
MINUTESOF THEANNUALG0\1E1ALMEMING OF BRITISHO.R.T.
HELDON MONDAY.lathAPRIL.1966,AT MICHAELHOUSE. 

67, BAKM STREET,LONDON,W.1:AT 6 pial.

Present: Hr.GabrielD.

Mr. JeremyBarnett
Mr. IrvingBenjamin
MissBlewis
MissI. Burnett
MasterA.S.Diamond
MissA. Ebrl
Mr:G. alonbogon
Mr.S.Freeman
Mr.H. W. Futter
Mr. IsmerGlasman
MissS. Glicksman
Mr.H. Goldberg
LadyHenriques
Mr.GeorgeHim

Apologies:
Mrs:L. Ashley
Mr. DeniSCohen
Mr. A. L. Dollond
Dr. S. Gaon
Mrs. L. Greenfield


Sacher- in theChair

Mr.J. Kahan
Mr. Peter Levine
Dr.C. S. Lewsen
Mir.VictorLucas
Mr.F.Millar
Mrs.J.Mhran
MissMose
MissL. Pilsek
Mrs.L. Rene4dartin
Mr.& Mrs.L. Rtwo
Dr.M. C. Schaul
Mr.G. Stone
Mr. S. Zimmerman

SirBarnettJanner
Mr.DavidRobbins
Mr.PeterRoss
Mrs.R. Soskin
Mrs.L. Warshaw

In openingtheMeeting,theChairmanapologisedfor thefactthat,
tt otherfunctionsbeingheldthateveningin MichaelHoube,theroomwas

not as attractiveas thoseusedon previousoccasionsforAnnualGeneral
Meetingsof BritishO.T.

1. 1IINILTES

The minutesof
March,1965,havingbcen
Committee,were takenas


thepreviousAnnualGeneralMeeting,helden 29th
circulatedto membersandexaminedby the Ekecutive
read,therebeingno objections. 3.
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TheChairmanextendeda verywarmwelcometo allthosepresent,and
went on to commenton thework of O.R.T.in generalandmorespecificallythitof BritishO.R.T. Themostimportantfactorin theyearunderreviewwas thatthe incomeof BritishO.R.T.was nearly£96,000as comparedwith£90,000for
the previousyear.

They had beenparticularlyfortunate,havingreceiveda largedona:ionfromthe KesslerFoundationof £32,500whichsumhadbeenr.usedto establish
a Girls'Schoolat Ramleh-Lydd,Israel. Thismoneyhadbeenmade availablefrom
a Trustestablishedby thelateLeopoldKesslerverymanyyearsago and0.R.?.
weredeoplygratefulto theKesslerfamily. TheChairmanrecomnendedthataspecialletterof thanksfromtheMeetingshouldbe sentto recordtheir
gratitude.

In Britain,O.R.T.was mainlya fund-raisingorganisationas thereworeno O.R.T.schools,butitswork couldnot be describedonlyin financialterns.
Thedifferentialeffecton thosewho receiveinstructionand thosewho do no-,,
couldbe very tragicif one thinksin termsof thehumanbeingsinvolved,and ithas beensaidthatin neglectinga child'seducationfor 5 to 6 years,a humanbeingwas lost for 50 to 60 years. In 1965,theenrolmentin 0..T schools
reachedovnr45,000boys,girls,men andwomen. In Israelalone25,000enrolled,
and numbershad increasedgenerpllythroughouttheworld. Thepatternof OJZ.T.educationtodaydoesnot differfrompreviousyears,but thorehas beenmore
emphasisin Israeland in France. It had beenexpectedthatthe demandsin
theMoslemcountrieswo'Llddiminishin proportionto thoJewishpooplethere,but it has not and tho roasonis significant,forthoJewishfamilieshavn
becomeconvincedthatwhorltheyemigratotheyshouldtakeout in skillallthey
can acquire.This factin turnstrainedtheCentralbudget. The problemsof
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educationwereverygreat.Normally,one of theproblemswas thatof students
who droppedoutand disappeared,butin tho Case of O.R.T.itwas thereverse,
as theyhad theproblemof students"droppingin". Moreandmorepeople
wishedto availthemselvesof educationalfacilities,oftenmorethanO.R.T.
couldaccommodate.Thisplacedtheburdenof findingthemeansto finance
educationto meetthedemands.O.R.T.couldbe describedas a catalystbecause
it releasedfundsin othercountries,veryoftenfromGovernmentsources,which
weuldnot otherwisebe available. If one reflectedon theproblemof education
generally,itwas interestingto considerthatthePresidentof theCouncilof
EbonomicAffairsin the U.S.A.hadestimatedthatout of the annualgrowthin
theireconomicpotentialovertheyears,ono-halfis attributableto inputof
capitaland the otheris attributeaeto education,whichwas a tremendously
significantfactor. This couldbe seenin countrieslikeIsrael
snd otherswith a highstpedardof achievement,in comparisonwith theunder-
developedcountries. O.R.T.is engagedin thisactivityandwas transforming'
the countriesin whichit was active. In Bombay,the firstclasswouldsoon
graduatefromtheO.R.T.School,and overthe next3 to ID years,a distinct
changein theJewishcommunityin Bombaywouldbecomeevident. This,he went
on,was onlythegeneralbackercundto O.R.T.,butmembersshouldalsobearin
mind the socialsignificanceratherthanthepurelyfinancialaspect,'Nearer
home,saidtheChairman,he wouldliketo thankall themembersof BritishO.R.T.
present- andthosewho wereunavoidablyabsent- fortheirunstintedefforts
and,in fact,everyboaywho had contributedto the1965result. TheChairman
expressedhis gratitudeto his colleagueson tho Ekecutiveforthe considerable
successthathad beenachieeed,andespeciallythankedMiss Burnett,Mr.Goldberg
and thestaffof BritishO.R.T.who had labouredundernot verycomfortable
conditionsthroughouttheyearwithalltho administrativeproblemsandfund-
raisingefforts.

In conclusion,Mr. SachersaidthatBritishO.R.T.was notonlyin
the Londonarea. Effortswerebeingmadeto launchprogrammesin theprovinces,
and a grouphad justbeenestablishedin Wales.

If membershad anyspecificquestionsto put,he wouldbe happyto
answerthembeforethe closeof themeeting.

3. PAS3INGOF AUDITEDACCOUNTSFOR1965


In presentingtheAccoents,NasterDiamondsaidthatMr. Dollondhad
had to go to Israelin connectionwith theaffairsof O.R.T.,andhad asked
him to presenttheAccountson hisbehalf,whichhe wes veryhappyto do andto
answeranyquestionson them. On theright-handsideof thestatement,ho drew
attentionto tho figureof £89,5'::3whichcomparedwith thopreviousyear's
figereof £82,855(whichwas thena record)showeda net increaseof about
£7,000whichwas the largestsumtheyhad as yet reached. Fromthefinancial
pointof view,theyearhadb‘oenverysatisfactory. It wouldbe remembered,he

said,thatWord ORT Unionmustfindwell over£4 millionto spendon theschools
which it maintainsto providetheeducationof studentswho numberedover45,000;
so thereis a greatdealofmoneyto be found. However,it was satisfactoryto
haveraisedthe figereto itspresentlevel.

Turningto the left-handsideof theStatementof Account,Master
Diamonddrewattentionto thedonationof £32,500receivedfromthcKesslerTrust
which theChairmanhad alreadymentioned.Therewas alsothe donationof £10,00m

3
	

fromtheWelfeonFoundationandO.R.T.had to expresstheirthanksalsofor

thatgift.

The totalproductof BritishWomentsendeavouramountedto £6,500and
thiswas a very considerableadvanceon the amountof £3,750attainedin the
previousyear.

0.F1,9%'65,the Old Boys'Committeeand theAid Grouphad contributed
generoussumsandMasterDiamondcongratulatedandthankedthemfor theirefforts,
and devotedwork.

The expenseshad beenbroughtdownfrom£7,383in thepreviousyearto
£5,665. Thatwas accountedforby a shortageof staff,therenot beingenough
staffto do all thatin desiredandso thesalarieshad dropped.The other
main differencewas in Publicityand Promotion.Ho emphasisedtheimportanceof
reachingpeopleand publicisingthowork of O.H.T.amongstthem,as distinct
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Ji 1,frompurelyfinancialactivity.

MasterDiaMondconcludedby expressingthe viewthattheAccounts
showeda verysatisfactorypositionin a yearwhichwas not thebestof years,
andaskodthattheybe formallyadopted;Mr.G.Stonemovedthe adoptionof the
Accounts,whichwas secondedby Mi. AnselHarris.

WESTIONSRAISEDON THEACCOUNTS


Nr. Freemansaidthathe wasilsurprisedthatin a yearwhensubscriptions
woremuchhigherthanbefore,wonditure on promotionwas roduced. It seemed
to him thewromtimo to roducopromotion,as thosedaysprojectingan imageis
suchan importantfactor.O.R.T.Was onoof the oldestJewishorganisationsin
oxistonco,havingboonfoundodin 3.880.Thisfactho had onlyrecentlylearned,
andhad beenundertheimpressionthatitwas a post-warorganisation.
While in Mbrocco,ho had soonthowork beingdonein an O.R.T.School,andhadbeengreatlyimprossod. Ho was in favourof givingit thewidestpublicity..

TheChairmanagreedthattheywerenotgettingtho imageacrossas
fastand-asfaras theywouldlike. Themovementin GreatBritainwas primarily
restrictedto LondonandGlasgow,andthoyhad a few friendsscatteredaround
theprovinces.Therewas not,however,enoughpublicityand thereasonfor thiswas thattheyhad haddifficultyin findingthcrightmodiumto do it. In
thepasttheyhad reliedon thoSupplementto theJewishChroniclebutwere
nowdoubtfulof thevalueof thispublicity.Itwas importantto producegoodpamphlets,andtheyhad nowengageda verydistinguishedfirmof MarketResearch
Ekpertsto guideBritishO.R.T.in its approach.

Mr.G. Him supportedtheviewthatan itemforpublicitywas necessary
in theO.R.T.budgetandthata better,informativepamphletwas badlyneeded.

Mrs.Rowesaidtherewas a largecommunityin Manchestertowhom
literatureshouldbe madeavailable,and alsothoughtthatefforts to publicise
theworkof O.R.T.shouldbe extendedto Brighton.

Mr. Futterthoughtthatmoneyshouldbo spentovertheyearsto
publiciseO.R.T".morewidely.

Mr. Zimmermanraiseda questionarisingout of thpKesslerdonation,
whichwas an item whichwouldnotrecur,and askedwhetherthemeetinghadenvisagedsomestepsto counterbalancethedropin nextyear'sreceipts.

4: REPORTSFROMTHEAIDCOMMITTFAn


BRITISHWOMMIS 0;R.T. Mrs.Zimmerman,theOrganisingSecretary,
reportedthatmembershiphadbeenwellmaintainedand enthusiasticallysupported.Mostof theireffortshad beendevotedto raising£100Scholarships,and sinco
the inceptionof theschemehadresultedin approximately50 scholarships.The
pastyearhad beenexceptionallysuccessfulbothforprestigeand fundraising.The AssociatedCharitiesCommitteehad guaranteedto raise2.5,000over3 yearsforO.R.T.Deafand DumbSchoolin Casablanca,andhad alreadyhandedover
£600 towardstheirtargetof £5,000. TheArtsGroup,whichWas formedto give
membersan opportunityof seeingfamousArt previewsand collections,has a
growingmembershipof nearly90 at an annualsubscriptionof E10.10.0 each,
and throughthismedium£1,000hadbeenraised. Manyscholarshipshad been
raisedby variousindividualandcollectiveeffortsincludinga DerbyDay
Picnic,a DressShaw,a JewelleryShawandhighlysuccessfulBringand BuySales,
as wellas many filmshows.

BoththeWestLondonGroupand thcGlasgowGrouphad beenmostactive,andnow Groupshad.tbenformedin Hendon,Hampsteadand in Manchester.

•The O.R.T';filmhad beenshawn,with a speaker,bothin publichallsandin privatehouseswhichhad resultedin a numberof newmembers.

TheO.R.T.Dayhad been4 greatsuccesswith a higherattendancethaneverbefore,and the annualAutumnLuncheon,holdat the RoyalGardenHotel,
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attondodby thowife of thoIsraeliAMbassadoramongstotherdistinguished
guests,was not onlya notableprestigeoccasionwith an attendanceof 240,
bustfinanciallymost successfUl.

Dr.AnneChain,sisterof theirChairman,Mrs.ReneeSoskin,loaned
her penthouseat the BiochemistryDepartmentof the ImperialCollegeof Science
forthe premiereof thonowO.R.T.film,andan appealforScholarshipsraised
approximately£8,000mainlyin the formof Covenants.

As always,BritishWomen'sO.R.T.supportedBritishO.R.T.in every
possibleway, sellingticketsforthoGalaConcert,theRaffleandtherunning
of an outstandingTombolaat theAnnualBall;

Mrs.Zimmerman,in conclusion,expressedher groatappreciationand
thanksto Mr.GoldbergandMissBurnettfortheirunfailinghelpin allthe
activitiesof Women'sO.R.T.

in

O.R.T..'65. Mr. PeterLovenosaidthat0.R.T.'65had increasedits
donationto O.R.T.fromMO to £1,000. Ho recalledMasterDiamond'sromark
that1965had not boonan otisyyear,butneverthelesstheyhad slightlyincreased
the sum raised,andhe hopedthattheprogresswillbe continuedandimprovod
uponin 1966.

O.R.T.OLD BOYS. Nr.H. W. Futtorsaidtheyhad approximately30
membersand althoughtheirmeansof raisingfundswas limited,theyhadorganised
a numberof functions,socialeventsetc.,and themoneythuscollectedwas used
to purchasemachineryto be sontdirectto O.R.T.Schoolsin Israelandelsewhere,
£500 had beenraisedin 1965,andMr. Flitterfeltconfidenttheymightexceed
thissum in thepresentyear.

O.R.T.AID. Mr:Benjaminapologisedforhavingarrivedlate,as he had
beenout of town. In thepastyear,theyhadraised£1,500whichwas an increase
on thopreviousone andhandedovera chequefor£1,250. In the comingyear
theyhopedto doubleit. Meetingswereholdfortnightly,over100 people
attending.Theirsmalldancesworewell attended. During1966theywerehoping
to organisea VarietyShowon a Sundayevening,and alsohad plansfora trip
to Parisor anotherEUropeanschool.

Nr: SachersaidtheEX3cutivewas extremelyconsciousof thevaluable
work beingdoneby theGroupsand theyparticularlyappreciatedtheeffortsof
theyoungermembers.

ELECTIONSTO TiECOUNCIL

ThoChairmanreadthenamesof Membersof theCoundilwho, in accordance
with theConstitution,retirein rotationandwereeligibleforre-election,and
it Was unanimouslyagreedtheybe re-elected"enbloc".

..MXTIONSTO THE EXECUTIVECOIVITTEE

TheChairmanstatedthatin accordancewith thoConstitution,the
followingmemberswho retirein rotation,were eligibleforre-election:-

Mr: T. Birks
Mr. H. N. Oppenheim
Mrs.L. Rene-Martin
Mr. D. Ross

Dr:M. Sandler
Mr. R. Scharf
Mr.W. Summorfield

On thoproposalof Mr.A. Harris,secondedby }Jr.G. Him, itwas
unanimouslyagreedthat theybe dulyelected.
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7. VOTEOF 'MARKS


Mr.Georgestonesaidhe had a few connentsto makeespeciallyabout
theChairnan. At theend of thelastwar, O.R.T.was a stillbornchilduntil.
MasterDianondcamealongand breathedlifeintoit,andas a resultof the
initialworkdoneby •hsterDiamond,O.R.T.had beenpassedon to thepresent
distinguishedChairmanin a healthyconditionandthepresentsatisfactory
situationreached. Nevertheless,educationbeingveryexpensive,much
remainedto be done,andO.R.T.was in needof publicity,thecostof which
mustbe providedfor. The EXecutiveComnitteemeetsfairlyregularlyand
theywerepushingaheadin gettingthepublicinterestedandin gettingmore
mcncyfromdiflent sources.WhattheEkecutivoneededevenmore than
publicityis forpeopleto comeforwardwho werepreparedto devotetheir
timeandefforttowork in thofield. Mr. Stonosaidthaton behalfof the
Ekecutivehe thankedMr. Sachorforthohospitalitywhichhe had extended
to themthateveningandfor the encouragementwhichhe givesto allby his
enthusiaam,inspirationand generosity.He was alsogratefulto all these
dedicatedpeoplewho haddoneso muchandhad influencedothersto do so.
He thankcdthemmoatheartilyandlookedforwardto thofuturewith
confidence.

Therebeingno furtherbusiness,themeetingthenterminated.
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