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THEORTWORLDUNIONOF SOCIETIESFORTHE PROMOTIONOF HANDICRAFTSANDOF

INDUSTRIALAND AGRICULTURALWORK AMONGTHE JEWSEXTENDSGREETINGSTO THE

DELEGATESOF THE SEPHARDICCOMMUNITIESANDTHEREBYTO SEPHARDICJEWRY

THROUGHOUTTHEWORLD.

Assembledin Parisin theheart
peanJewryis in a stateof fatigue
World Congress of SephardicJewry
gatherthe.creativeforcestowards
our people.

of Europeat a timewhendecimatedEuro-
afterallthemiseryit has sufferedlthe
constitutesan encouragement,a callto
thematerial andmoralstrengtheningof

We notewith satisfactionthatthe initiatorsof theCongressincluded
the tasksof vocationaltrainingin the agenda, andwe combineour greeting
withthe'subsequentbriefsurveyof ORTisworkin thisfieldandof present
problans.

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT The SocietyforthePromotionofHandicraftsand
OF THE ORT ORGANIZATION of IndustrialandAgriculturalWork among the

Jews(abbreviatedORT)wascreated72 yearsago,
basedon theprogramdrawnup by a groupof RussianJewsh notables in the
secondhalfof the 19thcenturywiththe An of reformingthe Jewish eitna”
tionin the country. Subsequently,ORT developedintoa Unionof democratic
organizationswhichestablishedtradeschoolsandotherinstitutionsforthe
promotionof artisanaland agriculturalworkin thevariouscountries.

Up to the secondworldwar, Some 100.000personsbenefittedby artisanal
and agriculturaltraininggivenin ORT'sschools,coursesandtrainingfarms.
Many amongthememigratedto America,to SouthAfricaandto Palastine.

Hundredsof ORT establishmentsfellvictimto the'war of annihilation
initiatedagainstJewryby the Germansin 1933.Some3.000ORT instructors,
teachersandworkerswerekilled.
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Immediatelyafterthe terminationof WorldWar II, the reconstructionof
ORT Organizationsandinstitutionsthroughouttheworldwas begunby theWorld
ORT Union with the assistanceof the AmericanORT Federation.Duringrecent
years,thisworkwas supportedwiththe helpof theAJDC,andwithfundsofthe
UnitedJewishAppealsin theU.S.A.,in SouthAfricaand in othercountries.-
To-daythemayorshareof ORT'sbudgetis providedby thelocal ORT Committees
andby governmentalgrantsof countrieswithORT institutionsin operation.

THEORGANIZATION'S TheWorldORT UnionhasFrenchstatutesandcompri-
PRESENTSTATUS ses25 organizationsin Algeria,Argentina,Austria,

Belgium,Brazil,Canada,Chile,Cuba,Denmark,Finland„France,GreatBritain,Greece,Holland,Iran,Israel,Italy,Morocco,Mexico,SouthAf-
rica,Sweden,Switzerland,Tunisia,UruguayandtheUnitedStates.

Thenationalorganizationsareeverywherebasedon locallawsandledbyai
eliteof Jewishpersonalities.Likewise,allORT Committees'disposeof techni-
cal andpedagogicalcommissionscomposedof leadingexperts,

TheWorldORT Union'sleadingbodiesare:
The CENTRALBOARDof theORT Uniongrouping63 memberselectedby a Congressof
delegatesfromallnationalORT organizations;
The CENTRALEXECUTIVEofWorldORTUnionwith21 members.

TheORTUnionCentralOfficein C3ne7ascrvfcesORT institutionsthrough-
out the worldbothfinanciallyandtechnically,thelatterthroughits Techni-
cal andPedagogicalDepartmentwhichstudiesthe advancesin vocationaltrain-
ingthroughouttheworld, providesthe variousORT organizationswithsyllabi
andteachingmaterialcontainingthe fruitof thesestudies, and inspectsin-
dividualschools.

ORT'SPOST-WAR Amongnew problems arising afterWorld War II,
ACTIVITIES thatof the DP'sin German, Austrianand Italian

campswas the mostacute.Hdiwever,alsoin France,
Belgium,Hollandand Switzerlandit was vitalthatlargenumbers of refugees
and repatriatedpersonsshouldbe preparedfor further emigrationor foreco-
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nomicintegration.Simultaneously,the tasksin NorthAfrica,IsraelandIran
cameto the foregroundandattainedincreasingscope.

Importantresultswere achievedby ORTlsconstructiveinitiativeof in-
stalling300well-equippedtrainingworkshopsand schoolsformaleandfemale
adolescentsand acceleratedcoursesforadultsin the DP countriessubsequent
to the terminationof hostilities.More than50.000personsweretrained as
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skilledworkersto continuetheirlivesin Israeland
gration.

In otherWesternEuropeancountries,particularly
andSwitzerland,ORT establisheda networkof modern
featuringmetalandwoodworkand electricaltrades.

in othercountriesof emi-

in France,Belgium„Holland
tradeschoolsprominently

IntheRadioAtelierof theORTSchoolatMontreuil(Paris)

As stated-above,ORT'sfirstinstitutionsin Italy wereestablishedforthebenefitof DP'sand emigrants.Atthismoment,howver,85% of ORT'sstudentsthereare JewishghettochildrenfromRome,Turin,Leghorn,TriesteandMilan,mostofwhomhad previouslyfallenpreyto streetpeddlingandbegging.
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In ORT's Motorists' Workshop in Rome In ORT's School for motorists in Rome (Class Room)

Embroidery Section of the ORT Girls' School Haute Couture Section of the ORT Girls' School
in Rome in Rome
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ORT'sworkin NorthAfrica was initiatedat the endof 1946.In Casablan-
ca twobig tradeschoolswere setup to trainboysin mechanicsand joinery
and a four-sectionvocationalschoolwas establishedforgirls.Theywere sub-
sequentlyfollowedby two schoolsfor adolescentsin Tunis (mechanics) and

IntheORT-AlliancemechanicalSchoolatTunis

by a weldingcoursefor adults. In MoroccoandTunisia,a collaborationwas
enteredintcwiththe AllianceIsraeliteUniverselleaccordingto whichthe
latterorganizationprovidesteachersof generalsubjects.-An ORT center
fortrainingmechanics,electriciansand joinerswas setup in Algiers,tobe
followedby a mechanicsschoolin Constantinein 1949.
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The miseryof the Jewsin theMoroccanandTunisianghettosis incredible.
Morethantwo thirdsof thepopulationare economicallyinactive.The major-
ity of economicallyactivepersonsareproletarizedstreetandbazaarhawkers.
A majorpartof Jewishartisansare unskilledandtheireconomicpositioncom-
pares unfavourablywith thatof theirArabian counterparts.Meanwhile, a
ratherrapid process of industrializationisproceedingin thesecountries,
whichis boundto increasethe economicdistressof the Jews unlesstheyare
enabledto adaptthemselvesto requirements.In viewof thissituation,thevo-
cationaltrainingof neglectedJewishyouthin thesecountriesis a truework
of salvation.And thisworkmust be enormouslyexpanded.

In the courseof the presentschoolyear,new sectionsareto be openedin
the Casablancaboystand girls!schools.Theboystschoolin Tunishasbeen molt,-
ed to the recentlyconstructedhouse;agirls!schoolhasbeenopenedandeven-
ing classesare to be installedfor Jewishchildrenundergoingtrainingwith
privatemasters.In addition,a masonrycourseis planned.

At Gab6s,a joineryschooland a girls!schoolareto be established,

In Algiers,a girls schoolwillbe setup in the courseof the present
schoolyear.

An ORT Committeewas foundedin Tlemcenand is preparingforthe organiz-
ationof joineryand dressmakingschools.

In the courseof thisyear, ORT erectedtwobignew schoolbuildings in
Casablanca.'Anotherschoolis to be builtin Algierson a siteprovidedbythe
JewishCommunity.Lackof funds has preventedORT fromsettingup the urg-
entlyrequired'tradeschools and vocationalcoursesin someprovincialtowns
of NorthAfrica,

ORT'sschoolsin Israel,whereworkwas startedat thebeginningof 1949,
haveattaineda particularlyhightechnicalstandard.Owingto large-scaleim-
migration,to increasedbuildingactivitiesand industrialdevelopment, the
trainingof first-rateskilledworkershasbecomeone of the country'smostvi-
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tal problems. The foundation of the politicallyand culturally entirely
neutral IsraeliORT and the establishmentof ORT schoolsin cities,settlemeits
and kibbutzimwere hailed both by Governmentand people.

IntheORT;Schoolsemachan;caiworkshopInJaffa

To be noted is the fact that local ORT schoolsincludesuch highly-ddlled
vocationsas agromechanics,watchmaking,refrigerationmechanics, toolmaking
(chieflyfor sephardicyoungstersfrom Bulgaria),electromechanics,machine
maintenance(a four-yeartrade school in the "ThoraUmlacha" leshiba),modern
dentalmechanics,etc.
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In additionto thedays'schoolsfor
adolescents,and thevocationalcourses
for unskillednewlyimmigratedadultsof
both sexes,ORThdsalsoinstalledshort-
termproficiencycoursesfor industrial
workersin Israel towardsthe end of
1950.At present,ORTand theVocational

In the MachineKnitting School

ofORTat Holon (Israel)

InORT'sautomechanicalworkshop

inJerusalem

TrainingDepartmentof theMinistry
of Labourcollaborateinraisingthe
skillof industrialworkers whose
low standardof training otherwise
impedesindustrialprogress.
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An importantfieldof workis to be foundin Iran.Here,a startwasmade
in August1950,withthe establishmentof trainingworkshopsin the campsfbr
Kurdishrefugees.Thiswas followed
by the foundationof large day—
schoolsforboys.andgirlsin Tehe—
ran andIsfahan.The Iranian ORT
Committeeincorporatesan eliteof
activeleadngJewishmen andwomen.
So far,sixORT schoolbuildingshave
beenerected.The choiceof trades
and curriculaareinaccordancewith
the economicrequirementsof the
State of Israel, inasmuchas the
presenttendencytowardspersianna-
tionalismhas considerablyendange—
red the positionof Jewry in Iran
and,as a consequence,professional
traininghasbecome most topical
for emigration.

INSTITUTEFOR At the beginningof 1949,theORT Unionopened the
INSTRUCTORS CentralORT InstitutefortheTrainingofIrocational

Teachersat AnièresnearGeneva. Thisschoolarose
fromrecognitionof the factthatthe shortageof instructorsand specialized
teachersfor Jewishtradeschoolsin all countries,particularlyNorthAfrica
and Iran,is verypronounced.

At thepresentmoment,the Institutehas 74 students from17 countries
studyingmechanics,electricity,technicalinstallationsor joinery.—The
languageof instructionis French.—The curriculumcomprisesalso Jewish
HistoryandHebrew.

"AronKodesch"- Examinatlonpieceexecuted
at ORTcarpentrySchool,Teheran
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The firstgroupof 16 studentsgraduatedin Ju1y„1951,undera boardofgovernmentalexperts. At present,the graduatesare doingninemonths ofpaidpracticein Swissprecisionfactories.Subsequently,theywill passa

OneofthemechanicalWorkshopsat theCentralORT

Instituteat AnibresnearGeneva

pedagogicalexaminationat the Instituteto acquiretheirdiplomasand takeup theirjobsin Israeli,Iranian,NorthAfricanandLatinAmerican0 R T -schools.

Anotherbranchof ORT'sworkwhichdatesbackto pre-wartimeswas dave-lopedin SouthAmericawhereelectrical,metalworkingand dressmakingschods



á



- 12 -

LibraryandReadingRoomatthe

CentraleORTInstitute,

Ani)resnearGeneva

are operatedin BuenosAires, Montevideo,Sao Pauloand Rio de Janeiro.
ORT alsomaintainsa watchmakingand a meritstailoringschoolin La Ha-
bana,Cuba.

*

Sincetheterminationof hostilitiesmorethan110.000persons under-
wenttrainingin ORT institutions.Thenumberof graduatesduringthecur-
rentyearis 3614.In addition,6837studentshaveemigratedbeforetheema-
minations.Totalenrolmentin ORT institutionsthisyearamountedto19.685.-
Althoughthemajorityof ourGermanandAustrianstudentshave emigrated,
thereare still9.234pupilsfrequentingthe ORT schoolsin thevasicuscoun-
tries.Adolescentscomprise80% of the studentbody.
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ORT'sstudentbodyin all countriesdid and doesincludea great many
Sephardicyouths.

*

Youth'sdesireforttoroughvocationaltraininghas enormouslyincrea-
sedas comparedwiththe pre-warperiod.In mostcountries,however, and
particularlyin France,Israel,IranandNorthAfrica,thisurgeis in no
way settoff by the capacityof ORT'sschools.Thisraisesproblemswhich
can onlybe solvedwitha largeramountof funds.

*
*

The preparationof Jewishadolescentsand adultsfora productivepro-
fessionmeanshelpforthe individualand the strengtheningof the entire
community.ORT'swork doesnot onlyservethe technicalprogressof our
countriesof operation,but,beyondthis,increasesJewry'smaterial and
moralstrength.

In submittingto you thisbriefsurvey,we wishtheCongressthe best
of success.May its decisionscorrespondto theglorioushistoryof Sephar-
dic Jewryandto Jewrylstopicaltasksthroughouttheworld.

JudgeLeonMEISS Dr.A. SYNGALOWSKI
ChairmanCentralBoard ChairmanCentralExecutive

World ORT Union World ORT Union
October,I951
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ORT STUDENTMOVEMENTAND ENROLMENTAS OF OCTOBER1, 1951

COUNTRY

Graduates and Students
havingemigratedbeforeNumber of StudentsTotal Enrolmentduring
Examnations during

SchoolYear195011951.as of Oct. 15,1951School Year1950/1951

ALGERIA 32 188 E20
ARGENTINA 102 10P 204
AUSTRIA 680 314 994
BELGIUM 274 475 749
BRAZIL 62 123 185
CHILE 47 -- 47
CHINA 57 -- 57
CUBA 41 -- 41
FRANCE 1.774 1.789 3.563
GERMANY 2.511 584 3.095
GREATBRITAIN 108 87 195
GREECE 41 35 76
HOLLAND 355 450 805
IRAN 395 1.010 1.405
ISRAEL 1.154 1.428 2.582
ITALY 688 1,098 1.786
MOROCCO 540 831 1.371
SOUTHAFRICA 42 12 54
TUNISIA -- 214 214
URUGUAY 85 46 131
U.S.A. 1.449 380 1.829
CENTRALINSTITUTE,GENEVA 20 62 82

OTAL 10.457 9.228 19.685
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