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Breaking the Silence Barrier 
part of each day the students attend 
manual training classes under the di
rection of Mr. Sultan, who is himself 
deaf. Perhaps because they are dis
tracted by whatever sounds are around 
them, or perhaps because their afflic
tion teaches them an extraordinary 
patience from infancy, their handi
crafts ,reveaJ ,the artist's attention rto 

detail and an unusually developed 
appreciation of color and line. 

Casablanca. When the wide, 
wooden gate shuts behind you, clos
ing off the sounds of the narrow street 
that leads to the school, it takes a 
moment to adjust to the strange, 
almost eerie silence, which is broken 
from time to time only by the hollow 
thump of a drum, or the sudden clang 
of cymbals clashing together. 

No Laughter Here 

In this school you hear no children 
laughing or calling to one another, 
n o  gay shouts when they are at play
only loud rhythmic noises whose vi
brations can be sensed by the students. 
For this is the Institute for the Deaf 
at Casablanca, Morocco, sponsored by 
ORT. 

This year fifty children, ranging in 
ages from about two-and-a-half years 
to the teens, are enrolled in five 
classes. The little ones, in groups of 
five or six, are one by one taught pain
stakingly each movement of mouth, 
tongue and throat muscles required 
to produce various sounds. 

For hours the teacher moves from 
one to another holding a lighted 
candle which the child must learn to 
blow out. Placing one small hand 
on her own throat, the other in front 
of her mouth, the child will feel the 
muscles of her mouth move and the ex
pansion of her brea,th made in sound
ing the letters. Sometimes sooner, 
sometimes later, the miracle is ac
complished with each one. 

And so it is that a child who never 
before in his life uttered a sound, a 
child who was unable to communi
cate except wiith his hands and eyes, 
is at last able to speak-and to learn! 
Then his eyes shout of triumph, the 
shout which echoes from his soaring 
spirit. 

The 3 R's are Possible 

Since the children are deaf, they 
have never learned to speak. A:nd 
without speech they are doomed to 
lives of uselessness. But as soon as they 
have been taught to articulate they 
begin to read and write and to use 
language as a communication tool. 

At the second class level, word asso
ciation is introduced. Family house
hold activities, making a pot of mint 
tea, for instance, familiar, yet a key 

that unlocks a new world. Three 
glasses of water are tested; one cold, 
one tepid, one hot. As each is identi
fied the teacher places a card on which 
the word is written on the board. 
Then the mint is identified, and 
finally it is put in the pot and the 
hot water is added. 

Painfully and slowly, at first, later 
with increasing ease, each child reads 
aloud the sentences which the class 
has formulated to describe the process. 
Afterwards he will write about it. 
This is the way his elementary school
ing begins. 

Recently, the Director of the School, 
Mr. Jacob Sedoun, a graduate of the 

Examples of this are evident in 
their colorful and often humorous 
pictures, made by pasting tiny bits of 
bright paper in designs. 

Creative Expression 

Not only do these manual training 
classes offer an opportunity for crea
tive expression, they help also develop 

A lesson in breathing at the ORT School for Deaf Mute Children in Casablanca. 

ORT Teachers College in Switzer
land, who has taken courses on edu
cating deaf children, designed an in
dividually adjusted hearing aid which 
he has made for each child. Although 
most of the students are totally deaf, 
some have residual hearing and the 
proper hearing device enables them 
to distinguish certain sounds. Each 
classroom is wired so that the hearing 
aids pick up the voice of the teacher, 
without distraction by extraneous 
noises. The hearing aids help the stu
dents develop tonality and cadence 
in their speech to avoid the flat mono
tone characteristic of totally deaf 
people. 

In addition to their academic work, 

manual dexterity so that when they 
have finished their schooling, these 
youngsters can be trained for useful 
employment. 

Some who graduate are placed in 
various factories where their working 
conditions as well as their progress 
can be supervised via the ORT ap
prenticeship program. Others who 
have the ability, go on to the ORT 
high schools-Ain Seba for boys and 
Val d'Anfa for girls. 

Women's American ORT has con
sistently helped as part of its support 
to OR T's specialized schools for edu
cating and •training the handicapped 
through their Student Health Project. 
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