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CHISINAU, October 8th, 1939
"OROTD®N

Chisinau, str. Rey. Ferdinand, 53-a

American oRrT rFederation
NEW-YOREK

Dear mriend nlock:

Your letter of August 3lst received and thank you for your
warm attitude toward us and for the evaluation given to our ORT work
In Roumania.

Within the realms of possibilities, we wish to continue our
reconstructive help amongst the broad Jewlish masses and to Increase
skilled training amongst them. Thanks to the support from our main
office we have succeeded in a great measure in this respect, but
much remains to be achieved with regard to trade education, both a-
mongst school children and amongst adult declassed elements.

In answer to your inguiry of July 19th with reference to

Our ORT work in Bessarabla, we wish to inform you as follows:
In Bessarabia there are six QRT schools, as well as trade
courses for adults. These schools and courses exist in
five cities; namely:

Kishinev. 1In Kishinev there is a locksmithing school for
boys, where more than a hundred are at present enrolled,
learning locksmithing and wood-carving along with the ac-
°°mpanying general courses prescribed by the program for
the 7th grade public school,

The locksmithing division is equipped with 7 large
workshOPS and lathes, wm= as well as with other necessary
madhinery and tools, The wood-carving department has 3
latheS, a drilling machine, etc.

n'
=S=rls' School for women's Tailoring and White Goods:
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This school is known in Kishinev as "The Second Professional
School for airls®. For the past 20 years there has been in
existence 3 trade classes for women's talloring, while goods
and applique making for childrents clothes; and a fourth
class especlally devoted to the perfecting of these particu-
lar trades. Every year 30-35 girls receive a certificate of
completion of thelr trade. 1In general, approximately 180
puplls attend this school yearly. |

Bvening courses for adultsy; In Kishinev there are even=

ing courses for the following trades:; cutting and designing,
corsetry, radio mechanics, typewriter, sewing machine and add-
ing machine renovation. The enrollment for the current year

is practically completed.

migina. Since 1923 a locksmith-mechanic school, with a nickel-
works division has existed, There are three classes with 66
pupils. After the three years course, the student remains in
school for an additional year to take a finishing course.

Evening courses: Courses for electro~technigue, wood-

carving and perfection courses for tallors are offered.

Aurieve Aurlev has a boys! school with two divisions, one for
carpentry and one for electro-technique. In both departments

the course requires three years and an additional year for the
finishing course.

Bvening courss: Evening schools for adults in Auriev

are given in electro=-techmique, corsetry and white goods.

Beltze. There is a girls! school for woment's talloring which
has three classes. 69 students attend. They are now trying

to secure funds so as %o open a locksmithing school for boys,
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Evening Courses are offsred in water works and other

courses for radlo-technique are under consideration.

Rezina: There 1ls a glrlst school for women's talloring with
a new divislon for white goods., 47 students are enrolled in
three classes. The 4th year 1s devoted to perfecting the
trades,

In Chetatea-Alba (Akerman) thers are evening courses for
woments talloring and vplans are under way to establish other

courses in that district.
Bulldings

The above mentioned schools, with the exception of those in
Tigina, are houssd in own bulldings, the purchases of which
were mads possible thanks to the assistance received from our
main office. Three of them, those in Aurievey Kishinev and
Rezlina, were renovated this year and adapted to the specilal

school needs,

Other work

This year the CORT in Bessarabla was forced to conduct an en=
tirely different btype of work -- to help the Jewlsh skilled
workers establish thelir legal position. We conducted a large
statistlcal study and ars now at the most lmportant part, to
distribute material aid to the poorest workers in order that
they be able to carry through all formelities requested of them.
It 1s regrettable that our transactions with the main office,
beceause of the latest events, became less intense and we do

not know to what extent it will be able to assist in this very

important situation.
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Another thing. Slnce we have no possibility of lnersasing
the number of our trade schools, because this would run into o
tremendous amount of money, we at least wanted to increase the
number of pupils in each of the already existing ORT schools. TWe
have worked out a definlte plan to attract the children of the
surrounding clties and towns to the ORT schools. There are 8 great
number of these potential students, but they are all children of
poor parents, who cannot cover the student's expenses or support
him away from home. In order to glve these children the cpporitu-
nity to be able to attend, we decided to open dormitories and
canteens in connection with our schools. We bore in mind the

adoption monies, which are received by some of the needy students.

3

he plan was completely formulated, but unfortunately, due to re-
cent events and the cessation of adoptinn monies, it could not
materialize,

e are very concerned about this matter; and too, the fact
that our teachers and administrative personnel are very meagerly
rewarded for their difficult and devoted work.

We hope that our friends will not desert us and support us
in our work. We, on our part, will, under all conditions, con-
tinue to stand by our schools and carry on thelr useful activitiss.
To you, Friend Block, and to all our ORT friends in Ameries

we send our warmest greetings.,

B ESSARABIA ORT COMMITTEE
Chalrman



