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THE LEEDS O.R.T. TECHNICAL 
ENGINEERING SCHOOL 

T I-llr I.ceds O.R.'1'. Technicnl Engineering Scllool is the first 
of its kind to  be established in Great I3ritain. It is, however, 
not really a new school, bu t  a reconstruction of the  school / 

transferred from Berlin. 'I'hns i t  presents a remarkable, practical 
csl>rcssion of rcsist;lncc to persecution \vliicl~ jc~\risli J 'outl~ 11:lve sllo~vn 
in a most cruel period of t l~ei r  lives. 

For many years tile 0.11.T. 11as been engaged in the reconstruction 
on ;I sound h:~sis of productive work of the stunted and unbalanced 
cco~ic~inic life of tile Jc\visl~ m:isscs in I:,nstcrn ;uld Central Europe. 
In 1038 tllcrc were cst:~l~lisllccl in ciSI1t coun,.rics some jj0 O.K.'I'. 
'I'rnining Institutions and :\gricultural Scttlcn~ents. 3fnny tllousan~ls 
of youtlls, men and women. were receiring training, and thousa~ids 
Inorc 11;id :ilrcacty left for I';~lcsrinc \vllcre their scr\.iccs in skil1c.d 
1nl)our and i n  : igricult~~rc \\ere of in~.sti1n:1I~1c ~ : L I L I C .  

PERSECUTION 
\\'l~cn Ilitlcr c:imc t o  po\vcr i l l  1 ~ 1 3 3 ,  t11crc heg;in r l ~ c  ruthless 

persecution of tlic (;erman Je\vs, and l ~ c l p  from outside became 
urgent. 1)eprived of their civil rights and previous occuparions, 
rhcrc was nothing left to the younger generation bu t  t o  prepare for 
emigration. 'I'lle Central I<xccutive of the C).K.'I'. and the Britisll 
O.I<.'I'.-O.S.E. came to their assistance, and early in 1936 establislled 
in Berlin, a t  considerable expense, a first-class 'I'echnical Engineering 
School in which nearly 300 selected boys were enabled to receive 
a sound engineering education and training wllich wonld fit them to 
1,econie useful skilled workers in any countr!? into which the stream 
of emigration might lead them. T h e  0 .R .T .  school in  Berlin was 
an  undoubted success, and everyone who had an opportunity of seeing 
tllc results ncliicvcd hy the students was inadc aware of the inestimable 
\';iluc of t11c ~ r : i i n i ~ i ~  rlicY 11:id received. .\l;lny of  the students 11:ivc 
since 1)ccn :~l,lc t o  l i~ id  tvork, sc~riic cvcl~ I)cforc rllcy 11:ld 
completed their studies. 
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FLIGHT T O  ENGLAND 
After the terrible pogrom wl~iclr took place in Germany a t  the 

end of 1938, the  Central l3oard of the 0.1<.'1'. and  t l ~ e  13ritislr 
O.R.'I'.-0.S.K. began planning the transfer of t l ~ e  entire school, its 
staff and machinery and equipment, to Ilngland. 'S'hanks to  the  . helpful attitude of the  Homc Oftice and the  i\linistry of J,abour, 
acd financial assistance from the Central Council of (:crnr:iri-Jcwisli 
Refugees, t l ~ i s  transfer became possible, and 106 s t ~ ~ d e n  ts ~1 i t l1  eight 
instructors and their families left Rerlin and arrived in England on 
August 29, 1939. They.carried their only helongings in one or two 
suitcases. + 
I 'I'lle negotiations with the German autliorities regarding this transfer 
lasted several months, and in view of the uncertainty of the final 
decision, no definite arrangements could be made for accotnmodation 
in this country before the students :ind st;~A' :irrivcd. 'I'cmporary 
accommodation was found for tlrc n~;iJc st:ilf ;irrcl s ~ u t l c ~ l l s  : ~ t  I i i~cl~crrcr  
Camp in Kent, and the  women and cl~ildrcn wcrc sent on to I.ecds. 
War was declared only a few days after their arriv;~l, ;und i t  was not 
possible to effect the transfer of the macllincry and equipment from 
Berlin. 

* 7 She work of establisl~ing the sclrool and Irostels, whicll a t  the 
request of the Ministry of Labour were to  be situated in Leeds, 
was a t  once taken in hand and proved to  be a lengthy and difficult 
job. Within a few weeks, Irowcvcr, all was ready, and tlrc :tdvancc 

, ' party of instructors and students arrived in I,ccds in November, 1939. 

T H E  SCHOOL 
A technical school should first be planned and then constructed. 

I n  the  case of the 0.Ii.T. school there was no time, no money, and 
no material available for such a project. After a long and arduous 
search, the  most suitable building that could be found, with a floor 
area of about ~z,ooo square feet, was rented. I t  is situated about 
a mile from the  residential hostels. Tools, equipment, and machinery 
were purchased, and the  students, under ttic guidance of tlte instrr~ctors 
(all from 13erlin), installed tlie rnacl~iiicry, connected ii wit11 the clcctrir 
power supply, and rn:itlc a11 liitir~gs possil)lc in t l ~ c  workshop of the 

school. T h e  students of the  plumbing and sanitary section of the 



school erected lavatories, wash-houses, etc., and within a short t ime 
tlie school was at  work. 

ORGANISATION OF THE TRAINING 
T h e  school is divided into five sections or departments : 

(I) II'elding, Turning, and Fitting. 
(2) Sanitary Engineering. 
(3) Electrical Engineering. 
(4) R81ecltanical Engineering. 
(5) Carpentry and Joinery. 

A market !gardening section is now attached to  tlie Technical School 
and vacancies are available for those who wish to  specialise in this 
important branch of agricultural training. T h e  course, which is 
both practical a n d  theoretical, lasts about six months and is in charge 
of an cxpcricnccd and sricntilic Agricultur:~l llirector from Palestine. 

Students taking tlie course reside i n  Iiostels, bu t  arrangements liave 
been made for non-residents, both male and female, t o  attend daily. 

, . I hose students who came from Berlin continued the  training which 
they haci already begun, bu t  those who are adrnitted fro111 Great 
13ritain are, as far as possible, allocated to  sections of their own choice. 
Beginners, naturally, find i t  difficult t o  adapt themselves t o  the  
conditions applying to  tlie older students who Iiave had a long period 
of training. Arrangements are, tl~ereforc, made to  deal with them 
in speci:ll classes, and with a little patience, they soon fit i n  and pick 
up the  work. 

T h e  training consists of both practical and theoretical work, and 
all lessons are given in English. I n  the  practical section students 
learn methods of working with metals, wood, tools, and machines. 
Generally, i n  each five one day is allotted to  theoretical training in  
mathematics, physics, geometry, etc. 

MEDICAL ATTENTION A N D  HYGIENE 
Every possible care is taken to  look after the health of t h e  students. 

A doctor visits the  main hostel daily, and one large room has been 
set apart as a w:lrci for students ordered to rcmain in bed for a few 
days. Serious c:lscs :ire sent t o  ~ l i c  local h(>spit;~l. Arr;lngc~ncnts 
liave been made for tlie care of teeth, and many of the  students attend 
a t  the  local School of Dentistry for treatment. 



Instruction of Students in Government Contract W o r k  



CLOTHING 
I n  special cases replaccmcnts of nrorn-out clothing and underclotliing 

are provided by tlie scl~ool. T o  preserve clothes, each student is 
given overalls to wear when in tlie worksllops or for cleaning purposes. 

Any student having a grievance may see the Secretary, Headmaster, 
or  Hostel Superintendent, and if not satisfied, he  may see tlie Chairman 
; ~ n d  Director of the school. No student is al!o\ved to leave the school 
~vitliout nutl~ority from tllc Secretary. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
In c;lch rooin of cvcry Ilostcl tlicrc is a printcci list of l l t~lcs and 

Ilegulations. 'l'hese must be strictly observed, and any student not 
obeying them is liable to be cspelled without notice. 

AGE OF ADMISSION 
Resident students are accepted on reaching tlie age of 15. 

Consideration is given to  applicants over 15 and under IS, bu t  we 
prefer t o  accept students of 12. 

INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION 
T h e  scliool is open from Rlonday t o  one l ~ o u r  before sunset on 

1:riday. 'I'lle working hours are from 8.30 a.m. to  2.30 p.m., wit11 
onc 11our for luncll, : ~ n d  no work is carried out  on the Sabbath or 
Holy Days. i\ir raid shelters are provided, and a party of six student 
fire-watchers remains on duty a t  the  scliool under a permanent 
fire-watcher. 'I'herc is also a first-aid outfit in charge of trained 
personnel in case of accident. 

Tlie students take turns in the general cleaning of the school premises. 
\Vasl~ing accommodation is provided, and each student has his own 
towels. 

R4:illy of tlic stucicnts :~lso nttcnd cvcning cl;~ssrs a t  the T,ccds 
School oE 'I'cclinology. 'I'llcsc arc pro\,icicd \\,it11 a11 evening meal 
a t  the scliool t o  enable them t o  go direct to the evening classes from 
tlie scl~ool. 
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Theoretical Lessons 
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LENGTH OF  TRAINING 
No time can be laid down for tlie lengtll of t he  courses. This  

depends on the choice and ability of tlie individual student, bu t  
generally speaking, i t  takes two years of hard work and study t o  become 
efficient as a skilled worker in practical work and in theory. 

POCKET-MONEY 

k Thanks t o  arrangements made with the  Foster Parents' Scheme 
of America, we arc altle t o  allow each student a sum of EI per month 
;IS pockct-moncy. 

il LEAVE 
Students who have re la t i~~es  or friends in England are granted leave 

during l'asso\-cr and New Year liolid;~ys. Spccial leave is also granted 
wllcn occasion dcm:lnds i t .  

SCHOOL MAGAZINE 
A school m;~gnzinc is pul>lisl~cd I>y the students and issued n~ontlil!,. 

I L  cont;~ins itenis of topic;~l interest, ;lnd c;~ch student is provided 
with a frec copy. 

POLICE REGULATIONS 
As I .ccds is I I O L  ;I I'ro~ccteil  arc^, tlrcrc is no need to  milkc applic;~- 

tion to the  Leeds I'olice for perlnission to  proceed t o  the  city. If a 
student is over 16 years of age, he must, however, report a t  the Police 
Headquarters where he is registered, for permission to  change his 
address. A letter t o  be presented to  the Police a t  t he  t ime permission 

I is applied for nlay be ohtained from the Secretary, 0.R.T.-O.S.E., 
150 Southampton Row, London, W.C.I. 

THE HOSTELS 
We started in November, 1939, with one hostel, bu t  since then 

five others I l a ~ c  i)ceti ~lro\ridcd. All :Ire in1i;thited solely by 0.11.7'. 
s l ~ l ~ l ~ l ~ i s  ;111ci [ I I C  ~tilll'. 

Each hostel is in charge of a resident 1lostt:l master, and of these 
masters two are also instructors a t  the school. T h e  hostel masters 



One of the Hostels to  accommodate forty-five Students 
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are responsible for the discipline ;tnd general good conduct of rhe 
s~udcnts .  'I'tvo of tllc l~ostcls :ire si tu;~tcd within 200 y ;~rds  of car11 
other, the other t l~ ree  are about a half-mile further away. 
ilcconlmodation is available in each hostel for from twenty-fire to  
thirty students. S~lfficient acco~nmodation for meals in a central 

is not possible, so two dining-rooms are arailable, each sitting 
from sixty to seventy students and staff. T h e  hostels are fairly large 
dwelling-l~ouses which have been converted to meet the  requirements. 
From two to six students, in double-decker beds, are allocated to each 
room, ; ~ n d  :I room leader in each is rcsponsih'e to the I~ostel master 

1 Tor seeing that the roles and regulatio~ls are carried out. Extra baths, 
cvasll-basins. and lavatories have been fitted in each hostel. One 
large room is set aside as a common room in each hostel. 

T h c  d:iil!. time-tahlc is as follows : Out  of hed 6 a.m. (summer). 
O.?O ;I.III. (tvintcr) ; \v;isI~, CIC;III up  roo~n,  I ~ ; I ~ C  L)eds, and preparc' 
for 11rc;lkfast a t  8 a.m. Scllool 8.30 a.m. to  12.30 p.m. 1,uncll 12.30 
to 1.1 j p.m. School 1.30 to -1. p.m. \i;ash and clean up. I,ight 
ren ;it 4 p.m. and dismiss ;it 5.30 p.m. All students must be in 
tlicir rooms by 10 p.m., and all lights out  a t  10.30 p.m. 

R4ost of the equipment, sucll as metal wardrobes, metal and wooden 
chairs, tables, etc., has been constructed in  the  scllool worksllop by 
the students, and electric wiring, plumbing, and redecoration work 
11as ;\Iso IWCII done by the students. Sunday morning, from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon, is allotted to  the weekly " spring cleaning ", wllen all 

t rooms are thoroughly cleaned and kits and equipment overhauled 
and inspected. 

?'lie studcnts-except those on duty  as fire-watchers or doing special 

I clc;~ning duties, s u r l ~  ;IS pot:~to-pccling-;~re ircc to go xvl~cre they 
plc;lsc after work daily, and after I p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. 
I'art of the daily domestic cleaning is done by the  students themselves 
working in turn to a plan under the supervision of the  staff. 

FOOD .. i l ~ r c c  separate kitchens, larders, storc-roo~ns, and dining-rooms 
;Ire m;~int;~incct. 'I'wo of t l~csc ;ire : ~ t  t l ~ c  l~ostcls and t l ~ c  third ; ~ t  thc 
scl~ool is used for luncl~cs only, Rforlday to 1:rid:y. 'I'l~ere is a caterer 
and manageress, who is assisted by cooks, assistant :ooks, and washers-up. 

All food is strictly I<osl~cr and is varied and  w,cll-cooked, and as 



A Corner of a Bed-sitting Room 
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as war conditions allow. No food may be kept by students 
in their rooms. 'I'hc hours of nleals are : Breakfast, G a.m. ; lunch, 
12.30 p.m. ; light tea, 4 p.m. ; dinner, 6.30 p.m. 

RELIGION 
Sincc they I~ave c o n ~ c  from various Iiuropean countries, i t  follo\vs 

tliat sonlc of the students are Orthodox and some Liberal in their 
religious practices. Attendance a t  Synagog~~e is not compulsory, and 
any student may carry out whatever religicus observances he wishes. 

No religion is taught at  the hostels, bu; arrangements are made 
, ?  for classes to study Jewish education. lliis is not compulsory, for 

we are a 7'eclinical Scllool and not a religious educational establishment. 

RECREATION AND SOCIAL WELFARE 
Careful tliougllt is given to  these important matters. There are 

facilities for outdoor and indoor games, such as football, table-tennis, 
boxing, swimming, chess, etc. A school orchestra and amateur 
tllcatricnl section and a choir are in process of formation. There  is 
also a debating society and study circle. 1,cctures and concerts are 
arranged as far as war conditions permit. 

T h e  1,eeds Jewish Institute have kindly alloxved all students, on 
reaching the age of IS, to  beconlc 11onor;lry mcrnbcrs of the Institute. 

I CLOTHING AND KIT 

Each stttdcnt before being accepted for the  school,  nus st he in 
possession of tllc following : 

I 'Two pairs boots (one pair for Two towels. 
wear in the workshops). Four handkerchiefs. 

Two suits. Razor and six blades. 
One working suit. Pair I~ouse slippers. 
T w o  pairs overalls (with sleeves). Shaving soap. 
Cap or hat. Raincoat. 
Two pairs pants. Overcoat. 
'I'wo vests. 'I'l~rec- blankets. 
# .  1 llree pairs socks. 'J'wo ;hoe-brushes and shoe- 
'Tooth-brush. bl;~cking. 
Rrush and coml,. 

I I 



The Common Room in a Hostel 
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SCHOOL RULES AND REGULATIONS 
'I'he following arc some of tlie niost important rules and regulations. 

wl~icll  nus st be kept strictly by tlie students a t  tlie school :-- 
Out  of bed a t  6.30 a.m., October to  A1larch ; 6 a.m., April to. 

September. 
l%l:~nkcts and sl~ects to he folded at  once;  then w;leli mid sli:~ve.. 

.;Ill rooms to be cleaned and all kit p u t  neatly away before breakfast. 
wl~icli will be at  7.30 a.m. summer and S a.m. winter. 

In the interest of sanitation and health, all s;udents will keep their 
11:lir ru t  s l~or t  :tnd ;tlways neatly hrosl~cd. T.ong hair is ;I possible 
hrecding ground for germs wllich may cause ;In outbreak of disease 
in Itostels. 'J'liat is why it is always cut short i ~ ;  the Army wliere men 
live in camps and barracks. 

'1'0 avoid attracting attention and for otlicr good reasons, no student 
~ v i l l  l>c :1llo~ve~1 ot~tsiclc 111e scl~ool or  l ~ o ~ t e l s  ~ v i t l ~ o t ~ t  \vc;~ri~ig :I l i ; ~ t  

or c:\p 1 Ii~ts or caps rirust not l>c worn a t  an angle. 
Keep wash-basins and lavatories very clean, and renien~ber orliere 

w;tlit to usc them after y o u  'I'liink of tlie students \cl~ose turn it is 
to clc:~n t l~csc ;lftcr you 1i:lvc 11scd t l icn~. 

You :Ire not ;~llowed to remain ou t  after 10 p.111. unless you pet 
special permission in writing from the  Superintendent. 

Ohcy your room lc:~ders ; ~ n d  lielp tliem to maint:~in good discipline. 
'1.1 I I >  ' .  1s ' tile true spirit of r.r>-oprr;~tion ; ~ n d  I~;~pyiricss. 

\\ 'lle~l i~ is yo11r t11r11 t o  d o  donicstic \vork, '10 i l  \\re11 ; I I ~ L ~  cl1cerf11ll>- : 
everyone must take a turn at  this. . . I lie Iiostel masters, room leaders, and staff are held responsible 
to the Chairman for your good behaviour. Obey tlieni a t  all times. 

I f  you li:~vc a gricv:~ncc :~sk to see hIr.  l,cwinnck, tllc S ~ ~ p ~ r i t i t e n d e n t .  
H e  will do  his best t o  put  matters right. You are not to mnke 

> 
complaints in any other way. 

D o  not waste any food and do not grumble. \17e find i t  difficult 
sometimes to buy what we require. \Ve cannot always get ~ r h a t  is 
wanted in war-time. 

'I'his is t h e  only Jewish Technical School in Britain. If you all 
co-opcrate and carry out  orders, we shall he pro1:d to sliolv our hostels 
:tnd scllool prcmises to visitors. 

'1'0 m:lint;~ill tllis school ; ~ n d  I~ostcls rcquircs 50s. pcr \\reek per 
student. 'I'lic IIritisll O.R.'J'.-0.S.15. Co1nmittt.e 11ave to  find most 
of this money, which entails very hard work and much labour. I\.e 
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cannot tolerate any students wllo will not do their best t o  co-operate. 
13renking rules of tlie scllool and llostels may mean espulsion and 
serious consequences for your future. 

J'OU arc forbidden to  write letters t o  the  Press witllout the  permission 
of tlie Chairman. 

L\'c want you to he happy in your work, your si~rroundings, and 
\ou r  cr>oiradcs. 'I'his is casily accomplislicd if y,u make u p  your mind 
to  do your best always and do nothing that  will ever bring discredit 
on  this scllool and hostels. 

ADMITTANCE T O  O.R.T. TRAl Nl UG S C H O O L  
All applications, giving full particulars of proposed candidate, must 

be made in writing to  tile Secretary, Britisl; 0.R.T.-O.S.E., I j o  
Soutilampton Itow, London, W.C.I. 

All candidates are interviewed by tlie Chairman before acceptance. 
Copies of the rules and regulations of tlic scl~ool can be obtained on 
;~pplication to  the Secretary. 

VISITORS 
\/isitors ;IIX invited to inspect t l ~ c  school ~ C ~ W C C I I  9 a.111. and p.m. 

\iisitors may be conducted round the  llostels only by appointment. 

ADDRESSES 
'I'lic address of the  'l 'ecl~nic;~l School is jS Kosc\.ille Road, off 

Koundliay Road, Leeds 8. l 'elephone number : 2 I 841. 
Tile address of the  main hostel and administrative offices is 226 

Chapeltow~i Road, 1,eeds 7. 'l'elephone numbe; : 43882. 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
I f  you are interested in and sympathetic with the 

philosophy of the O.R.T. and O.S.E., and believe in 
our work of reconstruction and training, why not show 
it in a practical manner and send what you can to :  

Lt.-Col. J. H. LEVEY, D.S.O., O.B.E., 
Chairman and Hon. Treasurer, 

British O.R.T. and O.S.E., 
150 Southampton Row, London, W.C.1 



A Group of Students, Teachers and Staff at the 
Main Hostel 
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