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4 tion on behalf of the Army.

ORT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE FOUNDED IN BELGIUM

Creation of a Belgian ORT Parliamentary Committee on January 26 has been anneunced
by Mr. Roger van Praag, Chairman, Belgian ORT and member, Central Board, World ORT
Union. The Committeewas founded at a meeting attended by 16 outstanding represent-
atives of all parties of the Belgian Parliament, including Messrs. Pholien and
Buisseret, Vice-Presidents of the Senate; Mr. Mundeleer, Vice-=President of the
House of Representatives and former Minister; and ethers. An Organizing Committee
has been established which will extend invitations to other members of the Belgian
Parliament., The Committee at its first meeting decided to deal not only with the
problem of rehabilitating the Jews but also to include in their activities all
questions connected with the statute concerning foreigners, both from the point of
view of their permission to stay in the country and their permission to work.

Belgium is the sixth country in which an ORT Parliamentary Committee is now func-
tioning. Other Parliamentary Committees of ORT are in existence in England, France,
Sweden, Denmark, Norway and the U.S.A, Chairman of the USA ORT Congressional Com-
mittee is Senator 'Jagner, while Congressmen Emanuel Celler and Jacob Javits serve
as honorary secretaries,

Plans are being made for an International Conference of ORT Parliamentary Commit-
tees to take place in Europe sometime this summer.

UNESCO OFFICIALS VISIT PARIS ORT SCHOOL

On February L, a group of experts of the United Nations Organization for Education,
Science and Culture (UNESCO) visited the ORT School at Paris-Montreuil, where they
interviewed pupils regarding problems of adjustment of new immigrants, Their find-
ings will be incerporated in a survey by UNESCO on this subject. World ORT Union
has consultative status with UNESCO. The delegation including Drs. T. Brasse and
Chandra Sekhar as well as Messrs, Buissiere and van Vliet were guided threugh the
schoel by M. J. Bramson, Directar of the Montreuil ORT School and Dr, C. L. Lang,
World ORT Union delegate te UNESCO.

AMERICAN ORT FEDERATION PRESENTS CITATION TO U.S., ARMY

On February 8, the American ORT Federation tendered a citation "for distinguished
services" to the United States Army. At an impressive ceremony held at the Inter=-
national ORT Exhibit in the New York ORT School, Mr. M. Maldwin Fertig, Chairman,
Executive Committee, American ORT Federation, made the presentation te Colonel
Frank J. Pearson, Deputy Chief of Staff of the First Army, who accepted the cita-
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The text of the scroll reads as follows:

"The American ORT Federation, on behalf of its members and affiliated
organizations, presents this citation for humanitarian services to the
UsS. Army whose personnel rendered immeasurable assistance in facilit~
ating the vocational rehabilitation work of the Organization for Rehab-
ilitation through Training on behalf of the distressed Jewish survivors
in Furope; and, whose inspiring efforts in this life-restoring program
extended, in the best tradition of our American heritage, succor to the
helpless men and women seeking an opportunity to regain their independ-
ence, this scroll is tendered with profound thanks to every member of
the armed forces."

Accepting the citation, Col. Pearson lauded the reconstruction efforts of ORT, stat—
ing that the U,S. Army was "proud to assist in whatever way possible in this import-
ant work....The great mission of ORT", he said, "the rehabilitation of those who were
made to bear so particularly the misfortune of the World War - is one which all men

of good will endorse and desire to aid".

The citation was transmitted to General Cmar Bradley, Chief of Staff of the U.S.
Army, and will be placed permanently in the archives of the Department of the Army.

NEUS FROM ABROAD

FROM SWITZERLAND
Tools for CRT Teachers!' Institute Exempt from Duty - The Swiss Federal Customs
Office, Berne, has decided to extend to the ORT Institute for Teachers! Training
in Anieres near Geneva, the same privilege given to public institutions, i.e. ex-
emption of customs duty on all machinery, tools and material imported for use in
the Institute.

ORT at the IRO Conference - At the IRO Conference, which was held in Geneva in the
latter part of January and which was devoted to a discussion of IRO's work program
for the next 18 months as well as to IRO cooperation with voluntary agencies, ORT
Union was represented by Dr. O. O. Dutch, Director, World ORT Union, Germany and
Austria, Mrse. C. D. Greene, Director ORT U.S, Zone, Germany, Dr, Shelton, Italy,
and Mre. M. J. Lister, Director ORT British Zone, Germany. A number of resolutions
were adopted concerning the training of war invalids and physically handicapped
at present living in the DP centers. Special emphasis was placed upsn the importe-
ance of CRT's continued work in Germany, Austria and Italy.

FRCM GERMANY
ORT Work Shown in the German Film - The German newsreel "Welt im Film" has shown
the work in the Hamburg ORT School in their general review of important events of
the week. Shovn in the newsreel were the various classrooms of the Hamburg School
with pupils at work in the dressmaking, commercial art, electro-technical and
radio courses. The narrator told of ORT's development and present program in
Germany.

ORT WORK IN ISRAEL

Palestinian Jews of America Hail ORT:s Tork - The 17th Annual Convention of the
Federation of Palestinian Jews orl Anerica, held at the Hotel Capitol in New York
on January 29 and 30, adopted a resoslution greeting the beginning of CORT op=

erations in Israel, which will substantially contribute toward the development
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ORT WORK IN ISRAEL (cont'd)

of the industrial and agricultural life of the Jewish State. The Convention also
expressed its admiration of the economic and spiritual reconstruction of Jewish
life rendered by ORT. Mr. Chaim Weintraub, Executive Secretary ¢f the ORT Ceuncil,
addressed the Convention on behalf of CRT.

An Interview with Dr. Syngalowski -= In an interview with representatives of the
newspapers Haboker and Hador in Tel Aviv, Dr, A. Syngalowski, Chairman, Executive
Committee, World ORT Union, outlined the ORT tasks in Israel as follows:

1. Vocational training for the thcusands of the new immigrants who were unable to
complete their vecational training before leaving for Israel or had no opportunity
as yet to receive such training. 2, Vocational training for adolescents who have
completed their primary education in Israel., 3, Creation of special vocational
training courses for war invalids and physically handicapped persons, according to
plans already used by ORT in Switzerland, Italy, Germany and Austria. L, Intreduc-
ing more efficient production methods in the factories in the Kibbuzim in order to
improve both quantity and quality of production. 5 Supplementary courses for ap-
prentices in private workshops. 6. Vecational training for women.

Dr. Syngalowski also stressed the difficulties to be nvercome in order to perform
these tasks, such as finding appropriate rremises for the.schcols; adjusting the
training courses to local needs; securing support for the pupils in training; and
finding a sufficient number of capable instructors. In conclusion, Dr. Syngalcwski
acknowledged the great interest and understanding for ORT's aims which he found on
the part of the Government as well as among the entire population in Israel.

ORT Contributes Machines to the Yeshiva "Torah and Melacha" - According to a report
published in the "Yiddishe Tseitung", Buenos Alires, of December 30, 1948, Dr.
Syngalowski visited the Yeshiva "Torah and Melacha" aof the Hapoel Mamisrachi in
Kfar-Abraham near Petach-Tikva, He was accompanied by Mr, Abraham Kestenbaum,
member oS the Vorld Central Office of Ifisrachi, Rabbis lMolomon and Piltz, who

head the Yeshiva, and school inspectors of the Israeli Government. After hearing

a report on the purpose of this institution, whose aim is to teach Jewish knowledge
together with handicraft, Dr. Syngalowski pledged to give the school the machinery
needed for the vocational training of its pupils, He stated that there are many
religious children in ORT training centers in the DP camps of Germany and expressed
his hope that they will be able %o continue i* in "Torah and Melacha'.

NEWWS FROM AMERICA

New York Office, World ORT Union - The third meeting of the ORT Negotiating Ccmmit—-

tee with the American Joint Distribution Committee concerning a continuation of the

ORT-JDC Agreement for 1949 took place on February 1l. Representing the American

ORT Federation were lMessrs. George Backer, Herzfeld, Hochman, Fertig and Sard. World
ORT Union was represented by Messrs. Lvovitch, Halpern and Walinsky,

FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES

Dr. Boris Surowich, ORT Union delegate, has spent the last few weeks at Calcutta,

India, where he has established an ORT Committee and raised 6,000 Rupies, an equiv-
alent of about $2,000, After thorough investigation of the needs for an CRT school
in Calcutta, as requested by the Jewish Association of that city, decisien on this
question was suspended. The possibility of granting scholarships to Jewish boys
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who would be admitted to government vocational schools was also considered. On
January 25, Dr. Surowich proceeded to Bembay, India.

6RT PUBLICITY

FRANCE - Bulletin D!Information, publication of the French CRT, in its December " -

" 19L8 issue, contains an arbicle by Senator Justin Gedart, former French Minister
and Honorary President of the French ORT, entitled "Vie et Travail" (Life and
Work) in which he states that "everything has broken down--empires, kingdoms,
governments, material values. @nly life has triumphed in spite of all massacres.
It is lifothrough work, which alone can create a h&ppier tomorrew..."

The Bulletin also includes articles on the Geneva Teachers'! Institute by Dr,.
Syngalowski; on the Montreuil ORT Scheool; on the work of ORT in North Africa; and
on the archives and the Jewish museum of ORT. In this latter article the estab-
lishment of a Jewish museum at the ORT headquarters in Paris is announced. Pic~
tures and reproductions of old synagogues in Poland, Lithuania and Roumania, as
well as a wealth of iconographic and bibliographic material collected by Mr. M.L.
Frenkiel form the integral part of this museum, It will be divided into four
sections, including architecture; sculpture; woodcarving and ceramics; murals,
mosaics, manuscripts and graphics; and handicrafts.

ORT IN THE NEUS &

AUSTRIA - Die Gemeinde, organ of the Jewish Community in Vienna, of January/February
1949, published a report on the ORT Meeting at Vienna of December 7, at which Mrs.
Alyse Laemmle, 'estern Expansion Chairman, Women's American ORT, addressed a large
group of Austrian women interested in CRT-tork. On this occasion, Mrs., Laemmle gave
a report of her trip through Hungary where she had visited ORT schools, as well
as of the work of the Women's American ORT. (See Bi-Weekly Summary Vol II, #36)

AIGERIA - Information, organ of the Jewish Committee for Social Studies in Algeria,
of February 1, 1949, included a two page supplement entitled "Social Rebirth &f
the Jews in Algeria" with an article on and pictures of the ORT Training Center
in Algiers. Cuts ur mats of the pictures are available for reprints.

SHANGHAI - Israel, a booklet published by the General Zionist Organization Shanghai
and dedicated to Chaim Veizman, first President of Israel, includes an article on . *
ORT in Shanghat by Mr. M. Rechenberg, Director, ORT Training Centers, Shanghai.

The writer states that since April 1941, when ORT Union delegate, Mr. Ch. Rozenbes,
initiated ORT training in Shanghai, more than 3,000 refugees have been trained by
Shanghai ORT in about 30 different trades. Most of these graduates will be in
Israel shortly, where their ORT training will contribute its share teward pro-—
ductivity and prosperity of the Jewish State of Israel.

CHEN'IN de 1'ORT

The community of Anieres near Ceneva has permitted the use of the name Chemin de
1'ORT (Ort Street) for the road which leads to the new Central ORT Institute for
Teachers in Training.
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Tebl®-I: Enrollment by Trade Clessificrtioa as of December 31, 1948
and Instructionzl Uanits

Enrollment by Trade Classificotion as of December 31, 1948 Instructional Units
COUNTRYX Needle Metal Elec~ Mechan'l Build- Agri- Mise. Total Iraining Courses
___trical Hand ing _  culture Deca31/48 Centers

Algeria - 96 56 48 - - - 20 1 3
brgenting - 45 19 - - - 36 100 2 8
.dustrig 425 6C 59 162 - - 144, 850 43 5 3
.Belgium 236 39 55 16 - 176 28 550 8 26
“Brazil - - 70 - - - - - 70 2 S
.Bolivia - - - - - - - - - -
. +Bulgaria 15¢ 270 17C 26¢ - - 150 1,000 2 4E
.Chile - 50 - - - - - 50 1 4
«Ching 58 - - 33 18 - 112 200 3 19
~Cuba 49 - - 5 4 - -~ - 8c 1l 6
.Czechoslovzekia 118 9 - 23 - - - 15C 2 1
England 13 24 16 - - 22 5 80 2 10
JFrance 768 283 430 240 - 336 288 2,400 28 6€
-Germany (Br. Zone) 269 50 Ld, 11¢ - - 77 556 9 42
Germany (U.S.Zore) 2,400 660 250 850 300 - 600 55000 59 440
Creece 40 20 - - - - - 60 - -
“Holland 147 - 4 95 - 7 97 350 9 27
Hungary 497 126 14 - - 7 56 700 3 8
. Jdtaly 338 45 3C 1¢5 30 112 90 750 17 5€
Meroseo 384 360 - 56 - - - 800 1 7
«Poland 782 136 170 272 - 102 238 1,7¢0 11 98
vRumania, L8 L1k 336 546 - 42 252 4y 200 6 75
-South Africa - - - - - - - - - o
«Switzerland 126 23 23 51 - - 7 230 7 15
“UsSe (Bramson ORT SchooE 90 - - - - - - 90 1 2
U.S.(CRT Trade School) -~ 22 21 32 - - - 75 1 4
+ Uruguay - 50 - - - — - 5€ 1 s
TOTAL 8,783 3,517 1,747 2,909 348 84 2,180 20,285 150 1,096
PER CEJT OF TOTAL 435 17% 9% 14% 2% 4% 11% 100% o -

In additios to 20,285 students on December 31, 1948, fully 11,715 were graduated and another 11,0‘1? received partial
more)
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training prior to their emigratien during the year,
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY

making a grand total of

43,075 trained by ORT during 1948, as shown in Table II. Enrollment as of
September 30, 1948 and estimates

December 31, 1948 is based on actual data as of

for the fourth quarter.

Table IIt World CRT Union Enrollment During 198 By Country

£
Pupil ‘Graduated  Partly Trained " Total
COUNTRY Enrollment v During . Before Trainees
Dec. 31, 1948 19,8 Emigration During

During 1948 1948

Algeris 200 10 20 230
‘Argentina 100 L0 20 160
Austria 850 1,000 200 2,750
Relgium 550 150 500 1,200
Prazil 70 30 15 115
Lolivia - 29 - 20
Lulgaria 1,000 . 650 LSe 2,100
~_hile 50 - 5 55
China 200 210 350 760
~Cuba 80 30 20 130
Czechoslevakiz 150 100 100 350
England 80 30 55 165
France 2,100 890 1,000 L, 290
Germany (U.S.Zone) 5,000 3,000 3,300 11,300
Germany (Brit.Zone) 550 750 700 2,000
Greece 60 - - 60
Holland 350 50 150 550
Hungary 700 . 1,150 1,00 2,250
Italy 750 700 1,600 3,050
Morocco 800 50 250 1,100
Poland 1,700 1,250 500 3,450
Rumania L, 200 300 300 L, 800
South Africa - 5 10 15
Switzerland 230 150 190 570
UsS. (Bramson Scheol) 90 1,000 120 1,210
U.S. (ORT School) 75 e 100 325
*Uruguay 50 - 20 70
TOTAL 20,285 11,715 11,075 43,075
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