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HARVEST CALAMITY IN BESSARABIA.

Bessarabia seems to be almost the only place in East-Europe
where by the carrying out of an agrarian refcrm the interests of
the Jewish pOpulafion have been taken intoc consideration. In the
year 1922, during the universal distributicn of land, that part
of the Bessarabian Jewish population which was in whaterer way
connected with agriculture had the possibility to receive some
portions of land, although very small ones.

Already years and years agc a considerable part of the Jewish
population in Bessarabia began tc show great interest for the
cultivation of the ground; the Jews were attracted by the thorcw-
ghly agricultural properties of their country and, consequently,
by the exceedingly favourable conditions of labour. In 1830 there
were founded nine cclcnies; and towards the end of the post century
there lived in theme colconieg over five thousand agricultors -
Jews. In spite of the prohibition, which forbade tenanecy tc Jews,
forming spread about not onlg in the form of big capitalistic entenr
prisings, but alsc in the form of modest labour - undertakings.

About 1840 the Bessarabian Jews began to be interested in the
cultivaticn of wine. Although towards the end of the century the
vines in Bessarabia ha® suffered a great deal from a vine - disease
e8lled Phylloxera, nevertheless with the beginning of the new
century the cultisation of vine was restored anew and, thanks tc
credit and tc help, the Jewish vine-dressers had the possibility
to restore it in a2 far better and more cultivated state. About the
same time a great gquantity of fruit - trees were planted and cr-
charding began,

A great importance for the econcmicel 1life of the Bessara-

bian Jews ha$ the cultivation of tobaccc, which is developing fast



since 1860 and which has become now — a — days the great speciali-
ty of the Jewish population in Bessarabla.

Before the war about 3000 Jewish familiesg scattered in small
towns and villages of Begsarabia were toiling hard cn tobacco -
plantations. It would be scarcely possible to find another place
in the east of Europe with a Jewish population so fastly tied to
the rural economy of the country.

The Waqhas done a great harm to the Jewish agriculture. The
¥ineyards and orchards belonging to Jews were neglected. The
unsuccessful measures of the Roumanian government concerning the
monopoly of tobaece brought the tobacce-cultivation to ruin. But
a8 socn as peace had begun tc reigl over their country the Jews
once more turned to agriculture, esfecially as there was no more
traffic in Bessarabia, the trade - which had been carried on by
the Jews - belng badly endamage& by the detachment of Bessarabia
from Russia.

The Roumanian Government paid due attention to sueh a tenden-
ey of the Jews. The Jewish colonies, poor with land, got the pos-—
sibility to extend their estates; many Jews, who formerly used to
live in the country taking land on lease received portions of land;
and porticns of land were 2iven also to some inhabitants of small
towns. Some families zot six hectares of 1land, some - three; many
received only small porticns of land: % - 14 hectares for vine-
yards.

The results of the agrarian reform for the Jewish population
are so far not guite clear. It is supposed that 7000 Jewish fami-
lies have reeeiﬁed about 30000 hectarss of land in additicn to the
small guantity of land, which they formerly owned. But in reality

the Jewish agriculturel populaticn in Bessarabia is much more




numerous, as many Jews are still fTaking in lease large sections of
land. Thevefore it would be fairer to suppose that about 10,000
Jewish families in Bessarabia are at present cultivating about 350000
hectares of land.

To take possession of such a vast space of land without having
the necessary inventory and being in a great need of agronomical
help was a problem very difficult tc resolve,?ORT» immediately under-
stood the importance of supporting the development of such a strong
agriculturel Jewish centre. From the year 1921 »0RT» get at work in
crder to help the Jewish agricultural population in Bessarabia.

Few years have passed since the Jews had received their por-
tions of land; this space of time is a toc ghort cne and the Jewish
farming could not get very strong. Besides that the harvests of 1923 .
and 1924 were below the average.

Unfortunately in 1925 Besgsarabia met with quite. Unexpected
misfortumest a snowless winter gave place to a drying spring. The
early spring - corm went to ruin; the winter - corm will give 135 - 20
poods. The turmsoles which the Jews are growing in great gquantities
can give a very insignificant harvest. The tobacco plants are far
from thriving and the vintage will be much under the usual average.
The pastures are burunt out and the cattle has nocthing tc faed upcn.,
The price of bread in Bessarabia is already three times higher than
it used to be and the corn has to be imported from America. In the
meantime the prices for the cattle which is intensively sold by the
peasants are falling with great rapidity.

In order to characterize the state of things we enclose ex-
tracts from the report of our agronomist in Bessarabisa, MP.Fichhendlef
concerning an important Jewish colony »Alexandreny». In this colony

there live 320 Jewish families. Formerly they had a very small guan=




tity of land, but now they have received about 1839 hectares and are
tenants of one thousand hectares more.

The state of this colcony is the same as of many cther settlement
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in Bessarabia. Hopingthat some other Jewish crganisaticns will take m®
upon themselves a part of the help to the inhabitants of Bessarabia
»ORT» thi#nks it his duty to succour the inhabitants of the districts
in which during the last years this organisation had carried on a hard
work of cultivation.

Approximatively »ORT» will have to sow about 2300 hectarescof
land. Calculating each hectare — by the very high price of seed-corn -
with 4 Dcllars »ORT» will need 2500 times 4 Dclars = 10.000 Dollars.

Besides $ka%t nearly 500 families — 2300 Bersons - must be helped
with focd. Calecuwlating thempe expenses with 5 Dollars for each person
»0RT» needs a sum of 12,500 Dgllars.

There is also a great need of forage for horses and cattle.

Tit.s the following amcunt of money is needed:

The sowing of 2500 hectares & 4 Dollars — 10.000 Dollars

Food for 2500 persons 4 5 n ~ 12,500 »

Forage for horses and cattle 7 .000 ”
Total 29,500 Dollars.

If »ORT» would sugcegdin raising such a sum for this spegial
purpose it is sure to be quite able to suppert in an essential way
the weakest elements of the Jewish agricultural population in Bessa-
rabia and to help them to overcome the hard time without ruining to
the end their farming in which all their hopes for the future are
coencentrated . But to leave this population withocut any help means
not only the ruin of a farming so rich in prospects but also the ruin

of the population itself in the places which have suffered the most.
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