch is pla.ning summer tr.ining courses for DP instructors
in Germany. UNRRA has indicated to Dr. Lvovitch that it would lodge and

feed both instructors and faculty, if ORT est blished a su.mer course at
Arolsen in July-August. This seems somewhat odd in view of UNRRA's impending
liquidation June 30.
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BOLIVIA - The ORT courses in Cochabamba enjoy full recognition by the Bolivian
Government. The courses consist mainly of practical training in the work-
shops. The ORT diplomas are regarded as highly as those granted by govern-
mental schools. (Letter from Dr. Boris Surowich, Lima, Peru, of April 14,
1947).
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D.P. Statistics .- As the time for UI'RRA's expiration draws near, the ques-
tion of what will become of DPs in Germany, Austria end Italy becomes in-
creasingly acute. As Ilaj. Gen. Lowell ii, Rooks, director general of UNRRA,
said in Kome last week, an extremely critical situation will arise for

about 750,000 displaced per:ons (all zones) unless funds are made available
before July 1 to the International Refugee Arganizetion. In this connection
the latest Viar Department statistiés of thé distribution of DP's in the
American Zonés-of Germany, Austria and:Italy will be of ‘interest to our
readers:

GERLANY - U.S. Zone - Ais of March 15, 1947 (United Nations DP's)

Poles In Camp Out of Camp Total
. Poles 148,122 40,380 153, 502
Balts 85,516 18,324 103,840
Jews 124,453 29,243 153,696
Other 42,962 78,062 121,024
Total: 566,053 166,009 532,062

AUSTRIA - U.S. Zone - As of February 28, 1947 (United Wations DP's)

Jews 29,782
Others 54,489
Total: 64,271

ITALY - As of April 3, 1947

SACIED* DF's 10,7083
UNRRA  DP’'s 25, 642
Total: 36,351

Only a short time ago UNRRA Director,liaj. Gen. Lowell w. Rooks, appealed

* Supreme Allied Commend, ilediterranean

o 4




ieekly Summary i 5

NEW YORK OFFICE continued

to displaced persons to return to their homelands. This appeal was .
strengthened by the offer that the repatriates would receive food for 60
days on their return to their countries of origin, Oaly 10 displaced Polish
Jewish femilies in camps ir Itely have so for resporded to this recent ap-
peal, according to a cu.ble frim Rome published in thc J.T.A., April 18,
Local newspapers also reported from Framkfurt the announcement made by Gen.
Lucius U, Clay, American Commander in Germany, on ispril 16, that infiltrees
from eastern Luropean cowitries arriving in Germany will no longer be adnit-
ted to DP ca.ps. The J.T.A. news about this item is reported under the

heading "FROLl OTHLR SOURCLS" in this issue of the Summary.

lionetary Difficulties - The current difficulties of the J.D.C's ovmn fund-
reising carpuign leve delayed their payments to ORT in connection with our
arreement. As of #pril 21, J.D.C's check for 4,125,000 for ilarch nas not yet
been received by American ORT, although assurance was given that the check
would be forthcoming by the end of the day. This, of course, will delay our
transfer of funds fo Geneva until close to the end of the month. Since, in
any case, the J.D.C. poyments are .ue only at the end of the month they are
intended to cover, we shall apparently alweys be 30 days behind and any
further delay, such as was experienced this month, only aggravates the situa-
tion.

New York Trade Schools - ifr. Litton has been negotiating with the United
Service for New mmericans to arrange for their financial participation in the
cost of expanding, on behalf of new refugees, the work of New York ORT Schools.
At a meeting of the Board of American ORT Federation april 17, l’r. Boudin
delegated responsibility for carrying these negotiations forward to lir. Litton.
A broader problem than that of financing expansion of the current activities
of the New York Trade Schools may be invélved, since the 1947 ijorld ORT Union
budget made no provision for the currentwork and since the U.D.C agreement

does not permit fund-raising. Two ques .lons which, therefore, need to be
consider:d are whether Tiorld ORT Union monies received from J.D.C may not
appropriately be used to finance the work of the trade schools in New York,

and whether the 1947 oudget should not be revised accordingly.

New Training Centers in Cuba - Soiie time ago ORT received a request from an
associetion of about 100 former inmates of concentration camps and ghettos,
now residing in Cuba, for help in their rehabilitation. ilr. Philip Block,
Ixecutive Director of the American ORT Federation, at present in Cuba, re-
ported that all the preparations for the opening of a 3 month jewelry course
have been made end an instructor was availablc on the spot. The expeases, in-
cluding preparation of the premises, were estimated at $1.200, Dr. Lvoviten
cobled us that he had no objection tc such alloesaticn, and with ths comsent
of the Interim Committte of the imerican liembors of the Cuntral Fosrd of
Jorld ORT Union, approval of the courses and of the allccaticu of 41,200 was
cabled to Luba on April 18.
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DOCUINTS RICEIVED

Financial statements and statistical breakdowvms of the ORT schools in the
Americen Zone of Germeny. - "YIDDISHE BILDER", a Yiddish picture magazine issued
at Graefelfing near Munich and including an article and pictures on ORT by Ben Noonj;
the first number of an illustrated lionthly "IBERGANG" in Yiddish, including a full
page of pictures of an ORT exhibition and an article on ORT by Jacob Oleisky, pub-
lished in Munich, April 1947.

These documents wer: sent to the New York Office, liorld ORT Union by the
Munich office through Lr. liax Swiren who recently arrived here after a short visit
to Germany (see also "ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES").

"Round the Globe with ORT - 0OZL", a 28 page pamphlet issued by the South Afri-
can ORT - OZE. Highlights of the South African ORT's activities are the vocutional
guidance bureaus in Johannesburg end Capetowm, Cutting and Designing Classes in
Johannesburg and Agricultural Treining on the farm bequeathed to ORT - OZE by the
late lir. E. Lazarus. This farm replaces the former ORT Farm "Garth".

FROL OTHER SOURCES

"U.S. ARMY TC HALT AID TO REFUGEES LNT RING GLRi Al'Y FROI *ASTERN EUROPL

FRANKFURT, April 16, (JTA) - The U.S. Army will halt its aid to infiltrees
arriving in the American zone of Germany from Eastern Furopean countries after
April 21, Gen. Lucius D. Clay, American Commander in Germany, announced today.

Refugees who arrive after next lionday will not be admitted to DP camps, except
in cases involving hardship. The announcement, however, stresses that the borders

of the American zone were not being closed to infiltrees. If they come, they must
live off the German economy.

Gen. Clay said that the order did not mean that the American zone had ceased
to offer haven to refugees, but that the Army was attempting to "stabilize" the
DP population in prenaration for the International Refugee Organization's assump-
tion of responsibility for them after July 1."

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES

On April 17, Mf. Ilja Trotzky left for Cuba to conduct 2 cempaign for ORT
Union's overseas needs. A reception was given in his honor on Priday, April 18,
to which the most important members of the Havana Jewish Community enrd representa-
tives of the Jewish Press were invited, according to a letter received from lir,
Philip Block who is in Cuba to assis® in lir. Trotzky's eampaign. This meeting
was addressed by lMr. Trotzky, as well as I, Block, and was evidently a great
Success e

Mr. Mex Swiren, Chairmen of the Chicago ORT Committee, stopped in I'ew York
on Monday, April 14, en route to Chicago from FBurope. He speat about twe months
abroad, visiting in Paris, then Palestine, where he had the oppnortunity to dis-
cuss the question of the creation of ORI Tool Supply and Reconstruction Corpora=-
tion, and finally Germeny, spending a week in lunich and visiting the ORr courses
there and in the vicinity. lir. Swiren will soon return to New York to report on
his observations,




