


THE ORT T E m C A L  ENGINEERING SCHOOL at 
LEEDS is the high mark of ORT work in this country. It is, and . 3- 
will remain, an example of how help was given to young men, ." 
in the hour of their great need, in a form which put a trade into 

1 
their hands and built up their characters at the most critical 
juncture of their lives. 

The School at Lee& was established by British ORT-OSE in 
February 1940. The first Students and Instructors were broug- 
from Berlin shortly before the outbreak of War. The setting L= 
of the School in Leeds took much effort and brought many 
anxious days to those who were entrusted by the Executi 
Committee with that urgent task. Many Students have passed 
and out of the School since then. They have remembered wi 
gratitude the happiness and practical benefits they enjoyea 
during their stay. 

Letters from these Students will give intense satisfaction to 
everyone who desired that this experiment of the British OR? 
OSE should be worth while. The Letters are also noteworthy f 
this fact: when the Students arrive in this country they know 
little or no English, yet, they are excellent, and testify both to the 
s k i  of the Craft Teachers and the intelligence and adaptability 
of the Students themselves. 

The Letrers were Unsolicited. They were sent to the Secretary 
or to Lieut Colonel 1. H. Levey, DS.O., O.BB., the Honormy 

a Director of the School. The outstanding fact in all the Letters is - 
the grateful respect in which they hold the Honorary Director of ' 

the School and how much they value the careful training of their .. 
character, inspired and encouraged by him. 

The Test of whether the work was worth doing is to be found 
in the Letters and the present positions in active useful national . 
work of these lads from the ORT School. Subscribers to British .; g? 
ORT-OSE have the inestimable satisfaction of knowing that the , , , . - 
financial support and personal encouragement they gave to the <. 1. 
Executive enabled the School to be established and maintained, 
and made it possible to secure the happiness and well-being of 
so many of our unfortunate young people whose need was so -' >ae 
great and whose future so black. Those young people can now , . 
look with hope and self-reliance to the future. .A 

The Executive ask and wish for no better thanks than the yr$j 
good that may came to these lads from their contact with the 
ORT School. f h r ~ ,  i 



STUDENTS'LETTE 
. I - .  

" Thanks and Farewell " 

JOACHIM HIRSCHSTEIN. September 7th, 1941. 
It is five weeks since I left the ORT School and came to Hudders- 

field in order to take up work as a maintenance engineer in a big laundry 
with about 120 employees. We are 3 men on the engineering staff. My . 4 - Foreman, then me as his assistant, and I have a little mate of 16 who y: 
assists me in carrying out my work. I feel very happy and I am on good ' ' 

terms with everyone. I start work at 7.30 a.m. and finish either 5.30 p.m. 

I 
or 7 p.m. Saturday and Sunday arb mostly working days. Last Sunday I and this one are exceptional days, we are off duty. Work consists in 

h_ 

I repairing and maintaining machines, and doing all work to keep %+-re 

difficult to find my way through all the different systenls. Steam and 
4 machines and factory running. There are many machines and it is very "7 , 

pressure have been Greek to me but I am going to get Into ~ t .  
I have tried to give you a little survey of my new life. 

KURT ARONADE. September 14th, 1941. 
I had a very good time during the two years I have been with the 

ORT School, and I am very grateful to you for all that you have given 
me. Now, 1 hope I shall be able to earn my own hvmg but most . 

certainly I shall keep in touch with you and the school. :'i 
LEO KEMPE, HEI---' STERN. October 19th. 1941. 

In the name of our orthodox students we would like to thapk 
you for the arrangements you have made for us concermg our Service 
on the Day of Atonement and especially for those during the feast of 
Tabernacles. Everyone of us appreciates the extra trouble we caused to 
the staff especially that of the lutchen. 

Thanking you again. 
, .WY?t 

C 9fi !> I i 
DIETER CCJH~~. November 6th. 1941. ". ( 

I should like to take this opportunity to thank you, and the members 
of the Committee for everythmg that has been done for me since I 

I arrived in this country. I have received an excellent training which. I 

t hope, will enable me to be a useful member of any communitv I may 
ever enter and also hl e War mart of this country. 



m - 

' 

I have not made a bad start. I am often thinking back to the days at  
school at Leeds "and I hope that everyone is well there. 

I should like to send my best wishes and regards to the staff and 

Novembei 9th, 1941. 

vays appealed to me. 
I think that the staff of our School and Hostels consists of people 

, ,: with very human capacities and with valuable intentions for improve- 
ment and benefit for the students. 

November 13th 1941. 

With my very best wishes for the future of the OR1. 
I 

December 8th. 1942. I' 
' 

going to work with Mr Gerber of the Palace Engineering 
Works. - . I got engaged as a Mechanical Fitter and as the firm 
is repairing petrol-ccimbustibi motors I am not far away from my trade 



of motor engineering. I am starting with the payment of 116 per hour, 
and I eve&:fpund lodging only 5 mins. by underground aws&from my t? 
working p@&. 

I should like to thank you again for all the trouble you have taken 
on my behalf. 

I 
ARTHUR BLECH. November 13th, 1941. 

In the ORT one can receive a thorough training within 12-18 
months. Anyone desirous of learning something has a wide range of 

I 
possibilities and the instructors are always willing to help him as much \ 
as they are able to. This is what made a good impression on me, i.e., 
that the instructors take great pains to teach and explain to their trainees 
everything with which they come up against. The students are rig1 
asked to be disciplined and to widen and enhance the spirit of -- 
operation. 

The food is quite satisfactory and, considering there is a war on, is 
very good. The hostels are adequately accommodated and the cleanliness 
is exemdar~. 

FRANZ NEBE November 16th, 1941. 
I am work.-, already 3 weeks aiid only now am I aware how much 

I owe to the ORT and especially to Col. Levey. Of course, I was 
always deeply grateful to him for bringing to this country my brother 
and me. Also I was very happy to have had such an excellent and' 
sufficiently long training which will enable me to earn my living in any 
country in the world; But there are matters which one can only appre- 
ciate after having left the school. I understand now v r e  than ever 
how his personality influenced our life; not only our tra~ning, but also 
our education. 

It will always be my endeavour to be a credit to the school and I 
am proud of being an ORT boy. I 
JAMES GRUENBAUM. November 27th. 1941. 

I have always tried to do my best at  School, and now that I am 
starting life on my own, I shall endeavour to bring honour to the ORT. 

Please believe me when I say that I shall never forget your wonder- 
ful kindness to me ahd all the other " old " boys. I fully realise that had 
it not been for you I should not be m England now. 

Once more, please accept my most heartfelt thanks for all your 
kindness. 

GEORG KESTEN. December 8th. 1941. 
I have been. at the ORT Technical School for a period of 19 

months, duringyhich I received a thorough training in Welding; 
practically, as weaas theoretically. 

Colonel Levey, as well as the Masters, have always tried their best 
in making us feel happy at our work as well as at home and I am sure 
that the ORT has taught me something very useful for my future for 

I 
which I shall always be thankful 

I hope that the ill a IS be as successful in its achievements 
as it is now. 



LUTZ RAPHAELSOHN. December 31sr, 1941. 
I s m l d  like to thank you very much foi the long time during 

which yos cared for me and enabled me to come to England at all. I 
can see now' that I really learnt a lot at the school. I have met many 
people in London and praise myself lucky to have had the opportunity 
of training at the ORT. As you know 1 have often grumbled but 
looking back I must say it was not so bad after all and altogether it was 
very nice. 

My parents were always glad to know me well looked after before 
stepping out into life finally. 

May I hope that in spite of all, I have done my bit to raise the 
standard of the school, at least a little b~ t ,  with regard to order and 
cleanliness, and that you will think of me too as one of your good old 
boys. 

ALFRED ROTBLATT. k34** ;.I*r January 7th, 1942. &&.';xi. ;%?@A 
Now that I am leavirig I am glad to : an opportunity to express 

my feelings and opinions about this Sc 1, of which I had been a 
student for more than one year. 

One year can hardly be spent better and more useful than 1 have 
done here. In this time I believe I have reached in this particular trade 
in which I had been trained, a high enciugh standard to be able to take 
a job in any factory as a mechanician. 

But quite apart from the School, to be living in a Hostel certainly 
has many advantages, one of which is to be living in a community, and 
I am sure I shall be leaving many friends behind. Besides, I can see 
now, very clearly, that the cleanliness to which we had been educated 
here, will prove of high value later in Me. 

I hope many more boys will be coming after me and enjoy thie 
t advantage of a good traming. 
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HENRY STERN. January 18th. 1942. ABRA 
I feel obliged to express to you on behalf of all the orthodox boys I 

in our school, my sincerest thanks for your extreme kindness and person 
to hin 



r . %  
* PETER HILFRIECH. January 21st. 1942. 

As I am leaving the ORT Technical School to-day I wohd like to . 
say goodbye to the school and the staff through you, 

During the entire twelve months which I spent here in ~ e e d s  I 
was glad to be able to be here for two reasons. Firstly, because I knew 
that I was getting a training here %hich would enable me to take up a 
well paid and well respected occupation and, secondly, because I liked 
the company of all the boys. 

So on my last day here I would like to thank the ORT Organisation 
for everything that they have done for me and I would like to thank 
the staff for the kindness which they have shown to me during my stay 
in Leeds. 

Will you please give my personal thanks and appreciation to 
Colonel Levey, and I am sorry I could not do so myself. 

I am sure that I will always remember the ORT as a place at which 
I spent many a happy day, and I think I can say with a clear consciences. 
that I was proud to belong to the ORT. 

Good luck to the ORT and may eveiy boy leave as satisfied with 
" I 

the school as I do. 
- 

OSWALD SCHOENFELD. January 21s~. 1942. 
During my stay at the ORT I was always happy and content: 

Considering the wartime situation the food was very good and satisfying. 
The training at School was very useful and even if I shall not go into 
mechanical work I shall ever be a "useful man about the house." 

More English should of course be spoken during the training but 
as the Masters are really too busy and old, they cannot be expected to.' 
pick the language up as easil as y o b g  people. 

Anyhow, wishing the ScKool every success. 

ABRAHAM KEMPE. January 22nd. 1942. , 

I am very soiry to be unable to say good-bye to Colonel Levey, ' 7 ~ .  
personally, as he is in London. I ask you to be good enough to convey ' 

:&. to him my sincerest thanks for having enabled me to be trained 8s ,- 
carpenter in the ORT workshops for 9 month. I do regret that I cannot) 1 
complete my training in Leeds, but my brother wanted me to join him1 
in London. 

I would like to thank you, and all those members of the staff, very 
much, who took in!erest in me. 

I With hearty hes for the ORT School. 

L. KOHN. January 26th, 1942. 
I take this opportunity to thank you and every member of the Staff 

and the Teachers for everything you have done for me. 
I must say the life I had till now was very pleasant, and I cannot 

forget that only the knowledge of .my trade, which I got in this School, 
enables me to take up a job as a sk~lled worker. 

I will always have &pleasant memory of the ORT Technical School. 



* MAX M P M O R .  
First I must thank you for the interest you took in me at the 

* ' School. - Eighteen months ago I came here with not the slightest knowledge . of electro-engineering and I must say that I am sure that I will find a 
job in Carlisle very soon. 

Before ending this letter I must again thank you, Colonel Levey. 
. . and all Staff members, for all that they have done for me. 

I 4 e 
'1 PETER LIEPMAN. a 2 1  1942. d 
I ' *F ,. I., After two years at the ORT School, I have d6cided to take a job 

- in London. During this time, the training here has helped to give me a s i  
position in life which enables me to stand on my own feet. Fortunately I 

, I was not taught a one-sided job and this helped me much. As I have UI 
been at the ORT with the old boys I could follow the changes which w, 

, had been made from the beginning, and I always liked it here. The work 
I did was very interesting to me and I tried to learn as much as possible. us 
I am sure that my ORT life will remain in my memory as a -very a 
pleasant one. I thank you for all the interest you have shown in me. 

I 
JUERGEN HESS. February 24th, 1942. 

First of all I should like to express my warmest gratitude to the 
staff and the boys and the idea of the ORT itself for all they have done 
to help me along on the path into life. I. must say in all sincerity that 

, work that has been done in this school during the last 18 months has 
been magnificent. 

Owing to my previous decision to become a musician, it was not i;: , without prejudice that I came into the ORT. But as time passed and 
. G  conditions in the hostels became more habitable and the work and 

A>' . routine in both school and hostels more regulated and orderly, it 
dawned upon me that it was only as a member of the community that 
one could find happiness in the company of the boys, which in the end 
constitutes life in the ORT. Also I noticed that only through complete 
devotion in one's work could one find happiness in it. 

It is for these.two things that I am most grateful to the ORT. , That which I have learned in my particular trade has given me 
something most valuable in life: independence. I know something useful 

I 

1 and I am standing on my own feet. 
In conclusion I should just like to say that I really had a lovely and 

grand time in these last 18 months and shall always remember them in 
gratitude. My special remembrance will go to , Abraham who has 
helped me in every way. 

KURT SCHECHTER. March Sth, 1942. 
Having been in the ORT for fifteen months, I know and appreciatq. 

the work Col. Levey did for me and my fellow-students. I want to thank 
him and express my gratitude for having given me the opportunity to$ 
learn a trade which I can practise in future. 1 am sure I will look back*. ' 
at the good days I had here. I --?t to thank,Mr and Mrs Kohn fpp..: 

I 
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" 4 
ng taken such great care of ers, 6 pecially Mrs Kohn for having 

trea~ed us like a mother. I want to thank all the boys for the co-operation 
they showetthtowards me. I want to thank every member of the Staff, I 
appreciate the work Mr Lewinnek did for us as the Headmaster of the 
ORT School. 

GERHARD HEILIG. March 13th. 1942. 
I came to this School in October, 1940, and now that I am on the 

point of leaving, I would like to give you my impressions on it. 
My training consisted of a few weeks filing, marking out, and 

similar general work. After that classes en electro technics, which, when 
I began to learn and practise, was elektric wiring. I carried on wiring 
until the end of January, 1942, and then passed into the art and acetylic 
welding department. 

Besides teaching me a good trade, the School has also taught me to , , , 
use-my time to the utmost and to work well and hard and not to shun 
a tough job. pa .. 

I have also !earnt to know the meaning of discipline, and now that . 
I am leaving, it 1s a warm and grateful good-bye I want to say, and 1 
hope that the School will make good progress in the future. 

,LEODORE A ENZELLER. March 24th. 1942. 
In this letter I should like to express my deep gratitude to you and 

to many others in this school for what you have done for me. Only now, 
when the time to leave has come, do 1 fully realise how happy I was 
here; and not only happy but also lucky, because in this school I 
learned a trade that will enable me to earn my living now. For that in 
particular I am most grateful to Col. Levey. 

The year and a half I have spent in the hostels has greatly influenced 
my outlook on life and during that time I have benefited in many ways 
through the healthy relations with other boys. '9 

I can only wish that every Jewish boy were able to spend the . y 
important years of his life in an institution like this. Please allow me t 
thank you again and to assure you that I will never forget 
anybody else in this school. 

' I 

KURT FLESCH. March 26th. 1942. 
Before I leave &school, I should like to thank you for the training 

I have received here. It will enable me to earn my own living. 
In the ORT, for the first time since 1 left Austria, I was able to feel 

and enjoy the comforts of a real home. 
Among the students I have found many friends. Inspired by the 

ORT idea there was a real Jewish community life. 
I am really sorry to leave, but I think that I will give some other 

- ,q,.* -7 

, . . , 



MAX WLKAN. 
In the final act of 

I 
in keeping up this wonderful work. 

I am also deeply grateful to Miss Traube who has done everything 
humanly possible to assist us insall our troubles. 

Last of all I wish to thank Mr. and Mrs. Kohn for everything they 
have done for us. They had a deep understanding for us boys and 
though we were sometimes punished, we always respected and loved 
them, 

T --a thankful to everybody directly or ind tly conwrned with 
the C-_ -. I will never ___get what has been done f i ~  -~e. 1 
SIEGFRIED SATTLER. March 26th. 1942. 

Now that my time has come to leave, I should like to thank you 
and all the staff of the School and Hostel? for their splend~d co-operauon. 
The time I spent here will always remaln m my memory and w11 no 
doubt give me a good start in my future life. 

It is my sincerest hope that the ORT School will go on helping 
Jewish boys and girls to make themselves invaluable in the industries of 
every country. . . 

<< 
I '  $ 






