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Dr. Aaron Syngalowski, Chairman, Executive Committee,

%\ World ORT Union, arrived in Geneva today, April 12,
’T{ from his mission in Isré.el after an absence of over

four months.
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THE INTTRNATIONAL ORT EXFIBIT IN NTT YORK

On the occasion of the conclusion of the hirhly successful International
ORT Txhibit, which has brought home to the New York Jewish community in so
striking a fashion the tremendous contrihution of ORT to Jewish reconstruc-
tion in the current period, we think it fitting to present a typical ex-
pression from the Jewish press of the feeling which this Exhibition has
inspired.

The following article by A. Fpstein appeard in The Day of March 26, 19L9,
under the heading "In the ORT School Refugees Learn New Trades,-Impressions
of the ORT Exhibit in New York."

' "At 318 Vest 57th Street in New York City, an "xhibit arranged by ORT is now in preg-
ress. The New York school of this organization is at the same location. I found the
entire main floor full of articles made by the pupils of the O3T schools. I must con-—
fess that at first glance I did not realize the scope of the Exhibit, since the items
I saw were those that we usually accept without thinking; things we see constantly
without stopping to look at them.

"But soon, I began to grasp the meaning of everything and was overwhelmed with joy, I
understood that the Exhibit was one more indication that Jews, after all their dis-
asters and suffering, will again live and create.

"Browsing about the Exhibit, I came across a photo;raph of two Jews, both poorly
dressed, but obviously once well-to-do, closed in by two German policemen. One was
holding a pair of scissors near the beard of one of the Jews; the other policeman was
watching with interest the actions of his collearue. The two Jews are rigid, afraid
to move, knowing that the slightest motion vould mean their death...

"Then everything became clear to me., I realized that the items exhihited here meant
that these people had become human beings arainj that ther wanted to live arain. Their
work made them feel that they had been reintegrated into human society, and I began
to understand that everything displayed meant something special--represented a new
life.

"I am looking at a chest, not a very big one, hut a very fine ene. It is the work of

. hands which know how to use tools. It was made in an ORT school in Switzerland, I
realized that, in order to make such a delicate piece, the craftsman had to be free
of sorrow and fear for his life., When a man lives in fear of tomorrow, he cannot
work, particularly on any work bordering en art. I leovk at the chest of drawers and
hope rises in my heart.... '
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"I look around and see machines-~big machines that good people have donated to the
school, I see tools, drills, presses, A joyous feeling overtakes me again., Those
who work on these machines must be healthy, strong people. Many of them, perhaps,
knew their trade when they were in their old homelands; this work here means a con-
tinuation of their former lives.

",...] See women's dresses and children's clothes. I am not a connoisseur, but the
man standing next to me once worked in the needle trades and knows what good workman—
ship is. He assures me 'It is not only good, it is excellent'. I visualize the
women who made these clothes, and know that if they came here, they could hold a job.
They have a trade that will give them an income and security....

"iThere are schools in 2); countries!, one of the leaders is saying; %over 50,000
young people were graduated from our schools. 'le have excellent instructors. However,
we must transfer them from one spot to another, so that our schools can continue to
exist.ft

"I browse around further. In one corner I see an exhibit of dental-mechanics work,
I am familiar with this kind of work and can tell what is good and what isn't. I
mist admit, Mr, J. Birnbaum and l'r, H. Yake of Stuttgart know their trade. The job
is good, the methods are the most advanced. I also know that there is a great deal
of time and patience involved in learning this sort of work,

"In another cerner I see a welder on his job, His face is in a flare and his eyes
protected by goggles; he is completely engrossed in his work. Around him are more
young people, their faces also reflecting the flare from the melting metal. These
young people are thousands of miles away from what hunted them not so long ago; the
shadow of Hitler and his followers are novws lost in the past.

"Something new strikes my eye...l see parts of an automobile. People are concentrat-
ing interntly upon them. The students handle instruments and seem puzzled by a dif-
ficult problem, but their eyes are full of the joy of life.

"In still another corner, I see parts of a radio; I want to know how much these
young people from somevhere in Belgium or France have progressed. T1ill they be able
to make radios? 'That about television? Those ORT schools don't stop at anythingl
They teach everything!

" Boon', I am told by the ORT representative, 'Wwe shall also have schools in Israel,

We will do the same sort of work there that e have been doing in other places,*!
And he adds, 'we need, however,lots of money, but really lots...' "

NETS_FROM ABROAD

FROM GERVANY
British Zone = Permission has been obtained from the military authorities and IRO
to open an ORT school in Cologne for Jewish DP's living outside the camps, Pre-
liminary enrollments show a special interest in courses in dressmaking, beauty
culture and radio, as well as electro-~technics,

The Hamburg ORT school has opened a new branch at the Blankeneese Children's Home,
Children under 1l years of age receive training in weodwork, fancy goods and draw-
ing, and boys from 1L to 17 years of age are taught carpentry and electro-technics,
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NEWS FROM ABROAD (cont'd)

FROM ITALY
A school for divers has been opened at Trani on the Adriatic Sea., The school is
directed by an instructor with 25 years of practical experience in the Italian navy.
The pupils, who are first given technical, practical and nautical instruction before
their diving lessons begin, will be given their final examinations by Italian naval
officers. It is expected that they will later serve in the Israeli navy.

FROM ARGENTINA
ORT Day - The Argentina ORT has proclaimed April 6 as "ORT Day". On this day the
teachers in all Jewish schools addressed the pupils about the ideelogy, work and
meaning of ORT. ORT youth committees, together with ORT alumni clubs, carried out
similar projects and spoke to the different Jewish youth groups about ORT. The
daily newspapers, weeklies and magazines published articles and the chairman of the
Argentina ORT broadcasted ower radio Argentina about the work of ORT. Also on April
6 the ladies committee of the Buenos Aires ORT school served a luncheon in the
school canteen, at which the alumni and the staff of the school, as well as the
members of the Argentina ORT Board and specially invited guests, participated.
Similar programs will be conducted in the future.

FRCM CANADA
Cn April 11, the Canadian ORT Organization held its first public meeting, which
featured its spring membership drive. The meeting was attended by 700 members and
guests. lir. Murray Levine, member World ORT Union Executive Committee, made a
special trip to Montreal to address this meeting.

FROM BELGIUM
Pupil enrollment at the vocational training centers at Brussels and Antwerp was
L31 on January 31, 19.,9. During the month of February, 20 new pupils were ad-
mitted; however, 50 pupils left the school prior to graduation. Thus, on February
28, pupil enrollment was L0l. In the agricultural training centers at Tlesembeck,
Profondsart, Boitsfort, Audergham and Ronquieres, 105 pupils were enrolled on
January 31, and 85 on February 28, 1949. The decline of pupil enrollment is due
to emigration of pupils to Israel.

FROM SHANGHAI
Our latest report from Shanghai indicated that the ORT work there is approaching
its completion. 1In a review of the ORT activities since their inception in Septem
ber 1941, the Shanghai ORT proudly evaluates its achievements in terms of training
given to the 3372 pupils in 185 courses.

The value of the ORT training for these pupils, most of whom have meanwhile em-
igrated to Israel, is well expressed in a letter from Adolph C. Glassgold, JDC
Director in Shanghai, which reads in part:

"++.The work of the ORT has meant much in the life of the Shanghai refugee
community, now rapidly and happily dissolving. Yet in the hearts of all

who have been its students during the long and wearisome years in Shanghai
there will always be reserved a spot of pleasant and thankful remembrance.

"To their thanks should be added that of AJJDC which always found in the
ORT, its directors and committeemen, full and generous cooperation in the
task of rehabilitation."

At the present time, 33 pupils are still enrolled in training courses in carpentry,
metal work and needle work at the Shanghai Jewish School.




-

Bi-Weekly Summary Vol., III, No., 8

- - -
NEWS FROM AMERICA

NEW YORK OFFICE, WORID ORT UNION

New Educational Statistical Form Introduced - The Financial & Accounting Office has
prepared and introduced to all national organizations a new educational statistics
report form (F & A No. 5) on which each school and training center will report quart-
erly the courses conducted, the nature of the courses, student and personnel statis-
tics and various other data required. These data will not only meet the needs of
World ORT Union for analysis and planning purposes, but will also enable us to pro-
vide the information desired by our many friends and supporters. In transmitting
these reports, the national organizations have been asked to summarize the data pro=-
vided on them in a consolidated statistical statement on the related Form No. 5a. In
addition to these complete quarterly statistical reports, the national organizations
have also been provided with a convenient simplified form on which they will report
monthly their key over-all statistical figures. '7ith the introduction of the new ed-
ucational reporting forms to augment the uniform financial quarterly reports intro-
duced in 1948, the basic reporting system of the World ORT Union has been completed.

Financial Operations, First Quarter 1949 - The New York Office, World ORT Union, had
available for disbursement during the first quarter of 19L9 approximately $712,000.,
This sum was comprised as follows:

Cash on hand, beginning of year, almost $50,000; receipts during the quarter from
AJDC, $525,000 ($225,000 on account of 1948, $300,000 on account of 1949); a bank
loan undertaken by World ORT Union, $100,000; withdrawals from the earmarked reserve
fund, $35,000; and income from Latin America, approximately $2,000.

Tetal disbursements were approximately $648,000, These were comprised as follows:
Repayment of bank loans undertaken by the American ORT Federation, $225,000; sub-
vention payments to the American ORT and for the N.Y. Schools, $30,000; cash trans-
fers to ORT overseas and payments here on behalf of ORT work overseas, approximately
$382,000; and disbursements of the New York Office, approximately $11,000. Cash on
hand at end of the quarter was approximately $6L,000.

ORT Tool Supply Corporation, New York = The joint meeting of the Board of Directors
and Executive Committee, ORT Tool Supply Corp., New York, on March 2L took note of
the resignation of Mr. Marc Bell as General lanager after a long and faithful service
to ORT, and elected Mr. Louis J. Walinsky as Executive Vice-Chairman. Reviewing the
status and outlook of the ORT Tool Supply Corp., New York, Mr., Walinsky declared:

"During the last two vears, the ORT Tool Supply Corp., New York, made an
important contribution to the work of ORT in procuring a large number of
valuable machines and tools from the surplus stocks of the U.S. Govern=-
ment at very little cost, and bought commercially for ORT Union a large
amount of supplies for Germany and Austria as well. It also sponsored
in its Relative Aid Program the shipment of hundreds of machines to art-
isans in France and other countries. The Surplus Acquisition Program
and the Germany-Austria Supply Program having been completed some time
ago, the natural field for the expansion of the ORT Tool Supply Corpor-
ationts activities in the next period lies chiefly in Israel, where we
shall try, in cooperation with the ORT Tool Supply Corp., Tel-Aviv, to
develop a substantial program of Relative Aid and of purchase of machines
for artisans and cooperatives in Israel,"
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ORT PARTICIPATES IN UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE

At the invitation eof the United Nations Section fer Nen-Governmental Organizations,
World ORT Union participated in the "Third Cenferenece of International Nen-Govern-

mental Organizatiens," arranged by the United Nations Department of Publie Inferma-
tion at Lake Suceess, from April L to 8.

The topic of this meeting was the cooperation of the various non-governmental ageneies
in educating the public on the United Nations objectives. As the two items of speeisl
interest to ORT, "Adult Education" and "Educational Reconstruction" were transferred

for discussion to Committee #1, Morld ORT Union submitted to this Committee a memér—

andum, which we summarize below.

The Committee, after a full day's discussion, drafted various recommendations whiech
on the following day were adopted as resolutions by the full session of the Third
Conference. The discussion stressed the need for children's villages, yeuth work
camps, scholarships and exchange of persons as means of disseminating the United
Nations idea. At a motion introduced by Mrs, Margaret T. Muehsam, Special Assistant
to the Director, Financial and Accounting Office, representing World ORT Union, the
following paragraph was included in the resolution concerning the students! exehange:

"That those responsible for the exchange of persens should recommend the
exchange of skilled workers and expert instruectors in vocational training,"

The ORT representative also stressed the need for pre-vocational training in the
children's villages, as well as for vocational training in the youth camps.

In the memorandum, after stating the nature, philesophy and aims of World ORT Unien,
it was pointed out that ORT has promoted the objectives of the United Nations by mak-
ing it possible for economically displaced persons in member ceuntries to become ec~
onomically productive, thereby contributing to the achievement of that economic sta-
bility, which is in itself an essential basis for the successful functioning of the
United Nations and for a permanent peace; by carrying out a vast program of vocation-
al training of displaced persons in Europe for whose maintenance and care IRO, an af-
filiate of the United Nations has assumed responsibility; by endorsing and supporting
the work of the United Nations Appeal for Children and the collection of funds for
UNAC and UNESCO; and by cooperating with the Secretariat, established at the United
Nations Information Center in Paris on February 7, 1949, to act as liaison between
the Non-Governmental Agencies and to promote the relations between these agencies
and the United Nations Information Department.

DEPARTURES

On April 2, Dr. David Lvovitch, Chairman, Executive Committee, sailed for Paris on
the S.S. Queen Mary after an arduous three-month stay in New York.

Hon, M, Maldwin Fertig, Chairman, Executive Cormittee, American ORT Federation, and
Mrs. Fertig departed for Israel during the middle of larch to make extensive studies
of economic and social conditions and to become acquainted with the ORT program for
Israel, With him left Mr, and Mrs, Alexander Konoff, member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Haifa Technicum in the United States, and Treasurer of the Woments Amer-
ican ORT, as well as member of the American ORT Federation, respectively. Dr, Simon
Segal, member, Board of Directors, American ORT Federation; Mrs, Hyman Hilf, Chair-
man, New York Region for the Wemen's American ORT MOT program and Mr. Hilf. They
will visit the ORT schools in Israel, as well as in FEuropean countries.




Bi-Weekly Summary Vol, III, No. 8

DEPARTURES (cont'd)

Mr, Alexander Solun, director of supply for Germany and Austria, left for Germany by
plane on April 3. to resume his important tasks in supervising the censolidation and
removal of ORT machines and tools from Germany and Austria,

Mr. Leon Dennenberg, director of public relations, World ORT Union, sailed for Paris
on the S.S. Mauretania on April 8, During his stay in the United States, he arranged
the ORT Congressional Luncheon in Washington (see Bi-leekly Summary Vol III, No. 7)
and made other important contacts for ORT.

Mr. Jacob Oleiski, former director of the ORT Schools in the U.S. Zone of Germany,
leaves on the S.S. Queen Elizabeth April 13 on the first stage of his journey to
Israel, where he will assume important responsibilities in connection with the rapid-
ly developing ORT program of vocational training. During his six months' stay in the
United States and Canada, lir, Oleiski contributed greatly to the birth of the Cana-
dian ORT Organization and to the expansion drive of Women's Canadian ORT. He

also addressed many ORT meetings in the United States. lr., Oleiski will bring to

his new work in Israel a long and rich tradition and experience in CRT work as

well as unique abilities in leadership, organization and administration, Mr,
Oleiski's intimate knowledge of the ORT students and personnel in Germany, now im-
migrating into Israel by the thousands, will prove an invaluable asset to the Israeli
ORT.

Mrs, Halina Wolkowicz, former chief inspector of the needle trades in the U.S. Zone
of Germany, is also leaving for Israel. Mrs, Wolkowicz, who did an outstanding job
for ORT in the U.S. Zone of Germany in organizing and administering the teaching and
supervision in needle trades in which more than LOOO students were enrolled, utilized
her stay in the United States te study latest develcpments in the field of needle
trades instruction.

ORT IN THE NEWS

CANATA

T The Jewish Standard, monthly magazine, of Larch 1949, published a three-page arti-
cle on ORT, by Jeanne Lipsey, with pictures of the women pioneers of ORT in Canada.
The article states that, "Of the organizations which have dedicated themselves to
the welfare of Jews the world over, none has played a more distinguished role than
the Organization for Rehabilitation through Training, more familiarly and more af-
fectionately known as ORT". It also pays tribute to the "leadership, idealism and
energy" of the omen's Canadian ORT's leaders, to whom "the Canadian Jews owe a
debt of gratitude".

Joseph A. Rosen Dies in New York - On March 31, Joseph A. Rosen, a’ long-time Director
of the American Jewish Joint Agricultural Corporation (Agro-Joint), died at his home
in New York at the age of 73. Dr. Rosen was instrumental in the settlement of a
quarter of a million Jews, who had been deprived of their means of earning a liveli-
hood by the 1917 Russian revolution, on nearly 3,000,000 acres of land in the Ukraine
and the Crimea. Agro-Joint liquidated its affairs in Russia in 1937.

Or. Rosen was a devoted friend of ORT who, during the period ORT worked in Soviet
Russia after World War I, frequently helped ORT in the re-training of Jews as well as
in the distribution ef tools and machines provided to artisans in the Ukraine and
Crimea by ORT. His sen, Fugene Rosen, was for some time one of ORT Union's overseas
personnel after the second World War. We wish to express our warmest sympathy te the
bereaved family.,




