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Introduction  
    
This book presents reminiscences in honour of the ORT Central Institute, 
which was created in Anières in 1947 and closed its doors for the last time 
in 1997. 
That school, at the edge of Geneva, embraced as its foremost objective 
the training of Jewish teachers and organizers from all over the world 
who, after graduation, would be called upon to serve as instructors and 
core personnel in the international ORT network. 
The way of life at the Institute, the students1, their backgrounds, their 
daily routine, their hopes, the successive training courses, the teachers, 
the methods, an entire period of time will be evoked here. 
Then onward to the course of their professional lives, both varied and 
numerous, their contributions in Geneva and elsewhere — in short, what 
they grew up to be. 
To say everything, to recount everything, even to mention everything 
would seem an impossible task considering what rich years of schooling 
those were.  
No, we could obviously never touch on all the individuals who belong 
to that history, much less record the innumerable and sometimes 
weighty moments lived by those who spent time at the Institute. 
Unfortunately, the ORT Central Institute in Anières left no official 
documentation of its fifty years of activity. It was thus necessary to 
consult the personal memories of all the graduates, many of whom had 
scattered and built their lives in far corners of the world.  
Meanwhile, time passes and the earliest of the students have disappeared 
or are heavy with years. Some have passed eighty... All those whom I 
asked told me their share of memories, often poignant ones. To every one 
of them, my sincere thanks.2 

 
1 For the most part, they were brilliant students from modest homes. 
2 We particularly thank Benjamin Ittah, Freddy Sarfaty, Nathan Efrati, Henri Lévy, Louis 
Dreifuss, Maurice Cohen-Zagouri, Claude Sabbah, and Jacob Chettrit for the information 
and recollections they provided, as well as Maurice Aboudaram who inspired me to write 
several items.  
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For those trailblazers, as a salute; and also for those who followed during 
the sixties, seventies, eighties, and nineties; for all those who have 
preserved the memory of Anières; for those who throughout their lives 
have remained touched by the grandeur, the depth, and the originality 
of the studies there, as well as for all those who have no inkling of it all, 
here is a book, a product of memory, lest it ever be forgotten that the ORT 
Central Institute in Anières was an incubator of professional training and 
technical achievement! 
Not only was this, for many of us, the place that opened our eyes to a 
new world. It was even, beyond a doubt, one of the finest 
accomplishments of ORT. 
High tribute must be paid here to the Geneva authorities3 who, for half a 
century, facilitated the entry and residency of the students, welcoming 
them in Switzerland with unfailing good will. Very often, they 
participated in the events organized officially by the school’s 
administration and in those organized by the students. 
But before going into this impressive story, it is worth leafing through 
the history of ORT4, which is unique in its field worldwide. 
The Institute’s story includes a miraculous resurgence in 2013, thanks to 
a history-making new initiative: the creation of the ORT Anières school 
in Israel inspired by the programmes and the spirit of Anières–Geneva. 
The school’s official name is Anières Elite Academy. 
It emerged from an intensive and generous collaboration between World 
ORT’s Director General Robert Singer and an Anières graduate from the 
1970s, Marc Hamon. 
Marc is the guiding spirit of this institution, which was founded in 2013 
and will train, in the course of 17 years, more than 450 holders of the 
prestigious engineering diploma from the Technion in Haifa.  
 

 
3 The authorities of the canton and city of Geneva regularly attended the annual prize 
ceremony and the dances and performances that the Institute’s students organized. 
4 ORT: Organization for Rehabilitation through Training. 
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ORT around the world (1881–2020) 
“Give a man a fish, and he can eat for a day. Teach him to fish, and he 
can feed himself for the rest of his life”. 
That proverb was carved in the Institute’s entrance hall, and it certainly 
expresses what inspired the founders of ORT from the very start. 
The organization was established in Saint Petersburg by Russian Jewish 
financiers and intellectuals in the days of Czar Alexander II. 5 

From 1881 to 1906, ORT raised more than a million roubles and provided 
vocational training for 25,000 Jews in 350 cities and villages of the 
Russian empire. In 1905, the Russian government granted ORT official 
recognition. 
ORT undertook urgent growth in order to help in the Jewish 
communities that were suffering from pogroms, famine, and the Russian 
Civil War. 
Until 1920, ORT’s activities were modest and were limited to Russia. In 
particular, ORT helped Jews to leave the areas where their lack of 
professional qualifications had confined them. It did so by helping them 
train to be tailors, shoemakers, or upholsterers, and by giving aid to the 
needy among them. ORT also encouraged the intellectual awakening of 
Russian Jewry as it developed literature in Yiddish, Hebrew, and Russian 
that gave birth to a Jewish national consciousness with the help of the 
spirit of enlightenment... 
ORT then turned its attention to the orphans and homeless Jews, offering 
them shelter and education. Its activities were consistent with the new 
regime’s desire to infuse “normality” into Jewish life. Although the Jews 
were no longer kept apart, they were not being afforded recognition as a 
community and they needed to find their place in the economy. By 
guiding Jews into employment, with the help of funds raised overseas, 
ORT became more than a charity. It was above all a social force, active in 
the Yiddish-speaking areas formerly ruled by Russia — in Poland, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Bessarabia, Romania — and in Western Europe as 

 
5 Known also as the Czar of the Jews and serfs (whom he freed), Alexander II was 
assassinated shortly afterward. Saint Petersburg, Russia, was also the birthplace, in 1912, 
of the Children’s Aid Society — the international organization that has done, and 
continues doing, so much for disadvantaged children. 
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well. It helped many Jews to take up agriculture in Bessarabia, Poland, 
and the Soviet Union. ORT gave training in industrial techniques to 
many young people and craftsmen, and to all those whose accustomed 
work was eliminated in the communist economy. To that end, between 
1920 and 1928, ORT created purchasing centres for industrial and 
agricultural equipment. 
Between 1936 and 1938, Stalinist purges began; they targeted 
intellectuals and Jews in particular. In 1938 the curtain came down as 
Stalin, instead of renewing the arrangement with ORT, disbanded it in 
the Soviet Union. 
 

 
ORT’s first agricultural school, in Saint Petersburg 

 

But already in 1919 the ORT Committee had sent two of its Directors, 
Léon Bramson and David Lvovitch, to Western Europe in search of 
assistance. Among their destinations was Paris, where in 1921 ORT 
France was founded. The same period saw the founding of ORT England 
and ORT Germany. 
Also in 1921, the World ORT Union was founded at a congress in Berlin, 
and headquarters were established there. Thanks to the efforts of Léon 
Bramson and Aaron Syngalowski (Secretary General of the World ORT 
Union), ORT America was founded in 1922. 
With the Nazis assuming power in Germany, World ORT Union 
headquarters moved to Paris in 1933. Jews fled from Germany, and ORT 
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established professional retraining courses to help the refugees find 
work. As war approached, ORT France was running three training 
centres (in Paris, Montmorency, and Chelles). Women were trained in 
the fashion trades (creating designs, tailoring, hosiery and accessories), 
and men were trained in radio-electronics, mechanics, and film. They 
were also trained in agriculture. In 1937, the ORT Parliamentary 
Friendship Group was founded — l’Association des Parlementaires Amis de 
l’ORT — with Paul Painlevé and Édouard Herriot. 
During the war ORT set up training centres in the Kovno and Warsaw 
ghettos, taking in those who fled from the Nazi invasion or who had 
survived it. The movement had offices on Rue Carnot in Vichy for a time, 
from 1939 until January 1940. It then returned to Paris, shifted once more 
to Vichy in June (before the Vichy government took office), relocated in 
November 1940 to Marseille (where Léon Bramson died in 1941), and 
afterward moved to Voiron. 
 

 
ORT was active in the Warsaw Ghetto (1941) 

 

In addition, ORT was present and active at some European internment 
camps in France and elsewhere in Europe (Warsaw, Brens, Rivesaltes, 
Gurs, Recebedou, and Septfonds). 
In 1943, with collaboration and deportations in force, Aaron Syngalowski 
was obliged to transfer World ORT Union headquarters to Geneva. In 
1945, ORT was on the spot in the DP camps to give instruction in skilled 
labour. 
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An ORT carpentry school in Bex, Switzerland 

 

ORT centres took root around the world — including Israel, where the 
first schools opened in 1949.  
In 1949 the ORT Central Institute — a project of Aaron Syngalowski — 
opened its doors in Anières, near Geneva, to train instructors who were 
selected to teach in the ORT schools worldwide. 
ORT was very active in Arab and Muslim countries: in Algeria, Tunisia, 
and Morocco as well as in Iran (until 1980). 
 

 
The carpentry shop at Ain-Sebaa6 in Casablanca 

 

 
6 A large vocational boarding school which, since 1950, has trained thousands of young 
people in many trades. 
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Home economics at ORT Iran (1950–1960) 

 

In 1980, after many discussions, the organization moved its headquarters 
from Geneva to London. 
In 1990, after 52 years away (Stalin having dissolved the organization in 
1938), ORT re-emerged in Russia — at its birthplace, Saint Petersburg! 
 

 
Opening ceremony for an ORT school in Moscow, 1995 

 

Now, in 2021, ORT has marked its 140th anniversary and is operating in 
more than 30 countries on 5 continents. It resolutely pursues its 
educational mission in the same spirit that inspired its founders. Each 
year, 300,000 students receive a complete education at ORT schools and 
thus, now as before, they acquire a solid foundation of training that 
provides them with the best conditions for ensuring their future. 
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The birth of the ORT Central Institute at Anières 
A declaration from the 1946 Word ORT Conference in Paris: 
“The Conference commends and approves the project envisioned by Aaron 
Syngalowski, of founding a Central Institute in Switzerland which will train 
instructors for the vocational schools and train senior administrative personnel. 
The Conference tasks the Executive Committee with undertaking all the 
measures necessary for completing this project without delay”. 
In 1947, Syngalowski7 carried out his vision and at Anières, in the 
carefree Geneva countryside, he founded an Institute for training 
teachers, technical instructors and key personnel. 
 

 
Dr Aaron Syngalowski, the visionary 

 

Today the teaching at ORT, faithful to its origins and open to all 
communities, incorporates the latest technologies of industry and of 
post-secondary education. 
From the young electrician who receives a license to the student who 
earns a diploma from a school of engineering, the students at ORT vary 
in their vocational paths. 
The principle remains the same: To bring each student to his or her peak 
level and offer them the best opportunities for finding their place 

 
7 Aaron Syngalowski was born in Minsk in 1889. An extraordinary personality, he was 
both a great visionary and the principal architect of the worldwide ORT network. He died 
in 1956 in Geneva. 
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academically, socially and professionally. It must be remembered that 
ORT is present today on every continent. 
In North America: USA and Canada. 
In Latin America: Argentina (more than 11000 students), Brazil, Chile, 
Mexico (more than 100 students), Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
and... Cuba. 
Many ORT schools are training students in Australia, South Africa, and 
India as well. 
In Europe: France (more than 4,000 students and 500 employees in 
7 cities), England, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Greece, Italy, 
Spain, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Russia, Ukraine, Moldova, 
Lithuania and Latvia, Belarus and Kirghizstan. (ORT is operating 50 
schools, with 30,000 students, in the former Soviet Union.) 
In Israel, there are more than 100 schools training nearly 100,000 
students. 
ORT has thus grown to be the world’s largest private network of 
vocational schools. The excellence of its leading-edge pedagogical 
methods, in theory and practice, is unanimously recognized everywhere. 
In 2013, Marc Hamon8 and Robert Singer9 created Anières Elite 
Academy, a school in Israel with the 17-year goal (target date 2030) of 
graduating 450 engineers from the prestigious Technion (Israel Institute 
of Technology) 10 in Haifa. Altogether, ORT is operating today in more 
than 30 countries, with 300,000 students and more than 26,000 
employees. It has a place as a non-governmental organization in the 
Council of Europe, in UNESCO, and at the UN in Geneva. But we will 
return now to the remarkable history of the Institute. 

 
8 Marc Hamon, a graduate of the ORT Institute at Anières from the 1970s.  
9 Robert Singer, at the time Director General of World ORT, in London. 
10 The Technion is considered one of the world’s most prestigious schools for 
engineering. It has an enrolment of more than 14,000, and three Nobel Prizes for 
chemistry have gone to four of its Professors. 
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The ORT Central Institute in Anières11, at the outset  
 

  

The Institute in 1949 

To train the trainers. To instruct the instructors. That was the inspiration 
that shone and germinated in the minds of the founders, in the wake of 
World War II. Following the death of Aaron Syngalowski, two men 
would serve as pillars of the ORT World Union: Max Braude, who was 
Director General of that institution from 1957 to 1980; and Vladimir 
Halpérin, who was Director of the massive organization for more than 
30 years. They both were devoted and tireless, and they both contributed 
to the global fame of ORT. Below, we recall who Max Braude and 
Vladimir Halpérin were, and who were the most important Directors of 
the ORT Central Institute in Anières over the years. 

 
11 This building, constructed in 1880, originally served as a home for the aged!  
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Max Braude 

 
 
Max Braude12 joined World ORT in Geneva in 1951. Charismatic, 
innovative and eloquent, Braude was appointed President and Director 
General after Syngalowski died in 1957. The organization’s reputation 
today owes much to his achievements. His top priority was the methods 
of teaching and learning, and under his leadership ORT assumed a 
position in the forefront of vocational education. During his tenure, he 
initiated and nurtured the Department of Technical Assistance, an 
important new undertaking for the organization. It was later renamed 
the Department of International Cooperation. The Latin American 
branches of ORT prospered and grew under Braude’s leadership, as did 
ORT India and ORT Ethiopia. 
Another of his important contributions was the enlistment of support for 
ORT from Jewish communities around the world and from national 
governments that sought to improve conditions for disadvantaged 
people after World War II. 
When he retired to Israel in 1980, Braude was succeeded by Joseph 
Harmatz, who had worked in close collaboration with Braude for many 
years as Director General of ORT Israel. Max Braude passed away in 
1982. World ORT saluted his exceptional contribution by giving its 
international academic college of engineering in the Galilee the name 
ORT Braude in his honour. 

 
12 A veteran liberal Orthodox rabbi and former American army chaplain. He was 
present at the liberation of the concentration camps at the end of World War II.  
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Vladimir Halpérin 
 

 
 
Vladimir Halpérin was born in Wiesbaden in 1921.  
From childhood he heard people speaking of his famous great-
grandfather Baron Horace de Gunzburg, a major philanthropist and, in 
1880, one of the founders of ORT. 
Dr Aaron Syngalowski met the young Vladimir Halpérin, was 
captivated, and recruited him. When the war ended Halpérin was named 
Secretary General of the World ORT Union. Some years later he was 
named Director of the World ORT Union. 
He was tall, elegant, and courteous, and a brilliant orator with a perfect 
command of many languages, including Hebrew, Yiddish, Russian, 
German, English, Spanish and Italian. His meetings at the Jewish Centre 
(la Maison Juive), where sometimes he was impressively accompanied by 
his no less noted brother Jean, are still remembered by all. He 
passionately involved himself in all aspects of ORT’s activity, serving for 
37 years. Vladimir Halpérin was a historian, and his essay “Lord Milner 
and the Empire: The Evolution of British Imperialism” was published 
very successfully in England. In 1957, he travelled to Poland and there he 
launched a massive new programme of vocational training. 
Together with Dr Syngalowski, he created the Institute at Anières. He 
was the tireless framer of the Jewish pedagogical and cultural training 
for the instructors produced by the Institute. He knew each of the 
students and he took an interest in their future careers at the ORT 
schools. It was largely at his prompting that Daniel Mayer, and then 
Pierre Dreyfus, assumed their long terms as Presidents of ORT France. 
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And thus the ORT Institute was established13 in 1947 at Anières, in the 
verdant Geneva countryside. 
 

 
Vladimir Halpérin (right) with Golda Meir  

and Aaron Syngalowski at Anières 

 
13 Courses for future instructors actually began being held in 1949. 
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Alexandre Magat 
 

 
Alexandre Magat being honoured14 by  

the Anières Alumni Association in 1993 

A great resistance figure and a great Zionist. He was equally at home in 
Yiddish, Polish, German, French and Russian. An expert in the field of 
training, he became Director of the Institute in 1960 and served in that 
position for many years. Alexandre Magat15 was quick-witted, frank, 
practical, caring, entrepreneurial and enterprising. He was a close 
comrade of Max Braude and Vladimir Halpérin. Secular but deeply 
Jewish, he ardently supported the values of the Jewish resistance in the 
Warsaw Ghetto. He participated in the establishment of language labs 
for students unversed in French. Alexandre Magat brought energetic 
progress to the Institute’s cooperation with the Technicum of Geneva 
where, in those years of the 1960s, Louis Huguenin was the Director. In 
1970 Magat was tasked with overseeing the development of ORT 
Argentina and he strengthened the ties between ORT and Latin America. 

 
14 The event, Sephardic-themed and graced by a Judeo-Andalusian orchestra, took place 
at the Jewish Centre (la Maison Juive) on Rue Saint Léger. 
15 Alexandre Magat was born in 1915 in Vilna, Lithuania. In 1942 he miraculously 
managed to escape from a train that was carrying captives to Auschwitz. He died in 
Geneva in 2009. 
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Joël Szajn 

 
Joël Szajn with some of his beloved students 

at the Anières alumni gala16 in 1990 

Joël Szajn17 was one of the Institute’s very first students after World War 
II. He served initially, in 1959–69, as Director of ORT Tunis, and then as 
Director of the ORT Central Institute at Anières from 1970 until its 
closure. The training of innumerable students bore the stamp of his 
exceptional leadership, deep humanity, inborn generosity and skill in 
teaching. Students who knew him considered him a peerless teacher with 
a frank and very personal manner. His powerful personality survives in 
the memory of all those who knew him. One of his former students18 
recounts: “Mr. Szajn taught us to be rigorous, punctual and persistent. He told 
us about the many events that led up to the ORT school in Anières. In my 
memory he has persisted as a flinty man, devoted and charismatic, and... a 
relentless smoker. As a graduate of the Institute I owe a great deal to him!” 

 
16 That memorable event, reuniting more than 200 alumni from the four corners of the 
world, was organized by the alumni association which Michel Malka headed at the time. 
17 Joël Szajn was born in 1929 in Chelm, Poland. He was a survivor of the dreadful Nazi 
camps. He died in Geneva in 2008.  
18 Raphaël Cohen (Class of 1963), who lives in the USA. 
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The ORT building at Anières 
 

 
The ORT Central Institute at Anières in the Geneva countryside 

 

This large building, from 1949 — after a few modifications — was able to 
accommodate up to 125 students on two storeys. 
The campus — with its spacious classrooms, its various workshops and 
labs, its comfortable library, its synagogue, its auditorium, its dining hall, 
its modern kitchens, its laundry, its TV room, its large football pitch and 
its many dormitory rooms — would prove ideal for housing students 
and for teaching them both theory and practice. 
The staff there consisted of management and administration, workers in 
provisions and lodgings, drivers, a gardener, cooks and launderers, 
workshop supervisors and teachers. The entire staff, together with the 
Institute’s Board of Directors, had the same objective in mind: To provide 
good study conditions, help the students’ cultural development, and 
make their stay as pleasant as possible. From the very start, that objective 
was attained in full. Later, it would serve as a model for the establishment 
of Anières Elite Academy19 in Israel.  

 
19 Anières Elite Academy, inspired by the spirit and the curriculum of the ORT Institute 
at Anières, was established in 2013 at Nahalal, near Haifa. 
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The frescoes in the Institute’s foyer 
 

Imposing frescoes decorated the upper wall of the Institute’s main 
entrance hall. They presented a powerful sight. Allegorical and 
reminiscent of scenes by Raphael, the images carred many stirring 
messages. First, there are the hardships experienced by the students and 
by all humankind. One can see the very first students depicted. Next, a 
succession of images illustrates various crafts and occupations. Sitting in 
comfortable armchairs and raising their faces to admire those murals, 
students could enjoy relaxation and escapism in the same moment. 
 

  
The foyer of the Institute 

On the floor, the excellent mosaic in the form of a gearwheel portrays the 
various industrial trades.  

Note the wall frescoes at the back. 
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Solidarity – Universalism – Mutual Aid 
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Culture and Livelihood 
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Basic occupations: Smithing, farming, weaving 
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The goal of instructor training at Anières  
The obvious goal was to remedy the lack of teachers20 in Israel − which 
was then a young country recognized by the UN in 1948 − as well as in 
the ORT schools around the world. 
 

 
Teaching mechanical drawing at Anières in 1950  

 

In an ORT report 21 dating from 1948, this passage presents the situation:  
“Today, as a consequence of the extermination of Jews in eastern Europe, the 
reservoir constituted by the Jewish artisan class no longer exists. Of the very 
large technical staff employed by ORT before the war, only a small number is 
still alive. Jewish instructors of even average ability are no longer to be found in 
many of the occupations and trades...  
“The training lasts two years. It includes theoretical and practical courses. The 
trainees in instruction also receive pedagogical training to round out their 
preparation. 
“The language of instruction is French. The students receive books. They are 
housed, and they receive a form of stipend. At the end of their studies, they are 
certified as instructors. In the first year, 85 students from all over the world, 

 
20 World War II had not spared the teachers, pedagogues, and administrators — neither 
on the front nor at the Nazis’ extermination camps. 
21 Report on the ORT Activities, March 1 – June 30, 1948. Submitted to the meeting of 
the Central Board of the World ORT Union, Paris, July 11th -13th 1948. 
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aged 18 to 21, were each admitted to one of four study tracks: mechanics, 
electricity, locksmithing, and carpentry. Most of the students were high school 
graduates”. 
All on scholarship, they were classified by the Swiss authorities22 as 
university students from abroad. 
 
The first young arrivals, between 1949 and 1955  
The first young arrivals came mainly from Eastern Europe (including 
some survivors23 of the Nazis’ camps), from Israel, from France, and from 
North Africa. 
 
 
 

 
Isaac Friedberg’s student ID, 1949 

 

 
22 The Swiss authorities proved very cooperative. They welcomed all the students kindly, 
and they often participated at prize ceremonies upon year’s end at the Institute. 
23 One notable survivor was Joël Szajn, who was later the Director of ORT Tunis and 
then Director of the ORT Central Institute at Anières.  
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Isaac Friedberg (centre) with friends 

on the way to the Institute 
 
 

 
Arrivals of 1950 

Centre, standing: Aaron Syngalowski and his wife 
Far right, top: Vladimir Halpérin 

Centre, seated: Moty Sapir; 
and right of him Arjeh Kurzweil, from Denmark 
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In front of the Institute’s main building, 1952 
  

 
In front of the Institute’s main building, 1954 
Centre, standing: Meir Moatti and Acher Zari 
Right, seated and wearing necktie: Max Poney 
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The 1954 class of instructors 

 

 
Teachers and students at the main hall, 195624  

 

 
24 In 1956, summer brought grief to the students at Anières. One of them, 20-year-old 
Simon Benitah, was hit from behind by a car as he was casually bicycling on the road to 
the Institute. That calamity remained etched in everyone’s memory. 
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Avraham Bar-Shai25 (Ben-Attia), a Tunisian-born alumnus of Anières 
who arrived there in 1954 and received his diploma as an instructor in 
1957, recalls: 

“The Institute was a boarding school ‘deluxe.’ The students received food, 
lodgings, laundry. Two young Italian women, Romilda and Graziella, managed 
the housekeeping at the Institute and the dormitories. Besides the teaching staff 
and administrators, there were people handling the other work and you could 
say that the staff outnumbered the students. During my years at the Institute, 
there were no more than 65 students. In each class there were ten or so”. 

 
Avraham Bar-Shai in 1956, surrounded by his comrades at a festive evening 

 
25 After graduation from the Institute Avraham Bar-Shai excelled in his engineering 
studies at the Technion in Haifa. He then held important positions in American and Israeli 
industry. Later, while still working, he became a well-known specialist in ancient 
mosaics. He also authored a memoir of his three years at Anières. 
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The workshops for trainees 
 

        
The smithy, 1952 

 
 
 

 
Instructors at the electric workshop, 1953 
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The machine shop, 1955 

 

 
The workshop for precision machines in 1958 

 

 
The electrical workshop in 1958 
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After receiving their training the young instructors took their turn in the 
service of ORT26. Some excelled at teaching in North Africa27 and in many 
other countries; others went on to higher learning28 or prospered from 
their skills and initiative before — in many cases — returning to the 
framework of World ORT. 29 
The study programme was an enormous success, and year after year the 
Institute welcomed new trainees in the art of teaching. The training effort 
matured and expanded, and more workshops were set up. 
 

 
 

Instructors of the Class of 1957, at the front of the Institute’s main building 
 

 
26 Simon Feldman, born in Poland (1930), deserves special mention. He taught first at 
ORT Algeria, then served in the 1960s as Director for the ORT project in Guinea and 
became Director of ORT Technical Assistance in 1979. 
27 It would be impossible to mention them all, but these are several: Vittorio Pavoncello, 
from Rome, who enthusiastically taught electronics to generations of students at ORT 
Morocco; Benjamin Ittah, who taught design and mechanics at ORT Morocco before 
embarking on a brilliant career in research at the Battelle Institute in Geneva; and Roland 
Ganem, who was a teacher and then an administrator at ORT Rome. 
28 Zvi Rosenlud, a true genius in mathematics, was such a student. 
29 Jean Kazes established a prestigious clockmaking shop in Carouge, near Geneva, and 
is still producing unique creations there. 
No less noteworthy is the endearing Samuel Sonbolian, from Iran, who established a 
thriving trade in Oriental rugs in Geneva. 
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A group of instructors in training at the Institute in 1955 

with Max Braude (at upper right, with satchel) 
 
Thus, on a regular basis, certified instructors went off to teach in the 
many ORT schools around the world. Virtually all the graduates during 
this time made good on their commitment: training students in the 
service of the worldwide ORT network. 
So it was, until 1958 when ORT’s central administration decided to cease 
that form of training. When it did, transitioning to a higher level of 
technical education, it ended an era — the era of instructor training. 
 

 
In one of the rooms, 1957  
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The ORT Institute: a training centre for adults 
For very many years specialized workshops and seasoned teachers 
provided young people from various countries with the opportunity to 
come for training at the Institute in a variety of professional fields. 

 
Trainees in agricultural machinery30, from Israel, at the Institute in 1959 

Identifiable are Alexandre Magat (left) and Léon Aleinick, Vladimir Halpérin, 
and M.L. Volski (centre) 

 
 

 
Trainee auto mechanics in 1960 

Principal M.L. Volski is second from the right 

 
30 From the start, the Institute routinely accepted trainees for training programmes of 
various durations. 



 
 

 38 

Trainer Certification from the ORT Central Institute at 
Anières 
After two-and-a-half years of technical studies at the Institute the 
students were sent for a period of industrial apprenticeship, after which 
ORT awarded them diplomas as certified trainers. The diploma entitled 
them to teach at any of ORT’s many schools worldwide, and thus train 
more students for the CAP (Vocational Certificate). The Institute carried 
its role out to perfection: Training the trainers! 

 
From 1949 to 1959, the Institute certified its students as trainers after 3 years 

of study, including an apprenticeship in industry. 
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A classroom 

The classrooms, spacious and well-lighted, were furnished with all the 
modern instructional equipment of those days. 

Each student received books, notebooks and equipment for writing and 
drawing, including − of course − the classic slide rule. 

 
The well-remembered slide rule of the 1950s and 1960s 
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Classes in preparation for applying to the Geneva School 
of Engineering  

 
Shortly afterward, the top authorities decided to make best use of the 
excellent staff at Anières by instituting preparatory classes for students 
who would then apply to the Geneva School of Arts and Trades.31 
The objective was teacher training again, but in subjects that were more 
theoretical than hands-on, such as mathematics, physics and also 
engineering. It was in September 195932 that this new curriculum began 
in Anières, in close collaboration with the administration of the Geneva 
School of Arts and Trades. 33 

32 applicants, 17 to 20 years of age, were admitted that year to the 
Institute, having been competitively tested in advance in their countries 
of origin. They came principally from Tunisia, Morocco, Algeria, Israel, 
Iran, Greece and France. Their 4 years of study at the Technicum were 
crowned by certification as an engineer by the Geneva School of Arts and 
Trades. 
The courses at the Institute were delivered in its spacious classrooms by 
the same teachers who taught at the Technicum. 
In December 1959 an examination was administered in the Institute’s 
auditorium to select the students who would enter the Technicum 
directly at second-year level. 
A third of them succeeded at the examination; the others would be 
entering at first-year level. 
That type of training continued for more than twenty years, finishing 
with the Class of 1984.  

 
31 The school, known both as the Technicum and as the Geneva School of Arts and 
Trades, evolved into the Geneva School of Engineering and since 2009 has been named 
the Geneva School of Landscape, Engineering and Architecture, abbreviated EIG-HEPIA 
or simply HEPIA in French. 
32 In that year the Principal of the Institute was Robin Gilbert. A year later he would fill 
an important role in fundraising; later he would become a roving ambassador for ORT in 
many countries. 
33 The talented M. Louis Huguenin was Principal there for many years. 
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Life at the Institute 
The students lived at the Institute for their first and second years. Then, 
in order to make room for newer arrivals, they were obliged to find 
housing for themselves in Geneva. 
At Anières they had room & board and laundry service. The 
administrators literally pampered34 that little community. 
Aware of the privilege they were being afforded, the students devoted 
themselves determinedly to their studies. Mutual aid and pure 
comradeship were a constant element in both study and leisure hours. 
 

 
An evening off35 at the main hall in 1957 

 
 

 
34 Medical, dental, and optometric examinations were fully covered. 
35 Identifiable in this photo, in white shirts, from left to right: Elias Bettan, Jean-Claude 
Haddad, Freddy Sarfaty, Shmuel Sonbolion, and at far right Gillian Zemmour. 
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A spell of relaxation in the main hall, 1960 

 

 
A friendly card game, 1961 

Left to right: Marcel Alkalay, Jacky Cabessa, Daniel Bueno36, unknown, Chlomo 
Tadger, Davis Haddad, Albert Stioui 

 
 

 
36 Daniel Bueno, after working for an ORT project in Africa, taught at ORT Strasbourg 
and at ORT Ain-Sebaa in Casablanca. 
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A festive evening in 1963 

Identifiable from left to right: Charles Sroussi, Louis Dreifuss, 
Guy Malka, Moshé Sebban, Gérard Fellous and, with cigarette, Léon Mirelman 

 
 

 
A fair at Anières in 1969 

There was food to taste from many countries. 
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Indeed the Institute ran a superb kosher kitchen37 on the ground floor; 
the two upper floors had many dormitory rooms; and the basement held 
a very professional laundry and several spacious shower rooms. 
 

 
The Institute’s kosher kitchen 

 

 
The dining hall 

 
37 Ms. Paliwoda strictly ensured that the Jewish dietary laws were observed in this 
professionally managed kitchen.  
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A festive meal in the dining hall 

 

 

A cup for breakfast time 
 
 

 
The laundry 
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On the middle storey a rich and comfortable library offered ideal 
surroundings for study and reading after classes.  

 

 
The library 

 

 
Studying 

 

 
The synagogue38  

 

 
38 The synagogue could accommodate more than 50 people. 
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The synagogue’s two Torah scrolls 

 

 
A pleasant television room was the gathering place for important football 
games in particular…  
Meals were served in the large dining hall by two young Italian 
waitresses (who answered to the names Graziella and Romilda), as 
charming as they were efficient. The food was plentiful and varied. In 
short, the staff were well-qualified and intent on providing the young 
students — ourselves — with the most pleasant stay possible.  
Outside were a basketball court, a volleyball court and a proper football 
pitch. 
After the Friday night meal we could expect an oneg shabbat (a “Sabbath 
enjoyment” meeting) led by the Hebrew teacher, Joseph Daniéli39. That 
was a time for singing the melodies that brought comfort from our 
childhood, and above all for enjoying the cakes and the delicious liqueurs 
that we were served. Saturday was about sports, with the teams forming 
around 11 a.m. for memorable football matches! 
The Institute’s basketball and football teams also competed for the 
championship of Geneva. The annual Maccabi games were another 
opportunity for the players of Anières to distinguish themselves. 

 
39 Joseph Daniéli taught Hebrew and — very knowledgeably — Bible and Jewish 
History. A magnetic personality, he personally received a resounding tribute in 1994 from 
the ORT Anières Alumni Association at the Geneva Jewish Centre, where Jacques Levy 
was Director at the time. 
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The Anières students in 195940  

The Class of 1963 during a visit to the UN in Geneva 
 

 
The class of 1964, seen in 1960 

Also shown is Mr. Bassin, the teacher of mechanical drawing 
  

 
40 They were 32 students in all, making up the first classes (1963 and 1964) to advance 
into the Technicum (later named the Geneva School of Engineering) to become certified 
engineers.  
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An Anières alumnus41 recounts: 
 

“We came from Tunis. Our lives had been innocent and indolent. Our 
friendships were our only assets. Still squinting from the sun of the country that 
had been ours, we alit into the greyness of the Cornavin train station. 
In that cold, austere atmosphere, we looked curiously at the pale, grey-
uniformed figures who were tasked with arranging medical examinations for 
us then and there. 
What strange wariness! 
Then it was off to... the illustrious ORT Institute in Anières! 
The sky was overcast, the countryside was dry, we came to a building that 
looked enormous to my eyes. There was nothing in its vicinity. To me, it 
seemed set apart from the world. The chill had already set in, that November. I 
walked through long bare-walled corridors. 
The main hall, which overlooked the surrounding countryside, bore large 
frescoes glorifying labour. 
I moved into my room, which was designed for six and included a mezzanine. I 
slowly emptied my suitcase. 
We settled in. Nothing was familiar to me. Our bedspreads bore a strange 
motto: “To live”. 
I stared at it. That moment separated me deeply from my past. Nothing would 
again be as it was. 
A great melancholy subdued me. I was so far from the love of my own people, of 
my family... 
That was the start of my transformation. 

 

 
41 Freddy Sarfaty born in Tunis, studied in 1956–57 at the Institute and then went on to 
the Technicum, where he earned his diploma in engineering. A leading figure in industry, 
he founded an automation company in Versoix, near Geneva, in 1971. Its employees 
numbered in the hundreds, and he managed it successfully for more than 30 years. Among 
its products were highly specialized valves for NASA. Freddy gave many jobs to newly 
certified engineers from the ORT Institute. 
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A dormitory room42 at the Institute 

The room could accommodate up to 6 students. 
 

From the start and until 1970 all the dormitory rooms were inside the 
main building and, in all, they could comfortably accommodate up to 120 
students. The largest were rooms for six, occupied by first-year and 
second-year students. Those rooms facilitated the mingling of students 
from different backgrounds, greatly encouraging the meeting of minds 
across cultures as well as in academics. There was whole-hearted 
comradeship among all the occupants. The varied and often delicious 
meals together43, served to them in the comfortable dining hall, 
contributed to further strengthening the bond among the students. 
A pleasant atmosphere prevailed, marked by candid friendliness, in this 
place which supported both study and relaxation. In their third year the 
students were entitled to move into a room for two on the top storey. In 
order to leave space for newcomers, the students then were obliged to 
rent lodgings in Geneva from a landlady. That system changed in 1970 
when the Institute set up studio housing not far from the main building. 

 
42 These two photographs courtesy of World ORT Archive, London. 
43 The Institute’s administrators dined together with the students. 
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A student’s postcard to his parents, from 1959 
 

 

 

One student’s message44 to his parents 

He sets down his feelings ten days after his arrival  
in the unfamiliar world of Anières 

 
44 “My beloved parents, I am showing you a bit of my village in Switzerland. In its air, I 
breathe a feeling of liberty. My school is 700 meters away from the grocery seen here, 
and the post office is farther along... I never stop thinking of you. Understand, dear 
Mother, that I’m fine and the atmosphere here is supportive. I’m waiting impatiently for 
the moment I can eagerly open a letter from you. Your dear son, Jacky”. 
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Studio Housing at the Institute 
In 1968 the ORT administration decided to build excellently designed 
studio housing near the main building (at the left in the diagram). Thus 
more students could be accepted and the students could live at Anières 
through all their years of study there.  

 

The plan for studio housing, 1968 

 

 

The studio housing near the main building, 1970 
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Music at the Institute  
The Institute’s students loved to sing.45 Those who came from North 
Africa or France brought with them the latest popular tunes during the 
1950s and 1960s. 
Those who came from Israel were more inclined to chant patriotic songs, 
often in chorus and with all those around joining in. In the long corridors 
of the Institute, it wasn’t rare to hear the sound of contemporary Italian 
tunes from those days — “Come Prima,” “Tintarella di Luna,” and many 
other hits from the peninsula. At other times it could be songs 
popularized by Charles Aznavour, Georges Moustaki or even Nat King 
Cole. 
There was one that everyone sang on the bus that took us from the 
Institute to the Technicum every day: the iconic song that Georges 
Moustaki wrote for Edith Piaf, “Milord”. In 1959 a chorale46 consisting of 
more than 10 students quickly took form , and we sang proudly on major 
occasions and especially at the end-of-year prize ceremonies.47 

In addition, a teacher of singing48 visited once a week to instruct us in 
breathing, articulating, controlling our voice and keeping time. The fact 
is that although we sang wholeheartedly, many of us were ignorant of 
the basics. The lessons were, beyond all doubt, beneficial to our vocal 
performances… 
Afterward, on Sunday morning, in the main hall where the acoustics 
were best, we would often set up the tape recorder, the Revox as we 
called it, and luxuriate in recordings of classical music. 
 

 
45 They were no less pleased to listen to classical music, which their teacher Henri 
Wermus provided for them. 
46 This chorale assembled several times at the Jewish Centre in Rue Saint Léger, as well 
as for the Technicum’s annual gala. There were other chorales both previously and 
afterward. 
47 The State Councillor for Public Education, André Chavanne, regularly attended those 
ceremonies. 
48 The teacher, Mr. Panosetti of Geneva, was well known in the city’s musical circles. 



 
 

 54 

 
An evening of music at the Institute’s auditorium, 1960 

Jacques Levy singing, accompanied by Georges Sarfati at the piano 
 
 

 
In performance, for Purim 197549 

 

 
49 At right is Michel Beruben, who went on to an international career in information 
technology. He was active for years in the alumni association, and in 2012 he created the 
association’s website www.aaa-ort.com.  
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The Institute decked out in 1977 

Every occasion was suitable for dance and song. 
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The ORT Institute Anthem 
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Dance 
There was Israeli folk dancing in the main hall, regularly bringing 
together the students and supporters of ORT. There were also balls which 
the students organized as early as 1951. 

 
A ball at the Institute in 1951 

 

 
A celebration at the main hall, 1954 

 

 
Israeli folk dancing at the Institute, 1955 
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For the most part the students did their dancing at two Geneva dance 
halls, the Grillon and the Mylord. They were true institutions! So Friday 
and Saturday nights gave some of us the occasion to risk inviting a girl 
to dance. It was the age of rock-and-roll, cha-cha and slow dancing. 
 

 
Saturday 14 March 1970, a ball at the Institute 

Recognizable, left to right, are Sion Cohen (with glasses and goatee), David 
Ohana (in white turtleneck), Jo Senior (smoking a cigarette), and Samy Soussan 

(with neckerchief). 
 

 
A dance evening at Anières, 1973 

At left, Marc Perez50 

 
50 After his diploma from the Geneva School of Engineering, Marc Perez earned one from 
EPFL, the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Lausanne. He had a fine career at HP 
Geneva and was active on various ORT Anières alumni committees. 
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Theatre 
 

 
Lya Syngalowska 

Teacher of French and organizer of theatre projects,51 1969 
 
 
 

 
Lya Syngalowska52 teaching French, as early as 1953 

 

 
51 Theatre, dance and singing were always popular among the Anières students. 
52 Lya Syngalowska was Hannah Pirenne’s sister, and both were daughters of 
Syngalowski. 
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A theatrical presentation53 in 1957 performed by the Institute’s students 

 
 

 
On stage in 1971 

 

 
53 In 1968 and 1969 the students at Anières mounted a number of theatrical productions 
in Geneva, including In the Negev Plains, French Without a Master, and Le Bonheur de 
Suzanne. 
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The Institute’s actors54 on stage in 1972–73 

 

 
The Institute’s theatrical troupe in 1972–73, 

spoken of even in the newspapers55 

 
54 Left to right: Raphy Mergui the Director, Albert Soussan, Emile Melloul, Maurice 
Abecassis, Maurice Cohen-Zagoury, Claude Sabbah, Claude’s wife Claudie, Céline 
Benharoch (Momy’s sister), Marc Perez.  
55 The musical production A Man, a Life, and a Tune was adapted by Emile Melloul 
from the Israeli musical production Ish Hassid Haya. 
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Sports 
 

 
Tug-of-war, 1952 

 

 
The volleyball team, 1953 
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Table tennis, 1953 

 

 
Bicycling, 1954 
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Pole vaulting, 1954 

 
The basketball team in 196056, 

after its win at the Maccabi tournament in Geneva 
From left to right, standing: Jacques Levy, Gidéon Meyer, David Haddad; 

Kneeling: Moussa Machihi, Parvis Benyamini, Gabriel Elbaz57 

 
56 In 1959–62 Jacques Levy, the author of this book, created, trained and captained the 
Institute’s basketball team. 
57 Gidéon Meyer went on to a brilliant career at ORT London; David Haddad opened a 
plumbing business in Geneva; Moussa Machihi emigrated to the USA; and Gabriel Elbaz 
made his career at Tarex, a noted machine tool company. 
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The Institute’s complete basketball team, 1961 

Recognizable, third from the left, is the team’s centre Gidéon Meyer, who later 
became Pedagogical Director of World ORT in London. 

At far left is Jo Bismuth the dorm master. 
 

 
Volleyball, 1963 
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The handball team, 1971 

Standing at far left, Claude Sabbah. He would later be appointed 
Director of ORT Strasbourg and serve in that office for 30 years. 

 
 

 
The football team, 1972 
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The football team in 1978 

Speakers 
The Institute’s administrators always took an interest in bringing 
personages for us students to hear. Famous speakers were invited to 
address us in the auditorium. The question-and-answer sessions that 
followed, generally supervised by Vladimir Halpérin, provided us with 
extra enrichment. It was a real joy! In the 1960s Daniel Mayer58 spoke 
with his legendary eloquence about the model of a democratic society. 
On other occasions, the great Geneva philosopher Jeanne Hersch came to 
present her philosophical ideas to us, often relating them to her personal 
ideological battles. 
We were moved by Isaac Pougatch’s description of wartime sacrifices on 
the part of the great resistance figures. Rachel Minc, a philosopher and 
writer, spoke of her own war experiences and of the extermination 
camps. Several times Vladimir Halpérin assembled us to explain the 
meaning of ORT’s mission in the world. 

 
58 Daniel Mayer, secretary at one time to Léon Blum, was the French Minister of 
Labour and Social Security from 1946 to 1949 and President of the Constitutional 
Council. He felt very close to Israel and chaired ORT France for many years. 
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I recall that on another occasion his brother, Jean Halpérin,59 delineated 
the symbolic role of the Sabbath in the contemporary world. One evening 
in 1961, at the Jewish Centre, a large debating conference was organized 
with an audience of more than 200, and famous speakers participated 
there in the city of Calvin. Among those attending were Jean Starobinski 
(a great specialist in the Enlightenment) and Geneva’s Chief Rabbi 
Alexandre Safran60: The theme for the evening was “Liberalism and 
Religion”. To the great enjoyment of those present, the debate was lively. 
Incompatible in their personal convictions, one side represented the 
desire for progress in the practice of religion and the other side 
represented the acceptance of the Torah as the sole authority to the 
exclusion of all “isms”. The main speakers, as could only have been 
expected, came to no agreement. Nonetheless, the public was delighted 
to have spent that evening listening to such lofty discourse. 
 

 
Jeanne Hersch61 in the 1960s 

 

 
59 Jean Halpérin, a writer and philosopher, taught at the University of Fribourg and at the 
UN in Geneva. 
60 The Chief Rabbi of Geneva, Alexandre Safran, often came to the Institute to speak to 
the students about the Bible and about Jewish law.  
61 From 1956 onward, Jeanne Hersch taught philosophy at the University of Geneva. She 
was the first female Professor of Philosophy there. She started publishing very early, at 
age 26, with a book entitled The Philosophical Illusion in which she related how she 
discovered philosophy by way of the existentialism of Karl Jaspers. Her intellectual 
influence was internationally recognized and in 1960 she was appointed to create and lead 
the philosophy division of UNESCO. Then, in 1966, she took office as Switzerland’s 
representative to the executive council of that UN body. 
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Isaac Pougatch62 at the Institute in 1961, 

together with Joseph Daniéli at left 
 

In 1978 the philosopher Armand Abecassis63 headed an important series 
of talks at the Institute about Judaism and the history of the Jewish 
people. 

 
Armand Abecassis 

 
62 A Jewish pedagogue engaged internationally in education. Born in the Ukraine, he was 
known and liked by young people as an educator before, during and after the war. 
63 A Professor Emeritus of general and comparative philosophy at the Bordeaux 
Montaigne University. His writings and teachings exemplify a fertile dialogue between 
Judaism and Christianity. He has written many books in those areas. 
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Awarding of prizes 
 

 
Awarding prizes at the ORT Central Institute in Anières, 1950 

Left to right: Eng. Fajnsod, Director of the Institute; P. de Tolédo, head of the 
Institute’s executive committee; R. Olgiati, member of the International Red 
Cross executive; Prof. W.E. Rappard, who chaired the last conference of the ILO; 
A. Pugin, Vice-President of the Geneva State Council; Dr A. Syngalowski, 
President of the ORT Union executive committee; F Cottier,  Vice President of the 
Geneva Administrative Council; H. Granjean Secretary General of the 
Department of Education; Chief Rabbi A. Safran, Ms. A. Neuman64, and V. 
Halpérin, Secretary General of the ORT Union.  

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

At the end-of-year ceremony, 1959 
Jacques Levy reading a poem. Behind him is the chorale. 

 
64 Adolphe Neuman was a donor and a member of the administrative council of the 
ORT Institute. He was a great friend of Aaron Syngalowski. He furnished the Institute’s 
main library. He was honoured at a gala evening of the alumni association on 21 
November 2015. 
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.  

Prize ceremony at the auditorium in 1963 
in the presence of ORT President Daniel Mayer  

and André Chavanne, Minister of Education at Geneva 
 
 

 
The awarding of prizes drew a large audience 
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Jacob Chettrit65, Class of 1980, receiving his prize 

 

 
Students of the classes of 1979–8066 

Standing, left to right: Nissim Elgrably, Barkats the guide, Henry Hamon, Jacob 
Chetrit, unknown, Azoulay (first name unknown), Alain Attal, Gabriel Benaich 

Seated, left to right: Henry Marciano, Gilbert Haddad, Armand Laredo67, 
Maurice Calvo 

 
65 After receiving his diploma from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in 
Lausanne, Jacob Chettrit made his career at Charmilles Technologies. 
66 They took a graduation trip to Israel and were photographed in front of the Knesset. 
67 Armand Laredo held important positions in industry and for many years was President 
of B’nai B’rith in Geneva. 
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The Jewish Centre (La Maison Juive) 
The Jewish Centre at Saint Léger was like an extension of the Institute. 
For Jewish youth in Geneva overall, and for the Institute’s students in 
particular, it was the cultural centre par excellence. It also served as the 
main Sephardic synagogue for Jewish festivals. 
The students from Anières went there regularly for lectures that were 
held in those days. Often large numbers of them happily filled the little 
lecture room to hear the great personages of Geneva such as Jeanne 
Hersch, Chief Rabbi Alexandre Safran, Professor Shapiro, Vladimir and 
Jean Halpérin, or the renowned Jean Starobinski.68 Balls were held there 
as well. The young men from the Institute gained a reputation for being 
light on their feet. The well-bred young women appreciated them as 
much for their dancing skills as for their clever conversation. 
 

 
An evening organized by the ORT Anières Alumni Association at the 

Jewish Centre in 199369  
 

 
68 He was one of the major experts on the great authors of the Enlightenment. Jean 
Starobinski passed away on Monday, March 4, 2019, in Switzerland, at the age of 98. 
69 On this occasion, a Judeo-Andalusian band from Paris enlivened the evening for the 
many participants. The Anières alumni paid resounding tribute that evening both to retired 
Professor Joseph Daniéli and to Alexandre Magat, a retired Director of the Institute. 
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The students from Anières as part of Geneva’s Jewish life 
in the 1950s and 1960s 
Many of the arrivals brought with them the Sephardic spirit that had 
carried such influence in their lands of birth. Students from ORT 
contributed regularly, and with devotion, to Jewish life in Geneva. 
Often they completed the minyan at Hekhal Hannes, the great synagogue. 
One of them even served as prayer leader70. They were sometimes asked 
to sit vigil with those awaiting burial at the cemetery of Veyrier or 
Carouge. Some served as counsellors for the immigrant Moroccan 
children who were assembled at Morgins71, under the aegis of the 
Children’s Aid Society (abbreviated OSE in French). 
Many became members of the Jewish student association of Geneva, and 
the Institute occasionally lent a hand to the Jewish community of La 
Chaux-de-Fonds72. 

 

 
The Passover Seder in 1954 

 
70 This was Michel Cohen, who came to Anières in 1960. 
71 In summer 1960, 3 students from the Institute spent a month and a half at Morgins 
helping to run a camp for young Moroccan Jews who were on their way to Israel. 
72 Several times the Rabbi of La Chaux-de-Fonds, Isaac Rouch, who had served in 
Morocco as a French military chaplain, borrowed a Torah scroll from the Institute. 
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The Passover Seder73 at Anières in 1957 

 

 
The Children’s Aid Society camp at Morgins in 196174 

 
73 Many Geneva Jews joined the Anières students for the Seder. 
74 At that time in Geneva, the OSE (Children’s Aid Society) was headed by Prof. Jacques 
Bloch. The “Home in the Forest” was taking in young immigrants for interim stays of a 
month on their way to the Promised Land. 
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The 3 Anières students75 who supervised 

the Children’s Aid Society camp at Morgins in 1961 

The Anières students in the 1960s and 1970s76 
Recollections of Maurice Cohen Zagouri77 

“Arriving at the Institute in 1968 I met a dorm master named Melamed. After 
he left it was one of the alumni, Emile Melloul, who took charge of the dorm, and 
he stayed until 1977. Thanks to Emile Melloul, cultural life at the Institute 
during my five years there was rich and full. There were regular lectures, films, 
exhibitions, and trips to the theatre or to concerts at Victoria Hall. There was a 
palpable interest in exposing us youngsters to culture, not only to the science 
and technology that enveloped us. One vivid memory is a theatrical presentation 
with a Hassidic theme, Ish Hassid Haya, which a troupe of the Institute’s 
students presented. It was an unqualified success, with many performances in 
Geneva and an English version mounted in a memorable visit to London. All 
those activities contributed to our feeling of well-being and contented living at 
the Institute”. 
 

 
75 They were Max Weizman, Jacques Levy, and Daniel Bueno. 
76 Zwi Lamdan was the dorm master in 1965. 
77 Maurice Cohen Zagouri successfully ran the Girsa Alliance School at Veyrier, near 
Geneva. 
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1972 at the ORT Institute in Anières:  

Standing, left to right: Albert Daby, Roger Stioui, Michel Hayot, Harruch, Zagdoun, 
David Ohana, Bendavid R., Guez, D. Cohen, Henri Benaroch, Danièle and Max 

Lahyani, Benaroche Sam. 
Kneeling, left to right: An African, Albert Ohayon, Bernard Jamet, Sebban Moché, Joël 

Szajn (Director), Bendavid Jean Jonas, Jaime Beniflah, Cesare Sacerdote (a staff 
member), an African, Petcho Sebag. 

 
 
 

 
January 1972: On the way to snowy Les Gets  

Left to right: Richard Haddad, Moïse Benedid, Jo Marhely, Yamine Tolédano, 
Simon Lévy, Michel Hayot, Lynda Moyal78 and David Ohana. 

 
78 Lynda Moyal was one of three girls who came to Anières and earned diplomas in 
engineering. The others were Messody Benhamou and Masha Alimi. 
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Friendship79 duly celebrated in 1972  
in one of the lower dormitory rooms. 

 
 

 
1973: An evening at the Institute 

Left to right: Maurice Cohen-Zagouri, David Ohana80,  
Danièle and Max Lahyani, and Prosper Bittane 

 
79 Right to left: Moche Sabban, Claude Sabbah, Bernard Jamet and Maurice Cohen-
Zagouri. 
80 David Ohana was one of the rare students who pursued architecture. He made his career 
in Geneva and worked within several alumni association committees. 
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Purim in 1975, at the Institute’s main hall 

 

 
Celebrating Sukkot at Anières in 1976  
Standing, left rear: Armand Chettrit81 

 
81 Armand Chettrit studied at EPFL, the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology. He headed 
an important department dealing with energy management in large buildings. In the 1990s 
he was elected President of the Anières Alumni Association. 
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Befriending fellow students from Africa82, 1976 

 

 
Graduates of the Engineering School, in 1977 

Recognizable at left is Marc Hamon83 
 

82 Starting in the 1960s the Swiss Confederation entrusted ORT with the training of 
students from Africa. 
83 In 2013, with the support and collaboration of Robert Singer, Director General of 
World ORT, Marc Hamon founded Anières Elite Academy in Israel. There, the 
recruitment methods, the guiding spirit and the programmes followed the example of the 
ORT Central Institute at Anières. 
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The first 2 girls come to study at the Institute 
In 1971 the ORT Central Institute at Anières enrolled 2 Moroccan-born 
girls. Those girls, Lynda Moyal and Messody Benhamou, were entering 
a previously all-male environment. They adjusted pleasantly amidst the 
general atmosphere of good will, and they contributed freshness, 
spontaneity and natural charm of their own. They were the first 
graduates84 of Anières to obtain diplomas in engineering from the 
Technicum in Geneva. 

 
February 28, 1972: Purim in the ORT Institute at Anières 

Left to right: Lynda Moyal, Joseph Benhamou and his sister Messody. 

  

 
84 Ten years later another girl was accepted to the Institute. Her name was Masha Alimi 
and she joined the last class of engineers, the Class of 1984. 
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The newcomers of the 1980s at Anières85 
 

 
Class of 1983 

Standing, left to right: Gérard Sportich, Jean-Luc Attal, Jaques Attias, 
Uzan, Coco Mechali, Albert Dadi, Naftali Titane, Salomon Elkaim, Marc Ziri 

Foreground: Maurice Attia, Roger Benacoun, Gilles Haddad 
 

One alumnus, Salomon Elkaïm, recalls: “The atmosphere was exceptional, 
particularly during the Jewish holiday celebrations. Speakers, assemblies and 
dances followed one another and were also attended by alumni and by African 
students”.  

1984 and the last class of engineering graduates 
In 1984, for the last time, the students took the examinations for 
accreditation as engineers by the Geneva School of Engineering (the 
EIG). That major school was known as the Technicum and the Higher 
Technical School before being named the Geneva School of Engineering. 
Since the start of the 20th century it has been named the Geneva School 
of Landscape, Engineering and Architecture, abbreviated EIG-HEPIA or 
simply HEPIA in French. HEPIA offers a broad range of instruction in 
the engineering and architectural disciplines. It is organized in four 

 
85 In 1983, as they travelled from Geneva toward Anières, 2 of the Institute’s students 
swerved to a terrible death at the hillside village of Vésenaz. With profound grief the 
Institute mourned the passing of Claude Gozlan and Gilles Zakini. 
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departments, with nine academic streams: architecture, landscape 
architecture, civil engineering, construction technology, agronomy, 
environmental management, mechanical engineering, Micro-
engineering, and IT engineering. Some graduates of that final class are 
shown below. 

 

Masha Alimi86 / Armand Bengio87 

 

 

Students of the Class of 1984  
Left to right: Alain Zagury, Henri Chicheportiche, J.M. Chicheportiche. 

In front, an organizer from Maccabi. 

 
86 Masha Alimi was one of the 3 female students admitted to the ORT Institute at Anières 
and certified by the Geneva School of Engineering. She was the first President of the ORT 
Anières Alumni Association. She lives in Geneva and she has filled important positions 
in the Geneva administration. 
87 Armand Bengio lives in Geneva. He spent many years with a multinational company 
in the field of building management. He is a member of the ORT Anières Alumni 
Association and he manages an IT company in Geneva. 
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Transportation from the Institute to Geneva 

The Institute’s administration arranged for daily transport to Geneva 
from morning through early evening. However, in order to travel to 
Geneva at night to see a movie, go dancing, or have a drink, the only 
method88 was hitchhiking. Alumni say: “We would walk as far as the Veigy-
Foncenex border post and there we would start thumbing. Generally there was 
no problem reaching Geneva. But at close to 2 in the morning, a ride back to 
Anières was another matter entirely. Sometimes 4 or 5 of us together would hire 
a taxi. But most often, we hitchhiked back. Every one of us has had the experience 
of standing there for hours, thumb upraised in the hope that a kindly vehicle 
would stop. In the winters there, with the Geneva wind sweeping the Gustav-
Ador Quay, we needed to be well fortified with optimism and recklessness!” 
 

 
At far left Michel Cohen89. With cigarette, Richard Sadoune90 

 

 
88 Although some students managed to acquire an automobile, they were the rare 
exception. 
89 Michel Cohen made his career in insurance, in Geneva. For a long time he served at 
the local synagogue and he coached many boys for their Bar Mitzva. 
90 Richard Sadoune held important positions in IT. Later, he distinguished himself as an 
artist. 
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Hitchhiking at the Veigy customs house 

The personalities91 at the Institute 
The Institute’s top official was the Principal92, who took his orders from 
the Central Office at Geneva’s Varembé area93. The students would 
address him deferentially, aware of the hierarchical distance.  
His job was above all to see that the Institute’s own rules were respected 
and that everyone was safe and sound. 
 
 
 
 

 
91 A technical and pedagogical committee assisted the Principal in his strategic decisions: 
Pierre de Tolédo, Claude Bigar, and Léon Aleinick, along with Maurice Aboudaram. 
Many figures worked to support the Institute’s activities by providing valuable advice 
and financial aid to assist its smooth functioning. We will mention specifically Ms. 
Jacqueline Maus, Pierre de Tolédo and Claude Bigar. 
92 At the outset, during the 1950s, the Principal was Mr. Berlan and he was assisted by 
Mr. Dupraz, the well-remembered Technical Director who could never be equalled. Mr. 
Volski was named Principal in the 1957–58 year. In 1959, Robin Gilbert led the Institute 
for a year before moving overseas to continue his career. Next there was Alexandre 
Magat, Principal for several years; and then Mr. Szajn was Principal from 1970 to the 
end. 
93 The Director of the Central Office was Vladimir Halpérin, until the 1980s. 
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The executive secretary94, a woman still beautiful at fifty or so, was full 
of natural grace and heartfelt respect as she dealt with the students. 
It was rumoured among us that she had survived the horror of the 
concentration camps95. She gently helped us to solve the little day-to-day 
problems (transportation, reservations for shows, registration forms, 
official papers, dental and medical appointments, etc.). She always had a 
kind word and a luminous smile. 
 

 
Madame Warm in the 1960s 

 
She had studied the piano for many years and she often willingly joined 
the Institute’s chorale as accompanist when they met to sing. 
 

 
94 During the fifties and sixties this was the charming and gracious Madame Warm, a 
secretary equally at ease in her office and at the Institute’s black grand piano. 
95 We were astonished one day to notice the number on her forearm! 
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Madame Warm at the piano, with the student chorale, in 1953 

 
 

 
Madame Warm surrounded by her dear students in 1954 
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The most colourful figure, beyond a doubt, was the budget manager, Mr. 
César Sacerdote96.  
He strictly managed his purview, which touched equally on the financial 
management of the place and on the school’s logistics. In his day nothing 
could be undertaken, if any expense was entailed, without approval from 
Mr. Sacerdote97. 
His heavy Italian accent, the distinctive structure of his language, his 
wardrobe which recalled the end of the 19th century, and his natural 
sternness contrasted a bit with his bountiful use of cologne. The 
punctilious parting of his overly sparse hair helped make him 
incontestably, for class after class of students who passed through the 
Institute, the most notable, the most colourful, and… the most daunting 
figure in Anières. 
 

 
César Sacerdote also taught accounting 

 

 
96 He hailed from a family named Cohen, but they had changed their names among the 
vicissitudes of the years between the wars, choosing one that they considered as close to 
the original as possible.  
97 Mr. Sacerdote, who lived at the Institute, also gave excellent and engaging courses in 
accounting to students at the Institute and at the Technicum. Unfortunately, he was not 
afforded the career that he certainly deserved within the ORT World Union.  
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César Sacerdote in 1957, together with Maurice Volski and a group of 

students. At left are Romilda and Graziella, the charming waitresses of the 
dining hall. 

 

Furthermore, the rules of the Institute stipulated that no strangers were 
to sleep there. 
Accordingly, in 1959 a night watchman98 was hired. His duties consisted 
of carefully recording in a notebook the night-time arrival of each student 
and, above all, verifying that each student was in bed asleep… and alone. 
That is to say, in the absence of the opposite sex. With the rebellion of 
1968 still far in the future, there was no laxity in that regard… 
Then in September 1960, as the number of students grew (to double in 2 
years) the administration hired a dorm master99. Initially his role was not 
well understood by the students or was insufficiently explained by the 
administration.  
 

 
98 His name has remained in everyone’s memory: Mr. Uldry. 
99 For Maurice Aboudaram, at the time a young activist in the Alliance Israélite 
Universelle and a follower of philosopher Emmanuel Levinas, the path to Anières started 
at an encounter with Jewish thinker, André Neher in Strasbourg. Aboudaram moved to 
the Institute with his family and was always seen as being very cooperative with the 
students. He was also an assistant to Jean Piaget for 4 years, and for 20 years he 
participated in training and development for ORT schools around the world. Maurice 
Aboudaram and Alexandre Magat together developed the Institute’s language lab, which 
was the first such project in Geneva. 
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Alexandre Magat, Director of the Institute, in 1960. 

At right, the dorm master, with responsibility for the cultural sphere, Maurice 
Aboudaram 

 
However, matters were straightened out within a few months as the 
dorm master — displaying patience, friendliness and a natural gift for 
education — demonstrated the effectiveness of his delicate function. 

 

The teachers at the Institute 
There were more than a few teachers, and they all contributed to the 
students’ maturation into responsible adults. 
“Their example showed us that a person could behave both strictly and with 
generosity. Some of them left their mark on our young minds. Youthful and eager 
for knowledge, we readily marvelled at some of their lessons”.  
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Léon Aleinick100 in the 1950s or 1960s. 

A teacher of mathematics and a noted violinist. 
 

 
Henri Wermus, a teacher of mathematics, with some of his students in 1957  

 

During the night of July 12–13, 2013, Henri Wermus, Honorary Professor 
of the University of Geneva and Doctor of Mathematics from the Federal 
Polytechnic School of Zurich, departed this world at age 95. 
He had brilliantly taught mathematics at Anières, headed the ORT 
Institute in its first years, taught at the Technicum and remained a 
faithful associate of the Anières Alumni Association to the end. 
Henri Wermus was a collaborator of Jean Piaget, the expert in human 
logical processes and for 30 years the guiding spirit of the Laboratory of 
Didactics and Epistemology of Sciences (LDES) in Geneva. 

 
100 Léon Aleinick, an excellent pedagogue, numbered among the teaching staff in the 
Institute’s earliest days. 
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Henri Wermus grew up amidst the antisemitism of early 20th-century 
Poland. Excluded from educational opportunities there, he immigrated 
to Belgium in 1937. 
The outbreak of war found him in Paris. The departure from his family, 
as an 18-year-old student on the train platform at Warsaw, would prove 
to be final. He never saw them again, some seventy human beings flung 
into the Reich’s black hole. 
He wrote a book, Le temps de la déchirure (“The Time of Rending”), as a 
way of fulfilling the “contract, of a sort, that obligates every survivor to 
those who are gone”. 
The narrative is striking in its strong exactitude, its authenticity and its 
great humanity. 
Henri Wermus was always esteemed by his many students for his 
natural kindness and for the quality and level of his teaching. 
There was also Pierre Polli, a Technicum Professor of mathematics who 
in 1959 taught algebra, trigonometry, and slide rule calculations at the 
Institute… His courses were admired. 
Thus one evening, in front of 2 classes combined, correcting an algebraic 
problem that we had all “flubbed,” he plunged into a long, complicated 
algebraic proof in absolute silence for several minutes. Mathematical 
expressions were simplified and replaced one after another. Following 
along with intense concentration, we thought to ourselves, “He has got 
to slip up” because the steps were so complicated. The two sliding 
blackboards were chalked almost completely full when suddenly, to our 
hearty applause, he concluded with a brilliant QED! 
He glanced at us briefly and casually laid the chalk on his desk. It was a 
unique class, and he never deserted it... 
Another colourful teacher remembered for his style of speaking and for 
his friendly, winning manner was Alex Botkine. He brought a certain 
casual touch to the teaching of descriptive geometry. Magnetically 
youthful, he sported an attractive blond moustache and often wore large 
plaid shirts. In his spare time he also performed jazz and Russian folk 
music. He led a band of his own, the Botkine Boys, and he never felt 
deterred from telling us about it... sometimes even during class time. As 
a teacher, he is remembered for evoking interest and for taking interest 
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in everything. In fact, he went on to teach physics and... even German, at 
the Technicum! 
Hannah Pirenne, who taught us French, was the daughter101 of Aaron 
Syngalowski.  

 

 
Hanna Pirenne 

Teacher of French and founder of the library 
 
Hanna Pirenne was a great lady of understated elegance, impassioned 
with literature and in love with the French language. Simultaneously 
strict and kind-hearted in her style of teaching, and concerned with the 
quality of writing and of speech, she cheerfully taught French syntax and 
grammar to class after class of students, who remember her with 
affection. Always well turned out in conservative chic, she was 
exceptionally successful in settling our uncertainty about the subtle 
behaviour of pronominal verbs. She let nothing go unnoticed, and we all 
wished to speak and write correctly in the beautiful language of Molière. 
Joseph Daniéli, remembered as an iconic teacher of Hebrew, led what 
could be called a double life. He helped his wife to run a flourishing 
business in textiles at the Place de Rive, and he was also a great scholar 
both of modern (Israeli) Hebrew and of Biblical history. Multilingual, 
tolerant and gifted with humour, he was both an enjoyable storyteller 
and an indefatigable speaker! 

 
101 She was daughter-in-law to well-known Belgian historian Henri Pirenne. Her sister 
Lya Syngalowska also taught French during the Institute’s first years. Alumni recall that 
she would mount theatrical productions with the trainers-to-be. 
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He could illuminate all the important pages of Biblical history, and we 
owe to his efforts our discovery of the deep meaning of Judaism. Over a 
long period, each year’s students were greatly enriched by their hours 
with him. 
 

 
Joseph Daniéli, in 1955, with students and well-wishers. 

Second from right: Avraham Bar-Shai102 
 

Mr. Bassin, a specialist in mechanical drawing, had a debonair charm. 
Accompanied by his everlasting hat, this great gentleman was 
simultaneously smiling, capable and generous. Sometimes in the middle 
of class he would find occasion to describe, in vivid detail, the first 
hesitant steps of those who pioneered the helicopter — not neglecting to 
add, with pride, that he had been among them… 
Mr. Grobet, whose nonchalance was equalled only by his elegance, also 
taught drawing. He had a special gift for cavalier projection and… 
isometric projection. 

 
102 Avraham Bar-Shai wrote beautifully about his years of study at ORT Tunis and at the 
ORT Institute at Anières. His writing is available at harissa.com as well as at the ORT 
Anières Alumni Association website www.aaa-ort.com.  
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A sports enthusiast, he is the one who in 1960 organized the well-
remembered football match103 at Anières between the Technicum and the 
Institute, which the latter won104 with a score of 1 to 0! 

The varied (and often glittering) paths of Anières 
graduates 
— Among the earliest 
As already mentioned, there were those who graduated into instruction. 
Highly motivated, they taught105 in many of ORT’s vocational schools. In 
doing so they in turn trained thousands of young Jews, passing the 
knowledge onward with devotion and enthusiasm. Thus, with their 
talent, they furthered the historic humanitarian and educational mission 
of ORT. 
After their (sometimes lengthy) work abroad, many returned to the ranks 
of the ORT World Union to contribute in another capacity. 
Here are some (not all!) such graduates. 
 

§ Joël Szajn106 came to Anières in 1949. After teaching at ORT Tunis, 
he became Director of ORT Tunisia107, and then from 1970 onward 
he was Principal of the ORT Institute at Anières. 

§ Moty Sapir was also among the earliest. He arrived in 1950, and 
after studying at the Institute and then at the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology in Lausanne, he headed nuclear centres in 
France.  

 
103 The present writer remembers him as the goalie of the Institute’s football team. 
104 This was against all expectations, because Technicum’s team had a striker of the 
Geneva’s Servette Football club playing centre forward!  
105 There were almost 200 who taught at the ORT schools in Israel, North Africa, Iran, 
France, Belgium, Italy, and India. Some who may be remembered from acquaintanceship 
or encounters are Mr. Abou, Mr. V. Pavoncello, Mr. B. Ittah, Mr. N. Frati, and Mr. P. 
Abergel. 
106 Mr. Szajn is to be credited with bringing the first female students to the Institute.  
107 Maxime Mimouni, who came to the Institute in 1956 to study mechanical drawing, 
was his loyal collaborator first in Tunis and then, at the Institute, as a teacher of 
mechanical drawing. He also participated in training African students.  
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§ Simon Feldman, after his career as a teacher, was named Director 
of Technical Assistance at World ORT. 

§ Adam Scherer was a mechanics teacher in 1951 at Tunis, and then 
he returned to ORT Technical Assistance. Subsequently he created 
the Geneva Office for the Promotion of Industries and 
Technologies (OPI) and led it for more than 18 years. 

§ Joseph Amar was initially, for several years, a teacher of 
mechanical drawing at the World ORT vocational school of Aïn 
Sebaa, Casablanca. He was then named Principal of the school, 
and he served as Director of ORT Morocco108 from 1972 to 1980. 

§ Avraham Bar-Shai109 made his way from ORT Tunis to Anières in 
1945 and then continued his studies brilliantly at the Technion in 
Haifa. He went on to hold important positions in American and 
Israeli industry.  

§ Jo Botbol created the telephony programme at ORT Aïn Sebaa. 
After returning to France he headed an important furniture 
company. 

§ Nathan Efrati was one of the rare teachers who had a diploma in 
refrigeration. His devotion and mastery in his profession brought 
him first to Tunis and then to Iran, where he taught for many 
years. He returned to Geneva and held various important 
positions there in the Technical Assistance branch. 

§ Benjamin Ittah taught drawing for many years at ORT Aïn Sebaa. 
He then took up a Director’s post at the Battelle Institute in 
Geneva. 

§ Victor Pavoncello was a brilliant teacher of electronics for several 
years in Casablanca, at the end of the 1950s. He became a national 
expert in electricity and started a Geneva corporation in that field.  

§ Joseph Guedj was certified as an instructor in the 1950s and went 
on to an estimable career in ORT India. Having arrived there in 
1964 to teach precision mechanics, he was appointed some years 

 
108 The only Moroccan to hold that important post! 
109 Avraham Bar-Shai is also known as a world expert in ancient mosaics. 
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later to be Technical Director, and then Director General, of both 
the schools (for boys and girls) of ORT India. 

Many other graduates are no less noteworthy…  
They are resoundingly honoured in a video, ORT Anières — The Very First 
Students, which is a work of the present author. It can be viewed on the 
Internet at this link: https://vimeo.com/178811409 
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The holders of Geneva Technicum diplomas  

Some came to Anières to earn the coveted engineering diploma of the 
Geneva School of Arts and Trades. 
After their four years of studies (sometimes five) there were those who 
were immediately hired by the ORT Central Office110 to teach at the ORT 
schools. Others signed up to be agents in technical cooperation for ORT. 
And lastly, some distinguished themselves in industry and some in 
commerce. 

§ Freddy Sarfati, having trained as an instructor, continued his 
studies at the Geneva School of Engineering (EIG) and received 
certification as an engineer there in 1962. A true captain of 
industry, he founded an important plant in Switzerland to 
produce industrial products for the global market. 

§ Gidéon Meyer came to Anières in 1960. After receiving his 
doctorate he dedicated many long years to ORT. He was named 
Deputy Director General of World ORT in 1999 and held that post 
until his passing in 2010. He participated in the revival of ORT in 
the countries of the former Soviet Union. 

§ Henri Lévy went to teach at ORT Iran for several years. Appointed 
Technical Director there, he most notably developed teaching 
methods. Later he held various positions in the World ORT Union, 
and in 1996 he became Director of International Cooperation in 
charge of the Geneva office. 

§ Michel Malka came to Anières in 1959, specialized in metallurgy, 
and went to teach at ORT India. When he returned he served first 
as a teacher of metallurgy, and then as a dean at EIG. For many 
years he headed the Anières Alumni Association. 

§ Victor Allali was certified as an instructor in 1957 and then took 
evening courses at the Technicum. 

 
110 Among them we shall mention Léon Aleinick, who was first a violinist with the 
Orchestre de la Suisse Romande and then a teacher at the Technicum. He served as a 
technical and pedagogical advisor at the ORT Central Office, and he participated actively 
in the selection and assignment of young graduates to undertake missions abroad for 
ORT.  
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 He then graduated in physics from the University of Geneva, 
served at the ORT Central Office111 in Geneva, and spent many 
years afterward teaching physics at the Geneva School of 
Engineering. 

§ Jacky Cabessa (Class of 1965) graduated from the University of 
Geneva. He taught mathematics at EIG for 25 years. He also taught 
at the Institute for many years, preparing students to apply to EIG 
and to the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, as well as 
teaching for ORT’s Department of Technical Assistance. 

§ Claude Sabbah graduated from EIG in 1973 and spent his entire 
career with ORT. First he taught math and physics at ORT 
Montreuil and at ORT on the Rue des Rosiers in Paris. In 1978 he 
assumed the post of Technical Director at ORT in Teheran. He then 
served as Supervisor (chef des travaux) at ORT Toulouse from 1979 
to 1981. In 1981 he assumed leadership of the centre in Strasbourg 
(numbering more than 500 students) and he held that post for 30 
years! 

§ Maurice Cohen-Zagouri earned a diploma from EIG in 1973. After 
teaching mathematics and electronics in Paris for more than a 
decade he headed the Bramson ORT secondary school in 
Marseille. In 2013, he was appointed Principal of the Girsa Alliance 
School in Geneva. 

§ Roger Chartiel, with a diploma in Architecture, worked for the 
City of Geneva (15 years) before starting his own business. He 
carried out, among other projects112, the renovation of the 
Richemont Hotel in Geneva. 
Starting in 2010 he chaired the Jewish Community of Geneva for 
several years. 

• Elias Frija specialized in business strategy. He headed an IT 
company in Geneva before being appointed Secretary General of 
the Jewish Community of Geneva. 

 
111 David Alberstein was World ORT’s Director of Operations in Geneva at that time, 
having been Principal of the ORT school at Constantine in the 1950s. 
112 Roger Chartiel was the original architect for several schools in Geneva and for the 
renovation of the Jewish cemetery in Cairo.  
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• Another brilliant student of ORT is Jo Benhamou. After studying 
engineering in the seventies, he prepared a Masters in economics 
and finance, followed by a specialization in econometrics at the 
University of Geneva where he became an assistant. After a stint 
at KPMG he became the Managing Director of Edmond Safra. He 
left Safra to found his own successful CBH bank, today present 
everywhere with two hundred employees. 

Many Technicum graduates were unable to find employment with ORT, 
because there were fewer needed to meet the organization’s needs. But 
having become attached to the city of Calvin and feeling at home there, 
they stayed in Geneva. Some continued their studies. They enrolled at 
the University of Geneva — to earn a degree in mathematics, for 
example, or to become physicists. Others continued their studies at the 
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology113, or for that matter at the School 
of Architecture114. For the most part, after their university studies, they 
found employment115 with the Geneva Department of Public Education, 
which was headed at the time by a great friend of the Institute, André 
Chavanne. 
Some were assigned to teach 9th to 11th grade. Others were assigned to 
teach at the Geneva School of Engineering. And yet others found their 
place in France, Belgium, or elsewhere. 
One student who came to Anières in 1960 and had a remarkable career 
was Isaac Benguigui. After receiving a CAP116 in electricity from ORT 
Casablanca and a diploma from the Geneva School of Engineering, he 
received a bachelor’s degree and then a doctorate in physical sciences. 

 
113 Armand Chettrit had charge of technical infrastructures at Philip Morris in Lausanne; 
Samuel Mamane headed his own company in IT training; Noni Benchetrit went into asset 
management after teaching at the Geneva School of Engineering. 
114 Peter Szabady, who graduated in Architecture, distinguished himself in the 1980s as 
a pioneer in the use of solar energy in Switzerland. He authored many writings on that 
subject.  
115 Nearly ten of them taught in the Geneva school system. From memory, there were 
Moise Amsellem, Jacky Cabessa, Simon Benaroche, Isaac Assor, Nessim Myara — and 
Huber Sitbon who, after a career at the Stochastic Information Processing Group (SIP) of 
the University of Geneva, also taught at the Geneva School of Engineering. 
116 CAP: a Vocational Certificate 
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He taught for more than twenty-five years at the University of Geneva. 
He is also known for his books, including Les Nobel juifs de chimie – Le 
partage du savoir au XXème siècle (“The Nobel Jews of Chemistry — The 
Sharing of Knowledge in the 20th Century”) among others. There were 
also graduates who became true captains of industry. Thus Gilbert Zerah 
managed an important and well-known design office117 specializing in 
the planning and construction of abattoirs.  
And lastly, there were those118 who brought their panache to the field of 
industry in Geneva, Zurich, Paris, and even Africa. Across that entire 
record of successes, the principal mission of ORT shows itself 
accomplished indisputably, and as emphatically as could be imagined. 
Indeed, it is hard not to be astonished at the striking success of the great 
majority of graduates from the ORT Institute at Anières. 

The deep thankfulness of the Anières students 
One expression of the students’ thankfulness is in this recent (2011) 
reflection from Louis Dreifuss, who was a student in the 1960s: 

 
117 Louis Dreifuss, Class of 1964, was the Technical Director there. 
118 Lucien Néjar headed the regulation department at Technicair; Jean Boccara sought 
and found success at an American multinational company; Marcel Sayag, after a career 
at BBC (Brown, Boverie & Cie), headed an important cleaning company in Geneva; 
David Haddad spent some time as a consultant and then started his own company in 
plumbing; Gérard Guez, after a short career at 3M, opened one of Geneva’s best known 
ready-to-wear shops; Charles Krief became one of the most prominent tradespeople on 
the Place de Genève. 
Jacques Levy, the present writer, moved to Zurich and was appointed Vice President of 
an important multinational company there. He is an international speaker and has 
published several books about cross-cultural communication and about techniques of 
managing buildings. He has also taught at various hotel schools in Switzerland. Since 
2015, he has been President of the ORT Anières Alumni Association. Charles Sroussi 
was manager of technical support for the international network of distributors at the same 
multinational, and then became a Director at Siemens BT International. 
Isaac Benisty (Climatisation), Albert Stioui (BP), and Julien Guez (IBM) are Directors at 
their companies. 
Georges Garbi headed an important company for water treatment and power plant 
operation in Nigeria. 



 
 

 102 

“Anières was a sincere voluntary fellowship of an entire group who, broadly 
speaking, shared the same philosophy of life and essentially the same social 
background. 
“At that time, in our inchoate youth, we benefited from a unique and probably 
irreproducible system in which we could count on food, lodging, laundry, 
instruction, protection, care, and so on, all free of charge and in an idyllic 
environment. Who would dare call it less than ideal? Unknown to us, the day 
we were selected was the day we hit the jackpot. In the 1960s we were privileged 
students ‘not for commercial use.’ (That is, with all our time to ourselves.) Life 
in Geneva was much easier than in the other countries, where we’d had neither 
enough money nor enough work to support us. Now, in a rich and magnificent 
country, we were strangers; but I never felt like a stranger — neither at my 
studies nor at any stage of my apprenticeships”. 
Today all the Institute’s former students, without exception, hold a 
strong and enduring memory of Anières. They know that their years 
cocooned at the Institute were simply decisive both in their personal life 
and in their career. When they meet with one another, it is not only in 
nostalgia for their halcyon years at Anières; they feel with certainty that 
the ORT Institute truly changed the course of their lives and transformed 
them into free people able to successfully build and manage their 
professional careers. 

The language lab 
 

The young people at the Institute came from more than 15 different 
countries and they all, to put it mildly, had less than a perfect mastery of 
French. They took catch-up courses and, by hook or by crook, they 
eventually mastered the necessary rudiments for understanding the 
language. It wasn’t always easy for the students, nor for the teachers. 
Everyone did their best, and in a matter of months they were on a solid 
footing. 

But the case was different for the 18 Iranian students sent to Anières in 
1967 by the Swiss Confederation and the International Labour 
organization for training that would prepare them to return to Iran as 
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instructors. Those young students spoke nary a word of French and a 
solution had to be found for them at once. 

Alexandre Magat tasked Maurice Aboudaram with developing a 
method, both effective and fast, for teaching them French in order to 
ensure their safe and successful training as instructors of mechanics and 
electricity. That was the genesis of the audio-visual language lab, based 
on a field-proven system119 of teaching. The materials were ordered, the 
lab was constructed, and the results were spectacular. Within a few 
months, thanks to that system and to the involvement of highly 
motivated teachers, the Iranian students made great progress both in 
speaking and in writing. They were able to proceed with their technical 
training on schedule, without obstacles. 
 

 
The language lab at the Institute 

Having succeeded, the same method was then applied to the teaching of 
other languages — particularly at ORT Rome, where more than 3000 
students from countries in the East learned English with an ease that was 
often startling. 

 
119 The system owes its origin to the research centre of St. Cloud Normal School and is 
known under the name “Voix et Images de France”. 
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ORT Technical Assistance120 at the Institute 
It was in 1961, after being asked by a number of governments and 
international organizations, that ORT took up the task of creating a 
Department of Technical Assistance. In the course of 2 years, and in close 
collaboration with the Swiss Technical Cooperation Service, ORT 
provided training at the Institute to Congolese students. In 1962 the 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) entrusted 
ORT with two important training programs in Guinea and in Mali. 
 

 
ORT at Bamako121 

 

 
120 It was Eugene Abrams, an important figure in World ORT, who truly created this 
important department. Adam Scherer was the first coordinator. 
In 1979, Henri Levy (Anières Class of 1964) was called to World ORT in London to serve 
as coordinator for the International Cooperation Department; then in 1996, he was 
transferred to headquarters in Geneva and there — for a decade, until the end of August 
2006 — he headed the International Cooperation Department.  
121 Among ORT’s accomplishments in 1998–2000 was an important project supporting 
the advancement of women at Bamako, the capital of Mali. 
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From 1964 onward, ORT Technical Assistance developed many 
important training projects in Africa, notably in Kenya, Gabon, Côte 
d’Ivoire, the Central African Republic and Senegal; and later, in Chile. 
While that important activity was continuing122, more than 450 students 
from countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America were trained at Anières 
between 1974 and 1993, to be instructors in a wide range of professions, 
thanks to financial support from the Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC). At the start of the 1990s, with the demand for 
instructors declining markedly among ORT’s global network of 
vocational schools, World ORT123 decided not to train any more 
instructors. 
At the same time the SDC decided to refocus its efforts, so that future 
instructors from developing nations would no longer be trained in 
Switzerland. Consequently, World ORT decided to tentatively close ORT 
Anières. 
There was an attempt a year or two later, after renovation of the 
buildings and classrooms, to relaunch Anières with a programme of 
information management training for ORT educators. 
It appears that the project placed too heavy a burden on the budget of 
World ORT, which in 1997 decided to sell the Anières compound to the 
Geneva authorities. Today, the site of the Institute serves as a centre for 
accommodating refugees from the dismantled East European republics 
as well as from Africa.  

 
122 As early as 1966, at the initiative of Alexandre Magat, Maurice Aboudaram and 
Georges Cohen (who had taught for ORT Technical Assistance in Africa over many 
years) and in collaboration with Revox, Switzerland’s first language lab was set up at the 
Institute. A pioneering system in its field, it was initially used by the Geneva School of 
Engineering and then extended to the entire canton of Geneva. The lab did excellent 
service later when absorption classes were instituted for incoming trainees from foreign 
lands. 
123 In 2017 ORT decided to shift the management of that important and productive effort 
to its Washington office, but no great success ensued… 
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ORT at Conakry 1962  

Recognizable beside the local dignitaries are Anières alumnus Georges Cohen 
in white, and Simon Guedj to the right. 

 
An enriching experience in Africa, by Georges Cohen124 
“I completed my vocational training at ORT in Casablanca in 1954 and 
after 2 years in the aeronautical industry I joined the Institute as a teacher. 
I finished my studies at the Technicum, together with Isaac Nahmias, in 
1962. 
“That same year USAID asked ORT to provide technical assistance for 
training in some African countries that had recently gained 
independence. 
“It was the American ORT Federation that signed off on the first 
contracts. 
“ORT hired me in 1972 for Conakry, in Guinea, and my friend Isaac, two 
years later, for Bamako. 
“Our first team in Conakry consisted of 5 people, headed by Simon 
Guedj. Adam Scherer was the head of the Bamako delegation. 

 
124 Georges Cohen belonged to the Union of Jewish Students in Geneva. He would serve 
on several Anières Alumni Association committees. 
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“In order to do any instruction we needed a school. It was up to us to 
construct and furnish one. 
“At the same time we had to find lodgings, cars... in short, a great deal of 
our time was spent on problems of logistics; and the solutions depended 
either on USAID or on the Guinean government. Later our original team 
was reinforced by other Anières alumni and by a robust Israeli 
delegation. 
“I well remember several of them: Vita Halfon, Marcel Cohen-Hadria, 
Asaria Asher, Daniel Bueno, Claude Smadja, Simon Feldman (head of the 
delegation), Alain Cohen and more. 
“Our school for senior staff was teaching close to 200 students by then. It 
quickly became the most important school in the city. 
“In 1965 I accompanied the first class of Guinean students to the ORT 
Institute at Anières. 
“In 1978 I was enlisted to head an ORT delegation for a new project in 
Dakar in collaboration with the YMCA. 
“I was maintaining contacts then with the State Minister for Human 
Development, the USAID administration, the YMCA administration, 
and my friend Simon Feldman who was head of Technical Assistance at 
ORT in Geneva. 
 

 
Georges Cohen with President Abdou Diouf at Saint-Louis, Senegal 

 
“The watchword of our training programme was: ‘Our students must be 
tomorrow’s answer to the needs of industry, not tomorrow’s 
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unemployed.’ Gratifyingly, at the end of their training, our students 
quickly did find work or start their own businesses. 
“For a specialized class of 22 students we had 200 applicants. Our 
students were impressive — eager to learn despite living under often 
difficult conditions. 
“That school produced masons, mechanics, electricians and 
seamstresses. Later, there was training in agriculture and forestry. 
“For all of us who served in Africa, our adventure there on behalf of ORT 
was an enriching professional endeavour and a deep human 
experience”. 
 
 

What became of the Anières graduates? 
From 1949 to 1999 ORT trained more than 1500 teachers and engineers. 
Many returned to their home countries, while others settled in France, 
Israel and the USA. Many stayed in Switzerland and in nearby areas of 
France. The great majority of Anières graduates succeeded in life. They 
hold, or held, important positions in various professional, technical and 
commercial sectors. Many distinguished themselves in manufacturing, 
engineering, innovative technologies, banking, commerce, marketing, 
insurance, etc. … There are also many who remained with ORT — some 
as teachers, some as staffers, and some as Principals of ORT schools. The 
present writer has told the story of numerous Anières graduates in two 
videos which can be viewed on line: 

Link for watching the 2013 video  
The Ex-Students of Anières: What has become of them? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Id5NgrfgbA  

Link for watching the 2016 video  
ORT Anières Institute: The Very First Students 
https://vimeo.com/178811409 

Those videos give expression in images to the way life was in the ORT 
Institute at Anières. They are also a vivid tribute to ORT and to its great 
impact on training and pedagogy around the world. They emphasize the 
enormous contribution of the trainers who came to study at Anières 
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between 1949 and 1959, and who brought faith and enthusiasm to the 
training of their own thousands of students. 

The influence of the Anières alumni on the Geneva Jewish 
community 
Almost 300 Anières alumni, Sephardic by background, stayed to make 
their homes in Switzerland (primarily in Geneva) and in neighbouring 
France. Most of those former students started families, thus enriching the 
Geneva Jewish community. 

The community saw its numbers increasing steadily and significantly. 
Little by little these Anières graduates, attached to their traditions, joined 
the regulars at the community’s various meeting places, cultural centres 
and religious centres. The Jewish population had been mostly 
Ashkenazic until then and, as the new millennium started, it was 
experiencing a slow transformation. The number of Sephardim among 
the Jews of Geneva was becoming comparable to the number of 
Ashkenazim. 

As of 2017 Geneva was home to a diverse Jewish population125 and it 
included 200 Moroccan-born alumni, 50 Tunisian-born alumni and 
perhaps two dozen from other countries. They participate actively at 
various Jewish institutions, among which the most notable are B'nai 
B'rith, the Jewish Community of Geneva, Hekhal Haness126, the Liberal 
Jewish Community of Geneva (GIL), the Girsa Alliance School, AAA-
ORT (the Alumni Association) and a variety of charitable organizations. 
Together with their families (including children and grandchildren) they 
amount to roughly 1500 souls — approximately half the community. It 
can be confidently assumed that during the 2020s, their number will 
grow further. They have rapidly adjusted to life in Geneva and they are 
part of the economic, social and cultural development of Geneva and of 

 
125 Mostly organized under either the Jewish Community of Geneva or GIL (the Liberal 
Jewish Community of Geneva). 
126 Envisioned and founded by Nessim and Renée Gaon and dedicated in 1972. It is the 
largest among Geneva’s six Jewish houses of worship and the most important Sephardic 
synagogue in Europe. It has transformed Jewish life in Geneva. 
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Switzerland. They hold, or have held, important positions in teaching, 
industry, administration, commerce, off-the-rack fashion, banking and 
insurance. 

In short, since 1960 the Geneva Jewish community has metamorphosed 
and the underlying cause is the regular arrival of ORT Anières students 
during the late 20th century and their active participation in community 
life, as well the many alumni who have joined the Jewish Community of 
Geneva. When the Liberal Jewish Community of Geneva was created in 
1970 it also attracted many of them. For everyone the 1972 advent of 
Hekhal Haness, the new synagogue, provided both a highly appreciated 
place of worship and a centre for cultural assemblies. 

In order not to forget: The Anières Alumni Association 
(AAA-ORT) www.aaa-ort.com 

In 1987 former Anières students created the Anières Alumni Association 
in Geneva. In French it is abbreviated AAA-ORT127 or more often 3A. 
Since that year they have met regularly to enjoy the recollection of their 
halcyon student years. 
Their activities are recreational, cultural and social. In addition, they 
contribute funds128 for the improvement of infrastructures at some of the 
ORT schools. Particularly notable is their regular support for Anières 
Elite Academy, which since 2013 has been a veritable reincarnation of the 
Institute inside Israel. Each year since 2014 a meeting of Anières Geneva 
alumni and Anières Elite Academy alumni is organized. There are 
several films evincing the warm and benevolent atmosphere of those 
moving encounters. 
Meeting 30, 40 or more than 50 years after Anières, they are snowy-
haired but they remain receptive in spirit to all that is beautiful, good and 

 
127 The Association’s most important Presidents have been Masha Alimi, Michel Malka, 
Jacques Levy, Armand Chettrit, Michel Titane and Charly Krief. Since 2015 the President 
of AAA-ORT has been, for the second time, Jacques Levy. 
128 The Anières Alumni Association participated in the “World ORT’s Regeneration” 
project. In 2007 it donated new computer equipment to the “Shalom Aleikhem” ORT 
school in Vilnius. 



 
 

 111 

noble — to the “messages of beauty, hope, cheer, courage and power 
from men and from the Infinite”.129 They have stayed surprisingly young. 

 

 
The AAA-ORT committee130 in 2003 

 
129 In the fine words of Jewish writer Samuel Ullman from his famous poem “Youth”. 
130 Left to right: Maxime Mimouni, Jean-Jacques Cohen-Solal, Armand Chettrit, Michel 
Malka (President), Hubert Sitbon, Charly Krief and Jean Boccara. 
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The Sephardic evening at the Jewish Centre in 1994 
More than 150 former Anières students and their spouses met for an 
evening enlivened by an Andalusian orchestra that had come especially 
from Paris. The gathering, in the presence of the Chief Rabbi and of the 
leader of the Jewish Community of Geneva, was for the specific purpose 
(if one was needed) of an Alumni Association tribute to Joseph Daniéli, 
who was there with his wife. He had been a highly admired teacher of 
history, Hebrew, and Bible for many years, an incomparable storyteller 
who could captivate his students with colourful Biblical stories. Daniéli, 
his voice charged with emotion, took the floor to say how much he had 
been enriched by his years at the Institute with the students of the many 
classes; and those students all affectionately kept him in their memories. 

 
Joseph Daniéli at the Sephardic evening in 1994 
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As President of the Anières Alumni Association, Jacques Levy delivers 

a welcome. 
At left, the Chief Rabbi of Geneva; at centre, the President of 

the Jewish Community of Geneva 

Also present and also honoured was Alexandre Magat, who had served 
as Principal of the Institute from 1959 to 1969. Magat, visibly happy to 
see his old students, departed from his natural reserve and addressed 
the gathering with enthusiasm. He expressed his pride in belonging to 
the great organization that is ORT, his pride in having fulfilled his 
mission as Principal and, above all, his gratification at the professional 
success of the great majority of Anières graduates. 
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Alexandre Magat addressing the Anières alumni  

at the Sephardic evening in 1994  
 

 
The Anières Alumni Committee in 2015  

Left to right: Armand Chettrit, Samuel Mamane, Masha Alimi, Georges Cohen, 
Michel Cohen, Michel Beruben, David Ohana, Marc Perez, Jacques Levy 
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The alumni association’s summer barbecues 
 

 
End of June, 1972. A barbecue at the Institute 

David Chemla, seen from behind, J. Soudry, Obadia Benamram (eating from the 
skewer); and Moïse Benedid (sitting on the wall) 

 

For many years the students organized barbecue parties on the Institute’s 
grounds during the summer and many guests from outside participated. 

Members of the Alumni Association (the 3A) treasure the memory of 
those gatherings and so, since 2015, similar gatherings have been held at 
the Girsa131 Alliance School at Veyrier near Geneva. More than 100 people 
on the average participate each June in the summer get-together. Music, 
good fellowship and tasty food characterize the event, which everyone 
looks forward to and enjoys. It is a pleasant renewal of acquaintanceship 
for all, always marked by laughter, jokes, and the sharing of innumerable 
memories — beautiful days among the Swiss 3A, planned and 
supervised by the committee down to the smallest details. 

 
131 It is thanks to the generosity of the Principal of that school, Maurice Cohen-Zagouri 
(Anières Class of 1973) that all these get-togethers have taken place since then. 
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Images from the 3A barbecue at the Girsa Alliance School in Geneva, 2015 

Gala evenings of the Anières alumni 
There have been several gala evenings since the founding of the Anières 
Alumni Association. Two will remain etched forever in all hearts. The 
first — on May 19, 1990 — was held at the Noga Hilton (today the 
Kempinsky Hotel) when the committee was headed by Michel Malka. 
People came from everywhere to meet again, laugh, sing and recall their 
student days. There were moving moments. Some alumni hadn’t seen 
one another in 40 years! Jacqueline Maus132 chaired the evening. 
Many of Geneva’s political, financial and artistic personalities attended. 
There was a sit-down dinner followed by a great ball enlivened by 

 
132 Jacqueline Maus became President of ORT Switzerland in 1973 and held the post for 
many years. A great lady who was very close to the Institute’s students, she was elected 
Vice President of World ORT in 1977.  



 
 

 117 

Botkine’s Boys133. A memorable evening! Alain Liscia134 shot a video on 
the occasion and material from that video went into The Ex-Students of 
Anières: What has become of them?135  
 

 
Jacqueline Maus, with Michel Malka (left) and Jacques Levy136 

 

 
They flocked to Geneva in 1990 for the gala evening 

 

Then there was the 3A gala organized for November 21, 2015 at 
Archamps, on the outskirts of Geneva. Jacques Levy chaired the 
committee that organized it for the 30th anniversary of the 3A, and the 
evening mirrored its predecessor — marked by emotion, merriness and 
the pleasure of once more meeting together. Alumni came from all over, 

 
133 Alex Botkine was a math teacher at the Central Institute and at the Technicum. He 
was also the energetic leader of those gypsy-style musicians! 
134 Alain Liscia came to study at the Institute in 1959. 
135 The film can be found at the Alumni Association website, www.aaa-ort.com, or by 
searching the web. 
136 Jacques Levy chaired this unforgettable evening. 
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solely for the pleasure of reassembling, recalling their days at the 
Institute and once more saluting the immense achievements of ORT 
around the world. Some hadn’t seen one another for half a century! A 
delegation of students137 came from the Anières Elite Academy in Israel 
to attend, and there was dancing late into the night! 

The Anières alumni reassembled again in 2015 near Geneva for a 
memorable gala138 

 

 
These alumni had come to Anières in the 1950s139… 

 
137 They numbered 8 boys and girls, and they formed many ties with the alumni! 
138 World ORT Educational Director Vladimir Dribrinskiy, Vladimir Halpérin’s son 
Daniel, and Daniel’s wife were present for this impressive evening. 
139 Left to right: Arieh Shimon, Freddy Sarfati, Victor Pavoncello, Henri Cohen and 
Gillian Zemmour. 
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Alumni from the Class of 1972, reunited 

 

 
The festive hall, with Anières Elite Academy students in the foreground 

 

 
Israeli students from a number of classes140  

 
140 Seated, left to right: Avraham Bar-Shai, Moty Even-Chen 
Standing: Marcel Satchi, Michael Alkalay, Jacques Levy. 
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The sale of the ORT Central Institute at Anières to the 
Geneva authorities 
Meeting of the Grand Council of Geneva, 
Friday, April 30, 1999, 5:00 p.m. 
54th legislature, 2nd year, 6th session, 17th meeting 
 

“It was thus with great satisfaction that the motioners learned that the 
Organization for Rehabilitation through Training (ORT) has agreed to sell the 
buildings that it owns in Anières and that an agreement proved attainable with 
this commune making possible the accommodation of 300 applicants, the 
Confederation having agreed, moreover, to funding of 4.4 million francs for the 
acquisition of those buildings and 7 million francs for their renovation”. 
It was a momentous decision on the part of the ORT leadership to divest 
itself of that Institute, because heavy consequences impended. 
A training centre that was unique in the organization’s history closed its 
doors at a time when there was still so much to do — both in vocational 
training and in fundraising. 141 
The Central Institute in Anières–Geneva, with its countryside location, 
its many workshops, its classrooms and its overall infrastructure, had 
been ideal for the purpose! 
Happily, the desire, determination, generosity and boldness of two 
exceptional men raised the ORT Anières Institute from its ashes after 13 
years. 
It was thus one of the Anières alumni, unresigned to the Institute’s 
closure, who came knocking at the door of the World ORT leadership in 
London to propose a plan of action inspired by the Anières programmes. 
That was how Anières alumnus Marc Hamon142 came together with 
World ORT Director General Robert Singer to set down the terms for 
opening a new “ORT Anières Institute” in Israel. 
Their historic agreement envisioned neither more nor less than the 
opening, in Israel, of a new Anières. Marc Hamon made a significant 

 
141 An organization such as ORT draws its revenues from vocational training contracts 
and from the generosity of its donors around the world. 
142 Marc Hamon successfully founded a business of his own in electronics. 
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contribution to this new school, which would be known thereafter by a 
name that carried renown: Anières Elite Academy. 
 
The following section describes the new school’s launching in further 
detail, along with its programmes and objectives. 

The rebirth of Anières in 2013 at Nahalal143, Israel 

 

Anières Elite Academy is a remarkable achievement bringing a form of 
Israeli-based rebirth to the famous ORT Central Institute that stood in 
Anières. It attained the light of day thanks to the willingness and 
experience of World ORT, together with the generosity and 
determination of an important donor —an alumnus of Anières Geneva 
who prefers to remain anonymous. The financial support that he 
furnished has given Anières Elite Academy the ability to provide top-
quality training to more than 450 students over the subsequent 17 years 
of the planned program. The training at Anières Elite Academy is 
inspired by the example of the ORT Anières Institute which, for half a 
century in the wake of the Second World War (1947–1997), trained Jewish 
students who came from Europe, Africa and Israel. The objective of 
Anières Elite Academy is to train talented young Jews who have come 
from all over the world, in the idyllic environment of the WIZO campus 
at Nahalal near Haifa, first to achieve matriculation and then to proceed 
to the prestigious Israel Institute of Technology — the Technion — to 
earn a diploma in electronics engineering, computer science, civil 
engineering, or mechanical engineering. ORT watches over those young 
people throughout their studies, just as it watched over the students at 
the Anières Institute for half a century, and finds them the financial aid 
that they need to successfully complete their curriculum. 

 
143 The campus that accommodates the students of the ORT Anières Elite Academy at 
Nahalal belongs to WIZO. It is located near Haifa, not far from the renowned Technion. 
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The Nahalal campus housing Anières Elite Academy 

  
The main objectives of Anières Elite Academy 

• To train an elite group of boys and girls who will be Israel’s 
spearhead in the realms of science and technology and will 
leverage the value of the programme in industry, in academe 
and in public leadership. 

• To provide optimal study conditions for the girls and boys who 
excel in science and technology, and to ensure a smooth passage 
from secondary education to engineering studies at the Technion 
for those admitted there. 

• To relieve the shortage of engineers in Israel by training some 
450 engineers, men and women, who will be leaders in Israel’s 
hi-tech and industrial sector. 

• To foster togetherness among the girls and boys selected from 
around the world to be students in the programme. 
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The historic first encounter of AAA and AEA in Israel 
On October 27, 2014, at Nahalal near Haifa, a meeting of great historic 
significance took place. There, at a moving ceremony144, 40 members145 of 
the ORT Anières Alumni Association (AAA) had come to meet the first 
88 students of a new ORT school named Anières Elite Academy (AEA) 
which opened its doors at Nahalal, Israel, in September 2013. 
 

 
The delegation of Anières alumni upon their arrival at Nahalal 

 

 
Anières #1 and Anières #2 together 

 

 
144 Participating at the ceremony were the top administration of World ORT Israel as well 
as Marc Harmon, who — together with Robert Singer — founded the new school.  
145 The Anières alumni came from all over: Switzerland, Israel, France, and the USA. 
The Alumni Association donated a wall clock for the campus.  
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The meeting at Nahalal provided for the forming of close, warm and 
long-lasting contacts between the alumni of Anières–Geneva - some of 
whom by now have attained an impressive age and most of whom have 
had remarkable careers - and the young students of Anières Elite 
Academy. All the youngsters were interested in following the example 
of their predecessors. Thus the experience, expertise and know-how of 
the one group became a resource for their young counterparts who, in a 
few years, will become the continuers of Anières Alumni Association. 
That visit made apparent the deep desire on the part of ORT’s 
administrators to endow the new generation of students with the values 
and spirit of the Anières Institute, which had indisputably contributed 
one of the finest pages to the history of ORT — training more than 2000 
Jewish and non-Jewish students during 50 years at the outskirts of 
Geneva and thus benevolently changing the course of their lives. 
The Anières alumni haven’t forgotten. They still remember their halcyon 
years of studying at the Institute, surrounded by the cheery and bucolic 
countryside of Geneva. 
In turn, they contribute to the success and further development of 
Anières Elite Academy.  
ORT, considered one of the world’s greatest school systems, tirelessly 
continues its work for the advancement and training of young Jews and 
non-Jews, as it has done for nearly 140 years. 
ORT sees Anières Elite Academy as one of its most notable achievements 
of the past 20 years. 
During their second visit to Israel in May of 2016, the group of Anières–
Geneva alumni was welcomed by a student body of more than 150 boys 
and girls at Anières Elite Academy. 
A 12-minute film of the historic first meeting between the Anières 
Alumni of Geneva and Anières Elite Academy — from October 27, 
2014 — can be seen on the web at http://vimeo.com/112737182 
(password: Helen). 
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The 2015 visit to Geneva by students from Anières Elite 
Academy 
On November 21, 2014, on the occasion of the Alumni Association’s gala 
marking its 30th anniversary, a delegation of 8 students from Anières 
Elite Academy (AEA) - led by Ira Lotman as educator in charge - came 
from Israel to join the celebration. For everyone, it was a great moment 
of sharing. Anières alumni and AEA youngsters brought together! They 
sensed their belonging to a single ORT family! They exchanged 
memories and, together, they revelled in this historic encounter. The 
Anières alumni understood on that evening that they are not a dying 
breed. Those young people would take up the torch of the Anières 
alumni one day and, in Israel, they would perpetuate the spirit and the 
universal values of ORT. For their part the youngsters understood that 
they were the bearers of a mission: to carry the torch onward toward the 
future generations. The next day they were taken by Michel Cohen146 to 
visit the ORT Central Institute at Anières. 147 

 
 

     The delegation of AEA students, at the Institute  

 
146 Michel Cohen (Class of 1966, and a member of the 3A committee) accompanied them 
throughout their stay in Switzerland. 
147 It was a very emotional moment for the young people of AEA. The 3A also organized 
several visits to various sites to give them a picture of French-speaking Switzerland. 
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The third meeting in Israel of AAA and AEA, on November 
15, 2017  
Upon the admission of the first AEA students to the Technion  
 
 

“In an atmosphere of fellowship and following a tradition that began in 
2014, a 21-member delegation from the Anières Alumni Association 
visited the students of the Elite Academy (AEA) in Israel. This third 
meeting was distinguished by a ceremony welcoming the first AEA 
graduates into the Israel Institute of Technology, Haifa’s prestigious 
Technion. At that wonderful campus various sessions and 
demonstrations showed us the importance of innovative technologies in 
the training of future engineers. It was an unforgettable time for us all. 
“The firm ties that have linked AAA and AEA since the new school was 
founded in 2013 are further reinforced each time again in this way, to the 
benefit of the worthy students who have arrived from the 4 corners of 
the world to study in Israel under the wing of ORT”. 148 
 

 
The Anières–Geneva delegation in 2017 

(Not shown here are the Israelis who arrived at Nahalal separately.) 
 

 
 

 
148 From an article in the Geneva press. 
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A welcome from the Technion administration 

 
 
 
 

 
The Technion’s first students from the AEA,  

at their welcoming ceremony 
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Graduates from the Class of 2017 introduce themselves  

to the ORT administration and to the delegation of Anières alumni 
 
 

 
Anières alumni and young AEA graduates in 2017 
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Remarks149 by the president of AAA-ORT at the Technion 
November 15, 2017 

In the presence of the AEA graduates who succeeded at the Technion 
entrance exams 

Dear Avi Ganon, 
Dear Marc Hamon, 
Dear Members of the AAA Delegation, 
Dear Directors and Professors, 
Dear Friends, 
Dear Graduates, 

In the name of the AAA-ORT delegation, I would here like to express our 
pleasure to be with you today. We take pleasure in this ceremony; a great 
moment, which marks the first step of the Anières Elite Academy programme. 
After 4 years of preparatory studies at the Nahalal campus, the first AEA 
students will now enter the well-known universities — the Technion of Haifa 
and Ben Gurion University in Beer Sheva — in order to achieve the final goal: 
To be qualified engineers. 
At the same time it demonstrates that the efforts undertaken by the leaders of 
World ORT Kadima Mada are rewarded. 
I would like to address Avi Ganon and all his collaborators, as well as to all the 
teachers: my sincere congratulations. 
To today’s graduates, for your determination and your efforts on behalf of the 
AAA Association, we tell you simply: Bravo! 
Dear students, it is with emotion that I speak to you because I know that today 
is the day! 
You are definitely entering the boulevard of high studies, that of deep knowledge. 
For sure, you are opening this beautiful way that will allow you to be free men 
and women. 
Free and at the same time stronger to master your future. 

 
149 These remarks were delivered in English, as a common language for addressing the 
Israeli students of AEA. 
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To reach this noble target, to also show that you deserve the confidence put in 
you by World ORT Kadima Mada, there is no secret: it will be mandatory that 
you to work very hard. 
During these long and fascinating future years of studies you will have to 
concentrate, prepare and pass your successive examinations, day after day. 
To progress always more towards the final goal: obtaining your engineering 
degree. 
Alongside your studies, never forget the importance of opening your spirit to 
culture: I am thinking of literature, the discovery of the major authors, great 
music and composers, the arts in general. 
Be always curious about the world which surrounds you. 
You will consequently be richer and open towards others. 
We, the alumni of the Anières ORT Institute, know quite well your feelings at 
this important moment in life. We were in your position more than half-a-
century ago in Geneva. 
More than 1000 students of ORT Anières Geneva are indebted to the unique 
work of ORT, which changed the course of their life. 
We became stronger and all of us were or still are today successful as industrial 
managers, university professors, administrators, writers and even bankers. 
We understand and fully appreciate what is needed in terms of work and of 
determination to reach the purpose. 
Since the creation of the wonderful Nahalal programme our association has 
shown you its constant interest as well as its support for the fulfilment of the 
objectives of AEA. 
Dear students, I come to my conclusion: we all are proud of you! 
The future is truly in your hands, so let's make the most of it. 
Good Luck! 
Behatslakha lakhem 
Jacques Levy 
President of the AAA-ORT Association 
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Had Aaron Syngalowski chanced to return this evening… 
 

 

Aaron Syngalowski left us forever in 1956. Although he was one of the 
founders of the World ORT Union in the early 1920s he was only 67 when 
he died. As a youth in his native Russia, Aaron had quickly and 
accurately discerned the great need for education among the often-
persecuted young Jews. His future, at that point, was already in the 
cards: the young Doctor of Law began working under the auspices of 
ORT. Engaging public opinion, he obtained funds for training as a way 
of rehabilitating Jewish youth. Vocational schools sprang up 
everywhere. Syngalowski’s ideas, novel at the time, took root: 
“assistance through work” and “the right to work”. He arrived in 
Switzerland after the war and established schools and apprenticeship 
centres for thousands of Jewish refugees. It was in Switzerland that he 
founded what would become a huge network of ORT schools in Europe 
and worldwide. Those ORT vocational schools needed instructors and 
educators so, in 1947, he conceived of a training centre to turn out 
qualified instructors. A year later he persuaded the World ORT Union 
Congress to allocate the necessary funds; in 1949 the ORT Central 
Institute at Anières came into being. Over the course of half-a-century, 
that centre — unique in the world — would train almost 2000 young 
people whose calling, in turn, was to teach and to serve the objectives of 
ORT around the world. His ceaseless campaign in the service of 
education, his vision and his achievements will remain etched forever in 
the history of ORT. If he came back to us today he would reach the 
gratifying conclusion that his work was continuing successfully around 
the world and the powerful ideas that guided his activity have endured 
and have inspired his successors. They have become the worldwide 
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values of ORT, acknowledged everywhere on the planet. Any Anières 
alumni whom he encountered would easily recognize something of 
themselves in him. United around values that they absorbed as Anières 
students, they would demonstrate to him that long after their studies 
they still remember the great gift they received from ORT: excellent 
education in the idyllic surroundings of cosmopolitan Geneva. They 
would then proudly let the founding father know what they matured 
into: free and modern people, competent to contentedly manage their 
own destiny following their studies at the Institute. He would smile and 
shake their hands, turning initially to the first students, those of the 1950s 
who in turn trained hundreds of young people; then those who 
nourished the ORT concept with their own knowledge; and finally to all 
those who demonstrated, through their remarkable careers, that he had 
been right. If he came back, Aaron Syngalowski would conclude that the 
Anières Institute, which closed its doors in 1999, was alive again in Israel. 
Anières Elite Academy, founded 14 years later in 2013 and inspired by 
the programmes and the spirit of Anières, is once more welcoming young 
people from all over the world, furnishing them with a solid modern 
education and turning them into men and women who control their own 
destiny. Contented, this man — whose natural modesty stood in contrast 
to his resounding achievements — would feel a deep sense of work well 
done and he would certainly partake of the same strong emotion that has 
visited us this evening150 and celebrate, with the Anières alumni from all 
over the globe, the 30th anniversary of our association. So let us alumni, 
who owe him so much, tell this great man, simply and in unison: 
 
Thank you, Monsieur Syngalowski, from the bottom of our hearts! 

  

 
150 This item in memory of Aaron Syngalowski is taken from a brochure that was prepared 
for the 30th-anniversary gala evening of the 3A. 
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Conclusion 
 
Since its creation in 1881 the activities of ORT in the world have been 
innumerable — and how praiseworthy! 
The extraordinary story of the ORT Central Institute at Anières is surely 
one of the finest pages in the organization’s history. To this day all the 
students who came to Anières with a heart full of hope and eager for new 
knowledge, retain a deeply held memory of that place which, for each 
successive class of students, certainly cradled the best years of their lives. 
Every graduate of Anières has to some degree, later in life, added to the 
luminous effect of ORT’s work around the world. 
Within the confines of this book it would obviously be impossible to say, 
to tell, to mention everything, considering the richness of all those years 
at Anières. Brevity was necessary and it was no easy thing! I ask the 
forgiveness of those whom I have failed to mention. 
If their names are missing the reason is simply absent-mindedness, 
insufficient information or, once more, the limited number of pages for 
this publication. 
The ORT Central Institute at Anières closed its doors and was sold to the 
Geneva authorities more than 20 years ago. 
Fortunately, since 2013, thanks to the immense generosity of an Anières 
alumnus and his loyalty to the values of ORT, the spirit of the ORT 
Central Institute at Anières has reawakened under the name of Anières 
Elite Academy in Israel. 
Those two institutions may be considered, without exaggeration, the two 
most glorious pages in the magnificent history of ORT. 
  



 
 

 134 

Poem: Just Between Us 

On the occasion of the 3A 25th anniversary evening, 24 November 2011 
What a pleasure it is to assemble with classmates 
in sleeping Geneva, its streets half-deserted, 
and speak of our lives, have a laugh, have a drink 
and recall how as youngsters we studied and flirted. 
  
We’ve come from afar, we look back many years, 
we have friends who from cares of this life have been freed. 
But greying or bald, we’re together this evening, 
and as for our troubles, we’ll pay them no heed. 
  
From faraway lands we’ve arrived, and brought with us 
the cultural savours of various climes, 
but we still speak the French we absorbed in Geneva 
and speak in that accent of halcyon times. 
  
For the fine preparations, let’s thank the committee, 
The ones who conceived this superb jubilee. 
If not for their efforts, we wouldn’t be gathered. 
I ask you to kindly applaud them with me. 
  
As we sit among beautiful women, the music 
reminds us of songs and of frivolous rhymes 
we would sing at the top of our lungs on the bus 
to the Tec in those wonderful Institute times. 
  
Let’s also thank ORT, which provided the schooling 
that gave us so much, for we feel we were brought 
to a world that is better, where comradeship, strictness, 
and kindness can all coexist and be taught. 
  
So what more can we ask? To be active and healthy, 
keep talking, keep joking, stay morally strong, 
and to hope we preserve our supply of good humour 
and gather together again before long. 
       
      Jacques Levy  
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The ORT Central Institute at Anières opened its doors in 1949, originally in 
order to train instructors for teaching various trades. A decade later, in 1959, the 
ORT-Union, together with the Geneva School of Engineering, decided to train 
engineers at Anières. Thus the Institute, by 1986, had trained more than a 
thousand students to be engineers. 
Life as it was at the Institute; the students, their origins, their daily routine, their 
hopes; the successive classes, the teachers, the infrastructures; the graduates’ 
many and varied professional careers; their contribution in Geneva and 
beyond — in short, who they became — will all be found here. This book bears 
witness, lest it be forgotten, that the ORT Central Institute at Anières was an 
incubator of professional training and technical achievement! Because not only 
was this the place that opened our eyes to a new world; for most of us it was 
even, beyond a doubt, one of the finest accomplishments of ORT. 
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