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MINU,ES OF THE ANNUALGENERAL MEETING OF BRITISH O.R.T. •

HELD 1N THE SECOND non COMNITTI2 ROOM, i4BURN HOUSE,
UPPER WOBURNPLACE, W.C.1. AT 5.45P.M. ON THURsDAY,

16th OCTOBER,1958

Present: Mr. A.S. Diamond (in the Chair)
Dr. V. Halperin (Director of World O.R.T.

Union) .
'Mr. & Ms. E. Alexander

Mr. & Mrs. S. Beloff
Mr. H.B. Bendoff
Miss Casper (Jewish Ohildfs Day)
Mrs. A.S. Diamond
Mr. G. Ellenbogen
Mrs. R. freedmm
Ar. R. Gilbert
Mr. R. Glasser
Mr. J. Gorman
Mr. G. Haus
Lady Henriques
Mr. G. Him
Mr. & Mrs. B. Herson
Mrs. E. Ivens
Mrs. Kurston
Mr. M. Lipton
Mrs. E.J. McKenzie
Dr. N. Nicholls
Miss F. Pitt
Mrs. Rene-Martin
Dr. M. Sandl,:r
Dr. M. Schaul
Mr. R. Sharf
Mr• & Mrs. G. Stom
Mrs. H.H. Wingate
Mr. H. Wolf
Mr. I . Zelvin

and

Mr. H. Golcibrg
Miss J. :Justin
:41/-3.N Huthc:rinton
Juwish Chronicl-; Representative

Apologies
for absence: The Chief Rabti, Dr. I; Broe.ic

Thu Haivuu, Rabhi• Gann
Mr, A.G. Lirotman'
Mr. J. Collier
Mr. Edmund de Rothschild

i. !)olovitz

Mr. Anthony GrL:enwood
Mr. Earnett Janner
Mr. D.'Kessar .
Alderman A. Moss
Rahhi Kopul Rosen

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous meeting were adopted,

The ChalmAl, Nr. Diauund, wulcom.d.the mumbLrs of Bricluh O.R.T. and
ix. V. Halperin, Director •LCWorld U.R.T. iJncn

i,T,Jt)RTON TW; OF MIMI! MI;tidi; 1'67/1
Thu Chuilmui :1.1(.1 he would ,;ivu vkry •Wort r 1_,,wof LIP; work of uriLlh

O.R.T. since al.:,Last nnual General Meeting nearly a yeur ago. While •e did
not wish to say that the proc,ress had been spectacular there had been a
considerable/
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considerableincreasein the numberof membershipsubscriptionsandthe
numberof donors. SatisfactionmuJtbe foltregardingtho progressmade
duringtheyearwhenthe stateof British0.R.T.threeyearsagowas
consideredand itwas realisedthatBritish0.tt.T.had beenpractically
re-builtduringthattime.

In aprillastyearMr. Goldberg,who hadbeenuo indefatigable,had
joinedBritish0.h.T.andhad spentsonle.monthobecomingacAuaintedwiththe
conditionsof thiscountry,The office had beenmovod to very satisfactory
centralpromisysand a verybusyprogrammehad begun. Tims had nutbeen
favyurablefor'charitableorganizationsin the. country.

a Luncheonhad beenheldin December1957 in, the Houseof Commonsforthe
establishmentof an 0.R.T.MarineTradesSchool in Israel.

Manymeotingsof veryvariedkindshad beenheld includingfilmshows
and receptionsin theLoniMayor'sParloursin VianchesterandLiverpool.
amongthosowho hadspokenat ourmeetingsn:.dbeen.ProfeosorNormanDentwich,
JudgeLaskiandaldermanMoss,

In thecourseof theyear.theExecutiveCommitteehad beenwidened,and,
if he mdr:htwntionnd names,theChairmansaidhe wouldliketo mentionDr.

Schoul,who had sufferedgreatlyfromill-health,.sidwhomwe wereso glad
to oa withus. He had alreAdydonea lot forO.R.T.ane hedintroducedO.R.T.
to hic largecircleof friends.Mr.U. HimhadverykindlyTut at the
disposalof O.R.T.his artisticknowledge.Mr.R. eharfhad alsobeena great
assetto the Committee.Min G. Sachcr,althoughnet a meMberof theLxecutive
Committee,was a memberof theYearBook6ub-CommiLLeeand hadobtainednew
Lubscribers'claddonorsandmanyadvertisementsfor theYeonBobk.

Mr. Diamondsaidthat at presenttherewere threemainactivitiesto be
faced:- 1) The :annualBall. 2) The 1959YearBook, 3) Ti)e Concert
in tre RoyalFestivolHall.

Th, Chairmancaidthatoneor twogonerouodonationshad beenneceivcd
includingL2,000.fromthe CentraldritionFundforwork in Poland:.Jewish
Child's Daihad givena generouadonationfor quipanntfor theDealnndDumb
nchoolinCosablanca:The J.E.JoeephTrustwao givingover£1,000.a year
for scholorshipstenableat O.R.T.schoolsin Israel, - numberof sewing
macoineshadbeensentto Polandthroughthe goodofficesof Mr.G. Sacher.

Diamonisaidthathe wouldliketo recordthethanksof the .
Comrdttecto allLiubscribersnndDonors. .s thecircle f _supporterswas
stillso smallit was unfortunatelynecessaryto ask theoamepeoplefor '
assitance againandagaineachyear.

In speakingof his retirennntas Chairmanof BritishO.R.T.,Mr. Diamond
said thathe wouldremainan activememberof the hxecutiveComittee but
he had not the timenecessaryto fulfilto his satisfactionthe outiesof
Ch,irm.:m.,He said he wouldliketo thomkeveryonefor the helpgivento him
duringhischairmanship.He believedthatitnon in.theiatereJtsof British;
0.R.t. thatthe officesshould'circulate.

BRITISH b,:0140\l'SO.R.T.

Mrs. viingateapologisedfortheabsenceof Ars.SOjoldenwhopshe

explained,was busypreparingtheTombolafor the hnnualDall.

Immediatelyafterthe BallWc.nonlo0,1..1'.wouldbe re-organizedso
as to enlargethenumberof workingmembers.Mrs.F. Bernardwouldbe
comingfrom.mericato helpin tbis.

It was reportedby Mrs.Wingatethatthe monthlyLuncheonshadnow been
discontinued,a fewlare Luncheonswouldbe holdcommencingwithono at
the beginningof theye.irwhenMr.MaXBraudewouldbe the speaker.

Mrs.Winnatesaidthatfinanciellythegrouphad.:onoa littlebetter
thanthe previousyear.

It was herhopethateveryonepresentwouldattendthe Ball.

.ID,GROUP/

r.o.•
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O.R.T. AID GROUP
In giring the report of the O.R.T. Aid Group Mr. G. Haus said that it had

been startedy a good number of enthusiastic young people but, wnile during
tho year therT had been a number of successful functions (nusical mcetings,
lectur dances,etc) there was now only a very small band of real workers.

,al arrangements,etc. had to be made by them and the group was in a state of
apathy. It was doubtful whether the group could continue unless there.was
some sOrt of amalgamation, or co-operation, with British 0.11.T. and British
lomants O.R.T.

Mr. Haus handed over a cheque for 100 gns. to be transferred to World.O.R.T.
Union.

•

FINANCLI REFORf
Mr. Diamond said that Mr. H.C. t.eigal, Honorary Treasurer of British O.R.T.,

was at 'present in South ,,frica, and had asked him to present the Accounts for
1957.

Mr. Diamond said that British O.R.T. perforried WO functions:-
It acted as local agent. of World 0.A.T. Union, receiving large amounts of

money which are donations to ,Porld 0.R.T.-'Union - e.g. from the Jewish .
Colonization Association. This money was kept in. a separate banking account
and instructions were issued from Geneva regarding its disposal - usually for
the purchase of machinery to be shipped to schools ;_hroec.I.

It raised funds in Britain for support of O.R.T. schools throughout the
world.

The accounts were unanimously adopted.

DR. H,I,PIRIN I.DDLESS

Dr. Halperin Said thA British O.R.T. was one of the oldest national 0.R.T.

organizations, and before the Second 'dorld vvar .had played a vital role in the
korld movement. He hopeLi it would again become one of tc.e strongest

partners in the movement. He brought the greetings of the new Chairman of its
Cxecutive Comnittee, M. Daniel Mayer (formerly i'rench Minister of Labour).
There was a great deal to be dene in England, but they all wizhed tc thank .
British O.R.T. and its Ch.Lirman for the progress m:.de in the last three years.
They regretted the decision of Mr. Diamond to retire, hut were glad to know
that he would continue his active encouragemnt .and assistance.

M. Halperin then gave a summary of the w,-21c.of O.R.T. in tho vari.:us
its work was essential in destern Europe, North.,.frica, Israel and Poland alike.

In I3rael during the past year about 7,000 Auduats had receivod training
from 0.h.T. Nearly 40;':,of the vocation:d education in i;r,:1 w,.s done by
apart from the training of. would-be imntirrnts in oLir ceuntries. In addition,

,,nieres a group of Israel agromechanics Lid been LIccepted to be trained in
the latest European techniques and negotiations wer., in progress for a

programme of training foremen for farel., both in swit:erlzni and in 0.R.T.
schools in

In Foland, where a year aga there NL•I': 0; activities, 2027 persons
had already or -.vere receivinr: trai.ning in :,hort-L,rm couxoea. nother 640

had been placed in apprenticeship. The balk of all thLse were Jewish
repatriates from the USSR; Loa the tc.tt.1 Jeaioh populatiak of Poland 005 .)nly
about 35,000. n.)st of the, teachers were former .rauutos of I-olish
schools, and it would be difficult to exaggentte the imprwement in
individual morale already affected by this proi-;ramme.

The work in liustria .for Hungarian refugees, both inand out of camps,
continued to be of the utmost importance.

ln North Jlrica and Iran O.R.T. had transformA the Life of the JL.wish
populations, There wert. still about 400,000 Jews in 1,1orcco, Algeria and
Tunisia, and 7O-,000 ThPt fine film "Mellah" wa an understatement

of the work and the need for it.

Thu programme in Franco, Italy and Holland continuet to be of great
benefit.
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Beforeending,Dr.Halperindesiredto saythatILnglandwas notthe onlycountrywhichwas at thegivingand notthe...receivingend.-O.R.T.wasatrongiri.theU.S.A.,SouthAfricaandCanada,and alsoin countrieslikeSwitzerlandandScandinaviawheretheJewishcommunitieswere verysmall. O.R.T.neededthe supportof allcountriesand all.couldhelP.
•

AFTERDR. HALPERIN'SADDRESS

Mr. DiamondthankedDr.Halperinand saidhe had stimulatudthemembersto'furtheraction.

CONCERT ,
Mr. G. Stonedruwtheattentionof thu Meutinrto the Conct..rtto bu huld$ in the RoyalFelitivalHallon 28thJanuary. He saidthatnoticeswoUldbe sentoutregardingit and askedfor supportframthememberspresent.

R.R.Glasser.suggestedthatthereshouldbe a professionalpablicrelationsapproachto themassesscithdt O.R.T.couldbecomemorelmell-knownthroughout.the country.''

COUNCIL
The following'personsweredeclaredelectedmumbursof theCouncil,therebeingno contestedelection.
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The VuryRev.The ChiefRabbi,
Dr. T. Brodie

The VeryRev.The Ha:ham,
RabbiDr.S. Gaon

Prof.NormanBuntwieh
Mr. alttrGoehr
Sir HenryD'AvigderGoldsmid
Mr. AnthonyGr,.....m.Jod

Burntt J"nner
Sir KuithJoJuph
Mr. D. K_ssl,r
Mr. BunnL,_Ivy
The HOn. EwunE.S.Montagu
fad.A. Moo:,
Mr. L. Sajner
Rt. Hon.LordSilkin
Sir LoonSimon
Dr.B. otross
Prof.J.M.YoffLy

The followingpersonsmtired and wve re-Ciectedby hdllottoon. the ExecutiveCoMmittec:-
•

Mrs.E. Alexander
Mr.S. Beloff.
Mrs. S. Beloff
Nr. d. Franke)
Mr.G. flaus
'Mr.O. Him
Mr.R. Sharf
Mrs,H.R.Wingate

•

EIECUTIVE

16thJanuary,1959,
J.A.

at


