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MURRAY LEVINE

COUNSELOR AT LAW TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 5260

300 MADISON AVENUE,NEW YORK

November 19, 193U.

)

Central Board, Ort Verband,
Buelowstr. 9u, Berlin 57,

Gern-any,

Dear Friends:

I have your leites of October Suth and your letters of
October 25th andr,X7th addressed. to the 21,:ierican Ort.
I have net written you sooner because I could not give
you an y definite advice and did no t believe .in writing
you cheerful news for which there is no basis in fact,

Your friend.3 here appreciate fully the staggering diffi-
culties which face you and I must say for myself that
your letters have brought me more sadness On d depression
than even the bad financial situation which we ail find
ourselves in here. There is the tragic thing that when
the needs of your work are so greatly increased th e means
for its fulfillment are so largely diminished. Most ,eople
here have either eliminat ed or largely decreased thei r
contributions to charitable caus es; they look upon such
contributions .as a luxury which is the first thing eliminated
when conditions are not so pros;erous. 7e see the disastrous
results on every side. The Hias called a conference last
month and. announced that it was about to shut its doors
unless heroic measures were adoed. -clhat they have accom-
plished I do not know yet. The Jewish Consum-otive elief
3ociety at Denver, which. ordinarily is supported by Jews
throughout the whole country, has sent out ap-,Deal after
appeal threatening to close its doors if something were

'not done. The United Jewish :Jamcaign has definitely
collapsed; they have obtained a little ever a million dollars
of the six million they planned to raise. The latest infor-
mation is that it has been decided to separate the JDC from
the United .:;.gency and. that they each will hold a separate
drive. The ..ency rill hold its drive first at the beginning
of 1931 a. fter it is finished the JDC v:ill corkluct its
drive. Both the 7.:ew York and lirooklyn :21eLThrations of Jelish
Charities are nou engaed in drives to ake up their cLzrent
deficit and. for ne::t year's budet. They are not meeting v.ith
much success. .;.n offer of ,,l,Uut.),UOU. made by Jonas to the
two :ederatios on co:dition ht ;hey unite illto one insti-
tution finally had to be rejected because neitherof them
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succeededin wiping out its old debts which was a condition
of the 6ift. On too of all this a series of drives have been
commenced for the purpose of relievinaunemoloyment.
6,(Jou,Ou(e.is beina raised in Lanhattan alone Le-aa other large
sums in other cities. em oneeavor is beillgmade to mobilize
all the energy and resourcesof the people who can give in this
battle against unempicyment just as in wartime they mobilizei
the peol)lefor the purchase of Liberty _Ands.'

I cite you.these few instances out of many tht could be cited
so that you maa unferstanaeae very difficult aoeition aelerican
Ort finds itself in. ee were never a favored child of the
powerful jews; todaytwhenso eii,nyother demands are being made
upon them,our apaeale fall on deaf ears. I must say to you
that Dr. 1,:oskowitzhas been most eneraetic. ::aturally we had
to deaend upon him. Cuilaan and -,iarbarghave been most
sympathetic but no matter hoe' aany times we k.nochat the :1oors
ci the JDC the answer always is filet they have no money alld
even it they had, Ort has receivedmore than its roeer share.

What is there to be done? 2rankly, I do not know. Expenses
have been cut down to the minimum. ',;ehave 3iven up the
office and have a room in the Ort TOO1 Supply Corp. office
freLiof rent. -;-ehave only One girl and Mr. Hirsch Mahan
(wenally decided to let Mr. Hirsch Mahan go and obtain in
his place a man who can do the publicity, LeMoerehip and
Landsmanschaitwork). We adopted these economiesso as to
release every cenny possiblefor you. Even so re have found
it very difficult to meet expensesand are raising a fund of
)10Ou.now among ten of us so as to meet office eenses.

We heid a meeting of the SteeringCommittee (Messrs.Cullman,
Warburg,1a)skollitz, Boudin,Dolowitz,Dr. Ellsb erg and mys elf )
this week and we took up the question of our attitude toward
J.D.C. in the future and it vas decided thet, if a fair arrange-
ment could be made, .weshould go along with the J-.D.C. Dr.
Ellsberg endeavoredto interestMessrs. Cullman and 'iarburg
in the idea of an independentcam-aaiF-,n.They flatly refused to
participatetherein, franklysaying that they were not in a
position to oppose the J.D.C. in any way. The committee also
decided to make strenuous efforts to collectthe outstanding
pledges to the Cullman Camoaignand all of us have agreed to
.helpin this work. I am hopeful that this will produce some
..resultsin the near future.

I have the feeling that we here will not be able to accomplishfi
anythin:.,unless one of your executivescomes here, who will
have the time, the energy and the officialright to demand Ifrom everyone of the wealthy group that can be reached that
they do not permit the work of Ort to be shattered.
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The work of Lvovitch in Englaz?,. in this connection is very
inspiring. I think it was a mistake not to nthtify Us here
of the plans for the banquet so that we could jive it
publicity. It would have been an easy matter to arranie a
meeting to listen over the radio to the speeches of Einstein
and Shaw. No one knew anythin about it in advance and
was surprised, to read about it in the newspapers. Paul
Pelix ',1arburg told me that his father asked him what it was
all about and that he, Paul, was embrassed .uecause he could
tell him nothing about it, his father saying "I should think
you wotud know about an Ort aifair of this kind". 'Paul also
told me t:1,.ct because the newsa-oers announced that L:r. Otto '

Schiff was at the dinner, while he was actually here on that
day, Mr.lo.elix ,:arburg called Mr. Schiff up and asl:ed. him about
it. I do not think that this mistake in the publicity work

helped us any with Lr. Warburg.

 1 The Steering Committee also decided to send Dr. Lloskowitz and.
Er. Cull:mu to visit Mr. Rosenberg and present again the situation
of Ort. 1r. Felix ',.'arburg's health not being very good, all thes:e
matters are now referred to 1:essrs. .1iosenberg aa. Bresif.V. .Yrom
what I hear4, the latter is nct very sympathetic and our efforts
must be concentrated on Lir. Rosenberg. I am hopeful that we may
be able to do something in this direction but do not really expect
to be able to able to accomplish much as I have heard that the
J.D.C. has just had to renew a note for •00,L)OU. thich it
borrowed and has not been able to meet.

I shall write you soon again but please bear in mind that
when I do not write it is because no developments have transpired
that are worth while writing about.

Sincerely yours


