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HE destruction of petty trade and commerce in the countries of
Eastern Europe— occupations which constituted the basis of Jewish
economic life in this region has made the need of vocational
readjustment a matter of life and death for hundreds of thousands
of Jewish families.

The ORT organization, which now embraces 91 branches in 12 coun-
tries, promotes this social-economic readjustment by transferring the Jewish
masses from the old, untenable economic positions to craftsmanship, industry
and agriculture.

The practical work of the ORT finds expression in the following forms :

Establishment and support of Vocational Training Schools and Ap-
prentice Workshops for the young.

Establishment of special, practical as well as theoretical courses and
experimental shops designed to help craftsmen and artisans to perfect them-
selves in their trades.

Establishment of special institutions in industrial centres for the
purpose of promoting the transfer of Jews into industry (industrial training
shops and training schools).

Placing credit at the disposal of Jewish settlers for the purchase of
seed, livestock, equipment and, in many places, for the construction of build-
ings and wells.

Development of intensive agricultural cultivation (wine, hops, etc.), and
establishment of dairies, cheese factories, etc.

Supplying Jewish craftsmen and artisans with machinery on credit,
with the cooperation of the Cooperative Tool Supply Co., organized for this
purpose by the ORT.

Creation of a special organization for productive aid by relatives,
which enables the Jews residing in the United States and other countries to
help their kin in Eastern Europe by placing at their disposal machinery, tools
and similar means of production, which make it possible for the recipients
to earn their living by labor,—instead of depending on occasional remittances.

To enable the friends of the ORT to obtain some idea of its activities we
have organized a

TRAVELING EXHIBITION

of work in ORT trade schools and agricultural products of Jewish colonies
maintained by the ORT in Eastern Europe.

The exhibition will be shown in various cities of Germany, England and
the United States. Because of considerations of economy and transport diffi-
culties it has been necessary to limit the number of ORT institutions in
the respective countries participating in the exhibition. For the same reasons
we have been compelled to confine the agricultural exhibits largely to graphs
and charts.

It should also be noted that with the exception of the Lodz trade schools
and the Warsaw furniture model workshops, which are designed for adults,
the exhibits are those of male and female pupils between the ages of 13 and 16
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DIVISIONS OF THE EXHIBITION
A--Central Division: one section. Diagrams and photomontages de-

picting in general the achievements of the ORT in recent years in all fields
of its activity.

B Division of Vocational Training: four sections. Exhibits of eighteen
trade schools.

C Division of Agriculture: one section. Exhibits of products of Jewish
agricultural settlers in Poland, Rumania and White Russia.

D Aid Through Supply of Machinery: two sections. Diagrams show-
ing.activity of Relatives' Aid and some models of machinery from the United
States for the declassed Jews of Eastern Europe.

A
The large wall map in the Central Division indicates the countries in

which ORT work is carried on, the location of ORT institutions, the agricul-
tural colonies under its supervision and the seats of ORT committees.

The diagrams exhibited present the scope of ORT activities for the period
of 1921-1927 and, in part, for 1928, and amounts expended for its main
activities.

The chart dealing specifically with the agricultural aspects of the .ORT'S
work shows further that the ORT has now under its supervision in Russia,
Poland and Rumania 131 agricultural settlements, comprising 4901 families,
who cultivate an area of 35,313 dessiatin.

The growth and development of the vocational training work is graphic-
ally presented in four large charts giving the number of students attending the
ORT Trade Schools and their distribution according to countries and trades.
It will be seen that while in 1922 the total number of students registered
in all ORT schools in 1922 was only 2,420, this number has more than
doubled now, reaching the total of 5,940 in 1928.

Additional charts and photographs illustrate the nature and extent of the
work of the Berlin Cooperative Tool Supply Co., founded by the ORT, the
purchasing agency for tools, machinery and raw materials required by the
industrialization activities of the ORT. The annual turn-over of this agency
was $2,936.00 in 1924; $20,979.00 in 1925; $65,232.00 in 1926; $151,375.00
in 1927; and $375,000.00 during the first 10 months of 1928.

This purchasing agency, it is to be noted, is truly cooperative in character,
its technical staff and purchasing organization serving not only the needs of
the ORT but those of the Agro-Joint and the Jewish Colonization Associa-
tion (ICA) as well.
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Two large Posters in the Central Division depict symbolically the basic
idea underlying the activities of the ORT and its aims.

One of the posters shows a sturdy Jewish farmer standing firmly, scythe
in hand; in the inset is a small, old Jewish town, with petty tradesmen, men
who live on "air", lolling about. In amazement they gaze at the powerful
figure before them, contemplating their own tragic lot.

On the other poster there is to be seen a skilled mechanic at work on a
modern shoe making machine. A striking contrast is the home-baked cobbler
with his primitive tools. Nearby hang shop photographs equipped with
modern machinery through the Cooperative Tool Supply Company.

Shoemaking Shop Equipped by the Cooperative Tool Supply Co.
Riga, Latvia.

THE VOCATIONAL TRAINING DIVISION contains exhibits of the
work of students in some typical ORT institutions, suplemented by charts,
graphs and photographs, and presenting a general view of the most funda-
mental aspect of reconstruction of Jewish economic life in Eastern Europe.
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The GIRLS' TRADE SCHOOL of WARSAW (Poland), established
in 1922, provides instruction in ladies' tailoring, dressmaking, white and dress
goods sewing and embroidering. The school also conducts parallel practical
training courses for adult women in the same trades.

The tailoring department is represented by silk gowns, a fur trimmed
cloak and several children's dresses.

A number of fine under-garments with filet and embroidery work exe-
cuted by the students of the White Goods Sewing Department is indicative
of the skill attained by these future needlecraft workers.

The Embroidery Department presents work in silk, gold and ajour, the
subjects reflecting old Jewish folkmotifs.

The COURSES IN CUTTING for master tailors and journeymen, con-
ducted by the ORT in the same city, exhibit an album of drawings made by
one of the students. These courses are very popular. Over 600 students corn-
pleted these studies during the last five years.

Additional information about the Warsaw trade schools maintained by
the ORT is given in accompanying graphs and photographs. It will be noted
that recently over 1,000 men and women received vocational training in the
Warsaw ORT schools.

THE TRAINING SHOPS AND TRAINING FACTORIES IN
LODZ (Poland) occupy a special place in the work of the ORT.

These institutions are for adults only and have for their aim the training
of Jewish workmen for industry, particularly in the textile field.

The exhibited objects, produced in the mechanical weaving, knitting,
hosiery, glove making and the other training establishments, testify to the
many-sided and purposeful work of the ORT Committee in Lodz. Notable
are also the training shops for machine embroidery work. These training
centers are the sole agencies in Poland performing the important function of
making it possible for adults having no definite occupation, or such who are
compelled to abandon their previous calling, to find places in industry.

Several photographs show the equipment of the individual training shops.
A special chart depicts in graphic form the extent of the utilization of these
shops for training purposes. During the period of 1923 to 1928 nearly 1600

completed their course of training in these shops.

The need for additional institutions of this nature in Poland may be
gleaned from the fact that a group of Jews in Warsaw, because of the
absence of facilities in their city, journey to Lodz thrice weekly, where they
take night-shift courses to obtain the training they desire, paying for the
journeys from their own meagre resources.

Representative of the ORT vocational schools for women in other coun-
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tries are the exhibits of the RIGA (Latvia), KISHINEV, ORGIEW and
CZERNOWITZ (Rumania) TRADE SCHOOLS.

The Riga schools sent samples of tailoring and dressmaking work (even-
ing gowns and sport clothes) ; also a collection of art needle work executed by
the students of the Evening Courses for Adults. There are also several

articles in inlaid wood and hand painted (Pastinello) silk work in which old
folk-motifs are carried out in antique Jewish and Latvian style.

The KISHINEV TRADE SCHOOL FOR WOMEN consists of 4 de-

partments: white goods sewing, art needle work, rug weaving and tailoring.
Fine lingerie, hand embroidered table cloths and scarfs in applique, cross
stitch and embroidery work, a hand woven Persian rug and similar objects
represent the work of this institution.

Next to embroideries from CZERNOWITZ (short-term courses for
women) are to be seen several models of the tailoring department of the
women's schools of the small Bessarabian town of ORGIEW.

Of the exhibits representing the boys' trade schools attention is called
to the products of ORT trade schools for boys in WARSAW, WILNA,

Svite for a Man's Study

Made in the Model Furniture Workshop, Warsaw, (Poland).
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BREST and ROWNO in Poland, KISHINEV and BENDERY in Rumania,
DWINSK in Latvia and KOWNO in Lithuania.

Illustrative of the ORT work aiming at raising the standard of skill and
craftsmanship of Jewish artisans is the FURNITURE MODEL WORK-
SHOPS IN WARSAW; the products of the schools in Wilna, Brest and
Rowno, in Poland; Odessa and Minsk, in Russia; Kishinew and Tigina, in
Rumania; Dwinsk, in Latvia, and Kowno, in Lithuania.

These FURNITURE MODEL WORKSHOPS IN WARSAW were
established in 1923 for the purpose of affording young Jewish cabinet makers
an opportunity to perfect themselves in their trade through the medium of
working on style furniture. The workshops are now enjoying a fine reputa-
tion throughout the country, executing orders for select clientelle in Warsaw
and other cities in Poland. Photos of suites made in this workshop show
the character of the work done there.

The suite for a man's study, made according to the designs of Engineers
L. Frenkel and L. Berman, represents an attempt to apply old Jewish designs
in furniture making.

The DWINSK TRADE SCHOOL, one of the oldest ORT institutions,
offers a three-year course of study. The school has two departments: cabinet
making, machine construction and tool making.

The exhibited small metal objects, mounted on a board, represent prac-
tice work during the first three semesters. The accompanying photographs
show the kind of machine construction and repair work done there.

The cabinet making department devotes itself primarily to the making of
high grade house furniture, the photographs showing types of suites executed
by the students.

On display are, however, only a few minor pieces, a chess board and a
few utility boxes.

Attention is called to the drawings and blue-prints made by the students
of both departments.

The KOWNO (Lithuania) TRADE SCHOOL has a machine con-
struction and a tailoring department. The school also offers courses for
adults: automobile driving and repairing for chauffeurs, and garment cutting
for master tailors and journeymen.

A number of tools and machine parts, including a small drill press, etc.,
serve as examples of the work of the students of this school.

The tailoring department exhibits several suits made by second and third
year students.
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The Cutters' Courses are represented by a number of drawings and
designs.

To this group belong also the exhibits of practice work performed in the
WILNA AND BREST SCHOOLS OF CRAFTSMANSHIP. In addition
to the usual class practice work, the Wilna School exhibits a set of auxiliary
objects for the teaching of geometry according to the Montessori system. Both
schools have departments for metal work and furniture making. Owing to
transportation difficulties these schools are represented only by smaller objects,
such as dressing and chess table, and similar articles.

The WILNA TRADE SCHOOL was awarded on a number of occasions
special diplomas for its exhibits in Poland. At the 1928 Arts and Crafts
Exposition in Wilna it was awarded a gold medal.

The ROWNO TRADE SCHOOL is represented by several smaller
articles in wood work.

Adjoining this are products of two Rumanian schools, those of KISHI-
NEW and BENDERY. The Bendery school exhibits also models of a wine
press, drill-press and stamping machine, in addition to exhibits of the regular
program work.

The KUSTREM TRADE SCHOOL of ODESSA is represented by
samples of men's clothing and embroidery work. Tables and graphs also
serve to illustrate the work of the students. The character of the work in this

school is further illustrated by several portfolios of designs and programs
showing the general educational curriculum.

A special type of the ORT'S educational work is to be found in the

NIGHT SCHOOLS FOR APPRENTICES. These institutions are intended
to provide complementary training of a kind that cannot be received in other
shops maintained by the ORT in all countries of Eastern Europe. One such

institution, namely the Odessa school, is represented at the exposition. The
curriculum and accomplishments of these schools are shown in a series of
drawing portfolios, copybooks in mathematics, etc.

Among the vocational training agencies maintained by the ORT special
place is to be assigned to the WILNA TECHNICUM—an advanced technical
school with a three-year course of study.

The charts dealing with this institution show that the Technicum had in
the school year 1927-28 a registration of 182 students. One hundred and
twenty-three students completed their course during the years 1924 to 1927.

Besides samples of forging, tool-making, machine construction, turning
and electro-technical practice work, there is also on exhibit a number of work
plans, designs, drawings and other graphic material representing the work of

the Technicum students.
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Worthy of examination are also copies of Yiddish text books, prepared
by the teaching staff of this institution. The text books are written in long
hand and multigraphed.

Those interested in the inner life of the Wilna Technicum will be pleased
to examine the record cards on which the students register the progress of
their work in the institution's training shops and laboratories.

The Vocational Training Schools in the provincial towns of POLAND
are represented by the GIRLS TRAINING SHOP OF BREST and the
GIRLS' TRADE SCHOOL OF GRODNO. Dresses, blouses and children's
costumes show the type of work done in these institutions. .

Training shops of the same character are now being established by the

ORT in Bialystok, Poland's second largest textile manufacturing center.

The AGRICULTURAL EXHIBIT represents but very inadequately the
scope and importance of the ORT work in this field of endeavor. The diffi-
culty of transporting and preserving certain kinds of agricultural products,

View of Agricultural Division,

ORT Exhibition, Cologne, Germany.
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such as vegetables, fruits, etc., is responsible for this inadequacy. The varied

collection of charts and photographs of the Jewish agricultural colonies in

Soviet Russia, Poland and Rumania give, however, an insight into this aspect

of the ORT activities.

The agricultural exhibits are grouped by countries.

Attention is called here to the two charts showing the general growth

Ind development of Jewish colonization work in Soviet Russia. In 1923 the

number of Jews engaged in agriculture was only 52,758. In 1927 this number

rose to 165,000. During the past year the number of Jewish farmers was

increased again by

Four additional diagrams depict the development and present status a
th agricultural colonies under ORT supervision.

The diagram dealing with White Russia shows that in this locality the

ORT served the needs of 62 agricultural settlements. These agricultural

units support 1,381 families of Jewish colonists, who cultivate an area of

8,256 dessiatin.

The next diagram points out the development of ORT agricultural work

in the Odessa and Perwomajsk (South Ukraine) regions.* It will be noted

that in the Odessa region the number of Jews living on the land rose from

3,693 in 1923 to 5,713 in 1928 and in the Perwomajsk region from 1,585 in

1927 to 3,657 in 1928. The land under cultivation in both regions was

increased from 877 to 22,163 dessiatin.

The increase in live stock and agricultural equipment in the above men-

tioned regions is graphically presented in the remaining diagrams.

A series of illuminated slides supplement the photographic material which

illustrates the ORT agricultural work in Russia.

The MINIATURE of a MODEL FARMSTEAD is symbolic of the

aims and achievements of the ORT in its agricultural work. The well built

farm house and the out-buildings, the spacious yard with its modern agricul-

tural implements and the well fed live stock; the contented farmer and his

wife bent on their tasks and the happy playing children, represent a picture

of solid well-being which the ORT is aiming to attain for the colonists.

Of agricultural products there are on exhibit only a few samples of grain,

also such agricultural specialties as dried fruit from White Russia and several

varieties of Holland cheese, which is produced by the Jewish cOlonists in great

quantities.

More elaborate are the exhibits of the ORT'S agricultural settlements in

Poland. Important in this connection are the agricultural cooperatives

* These regions are not included in the sphere of activity of the Agro-Joint.
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founded on the initiative of the ORT. Some of these cooperatives have sent
samples of their products to the exhibition: wheat, rye, barley, oats, buck-
wheat, peas, etc. The gardener cooperatives have sent red beets, sugar beets,
cauliflower, white cabbage, turnips, potatoes, canned tomatoes, cucumbers, etc.
Exhibited also are some agricultural by-products like oil cakes, linseed oil, etc.

In the village of Stolowiczi the ORT has established a cooperative bee
farm. Models of bee hives and apurtenances made under supervision of a bee
master are exhibited. The Jewish bee farm in question is considered a model
for the entire vicinity.

Adjoining are hop samples as well as fruit (fresh and canned) from the
ORT colonies of Ignatowka, Ossowa and Iwaniki.

The agricultural cooperatives of Malo-Sedlitz, Ossowa and Dukinowo
have sent some of their cheese products.

In Rumania the agricultural work of the ORT has been centered in recent
years in fifteen villages and settlements in the Province of Bessarabia.

Among the types of intensive cultivation in which the Jewish colonists
engage is the growing of wine, tobacco, etc. A number of photographs illus-

Shorniakers Cooperative, Charkov, Ukraine.



EXHIBITION of ORT ACTIVITIES 13

trate this activity. Is to be noted here that the tobacco planters in some of the

Jewish colonies (Peressetscno and Maschkantzy, for example) have been

awarded the highest prizes by the Rumanian Government. Adjoining are

samples of homespun, woven by women in the Jewish colonies of Bessarabia.

The latest branch of activity inaugurated by the ORT and which is show-

ing constant progress is the aid extended to declassed Jews with the help of

relatives in America to find new means of earning a livelihood by labor. This

aid taxes the form of supplying machinery and raw materials to Jews in

Russia and other countries. The work is carried on the basis of a special

agreement concluded by the ORT with the Soviet Government permitting the

entry of the machinery and raw materials into Russia without duty. Several

types of machines thus supplied are shown in this section. The diagrams

illustrate the scope of this activity. Adjoining are photographs of artels (co-

operatives) equipped by the ORT for declassed Jews in Russia.

In presenting this traveling exhibition to the Jewish public, the ORT

considers it its duty to express its thanks to all friends and Jewish organiza-

tions who have helped in its activities, and particularly to the American Joint

Distribution Committee.
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,_Memoranda
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Central Administrative Board

Union of "ORT" Societies



á



á



á


